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2026 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Jeff Drowley 
 630-370-9877 

 Jeff’s email 
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Wes Nickum 
 2nd VP-Programs: 
   Jan Jackson 
 Treasurer: 
   Ray Williams 
 Secretary: 
   Scott Mitchell 
 Directors at large: 
   Bruce Hewitt 
   Jim Loomis 
   Bill Lambert 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Guy Reisenauer 
 Past President: 
   Craig Anderson 
 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host 
 6:00pm - Dinner - $26 
 6:45pm - Program - free 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $35/yr Indiv&Family 
 $50/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Wes Nickum: 
 360-701-7046 

or 
 Wes's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 

 
Submit Article 
for Newsletter  
 

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 

resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 

 

NEXT MEETING September 8,2026, at CG Public House & 

Catering in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm. 

Upcoming Fishing Events 

Anthony Lakes – August 12th-16th – Craig Anderon 

Oregon Blue Mountains – August 18th-20th  - Jan Jackson 

Lochsa River - September 9th -13th - Wes Nickum 

https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/?page_id=1399 

 

July/August 

2026 

PROGRAM:  Brian Chan, Leeches, Scuds and Blobs 

It’s safe to say I was hooked on fishing at a very young age.  Regular 

weekend and holiday fishing trips with my dad are still very fond 

memories. My passion for fishing led to an educational path that would 

allow me to work with fish.  A Fish, Wildlife & Recreation Management 

technical diploma and a BSc in freshwater ecology set me up for a 30-year 

career in managing recreational small lake fisheries for the province of BC.  

It truly was the best job in the world!. 

 

My favourite fishing haunts are the many trout lakes surrounding my home 

city of Kamloops but I also make regular forays to lakes in other regions of 

the province.  I also enjoy fishing rivers for trout and steelhead with both 

single and double hand rods.   Through my angling career I have had the 

opportunity to visit some great tropical saltwater fly fishing destinations as 

well as some incredible fisheries in Canada’s northern territories.   

 

After 45 years of fly fishing I still enjoy each and every day on the water.  

There is not a day when I do not learn something and that is what keeps 

me coming back for more. 

 

My presentation “Leeches, Scuds and Blobs” will cover the how and why of 

these food sources as well as feature some of my fly patterns that will 

work on your home waters as well. 

 

 

 

mailto:aknowman1@gmail.com
mailto:Wenickum@gmail.com
mailto:Wenickum@gmail.com
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org/
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org/
mailto:gfreisenauer@gmail.com
mailto:gfreisenauer@gmail.com
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Jeff’s Journal 

by Jeff Drowley 

 

It’s summer already! We’ve had our last 
general meeting until September, 

so the September 8th General Meeting 
should have lots of fishing reports. 

September 8th will resume our general 
meetings with a talk by Brian Chan. The 

topic will be Leeches, Scuds and Blobs. 

 

We also have several group events coming: 

The CBFC picnic on August 11th at Dale 

Schielke’s house; the week of August 10th 

will be fishing /camping at Anthony Lakes in 

the Oregon Blue Mountains; followed by 

August 18-20 fishing East Lake, Paulina 

Lake and Crane Prairie Reservoir in Central 

Oregon. 

 

After a short break for Labor Day, we head 

to the Lochsa River in Idaho 

September 9 -13. 

 

On October 13, we will have our annual 

Member Reports of fishing covering 

fishing in Montana near Yellowstone and on 

the Central Oregon Lakes trip. 

 

In September we will also start looking for 

volunteers in three distinct areas: 

1. Board membership - as a minimum one 

3-year term as At Large will be required, 

and either Secretary or Membership chair 

(or both). 

 

2. Volunteers for the Sportsman’s Show at 

fly tyers, booth volunteers, setup and 

takedown, and Kids fly tyer instructors. 

Benefit of volunteering is you get into show 

free either before or after your volunteer 

slot. 

 

3. Volunteers for a teaching event at 

Waitsburg Gun Club on September 19 

for local regional 8-year-olds interested in 

fishing/hunting.  Duties involve discussing 

fly fishing generally, and tying and handing 

out simple flies like Woolly Buggers or 

leeches to the interested participants. 

 

Here’s wishing you all a wonderful 

summer!  I look forward to seeing some 

of you on various outings as well. 

 

Tight Lines, 

 

Jeff 

. Leech Lake Trip 

By Jeff Drowley 

 

This is one trip that didn’t go as planned.  I 

had one person interested in fishing Leech 

Lake on the 27th, one person who needed a 

ride for the 20th only, and no other 

responses.  As no one evidenced interest 

for the three day period, I drove to Clear 

Lake north shore campgrounds on late 

Wednesday afternoon and after looking at 

the campgrounds, chose site 11 in the 

Spring Campground.  I then fished 

Thursday morning and early afternoon on 

Clear Lake, as indicated in the June 

Newsletter, and did not see another CBFC 

member.  I caught 10 “catchable” between 

8 and 12 inches, all rainbows.   

The next morning, I looked at Leech Lake, 

but fished Dog Lake. I caught and landed 

11 catchable, again in the 8–12-inch range, 

1 Brookie, 10 Rainbows.  Again, I did not 

see anyone else from our club.   

Saturday, after packing up camp at Clear 

Lake, I drove to Leech Lake about 8:30 and 



 

 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters  July/August 2026 Newsletter Page 3 of 9 

spent until 2:30 on the water.  The 

beginning portion was in high winds and 

whitecaps blowing down the lake: I had no 

action and it took over an hour rowing to 

get to mid lake, when the wind dropped 

off.  I landed and released one catchable, a 

hatch started and the flats became a 

streaking group of fish grazing nymphs 

subsurface.  They would break water one to 

two feet on every side of my float tube and 

fly. At this point, I was using a chironomid 

as it turns out the hatch was callibaetis and 

damsel flies.  I switched to an olive leech 

and hooked a trophy trout that had no 

interest in being landed and eventually 

shortened my 9-foot 4X leader to 7 

feet.  Discussions with Olympia Fly Club 

members (who also fished Leech on all 

three days) concluded that a reddish-brown 

wet fly fished just subsurface with no 

stripping was the most effective for this 

hatch. 

 

As a side note, despite being first come, 

first served, Leech Lake was full Wednesday 

(Olympia Fly Club) and Clear Lake filled up 

on Thursday.  School was out and a lot of 

Yakima locals took time off at the 

lakes.  Clear Lake boat landing is on the 

North shore and doesn’t have trailer 

parking, so people were taking campsites as 

day use and were paying parking permit 

fees for the day use. 

 

Jan Jackson describes his experience at 

Leech Lake all three days in a separate 

article. 

Leech Lake 
Jan Jackson 

 
I pulled into the Leech Lake campground on June 
18th, at about noon. As I made my way around the 

campground all of them were full, except one 
which I quickly occupied. It was a beautiful space 
only 30’ from the lake with my own private launch 
site. I was greeted by an overly enthusiastic 
swarm of mosquitoes. I grabbed my DEET, 
doused myself and hurriedly set up camp, slipped 
into my float tube and was on the water. What flies 
would you expect to use at a place called Leech 
Lake? I used every color of leech I had to no avail. 
I tried wooly buggers…nothing. I must have tied 
on 10 different versions of what I think a leech 
looks like and got zilch.  
 
After dinner I noticed some activity on the lake and 
by 6:00 pm, the place was literally jumping with 
fish rising. This was about the time I remembered 
not packing any dry flies.  I did have a 9’ tapered 
leader that was fluorocarbon and I remembered 
that Rod gave me a box of beautifully tied (mostly 
dry) flies that I keep in my pickup for emergencies. 
I tried to match the hatch; but there were several 
hatches going on at the same time with different 
insects. I took the fluorocarbon leader over to my 
ball hitch and rubbed grease onto the line, then I 
rubbed one of Rod’s flies on the side of my nose 
to add a bit of oil and floatation. Something I had 
watched my grandpa do when I was a kid. Still 
nada. 
 
I decided to fish Clear Lake Friday morning just 
because I’ve never fished it and wondered what it 
would be like. I got two strikes and landed zero 
fish in the three hours I fished. Friday afternoon I 
was back at Leech and I thought, ‘What would 
Reed do?’ So, I tied on a soft hackle. Then 
another soft hackle and another. Sigh. One time 
Tony and I were fishing the Firehole and were 
catching fish on Prince Nymphs so I tied on a jig 
version and got a strike right away. And for some 
reason the old classic Janis Joplin song was 
running through my brain: 
 
Oh, Lord, won’t you buy me a Mercedes Benz,  
my friends all drive Porches I must make 
amends… 
 
Of course I changed the lyrics to:  
Oh, Lord, won’t you help me catch one lousy trout, 
My friends are catchin’ Rainbows they’ll be 



 

 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters  July/August 2026 Newsletter Page 4 of 9 

braggin’ about. Just one little Brookie with a fly in 
his snout, 
Oh, Lord, won’t you help me catch one lousy… 
 
Just them my line came tight and I landed a very 
pretty 10” Brook trout. Devine intervention? I 
caught another one about 1/2 hour later which 
was a little bigger and then after dinner I caught a 
couple more; and the world was right again.  
I never saw anyone from our club during the three 
days I was there, so I don’t know if the trip got 
cancelled, no one could find a camp spot? 
Everyone was fishing Dog Lake? 
 
I got up early Saturday morning and was on Leech 
Lake by 6:15 but the wind was coming up and 
after fighting it for 1/2 hour I packed up and came 
home. But it was a great place to camp. And there 
isn’t any more beautiful trout than Brook trout. 
Next time I’ll pack some dry flies and some extra 
DEET. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Beautiful Brook Trout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Leech Lake: The view from inside my travel trailer 

 

Anthony Lakes 

Outing 
By Craig Anderson 

 

Although we again have been unable to 

secure the group camp, I will be going 

down to Anthony Lakes on August 11th and 

leaving on the 15th. I have checked the 

availability of campsites for that time and 

duration and there are none available. 

There are a large number of first-come, 

first-serve sites and last year several of us 

went down there during the week and had 

no problem finding a nice site. I will do the 

same this year. There are other 

campgrounds proximate to Anthony: Mud 

Lake and Grand Ronde Lake, for example in 

the unlikely event I am unable to secure a 

good site. 

  

For those of you who have not gone to 

Anthony Lake previously, the lake is a put-

and-take fishery, stocked with rainbow 

trout several times a year. There is a native 

population of brook trout. The lake has a 

surface area of 19 acres and sits at 

approximately 7100 feet. Adjacent to the 

lake is a ski area, the restaurant of which is 
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open year-round and serves pretty good 

pizza among other things. To get to the 

lake, take I-82 to Pendleton and over 

Cabbage Hill, go through LaGrande and 

keep going to North Powder. Take the exit 

and go right straight thru the intersection 

with US 30. Follow the road towards the 

mountains to the west and in about six 

miles at the tee, take a right. The 

campground is on the left just before you 

get to the ski area. It is 19 miles from the 

North Powder exit on I-82 to the 

campground. If you want to know about the 

camping situation prior to departing the Tri-

Cities, give me your text number and I will 

text you on the date you want me to text 

you. There is no cell service at the 

campground but down the road about 2 

miles, there is an area where I can text 

you. Hope to see you there.  

 

One thing for the folks planning on going to 

the Central Oregon Lakes or Anthony 

Lakes: Oregon has expanded their fishing 

craft invasive species licensing law in 2026  

to include watercraft under 10 feet in length 

and all inflatables.  You must stop at the 

border boat invasive species inspection 

locations, and you must buy a Waterway 

Access Permit available from the Boat 

Oregon Store or from the licensing on-line 

portal to help defray the costs of the 

inspectors.   

 

From more information see 

https://myodfw.com/articles/waterway-

access-and-aquatic-invasive-species-

permits 

or look at 

https://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/boater-

info/Pages/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-

Program.aspx. 

Failure to stop at an inspection station can 

result in a $115 fine.  Failure to have a valid 

Waterway Access Permit can result in a 

$115 fine.  The Waterway Access Permit 

comes in three flavors: a weekly permit is 

$6; a yearly is $20, and a two-year is $35.  

Note: non-paddle float tubes are exempt.      
 

Fly Casters Picnic 
By Jeff Drowley 

 

The Annual Club picnic will be held on 

Tuesday August 11th, at Dale and LouAnn 

Schielke’s home, 2635 Harris Avenue, 

Richland. Dinner starts at 6pm so arrive 

around 5:30 to start cooking. Bring your 

own meat to put on the grill and something 

to share (side dish, dessert, wine). The club 

will provide water, soda, beer, and paper 

plates. Feel free to bring your summer fish 

and stories to share, too. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://myodfw.com/articles/waterway-access-and-aquatic-invasive-species-permits
https://myodfw.com/articles/waterway-access-and-aquatic-invasive-species-permits
https://myodfw.com/articles/waterway-access-and-aquatic-invasive-species-permits
https://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/boater-info/Pages/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Program.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/boater-info/Pages/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Program.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/boater-info/Pages/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Program.aspx
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CBFC June 2026 

Board Meeting 

Minutes 

By Jeff Drowley 

 

The meeting was called to order by Jeff 
Drowley at 1906 hours on 06/23/2026. 

 
Present were Jeff Drowley, Craig 

Anderson, Jan Jackson, Bill Lambert, 
Wesley Nickum, Guy 

Reisenauer, Bruce Hewitt and Ray 

Williams. Absent were Scott Mitchell and 
Jim Loomis. 

 
Jeff asked if anyone had a conflict with any 

items on the agenda. None were noted. 
 

Secretary’s Report: Jeff Drowley reported 
that the meeting minutes for the May board 

meeting were drafted and sent out for 
comments to all Board members. 

Comments received were “no comment”, so 
the meeting minutes were finalized 

and sent to all Board Members and 
published in the June 2026 Newsletter. 

The Secretary’s Report was approved. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: In summary the 

club’s expenses barely exceeded income for 
the month of June. The June raffle was a 

success.  The club continues to have strong 
assets, and our budget is tracking ahead 

of remaining expected expenses for the 
year. One item of note: the storage facility 

wants us to prove we have liability 
insurance for the stored inventory or pay an 

additional $12/month. Ray is taking action 
to define what our existing liability 

insurance covers. The board approved the 
treasurer’s report for June 2026. 

 

Membership Report: The club has 88 

active members. Wes will be updating the 
roster and monthly caller list in July. 

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported 
on the following activities: 

 No monthly meeting in July or August.  
The club picnic is scheduled for August 11, 

2026, as noted in the June newsletter. The 
September meeting is scheduled for 

September 8, 2026. Brian Chan will be the 
speaker. The topic will be Leeches, Scuds 

and Blobs. 
 

The October meeting is scheduled for 

October 13, 2026. Two board 
members volunteered to give 

presentations: Craig Anderson on fishing in 
Montana this year and Jan Jackson on the 

Central Oregon Lakes Fishing trip. 
 

The November Meeting is scheduled for 
November 10, 2026. George Krumm will be 

the speaker. The topic will be fishing in 
Alaska, “Grand Slam.” 

 
The December meeting will be the 

annual gift exchange on December. 
 

Other Club Dates and Outings: 

June 18-20 Leech, Dog and Clear lakes, 
WA. trip was held with two members: Jan 

Jackson at Leech Lake all three days, 
and Jeff Drowley, with one day each in 

order at Clear Lake (10 fish, catchable), 
Dog Lake (11 fish, catchable) and Leech 

Lake (1 trophy) . The fishing in Leech was 
the best Jeff has seen on Saturday after 

the wind died off. 
 

August 11-15 Anthony Lakes, OR. Craig 
Anderson, host as noted in June newsletter. 

 
August 17-20, Central OR Lakes, (Meet at 

Fly fisher’s Place in Sisters, OR on 

17th before 5PM, fish East Lake, Paulina, 
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and Crane Prairie Reservoir, Jan Jackson, 

host. 
 

August 25, Board meeting. 
 

 
September 9-12, Lochsa River, ID. Wes 

Nickum, host. 
 

Newsletter Report: Articles for the 
newsletter are due by noon July 1, 2026. 

 
Old Business: Wes Nickum has not yet got 

pricing on obtaining club stickers or club 

license plate frames to help promote 
awareness of the club in the region. This is 

an open action for the next board 
meeting.   

 
The board discussed creating an honorary 

membership classification for long-term 
members. The board agreed; 

however, criteria need to be established 
prior to final implementation. Craig 

Anderson took an action, to review the 
charter and by-laws and report at next 

meeting. 
 

New Business/Open Microphone: The 

board discussed donating money to support 
the families that Richland Rod and Gun Club 

are sending to summer camp. It was 
motioned, seconded and approved to 

provide $200 per child (3 children) to cover 
transportation and lodging expenses getting 

to camp and back home.   
 

Meeting was adjourned at 1947 hours on 
06/23/2026. 
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 
patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of 
patterns and tips 
 
In the Riffle  - Fly tying videos and tips 
 
 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to 
Fly Fishers International 
 
 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States  
 
 
 FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake 
River Basin fish and wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 
 
 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future 
availability of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Native Fish Society  
Wild Salmon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352-0719 
 
 Date: _____________________ 
 
 Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email  
 

 Street Address:_____________________ 

 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
 Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 
 
 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($35)  
 Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card 

size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
 Who can we thank for referring you to our  Club? 

 __________________________________ 

 

 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/tightlinevideo
http://intheriffle.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org/
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.westernrivers.org/

