2026 OFFICERS
President:
Jeff Drowley
630-370-9877
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1st VP-Membership:
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2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
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Ray Williams
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Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
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Guy Reisenauer
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MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
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5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
S50/yr Business
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Wes Nickum:
360-701-7046
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Wes's email
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Columbia Basin Fly Casters

April 2026

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: April 14, 2026, at CG Public House & Catering in
Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Skip Morris - Skip is the author of 18 books on fly
fishing and fly tying (among them, FLY TYING MADE CLEAR AND
SIMPLE, FLY FISHING TROUT LAKES WITH MORRIS & CHAN, THE
ART OF TYING THE DRY FLY, and WESTERN RIVER HATCHES), is the
host on six instructional videos (TYING FOAM FLIES, FLY FISHING
FOR BASS AND PANFISH...) and has spoken for sportsman's shows,
fly-fishing shows, and fly clubs in Arizona, New Jersey, Toronto,
Alabama, Illinois--all over the US, Canada, and overseas. A few
years ago, he and Lefty Kreh were co-headliners at the Great Waters
shows in Chicago and Minneapolis.

Skip will present "Make Dry Fly and Emerger Fishing Work.”

Upcoming Fishing Events
Sun Lakes - April 29th — May 3+
Leech Lake - June 25t-27th
For descriptions see:
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/?page_id=1399

April 2026 Newsletter Page 1 of 12



Jeff’s Journal
by Jeff Drowley

Looking at the year so far, we've
accomplished a lot as an

organization: we’ve pulled off a successful
Sportsmen Show; trained a group of people
in fly casting, had a well-attended set of fly
tying classes, had a good outing at Rocky
Ford, and a well-organized and financially
successful banquet. Let’s keep this up as
we move forward!

Upcoming events include the March 28
fishing rod assembly for the April 17 Kids
Outdoor Education (KOE) fishing day(s) at
Columbia Park. The rod assembly is at
Griggs Hardware in Pasco at 9:00 AM. More
details are available at
Richlandrodandgun.org/kids-outdoor-
education. This is followed by the KOE
Fishing Days at Columbia Park, which
includes the special needs Fishing Event on
April 17 at 12:30 PM or earlier, with two
flights of two hours each, and the Kids
Fishing Day on April 18 starting at 06:30
with 6 one-hour flights with a half hour
between flights.

We then get into our next club outing, the
trip to Sun Lakes State Park, April 29 - May
3. Rich Holten is the organizer. You have to
make your own reservations and make sure
you have your 2026-2027 fishing license.
Following this there will be a Leech Lake
outing currently being planned for June 25-
27, allowing those who wish to try Clear
Lake and Dog Lake before Leech Lake on
June 27. I for one, plan to do that. There
will be a write-up about this in the next
newsletter.
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The trip to Anthony Lake date is still TBD,
because we were unable to reserve the
group camp in August or September. We
have found this past year that we can get
the first-come, first-serve campgrounds
with little trouble during the week. Anyone
with suggestions on how to get the group
campground reserved, contact Craig or Jeff.

The following outing, the Lochsa trip

is September 10-13 at the Wilderness
Gateway in Idaho. Loop C campgrounds
are recommended.

If anyone is interested in planning an outing
in July, please contact me

at aknowmanl@gmail.com or talk to me at
the general meeting.

Lastly, we have been asked to support a
WDFW educational event Saturday
September 19th at the Waitsburg Gun Club,
whereby we would tie a fly for each of the
kids participating (estimated at 75 to 150)
while talking to them about fly fishing.

Wishing you all tight lines,

Jeff

Annual Banquet
Wrap-up

By Craig Anderson

The Annual Banquet was held at Meadow
Springs Country Club on March 7t with
some interesting twists due to our speaker,
Landon Mayer, being unable to join us in
person due to inclement weather in his
home in Florissant, Colorado. Nevertheless,
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with some magnificent scrambling by Mike
Wade we were able to have an afternoon
tying demonstration by Landon through
selective use of a download of one of his
internet products. Mike chose five flies for
us to view showing Landon tying, and the
flies were unique and the demonstration
was very interesting. Two dozen members
attended the afternoon session.

Thanks to the donations of many Casters
members the evening started with a silent
auction and a fly raffle. The silent auction
items included a tying vise, loaded leader
wallet, wine basket, whiskey, pieces of art,
a rod and reel case, fly line, a tying stand, a
barrel stave wine rack, a restored bamboo
rod, fly fishing books, a Powell rod,
handmade jewelry, a Ross reel, plus other
items. Donors were Jeff Drowley, Chad
Wilkerson, Jerome Delvin, Ken Gano,
Craig Anderson, Mike Wade, Kim
Stover, Rick Hamman, Rich Holten,
Reed Kaldor, Wes Nickum, Scott
Mitchell, Susan Williams, Bob Newell,
Dennis Dauble, Dennis Kreid and
members who tied flies at the
Sportsman’s Show. A big thank you to all
members who donated items to the silent
auction. And thank you to Judie Winters
for arranging the table decorations.

The fly raffle included nineteen boxes of
excellently tied flies, three of which from
Wes Nickum were “spiked” with quality
cigars. Donors to the fly raffle were Wes
Nickum, Craig Anderson, Rod Gilge,
Ken Gano, Ted “"Sasquatch” Poston,
Stan Haff, Rich Holten, Reed Kaldor,
Mark Freshley, Guy Reisenauer, Mike
Wade, Dave Myers, Dale Shielke, and
Jim Loomis. The fly raffle proceeds
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typically cover the cost of our speaker,
which they did again this year.

Our speaker Zoomed in and provided an
interesting presentation entitled “Seeing is
Believing: Sight Fishing Secrets for Dries,
Nymphs, and Streamers.” The presentation
was well received by the members, and we
are considering having Landon Mayer back
with us next year in person. His
presentation was well organized, of a length
appropriate to the event, and interesting to
fly fishers. Over 60 people attended the
evening festivities.

The Smashed Hackle award winner was
Bruce Groth, who overturned his kayak at
the Coffeepot area of the Henry’s Fork,
losing his gear. The good news is that Bruce
is a certified SCUBA diver and hopes to
retrieve his gear this summer when several
of us will travel to the Henry’s Fork. Craig
Anderson presented the President’s Award
to Bruce Hewitt who has become a very
active member of the Casters: handling the
monthly raffle, leading the organizational
activities for the Sportsman’s Show while
recovering from surgery, with Jan Jackson
organizing the casting classes, being a
Board member and an active volunteer
when help is needed. Bruce is very much
appreciated for his support of the Casters.
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Sun Lakes 2026

The 2026 CBFC Sun Lakes outing is
scheduled for Wednesday, April 29 through
Sunday May 3. Some of CBFC, mainly us
retired folk, will be there from Wednesday
night through Sunday morning. Others
may wish to arrive later in the week. The
electrical hookup sites in the State
campground are usually all reserved by this
time, but there is plenty of dry camping in
the State Park. The Sun Lakes Resort next
to the park also has camping sites and has
some cabins for rent. Remember that if
you are not camping at the State Park, a
State Park Access Pass is required to fish
most of the lakes.

The week we have chosen is the week
following the opening of fishing in the area
lakes, except for Dry Falls and Lenore which
open earlier. The week following the season
opener offers plenty of fish, many
uneducated fish, and thinner crowds. The
one negative of fishing this time of year is
the wind which usually blows fairly hard in
the afternoon and early evening, but
mornings and late evenings were very
fishable last year. There is still plenty to do
in the afternoon -- visit Dry Falls, Grand
Coulee, and wineries in the area, walk or
bike along paths in the park, and golfing.

We fish mostly at Deep Lake although there
can be some good fishing in Perch Lake and
Park Lake. Dry Falls is nearby but we have
not had much success there in recent
years. The lakes are best fished with
pontoon boats or float tubes. There is a
very limited amount of shore fishing.
Leeches work very well at all the lakes and
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often chironomid patterns can be very
productive.

Friday morning there is breakfast at Dave
Meyer’s campsite in the upper camping area
in the State Park. Bring a lawn chair and
eating utensils plus your favorite morning
drink — Dave and Carol will provide the

rest. On Friday evening, there will be a
potluck that usually starts at about 5pm at
the upper camping area gazebo in the State
Park. A pot of curry/rice/garbanzo beans is
provided. Bring a dish to share, eating
utensils, a lawn chair, and your favorite
evening drink.

I will be camping at Site E-15. If you have
any questions, call or text me, Rich Holten
at 509-521-4291.

Introduction to Fly
Fishing Class

Rich Holten and others from the club will
teach an introductory fly-fishing class at the
Richland Community Center on May 9 from
9 am to 2 pm. If you know someone who
wants to get started in fly fishing or you
would like a refresher, this class will provide
the basics to get going including gear
selection, casting, fly selection, knots, and
places to fish. To participate in the class,
contact Richland Parks and

Recreation. There is a small fee for
participants for use of the classroom. Bring
a lunch and your favorite fly rod for
casting.
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Potholes Hike-In

By Jan Jackson

I'll be pulling my travel trailer into Potholes
State Park on May 5th and fishing the Pillar
to Widgeon chain of lakes until May 7th. If
you like hiking, packing a float tube, fins
and fly rods and catching big fish; consider
joining me. I'll be at camp site #42.

One of the fish I caught last year in the
Potholes.
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Leech Lake/Dog
Lake/Clear Lake
Outing

o Location: Central Cascades,
Washington

e Time: June 27 for Leech Lake
« Point of Contact: Jeff Drowley

Leech Lake is a small mountain lake in the
Wenatchee National Forest on US Route 12
at White Pass. The lake is stocked with
catchable rainbow trout (9-13 inch) and
some jumbo (1-1.5 pound) rainbow trout.
In addition, there are some brook trout to
be found. In years when the lake is not
stocked, the outing is moved to nearby Dog
Lake or Clear Lake, though the fish at these
tend to be smaller (catchable, not jumbo).
All three lakes have campsites available so
extending the trip is always an option for
those so inclined. A NW Forest Pass or a
Senior/America the Beautiful Pass is
required for parking at these lakes: without
either of the above, a $5 day parking pass
must be purchased at the lake. Typical
subsurface lake patterns (wooly buggers,
leeches, damsel/dragonfly nymphs, Carey
specials, chironomids, etc.) as well as
parachute Adams, renegades, and
callibaetis are always successful.

Leech Lake has little to no shore access
making a boat or floating device mandatory
for this outing. Given drive and setup times,
we normally get on the lake at ~10:30,
stop for lunch around 1 PM, and fish until
time to pack up and drive home.
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WDFW Annual Stocking Plan shows Leech
Lake gets 500 jumbo rainbow trout planted
in May or June. Clear Lake gets 17,225
catchable rainbow trout planted in the April
- June timeframe, and Dog Lake gets 7,000
catchable rainbow trout in the May-June
timeframe.

If you are planning to go up and fish more
than one consecutive day, camping
reservations will be harder to get the longer
you wait. Each lake has its own
campground, or you can choose one lake
campground and commute 30 minutes or so
to the furthest lake. The campgrounds are
managed for the forest service by White
Pass Ski Resort.

Volunteer
Opportunities

KIDS FISHING DAY - Volunteers
needed

We have traditionally supported the local
Kids Fishing Day at Columbia River Park, in
concert with the Richland Rod and Gun
Club. The Kids Fishing Day(s) will be held
this year on Friday, April 17 for physically
or mentally challenged kids from 12:30 PM
in 2 two hour sessions with a half hour in
between.

Volunteers are needed for handing out T-
shirts; unpacking, staging and handing out
rods with reels and line and artificial bait;
and help in teaching the kids how to cast,
hook and land their fish. There are also
volunteer jobs cleaning the fish for the kids
at a standalone cleaning station.
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On Saturday, April 18 there are 6 or 7
sessions starting at 06:30AM, lasting an
hour each with a half hour in between
(6:30-7:30; 8:00-9:00, 9:30-10:30,11:00-
12:00, 12:30-1:30, 2:00-3:00, and 3:30-
4:30. Volunteers are needed for the
challenged kids as listed above. There is
also a need to repair rods and reels that fail
to cast after some use.

There will be a signup sheet for those
wishing to volunteer at the April General
Meeting.

Fly Tier Volunteer Opportunity

Steve Dazey of WDFW has asked CBFC if
we would support the National Hunting and
Fishing Day on September 19, 2026,
between the hours of 09:00 and 15:00.

The event will be held locally at the
Waitsburg Gun Club. The event has
previously been held in different parts of
the state for youth outreach. The average
age is ~8 years old. Expectations are 100-
150 youth at this event. Fly tying has been
popular with numerous attendees in the
past. Participating clubs have found several
new members while tying flies for the youth
and discussing club activities and fly fishing
in general. Youth attendees usually receive
a fly to take home after the event. Please
contact Jeff Drowley if you would like to
participate.

WDFW is looking for our volunteers to tie
flies and talk to the participants. Flies do
not have to be complicated: Wooly Buggers
are recommended in the kids’ choice of
marabou color, similar to kids fly tying at
the Sportsmen Show. There will be a sign-
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up sheet at the next several general
meetings.

Salmon Summit Opportunity

The Benton Conservation District (Benton
CD) has requested assistance (volunteers)
for their "Salmon Summit” held at Columbia
Park, Kennewick. The dates and times are
April 21 and April 22 from 08:45 - 10:00
both days.

The help involves taking a bucket with
salmon smolt, putting individual fish into
cups, and having the kids carry them to the
river to release them. No assistance is
required for the set up or take-down.

Volunteers should meet at the upstream
fish release (see map) at 08:45

AM. Volunteers may park in either of the
Playground of Dreams parking lots.

The park road will be closed for this

event. To get past the barricades, tell the
volunteer that you are helping with the fish
release and they will let you through.

If you arrive before 08:45AM, join the
Benton CD folks near the stage (near the
center of the map, between C and D) for a
free t-shirt and breakfast.

Hopefully, in 3 to 5 years, these salmon will
return as catchable salmon here in the tri-
cities.
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Fly Tying Classes
Success

Fly tying classes were held at the
mezzanine of Sportsman’s Warehouse
evenings weekly from February 11 through
March 11. Craig Anderson and Reed
Kaldor were instructors and helpers were
Rich Holten, Jim Loomis, Guy
Reisenhauer, Dan Hansen and Jeff
Drowley. Attendance varied but eight
students made it through the five classes. It
was generally acknowledged that the class
was one of the best we have had with the
students both learning quickly and
producing usable flies. Over the course of
the classes we tied a leech, woolly bugger,
Montana stone, pheasant tail nymph,
flashback pheasant tail nymph, elk hair
caddis, Adams, green butt skunk, boss, and
maribou spey. For those wanting to hone
their tying skills or learn the basics, plan on
attending the classes next year in the
February/March timeframe.

March 2026 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Scott Mitchell

The meeting was called to order by Jeff
Drowley at 1901 hours on 03/24/2026.

Present were Jeff Drowley, Craig
Anderson, Scott Mitchell, Jan Jackson,
Bruce Hewitt, Guy Reisenauer, Jim Loomis,
Wesley Nickum and Ray Willaims. Absent
was Bill Lambert

Jeff asked if anyone had a conflict with any
items on the agenda. None were noted.
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Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
February board meeting were drafted and
sent out for comments to all Board
members. Comments received were
incorporated and the meeting minutes
issued final to all Board Members and
published in the March 2026 Newsletter.
The Secretary’s Report was approved.

Treasurer’s Report:

64 members, including plus ones, attended
the club’s annual banquet and paid for
meals. 74 members have paid their dues for
2026, and we now have 18 members who
are benefactors of the club. Ray delivered
the club’s profit and loss statement
(2/24/2026 - 3/24/2026) to the board prior
to the meeting. In summary the club’s
income exceeded expenses for the month of
March. The board approved the treasurer’s
report for March 2026. Ray also submitted
the club’s revised P&L for (1/27/2026 -
2/24/2026) The revised February P&L was
approved by the board. For the past two
months the club’s income has exceeded
expenses. We have strong assets and our
budget is mostly tracking for the year.

Membership Report:

Wes has cleaned up and revamped the
club’s membership roster. The club has 79
active members. 5 of the 79 active
members have outstanding dues. Wes has
also updated the monthly caller list to 9 per
caller.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
on the following activities:

e The April meeting is scheduled for
April 14, 2026. Skip Morris will be the
speaker. The topic is dry flies and
emergers.

e The May meeting is scheduled for May
12, 2026. Jeff Perin with be the
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speaker. The topic is Fishing Central
Oregon lakes.

e The June meeting is scheduled for
June 9, 2026. Brian Okeefe will be the
speaker. The topic is Trout Foods -
Rivers

e No monthly meeting in July

e The club picnic is tentatively
scheduled for August 13, 2026.
Details to follow.

e No monthly meeting in August

e The September meeting is scheduled
for September 8, 2026. Brian Chan
will be the speaker. The topic will be
Leeches, Scuds and Blobs.

e The October meeting is scheduled for
October 13, 2026, no speaker is
scheduled.

e The November Meeting is scheduled
for November 10, 2026. George
Krumm will be the speaker. The topic
will be fishing in Alaska, “Grand
Slam.”

Other Club Dates and Outings:
e March 21 - Board Meeting (Zoom)
e April 28 — Board Meeting (Zoom)
e April 29 - May 3, Sun Lakes outing
Rich Holten is hosting.

Newsletter Report: Articles for the
newsletter are due by noon April 5, 2026.

Old Business:

The club’s efforts to teach kids how to fly
fish in the local schools are moving forward.
Rich Holten is leading this effort. Chad
Wilkerson, Rich and Craig will be using
Scuds for the class. All three club members
have been approved by the Richland School
District to teach the students. No date is set
currently, but they are working towards
establishing a date. The aquarium will be
reserved.
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Steve Dazey of WDFW contacted Jeff and
asked if the club would support the National
Hunting and Fishing Day on September
19,2026, between 0900 and 1500. The
event will be held locally at the Waitsburg
Gun Club. This event has been held in
different parts of the state to reach out to
as many youths as possible. The average
age is approximately 8 years old. Past
events have had as many as 750 youth,
(Seattle-Everett area), but for this year’s
event they are expecting 100-150 youth.
Fly tying has been popular with nhumerous
attendees in the past. Participating clubs
have found several new members while
tying flies for the youth and discussing club
activities. The attendees will receive a fly to
take home after attending the event. Please
contact jeff if you would like to participate.
Jeff will place an article in the newsletter
explaining the support needed from the club
for 75-100 kids. As a general idea WDFW is
looking for the club’s help to tie flies and
talk to the participants. There will not be a
pond available for this event.

New Business:
Craig reported on the following five items.

Eight people completed all five of the fly-
tying classes this year. Two of the eight are
new club members.

Because Landon Mayer could not attend the
club banquet in person this year, he would
like to attend in person next year as our
speaker. The BOD was pleased to hear this
news.

He suggested the club support youth
attendance at the Washington Youth
Conservation Camp located on Orcas Island.
The BOD was not opposed to this idea.
Craig will contact the Richland Rod and Gun
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club regarding a possible joint venture in
this endeavor.

Craig will not be able to host the Lochsa trip
this summer due to other family
commitments. Wes volunteered to step in
and be the host. He and Craig will get
together and provide details at a future club
meeting.

The banquet was a huge success for the
club this year and was well attended. Craig
received numerous donations for the silent
auction, some of which were not displayed
and used for the silent auction. These extra
items will be turned over to Bruce Hewitt
for the monthly general club meeting raffle.

New item.

Although the club is financially sound, our
budget for monthly speaker fees will not be
enough to cover the remainder of the year.
A motion was made, seconded and
approved to use some of the profits from
banquet to cover the additional speaker
fees for 2026.

Meeting was adjourned at 1948 hours on
03/24/2026.

DISCLAIMER
The gpinions or endorsements of
products of services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.
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Worden Fly Fishing

MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

2‘95 32;0(% ,;’ [ |
A attaz est F y Cas ting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly
#Basic instruction tailored to the individual

sAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

+Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter

hem, and bring them 10 the next meetng
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352 2015
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

ORenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington )
City:
Fly F_ishing Clubs in_Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International I
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant O Family Membership ($35)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0J Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . - .
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — —_—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy

Columbia Basin Fly Casters April 2026 Newsletter Page 12 of 12



