2026 OFFICERS
President:
Jeff Drowley
630-370-9877
Jeff’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Wes Nickum
2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
Treasurer:
Ray Williams
Secretary:
Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
Bill Lambert
Newsletter Editor:
Guy Reisenauer
Past President:
Craig Anderson

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
$50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Wes Nickum:
360-701-7046

or

Wes's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

March 2026

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: March 7, 2026, Meadow Springs Country Club,
Richland, Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Landon Mayer

The Columbia Basin Fly Casters Annual Banquet will be held at
Meadow Springs Country Club on March 7, 2026. The guest
speaker and tier will be Landon Mayer, guide, author, and fly-
fishing innovator from Florissant, Colorado. Landon will provide a fly-
tying demonstration at 1:00PM in the small banquet room at the
Club. In the evening, he will speak on fly fishing in a presentation
entitled, “Seeing is Believing, Sight Fishing Secrets for Dries,
Nymphs and Streamers.” For more information on Landon see the
February newsletter on the CBFC website

at columbiabasinflycasters.org.

Upcoming Fishing Events
Sun Lakes - April 29th — May 3+
Leech Lake — TBD
For descriptions see:
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/?page_id=1399
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Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Jeff’s Journal
by Jeff Drowley

. Reminder to all that the banquet is
March 7, tickets are $50 each,
available at Sportsman’s
Warehouse through March 1. Craig
will also accept raffle/ auction
donations until March 6.

. Reminder that the fly-tying class
started on 2/11/2026 and
thereafter on Wednesday through
March 11, from 6-8PM at
Sportsman’s Warehouse. If you
would like to help teach, talk to
Craig.

. The trip to Sun Falls State Park is
April 29 - May 3. Rich Holten is
the organizer. You must make your
own reservations.

. The trip to Anthony Lake is still
TBD, because we were unable to
reserve the group camp in August
or September. We have found this
past year that we can get the first-
come, first-served campgrounds
with little trouble during the

week. Anyone with suggestions on
how to get the group campground
reserved, contact Craig or Jeff.

. Given that Labor Day is September
7, the Lochsa trip is September
10-13 at the Wilderness Gateway
in Idaho. Loop C campgrounds are
recommended.

6. March 28 9:00 AM fishing rod
assembly at Griggs in Pasco for the
KOE fishing day.

7. KOE fishing day is April 17 11AM
and April 18 7AM

8. Tie-a-Thon flies due to Dave Myers
no later than the banquet on March
7.

9. Anyone with ideas for additional
club outings, please contact Jeff at
1 (630) 370-9877

10. We are close to having
everyone’s dues in a tidy
fashion. Those of you who have
not made yourself current, please
see either Ray Williams or Wes
Nickum

11. A big thank you to those who
have become benefactor members
this year. It has provided an
operational margin for this year.

12. If you are not using the FishWA
app, you should give it a
try. Using it in pamphlet mode will
tell you the season and size and
catch limits. E.g., for Lenice Lake,
using the non-pamphlet mode
today will show the lake is closed
to fishing. Changing to pamphlet
mode, it now shows trout have a
size limit of 18" and catch limit of
1 from March 1 to November 30,
that internal combustion motors
are prohibited, selective gear rules
apply (single barbless hooks, no
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bait), but that two poles are
allowed. For fish other than trout,
statewide size and catch limits

apply.

13. The Rocky Ford Creek fishing
trip was a success, with 21
attendees. I am aware of several
large fish that were landed and
several people with multiple
fish. Unfortunately, no photos
have yet surfaced. Anyone with a
photo from the trip please contact
me or Guy Reisenauer.

14. Hope to see most of you at the
banquet!

Annual Banquet

Craig Anderson
Reprinted from February 2026 Newsletter

The Columbia Basin Fly Casters will hold our
Annual Banquet at Meadow Springs Country
Club on Saturday March 7t", Our guest
speaker and tier will be Landon Mayer. If
you subscribe to Fly Fisherman magazine
you will have seen him pictured on the
cover holding a hog, and not kind you make
bacon from. Landon has been guiding on
the South Platte River in Colorado for the
last 21 years and one full season on the
Nak Nek River in Alaska. With a passion for
fly-fishing, he has made several noteworthy
contributions to the sport both on and off
the water. Those have included travels to
fly-fishing related organizations throughout
the United States as well as teaching
through guided trips, fly-fishing classes,
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presentations, and demonstrations of his
unique techniques.

His many books include 101 Trout Tips: A
Guide’s Secrets, Tactics and Techniques;
Colorado’s Best Fly Fishing,; Sight Fishing
for Trout; and The Hunt for Giant Trout:
Top 25 Locations in the U.S. To Catch a
Trophy. Landon also developed an
instructional video, Mastering the Short
Game. He is a contributing writer for Fly
Fisherman and High-Country Angler
magazines. As an ambassador in the fly-
fishing industry, Mayer represents several
lines including Simms Fly Fishing apparel
and is a royalty fly designer for Umpqua
Feather Merchants. He is an advisory team
member to a host of fly-fishing equipment
and material suppliers. Landon resides in
Florissant, Colorado with his wife Michelle
and their four children.

A tying demonstration will occur at 1:00
PM, at 5:30PM a cocktail hour, fly raffle
entry and bidding on silent auction items,
and at 6:45 PM Dinner and Landon’s
presentation. The menu is Savory Sicilian:
Italian Sausage Links, Seared Pesto
Chicken, and Pastas. Sauces of Aromatic
Rustic Tomato Sauce and Creamy Alfredo,
Traditional Caesar Salad, Garlic-Herb
Breadsticks and an Antipasto Platter. Ticket
price for the evening activities is $50 per
person. There is no charge for merely
attending the afternoon tying
demonstration.

The fly raffle will feature boxes of flies tied
by our members (cash only) and the silent
auction will include wine baskets, fly tying
materials and equipment and possibly some
artwork (check or cash). Craig Anderson is
still looking for donations to both the fly
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raffle and silent auction. Craig will get hold
of the usual tiers for the fly raffle, but if you
haven't tied for the Banquet previously and
want to donate to the fly raffle, let Craig
know (509) 378-7849, text or call, or email
him at Cassterman1947@gmail.com. Items
for the Silent Auction should be gently used
fly fishing equipment or other items suitable
for a fly-fishing audience. Again, let Craig
know of those donations.

Tie-a-Thon 2026

By Dave Myers

This year’s Tie-a-Thon is rapidly drawing to
a close. To date, 1000 flies have been
donated. The last chance to get your
contribution in before the flies are sent off
to Indiana will be the club banquet on
March 7. This year’s flies are going to a
number of places where our sport will help
educate and rehabilitate many needy
individuals. The flies need to be in South
Bend, IN by April 11. So, if you have flies
but are unable to make the banquet, please
contact Dave Myers (509)438-1277, leave a
note or text and I will make contact and
arrange transfer. Many Thanks for your
support.

Fly Casting Class

By Jan Jackson

Bruce Hewitt had 26 people sign up for our
Casting Class at the Sportsman’s Show, but
as sometimes happens, the list dwindled to
8 people who walked into the gym on a
sunny Saturday morning in anticipation of
learning how to cast that sometimes rather
persnickety fly. To get things kicked off,
Reed Kaldor took the lead on teaching with
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Bruce filling in from time-to-time. Reed
started with the basics of how to assemble
a fly rod when he noticed one of the pupils
starting at the base instead of the tip. He
quickly worked his way up to the 10:00
o’clock, 2:00 o’clock strategy and then we
assembled in the middle of the Central
Church gym in Richland and started casting
and correcting. We had about as many
members teaching as students so the one-
on-one lessons went fast and smooth.
Teachers included: Bruce Hewitt, Reed
Kaldor, Prez Jeff Drowley, Jim Loomis, Craig
Anderson, Jan Jackson We started at 10:00
a.m. and finished by noon. I know what
you're thinking. Why wasn’t it 10:00 o’clock
to 2:00 o’clock? One of our casting class
couples, who signed up at the Sportsman’s
Show, came to our February meeting. They
had already gone to Red’s and purchased a
couple of Sage rods (I would publish the
dollar amount, but I can’t count that high)
and they are exuberant and excited about
joining our club and participating in our
outings. In fact, we had a packed house at
our February meeting, in part because of
our outreach at the Sportsman’s Show and,
of course, because our speaker for the
meeting was our own famous writer, Dennis
Dauble.
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March 2026 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Scott Mitchell

The meeting was called to order by
President Jeff Drowley at 1900 hours on
02/24/2026.

Present were Jeff Drowley, Craig
Anderson, Scott Mitchell, Jan Jackson,
Bruce Hewitt, Guy Reisenauer, Jim Loomis,
Wesley Nickum and Ray Willaims. Absent
was Bill Lambert

Jeff asked if anyone had a conflict with any
items on the agenda. None were noted.

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
January board meeting were drafted and
sent out for comments to all Board
members. Comments received were
incorporated and the meeting minutes
issued final to all Board Members and
published in the February 2026 Newsletter.
The Secretary’s Report was approved.

Treasurer’s Report:

31 members attended the February meeting
and paid for meals. 68 members have paid
their dues for 2026. We now have 17
members who are benefactors of the club.
Ray delivered the club’s profit and loss
statement (1/1/2026-1/27/2026) to the
board prior to the meeting. In summary the
club’s income exceeded expenses for the
month of January. The board approved the
treasurer’s report for January 2026. Ray
also submitted the club’s P&L for
(1/27/2026 - 2/24/2026): however, there
were few minor corrections needed. Ray will
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update February’s P&L and the board will
review at the March BOD meeting. For the
past two months the club’s income has
exceeded expenses. We have strong assets
and our budget is tracking for the year.

Membership Report:

Wes has cleaned up and revamped the
club’s membership roster. The club has 78
active members. 4 of the 78 active
members have paid but Wes does not have
current registration paperwork for the 4
members. Wes will follow up with the 4
members and Ray Willaims to locate the
missing registration paperwork. Wes has
attempted to contact 20 past members (not
part of the 78 active members) who have
not kept their dues current. He has received
no response to his attempts. He will
attempt one more time and if there is no
response the past members will be dropped
from the club roster. Wes has also updated
the monthly caller list. Steve Vaughn and
Joe Peterson have joined the group of
monthly callers for the club meetings.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
on the following activities:

e The Club annual banquet will be
on March 7, 2026. The speaker
will be Landon Mayer

e The April meeting is scheduled
for April 14, 2026. Skip Morris
will be the speaker. The topic is
dry flies and emergers.

e The May meeting is scheduled
for May 12, 2026. Jeff Perin
with be the speaker. The topic
is fishing central Oregon lakes.

e The June meeting is scheduled
for June 9, 2026. Brian Okeefe
will be the speaker.
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The topic is Trout foods - Rivers

e No monthly meeting in July

e The club picnic is tentatively
scheduled for August 13, 2026.
Details to follow.

e No monthly meeting in August

e The September meeting is
scheduled for September 8,
2026. Brian Chan will be the
speaker. The topic will be
Leeches, Scuds and Blobs.

e The October meeting is
scheduled for October 13, 2026,
no speaker is scheduled yet.

e The November Meeting is
scheduled for November 10,
2026. George Krumm will be
the speaker. The topic will be
fishing in Alaska, “"Grand Slam.

»

Other Club Dates and Outings:

e February 11 and the next four
(4) Wednesdays through 3/11.
Fly Tying class at Sportsman’s
Warehouse 6PM to 8PM. Three
classes left.

e February 21 - Rocky Ford Creek
Fishing / Chili Feed. Jeff
Drowley is the lead. The event
was well attended; several fish
were caught by club members.

e March 7 - Club Banquet

e March 10 - No club meeting due
to the club banquet on 3/7.

e March 21 - Board Meeting
(Zoom)

e April 28 - Board Meeting
(Zoom)

e April 29 - May 3, Sun Lakes
outing Rich Holten is hosting.
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Newsletter Report: Articles for the
newsletter are due by noon February 28,
2026.

Old Business:

The club banquet is scheduled for March 7,
2026, at Meadow Springs Country Club and
the speaker will be Landon Mayer. Tickets
are $50 per person. Tickets are available at
Sportsman Warehouse until March 1, 2026.
Craig reviewed the banquet agenda and
duties required of some club members.
Please consider donating flies and/or other
items for the silent auctions. Craig is
heading this effort.

As usual there will be a fly-tying seminar
starting at 1PM on 3/7/2026 at Meadow
Springs Country club prior to the banquet.

The kids’ program is under development by
Rich Holten, Craig Anderson and Chad
Wilkerson. It may feature young children
with scuds in an aquarium for interest.

The club’s efforts to teach kids how to fly
fish in the local schools are moving forward.
Rich Holten is leading this effort. The focus
is on eighth grade students. Rich has
reserved the aquarium. Craig is sourcing
Scuds for the students to catch.

The club once again hosted a fly-casting
class. The date was February 7, 2026.
There was one session between 10AM to
Noon. The class was held in the Central
Church Gymnasium, Jan and Bruce were
the leads. Eight people participated out of
the 15 who signed up at the Sportsman
show.
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The club is once again hosting a fly-tying
class at the Sportsman’s Warehouse located
in Kennewick between February 18 and
March 18, 2026. Please reach out to Craig
Anderson if interested, 3 classes are
remaining.

Steve Dazey of WDFW contacted Jeff and
asked if the club would support the National
Hunting and Fishing Day on September
19,2026, between 0900 and 1500. The
event will be held locally at the Waitsburg
Gun Club. This event has been held in
different parts of the state to reach out to
as many youths as possible. The average
age is approximately 8 years old. Past
events have had as many as 750 youth,
(Seattle-Everett area), but for this year’s
event they are expecting 100-150 youth.
Fly tying has been popular with numerous
attendees in the past. Participating clubs
have found several new members while
tying flies for the youth and discussing club
activities. The attendees will receive a fly to
take home after attending the event. Please
contact Jeff if you would like to participate.

New Business:

The club received a nice thank you letter
from Casting for Recovery in response to
the club’s charitable donation at the end of
2025.

The board discussed comping the meals for
the monthly speakers. After a healthy
discussion, the board passed the motion to
comp the monthly speaker meals 7 to 2.

The board discussed again the process of
booking group camping spots in Oregon and
Washington. It appears some organizations
are gaming the reservation system then
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cancelling dates at the last minute. The
problem for other groups is they do not
have enough time to organize trips if dates
are cancelled at the last minute. The club is
continuing to look for opportunities to
improve this. Most likely it will take changes
at the state level to improve the reservation
system.

Craig Anderson confirmed he had the key to
the club’s storage locker.

Meeting was adjourned at 2011 hours on
2/24/2026.

Fly of the Month

Brown Nymph

Hook: size 12 to 20 curved nymph hook.
Thread: 6/0 - 10/0 brown or black.
Bead: gold or black brass or tungsten -
sized for the hook.

Tail: strands of pheasant tail.

Body: brown - fine braiding vinyl
(translucent).

Colar: brown ostrich herl.
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Worden Fly Fishing
MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS"

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
o them, and bring I“L"ﬁ 10 the next meeting.

Tight lines and BIG fish.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are miElr the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect ‘the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Russ Browres
A Cattaz[s West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fTy

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

sAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

«Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352 2015
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

ORenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington )
City:
Fly F_ishing Clubs in_Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International I
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant O Family Membership ($35)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0J Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . - .
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — —_—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy

Columbia Basin Fly Casters March 2026 Newsletter Page 9 of 9



