2026 OFFICERS
President:
Jeff Drowley
630-370-9877
Craig’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Wes Nickum
2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
Treasurer:
Ray Williams
Secretary:
Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
Bill Lambert
Newsletter Editor:
Guy Reisenauer
Past President:
Craig Anderson

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
S50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Wes Nickum:
360-701-7046 or

Wes's email

Submit Article
for Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

January 2026

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: January 13, 2026, at CG Public House & Catering
in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: George Krumm - Togiak River Kings

George Krumm is the Editor of both Fish Alaska and Hunt Alaska
magazines, a freelance writer, photographer, and speaker. He has
fished and hunted from Patagonia to Alaska and has been writing
professionally since 2003. George writes several feature

articles per year for various publications, plus he writes the “Editor’s
Creel” and “Flyfishing” columns for Fish Alaska, and he wrote a
“Stillwater” (flyfishing) column for more than nine years. His
specialties include single and two-handed flyfishing, fly tying,

and conventional gear fishing for everything from trout to salmon to
halibut to white sturgeon. George has appeared in several televisions
shows about fishing for Pacific Northwest species in Alaska,
Washington, and Oregon. George has been a guest on Podcasts such
as the Wet Fly Swing, American Outdoor Radio, and others, and is
often invited to speak at flyfishing clubs and other fishing
organizations throughout the Pacific Northwest. He has presented
seminars at outdoor shows on a variety of topics. George won first
place in the Northwest Outdoor Writers Association Excellence in
Craft contest in the highly competitive Column of the Year category
in 2021 and 2023 for Fish Alaska’s “Editor’s Creel” column, and
Magazine Article of the Year in 2023. George has been tying flies
since the age of seven, and has been building fishing rods for three
decades. George lived in Alaska for 20 years and now makes his
home in the Pacific Northwest.

Upcoming Fishing Events
Rocky Ford - February 21, 2026
Sun Lakes - April 2026 TBD
For descriptions see:
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/?page_id=1399
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President’s Message
by Jeff Drowley

I would like to welcome all the members of
Columbia Basin Fly Casters to the club for
2026. This year we are trying to get
everyone ‘s membership status up to date
as of the January and February General
Meetings.

We have our usual busy late winter early
spring, where we will be demonstrating fly
tying and attracting new members at the
Sportsmen Show January 23 - 25, 2026 at
the HAPO Center in Pasco. We also will be
raffling off a rod/reel combination at our
booth and signing people up for casting and
fly-tying classes. The write-up for the
Sportsmen Show is located elsewhere in
this newsletter.

We are following up on the signups for fly
casting with two sessions of fly casting at
the Central United Protestant Church
Gymnasium on February 7, 2026, at 10 AM
-12 noon, and again from 1 PM - 3 PM.

We are following up on the signups for fly
tying on Wednesdays from February 18 to
March 18, 2026, at 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
each of the five nights.

The first outing for the year will be at Rocky
Ford Creek on February 21, 2026. There
will be chili and hotdogs for those who go.
This outing is covered elsewhere in this
newsletter. Those planning to go and eat
need to contact Jeff Drowley ahead of time
to ensure we bring enough food.

On March 7, 2026 we will be having our
annual banquet at the Meadow Springs
Country Club. Tickets will be available from

Craig Anderson at the January and February

General Meetings.

Later in the year we have outings to Sun
Lakes State Park, to Leech Lake/Dog
Lake/Clear Lake in the White Pass area, to
Wilderness Gateway campground on the
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Lochsa River in Idaho, and to Anthony
Lakes in Oregon. If members are
interested in leading an outing to another
location, please advise board members, but
be prepared to lead the trip. The trips will
have articles in the newsletter prior to the
events, we have also added an “Outings”
trip to the web page where you can look up
all the known outings for a description.

The specific date is not yet published, but
the Kids Fishing Day at Columbia Park Pond
had registration in March and the actual
fishing in mid-April in years past. This is an
opportunity to get young children (range 5-
14) interested in fishing. There are
volunteer opportunities to assemble the
rods, separate bait, teach casting and hook-
ups and land some really nice fish. We also
clean the fish for the kids.

In the monthly newsletters, there will be a
description of the Speaker and Topic for the
General Meeting for that month. Except for
the Banquet on the first Saturday in March,
the general meetings are the second
Tuesday of January, February, April, May,
June, September, October, November, and
December.

Jeff Drowley
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Rocky Ford Creek

Outing
Saturday February 21, 2026

Rocky Ford Creek is a catch and release
fishery with special fly-fishing only
regulations.

It is located due east of Ephrata and south
of Soap Lake, about a two hour drive from
the Tri-Cities.

This is the only true spring creek in
Washington, and it holds rainbow trout as
large as eight pounds. The water is fishable
all year due to the spring’s constant water
temperature. No wading is allowed, but
waders are recommended in early spring for
warmth and protection from the slippery
mud in the area. A landing net is helpful to
avoid injury to the fish during bank
landings.

Effective flies include size 14 - 18 olive
scuds, 18 - 20 Blue Winged Olives, 22 - 24
black midges, parachute Adams, blood
worms and good old brown or chartreuse
Wooly Buggers. The club provides a chili
and hat dog lunch at this outing. A
Discovery Pass or WDFW Vehicle Access
Pass is required,

People should plan to meet at 0715 at the
Richland WINCO parking lot near Big 5, to
allow carpooling. The intent is to do
carpooling and be leaving the parking lot at
0730, which would put our arrival at Rocky
Ford at 0915.

Response to Jeff Drowley
(aknowman1@gmail.com or text to (630) 370-
9877) is required for food planning and
carpooling arrangements.
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2026 Tri Cities
Sportsmen show

The Sportsmen Show runs from 12:00 noon
Friday Jan 23 until 7:00 PM at HAPO Center
in Pasco. Saturday hours are 10:00 AM to
6:00 Pm and Sunday hours are 10:00 AM
until 4: PM.

General admission is located on the west
side of the building; exhibitors enter
through the south side of building. All
Columbia Basin Fly Casters would enter
through the exhibitor door and obtain
badges at the check-in table. Once you
have completed your booth shift you must
return your badges back to the check-

in table. Please arrive at least 15 minutes
early to claim your badge and be ready to
set up in booth for fly tying.

We can still use a couple more bodies to
assist with set up and booth tear down.
check with Bruce at the Jan 13 meeting to
sign up.

Reminder: our 2 booths cost our club
nothing since we staff the fly-tying theater,
provide basic instruction on those wishing
to learn to fly ties and discuss our club
service activities. Please come join the
camaraderie and help promote our club to
potential new members.
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Request for
Donations for Annual
Banquet

Several years ago we lost our ability with
the Richland Rod and Gun Club to raise a
good bit of funds from the Art in the Park
salmon booth. This booth required a lot of
effort by many members led by Dale
Shielke and funded many of our activities
including speakers, outing expenses, fly
tying class materials and other
administrative costs.

At that same time, we could afford what
today appear to be elaborate prizes to
members for their contribution to the
Casters, to charities, and non-profits whose
mission was related to our mission. Times
changed and for the last several years we
have done two things that have eased the
burden resulting from loss of the salmon
booth: accepting donations for the Silent
Auction at the Annual Banquet and
establishing the Benefactor program where
members and donate $100 beyond their
membership fee. Both have been
remarkably successful, totally because of
the generosity of our members. We have
not skipped a beat...great speakers, free
classes, expense coverage.

The Banquet is upcoming as well as our

dues and membership renewal this month. I

was able to find a new Ross reel that I
haven't used since I obtained it, the same
with an unused Sage III 8 weight rod.
Denny Kreid left us a compact tying vise,
and I will donate my usual wine basket. So
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we have some items to go into the Annual
Banquet Silent Auction. But we could use
more. If you have some items, gently used
or new, that you can spare, let me know
(Castermani1947@gmail.com or (509) 378-
7849. A healthy Silent Auction will be up to
you. Please consider a donation to keep our
club strong financially.

Craig Anderson
Past President

Tip of the Month
Fishing During

Freezing Weather
By Bruce Hewitt

Many of us have found fishing during
freezing weather to be a frustration as rod
guides ice up and prevent our lines
traveling freely as we cast. Solutions are
limited to swishing our rod in the water
itself; or, an easier and longer lasting
solution is as simple as reaching into our
pocket for our Chap Stick lip balm. The
petroleum base coats your rod guides and
allows multiple casts before icing

recurs. This also lubricates the line

itself. Try this next time you venture out to
cast a fly during freezing temps.
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December Board

Meeting Minutes
by Scott Mitchel

CBFC Board Meeting Minutes for
12/30/2025

The meeting was called to order by
President Craig Anderson at 1859 hours on
12/30/2025.

Present were Craig Anderson, Scott
Mitchell, Ray Willaims, Jan Jackson, Bruce
Hewitt, Wesley Nickum, Guy Reisenauer,
Jeff Drowley and Jim Loomis. Absent were:
Elver Robbins and Bill Lambert.

Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with
any items on the agenda. None were
noted.

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
November board meeting were drafted and
sent out for comments to all Board
members. Comments received were
incorporated and the meeting minutes
issued final to all Board Members and
published in the December 2025
Newsletter. The Secretary’s Report was
approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Williams sent
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss
Statement covering (11/25/2025 -
12/23/2025), 2026 Budget proposal, and a
summary of the club’s 2025 gross receipts
in separate correspondence to the board
members. 29 club members and guests
attended the December meeting and paid
for meals. In summary, the P&L report
shows income exceeded expenses for the
period by approximately $102. The annual
club budget tracked overall for 2025. Ray
reiterated the club’s nine members who
chose to be benefactors helped the club
stay in budget this year. Please consider
becoming a 2026 benefactor. Ray will be
accepting 2026 dues and benefactor
payments for 2026 after January 1, 2026.
Ray requested these payments made by
check if possible. The treasurer’s report was
approved. Craig asked the board to review
the treasure’s annual report and 2026
budget, and to provide comments no later
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than 1/10/26. The annual report will be
published in the February 2026 newsletter.

Membership Report: Wes submitted an
updated membership roster to the board
prior to the meeting. A discussion was held
regarding the membership roster and Wes
will be making a few modifications prior to
the next board meeting in January. The
board also discussed sending a delinquent
dues notice to delinquent members. Craig
asked the board to review Wes’s proposed
Iec}ter and respond to Wes by 1/10/26 with
edits.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
on the following activities:

e The January meeting is January
13, 2026, George Krumm will
be the speaker. The topic is
Togiak River Kings.

e The February Meeting is
February 10, 2026, Dennis
Dauble will be the speaker. The
topic is Blue Mountain Streams.

e The Club annual banquet will be
on March 7, 2026. The speaker
will be Landon Mayer

e The April meeting is scheduled
for April 14, 2026. Skip Morris
will be the speaker. The topic is
dry flies and emergers.

e The May meeting is scheduled
for May 12, 2026. Jeff Perin
with be the speaker.

The topic is fishing central
Oregon lakes.

e The June meeting is scheduled
for June 9, 2026. Brian Okeefe
will be the speaker.
The topic is Trout foods - Rivers

¢ No speakers have been
scheduled for after the summer
break at this time.

Newsletter Report: Articles for the
December newsletter are due by noon
January 4, 2025.

Old Business:

The club banquet is scheduled for March 7,
2026, at Meadow Springs Country Club and
the speaker will be Landon Mayer.

Please consider donating flies and/or other

items for the silent auctions. Craig is
heading this effort.
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consideration and inclusion in the

Bruce Hewitt reported that we have newsletter.
adequate support from the club for the
annual Sportsman Show in January 2026;
however, we can always use additional
support in the booth. Please reach out to
Bruce regarding participating in this annual
event. Bruce has sent the current list of
participants to the show’s promoter for
access to the show through the vendor
entrance. Sign-up sheets will be available at
the January meeting.

The club’s efforts to teach kids how to fly
fish in the local schools should kick off in
January or February. Rich Holten is leading
this effort.

The club will once again host a fly-casting
class approximately two weeks after the
Sportsmen show. The date will be February
7, 2026. There will be two sessions between
10AM to Noon, and 1PM to 3PM. The class
will be held in the Central Church
Gymnasium at 1124 Stevens Drive,
Richland, WA.

The club will once again host a fly-tying
class at the Sportsman’s Warehouse located
in Kennewick between February 18 and
March 18, 2026. Please reach out to Craig
Anderson or sign up during the Sportsman’s
Show in January.

New Business:

The club received a response from the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
regarding the club’s previous letter about
the current fishing rules for the Tucannon
River. In summary, the state believes the
current rules are sufficient and if any
further revisions are required the next step
would be to, "Warrant full closure of fishing
for all anglers.”

Meeting was adjourned at 1943 hours on
12/30/2025.

Editor’s Note

If you have any tips, favorite fly patterns,
trip pictures and details relevant to the
club, please send them to Guy Reisenauer
at gfreisenauer@gmail.com for
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Worden Fly Fishing
MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
0 them, and bring them 10 the next meetng.

Tight lines and BIG fish.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are miElr the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect ‘the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Russ Browres
/s attaz[s West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fTy

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

sAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

«Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352-0791
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

ORenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington )
City:
Fly F_ishing Clubs in_Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International I
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant O Family Membership ($35)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0J Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . - .
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — —_—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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