2024 OFFICERS
President:
Craig Anderson
509-378-7849
Craig’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Wes Nickum
2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
Treasurer:
Ray Williams
Secretary:
Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Elver Robbins
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
Newsletter Editor:
Kyle Kneese
Past President:
Guy Reisenauer

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
S50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Wes Nickum:
360-701-7046 or
Wes's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

December 2025

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: December 9, 2025, at CG Public House &
Catering in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Holiday Gift Exchange

Craig Anderson will be leading the holiday gift exchange. This
is great fun for attendees. Please read Craig’s description and
rules article in the newsletter.

Upcoming Fishing Events
Rocky Ford - February 2026 TBD
Sun Lakes - April 2026 TBD
For descriptions see:
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/?page_id=1399
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President’s Tippet

by Craig Anderson

As a history buff, I earnestly awaited and
watched the Ken Burns documentary series
American Revolution on PBS, a six-part
series airing in November. I graduated from
Fort Edward high school more than a few
moons ago. Fort Edward was mentioned
several times in the series as a point of
troop movements and skirmishes. In the
French and Indian War, an island in the
middle of the Hudson in the town was the
headquarters of Robert Rogers of Rogers
Rangers, Rogers is played by Spencer Tracy
in the 1940 classic movie Northwest
Passage. In the time of the Revolution, you
could travel by water from New York City
north to Canada except for an eleven mile
portage from Fort Edward to Fort Ann. The
Hudson River was navigable from New York
City to Fort Edward, but impassable
waterfalls upstream required that you
portage to Fort Ann creek on which you
could float north to Skenesborough and
launch onto Lake Champlain, which now
separates New York State and Vermont, at
the time one colony. The traveler could float
Lake Champlain over 100 miles into the
Richelieu River (named after Cardinal
Richelieu of Three Musketeers notoriety),
and from there to the St. Lawrence River
draining the Great Lakes, and to Quebec
City or Montreal. Both ends of the portage
starting in Fort Edward were fortified to
protect travelers in case of attacks from
Native Americans. Fort Edward was 15
miles from the Batten Kill River.

My dad was a Methodist minister, and with
a Scots background and naturally frugal, he
had the ability to get financially troubled

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

November 2025 Newsletter

parishes back to health. So, we moved
frequently. Before moving to Fort Edward,
we lived in Willsboro, New York a small
town sixty miles from the Canadian border
and close enough to go to Montreal
shopping. A moderate sized river, the
Bouquet River pronounced bow-quette, not
bow-kay, flowed through Willsboro,
headwaters near Lake Placid and
discharging into Lake Champlain a few
miles downstream. My family home abutted
the river. A half mile below our home was a
bridge over the Bouquet and another half
mile below that a small dam used to route
water into a pulp plant. The bridge
abutments narrowed the river sufficiently
that in the spring when the ice broke up, it
would jam up at the bridge, flooding our
garden and leaving sheets of the ice floe in
the garden. We would be woken in the night
by the fire department folks dynamiting the
ice to get it moving beyond the bridge.
Recently, the dam was removed and
Atlantic salmon now reach up the St.
Lawrence, the Richelieu, and down the Lake
and into the Bouquet to spawn.

I learned to fish on the Bouquet. The river
was populated by suckers, shiners, eels and
an occasional rainbow. My brother and I
and the neighborhood boys would fish with
nightcrawlers in abundance in our large
yard, caught obviously at night. We fished
with bare hooks, crawlers, and large split
shot sinkers. We would turn over rocks for
dobsons or crayfish, which on a bare hook
would improve chances of catching a
rainbow, or at least we thought so. We
would catch dreaded eels that were
impossible to get off a hook even by
stepping on their heads and trying to pry
out and save a “valuable” hook. The
alternative was to smack them on the rocks
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to attempt to kill them and retrieve the
hook, nearly impossible. Willsboro was 15
miles from the Ausable River.

My parents moved to Middleburgh, New
York after I finished Syracuse University,
and I would visit them there on holidays
from places I lived until they retired and
moved six miles from Willsboro. Their home
was 60 miles from the Beaverkill River,
considered by many to be the birthplace of
flyfishing in the United States.

So, what's my point? I lived within fifteen
miles of two of the most famous fly-fishing
rivers in New York and drove by another on
my way to visit parents. I didn’t learn to fly
fish until I moved here to the Tri-Cities.
What a misspent youth!!

Holiday Gift

Exchange
By Craig Anderson

Our December 9% meeting will feature our
Annual Holiday Gift Exchange. If you want
to participate, bring a wrapped gift not
identifiable by name or other. Bottles of
wine, boxes of flies, Christmas novelties, fly
fishing items are typical gifts. The rules are
pretty simple, place your gift on a table set
up for the event and draw a ticket from
Craig. The person holding ticket #1 at the
start of the exchange will select a gift from
the table. Participants are not allowed to
lift, shake or otherwise handle a gift to
attempt to identify it. Once touching the
gift, the item is owned by the ticket holder.
The person holding the next ticket by
number will then either take the gift taken
by the first ticket holder or take another gift
from the table. The exchange will continue
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with ticket holders stealing a gift from
someone holding a gift he/she wants or
selecting another gift from the table. Once a
gift is owned by the third, the gift is frozen
and may no longer be stolen by a person
whose turn it is. A person whose selected
gift is stolen may choose a gift from the
table or steal a gift from someone holding
an unfrozen gift. This process continues
until all gifts are off the table. The person
drawing ticket number 1 has one last
chance to steal a gift unless he/she already
had his/her gift stolen and thus had the
opportunity to select another gift.

Please plan on attending and come with
your spouse, each of you with a gift. The
chance of going home with a highly desired
gift is increased if you come as a couple and
act as a team. Gifts needn’t be expensive
but should be something that a participant
might want.

Reminder: Dues Due in January

Our annual dues are available to be paid in
January. The cost of regular membership is
$35. If you wish to help Casters’ finances,
consider donating an additional $100. In
2025, we had nine people donate an
additional amount to be recognized as a
Benefactor. Some of the Benefactors did
not want to be recognized as such, but we
will recognize those not restricting their
donation as anonymous. Thanks to the
Benefactors our financial situation is stable,
without them we would not have had a
balanced budget. Please make your dues or
Benefactor donation by check, if possible.
That greatly simplifies our accounting
methods by not mixing monthly dinner
receipts and dues. Please do not pay your
dues until January.
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November 2025
Board Meeting

Minutes
By Scott Mitchell

The meeting was called to order by
President Craig Anderson at 1900 hours on
11/25/2025.

Present were Craig Anderson, Scott
Mitchell, Ray Willaims, Jan Jackson, Wesley
Nickum, Guy Rerisenaur. Absent were:
Elver Robbins, Bruce Hewitt and Jim
Loomis.

Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with
any items on the agenda. None were
noted.

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
October board meeting were drafted and
sent out for comments to all Board
members. Comments received were
incorporated and the meeting minutes
issued final to all Board Members and
published in the October 2025
Newsletter. The Secretary’s Report was
approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Williams sent
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss
Statement covering (10/28/2025 -
11/25/2025) in separate correspondence to
the board members. 23 members attended
and paid for dinner at the November
meeting. In summary, the report shows
expenses exceeded income for the period
by approximately $266. The annual club
budget is tracking overall. Ray will be
accepting 2026 dues and benefactor
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payments for 2026 after January 1, 2026.
Ray requested these payments made by
check if possible. Ray also stated the club’s
nine members who chose to be benefactors
helped the club stay in budget this year.
Please consider becoming a 2026
benefactor. The treasurer’s report was
approved.

Membership Report: Club Membership is
approximately 86. Approximately 70
members have paid their dues for 2025.
Wes will be contacting those 16 members
who ae in arrears. Wes will also be joining
Ray at the monthly meetings to meet with
those members who need to bring their
2025 club dues current. Wes will add the
annual club holiday party to the club’s
Facebook page to help promote the event.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
on the following activities:

o« The December General Meeting is
December 9, 2025 (Christmas Gift
Exchange)

o The January meeting is January 13,
2026, George Krumm will be the
speaker. The topic is Togiak River
Kings.

e The February Meeting is February 10,
2026, Dennis Dauble will be the
speaker. The topic is Blue Mountain
Streams.

o The Club annual banquet will be on
March 7, 2026. The speaker will be
Landon Mayer

o The April meeting is scheduled for
April 14, 2026. Skip Morris will be the
speaker. The topic is dry flies and
emergers.
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o« The May meeting is scheduled for May
12, 2026. Jeff Perin with be the
speaker.

The topic is fishing central Oregon lakes.

o The June meeting is scheduled for
June 9, 2026. Brian Okeefe will be the
speaker.

The topic is Trout foods - Rivers

Newsletter Report: Articles for the
November newsletter are due by noon
November 30, 2025.

Old Business:

The club banquet is scheduled for March 7,
2026 at Meadow Springs Country Club and
the speaker will be Landon Mayer.

Improved communications with
membership: The club has added a new tab
to the club website regarding club outings
including host contact information. Please
visit the club website for more information
and trip updates.

Bruce Hewitt is taking the lead on the club’s
participation for the annual Sportsman
Show in January 2026. Please reach out to
Bruce regarding participating in this annual
event. Sign up sheets will be available at
the December meeting.

The clubs efforts to teach kid’s how to fly
fish in the local schools should kick off in
January or February. Craig will reach out to
Rich Holden to follow up.

Craig met with GC Public House and the
club’s dinner/meeting agreement will
remain the same for 2026. Several boards
members commented on how good the
November meal tasted.
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The board nominated Rich Holten for the
Lecter Lambuth Angling Craftsman Award.
The award is presented by the Washington
State Fly Club. Please see Rich’s nomination
article elsewhere in this newsletter. No
update about the nomination.

The annual banquet will be approaching
soon. Please consider donating flies and/or
other items for the silent auctions. Craig will
be heading this effort.

New Business:

The club will once again host a fly-casting
class approximately two weeks after the
Sportsman’s show. The date will be
February 7, 2026. There will be two
sessions between 10AM to Noon, and 1PM
to 3PM. The class will be held in the Central
Church Gymnasium at 1124 Stevens Drive,
Richland, WA.

The club will once again host a fly-tying
class at the Sportsman’s Warehouse located
in Kennewick between February 18 and
March 18, 2026. Please reach out to Craig
Anderson or sign up during the Sportsman’s
Show in January.

Meeting was adjourned at 1932 hours on
11/25/2025.
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Worden Fly Fishing
MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com  Cell -(406) 683-2721

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Fleaze torward a copy of this nawslattar
1o thiem, and bring them 1o the next maating.

Tight line= and BIG fish.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Russ Browns
NI Cattails West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

#Basic instruction tailored to the individual

eAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

eCustom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 .4 Cattails.west@charter.net -4 Richland, WA
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352 0791
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

URenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington .
City:
Fly F?shing Clubs in'Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International -
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant OJ Family Membership ($35)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0 Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . _— .
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — —_—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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