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2024 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Craig Anderson 
 509-378-7849 
 Craig’s email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Wes Nickum 
 2nd VP-Programs: 
   Jan Jackson 
 Treasurer: 
   Ray Williams 
 Secretary: 
   Scott Mitchell 
 Directors at large: 
   Elver Robbins 
   Bruce Hewitt 
   Jim Loomis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Kyle Kneese 
 Past President: 
   Guy Reisenauer 
 
MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host 
 6:00pm - Dinner - $26 
 6:45pm - Program - free 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $35/yr Indiv&Family 
 $50/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
 Rich's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 
 
Submit Article 
for Newsletter  
 

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  November 11, 2025, at CG Public House & 
Catering in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm. 

Upcoming Fishing Events 
Rocky Ford – February 2026 TBD 
Sun Lakes – April 2026 TBD 
For descriptions see: 
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/?page_id=1399 
 

November 2025 

PROGRAM:  Jim Loomis 
 
Jim Loomis will talk about his trip with Reed Kaldor to the Igloo Lake 
Lodge in Labrador, Canada and his three previous trips to the 
Kamchatka Peninsula in Russia.  While it is not possible to go to 
Kamchatka during the Russia – Ukraine war, this presentation should 
be of interest, especially to members who have joined since 2015. 
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President’s Tippet 
by Craig Anderson 

 
It is Halloween night as I write this article, 
and streams closed this weekend. So, as I 
mentioned I would in last month’s message, 
I went up to the South Fork of the Walla 
Walla one last time, to see if I could 
resurrect my hopes that the river was 
recovering. Historically at this time of year 
October caddis are everywhere, leaves are 
in the water, and a chill is in the air. I found 
the last two and not the first. I arrived to an 
air temperature of 38F and a water 
temperature of 41F. My feet are still 
thawing. There were an abundance of 
leaves on the water and the trail, but I saw 
only one caddis during my time there, and 
it was not an October caddis. It was 
probably a size 14 bug, maybe a hydro 
psyche, but it was headed upriver 
thankfully as all good caddis adults should 
do. I managed to hook a few fish on caddis 
patterns, landing none, but discovered 
some new water to fish…water below a 
cascade in moderately fast water, and a 
new-to-me hole that looked promising but 
resulted in only a “dink strike.” On the way 
out I was surprised by an Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife worker from LaGrande who was 
climbing down a cliff high above the water 
onto my path. A cougar had killed a deer 
about 1300 feet up the hill, and he had 
retrieved a collar from the deer. He told me 
that by the looks of things the cougar had 
been feasting on the kill recently and 
thought that he might have driven the 
cougar off the carcass as he approached it. 
He didn’t ask to see my license, but that is 
two-for-two on my last two trips up there 
running into an ODFW person, so make 
sure you have your license handy. The trail 

is officially closed but I met five other 
people on it, and it is obvious that with the 
exception of removing two huge old growth 
(over 100 ring) trees blocking the trail, no 
attempt to clear the trail has been made 
and vegetation is clearly moving into it. A 
few miles up from Harris Park, you have to 
scramble up a compacted dirt cliff to stay 
on the trail that I did not attempt with only 
felt bottom boots. I have no idea how the 
owners of cabins upriver are getting to 
them. The river remains a disaster for 
fishing even in its most productive time. 
At the last monthly meeting, a question was 
raised as to whether an individual had paid 
his dues for 2025. There is an Excel 
spreadsheet prepared by Wes Nickum that 
shows those paid and not paid. I will have 
that with me at the November meeting to 
answer that question for you. We are 
missing payment from some members, and 
we will be chasing those down.  
For me, I fulfilled a New Year’s resolution to 
do more fishing this year, and I see by my 
fishing gear checklist that I got out fourteen 
times over the summer. I fished more but 
I’m not sure I caught more. My best fishing 
times were with the Casters crew (that’s a 
non-so-subtle hint, folks). As winter 
approaches, it may seem early, but it is 
time to start thinking about our Banquet on 
March 7th. Landon Mayer will be our 
speaker.  As you stash away fishing gear, 
think about donating new or slightly used 
items for our silent auction; and some flies 
to contribute to our fly raffle. I will be 
calling past tiers. Happy Holidays!!  
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Congratulations to 
Rich Holten 

 
October 14, 2025                                                                                     
 
Columbia Basin Fly Casters 
P. O. Box 791 
Richland, WA  99352 
   
WFFC Awards Committee 
c/o Bill Neal, Chairman 
9016 S.E. 51st Place  
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
 
Re:   Letcher Lambuth Angling 

Craftsman Award – 
Nomination, Columbia Basin 
Fly Casters.  

Club’s Nominee:   Rich Holten 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
Please except our Club’s nominee, 
Rich Holten, for your prestigious 
award honoring Letcher Lambuth.  
Rich has been a member of our Club 
since 1998 and has demonstrated his 
love and support for fly fishing.  
Attached is as summary of his 
attributes that we feel fit many of 
Lambuth’s skills and qualities required 
for your consideration.   
Thank you for inviting our Club to 
participate in this quest for the 2025 
Angling Craftsman Award.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

Craig Anderson 
President 
 

Award Submission 
 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters’ 
Nomination 

Letcher Lambuth Angling 
Craftsman Award 

 
Rich Holten was selected by the 
Board to be our Club’s nominee to 
compete in Washington Fly Fishing 
Club’s 2025 Craftsman Award 
campaign.  Fly Fishing Clubs from all 
over the state of Washington are 
invited to submit a nominee. The 
award is in honor of Letcher Lambuth, 
a charter member of a Washington 
State Fly Casting Club.  To be a 
nominee, one must have experience 
in attributes associated with 
Lambuth’s legacy.  These include 
knowledge entomology and fly tying, 
angling art and literature, and support 
of the sport. 
 
If you attended our October Club 
meeting, Rich’s presentation 
demonstrated his involvement in 
entomology, flies, and publications.  
Rich has authored two documents that 
reside on our Club’s website.  One 
titled “Northwest Trout Prey: 
Identification, Lifecycle, Tactics, and 
Flies to Match” (300 pages). The 
other, “Fly Patterns for Northwest 
Trout Fishing that Imitate Specific 
Insects” (274 pages) which instructs 
how to tie over 300 flies.  
   
In addition, Rich has developed fly 
fishing curriculums and taught classes 
at Columbia Basin College.  Rich also 
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maintains the Club’s library of DVDs 
and VHS tapes covering the aspects 
of fly fishing.  As for supporting the 
sport, Rich, as Membership VP, has 
brought area speakers to our Club 
meetings, and now using ZOOM 
introduced us to nationally known 
speakers, all to enrich our knowledge 
of as fly casters.  
 

 
Sportsman Show 

Bruce Hewitt 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

The Tri Cities Sportsman Show is coming 
soon on January 23 to 26th, 
2026.  Volunteers are needed to setup and 
tear down our booths, we need volunteer fly 
tyers for shifts in the booth, helpers for 
assisting kids tying their first flies with club 
provided materials, and members to talk 
with prospective new members.   Our Club 
is provided 3 booths for providing these 
demos for the public.  In addition, our club 
staffs and performs fly tying demos on 
video camera that the Show announces for 
audiences. 
 
November 11 we will have signup sheets at 
our monthly meeting for volunteer signup 
slots.  For those who donate their time, the 
Show provides FREE EXHIBITOR PASSES 
FOR ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS.  Please 
consider volunteering to help our club and 
meet potential new members. 
If you cannot make the November meeting 
please call Bruce Hewitt 509-430-6448 or 
email me at  bhfishes@gmail.com so I can 
put you in for a 2 or 3 hour shift or 

two.  Your helping out is meaningful to our 
club.  

 
New Tackle Shop in 

West Pasco 
Submitted By Ray Williams 

 
In mid-year, a new fishing tackle shop 
called “D’s FISHIN’ SPOT” opened for 
business.  It’s located on Road 92, at 5710 
Suite 101.  It’s just off Sandifur Pkwy.  The 
shop is owned by Dennis Damon.  He 
formerly worked at Grigg’s in the sporting 
goods department.  He has an online link, 
www.dsfishingspot.com.  His fly fishing 
section is small, but he does have fly tying 
material and tackle.   Stop by and let him 
know you are a member of CFBC. I made 
him aware of our business membership.  
May be in 2026. 
 
.  
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November 2025 
Board Meeting 

Minutes 

by Wes Nickum 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Craig Anderson at 1907 hours on 
10/28/2025. 
 
Present were Craig Anderson, Scott 
Mitchell, Ray Willaims, Jan Jackson, Bruce 
Hewitt, Jim Loomis and Guy Reisenaur.  
Absent were: Wesley Nickum and Elver 
Robbins 
 
Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with 
any items on the agenda.  None were 
noted. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell 
reported that the meeting minutes for the 
September board meeting were drafted and 
sent out for comments to all Board 
members.  Comments received were 
incorporated and the meeting minutes 
issued final to all Board Members and 
published in the September 2025 
Newsletter.  The Secretary’s Report was 
approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Ray Williams sent 
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss 
Statement covering (09/23/2025 – 
10/28/2025) in separate correspondence to 
the board members. 30 members attended 
and paid for dinner at the October meeting.  
In summary, the report shows expenses 
were less than income for the period by 
approximately $302. The annual club 
budget is tracking overall. The report was 
approved.  
 
Membership Report: Wesley Nickum was 
unable to attend the meeting; however, he 
submitted a report to the board prior to the 
meeting. The board had a lengthy 
discussion regarding discrepancies between 
the treasurer’s and VP Membership’s 
records for 2025 regarding dues payments. 
In summary, Wes will be joining Ray at the 
monthly meetings to meet with those 
members who need to bring their annual 

club dues current. The club membership 
remains at approximately 89. Wes will also 
be reaching out to our members to discuss 
if the club is meeting their expectations of 
club membership. 
 
Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported 
on the following activities: 
  

 The November General Meeting 
is November 11, 2025, Jim 
Loomis will be presenting. 

 The December General Meeting 
is December 9, 2025 (Christmas 
Gift Exchange) 

 The January meeting is January 
13, 2026, George Krumm will 
be the speaker. The topic is 
Togiak River Kings. 

 The February Meeting is 
February 10, 2026, Dennis 
Dauble will be the speaker. The 
topic is Blue Mountain Streams. 

 The Club annual banquet will be 
on March 7, 2026. The speaker 
will be Landon Mayer  

 The April meeting is scheduled 
for April 14, 2026. Skip Morris 
will be the speaker. The topic is 
dry flies and emergers. 

 The May meeting is scheduled 
for May 12, 2026. Jeff Perin 
with be the speaker. The topic 
is fishing central Oregon lakes. 
 

Newsletter Report: Articles for the 
October newsletter are due by noon 
November 2, 2025.  
 
Old Business: 
 
The board discussed director and board 
member positions for 2026. A slate of 
candidates will be presented during the 
November club meeting. Craig is still 
looking for a club president for 2026. 
 
The club banquet is scheduled for March 7, 
2026 at Meadow Springs Country Club and 
the speaker will be Landon Mayer.  
 
Improved communications with 
membership: The club has added a new tab 
to the club website regarding club outings 
including host contact information. The 
board discussed publishing an annual club 
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calendar at the first of each year, then a 
three-month rolling calendar thereafter for 
club events. Please visit the club website for 
more information and trip updates. 
 
Bruce Hewitt has volunteered to lead the 
monthly club dinner raffle. Craig is 
attempting to contact the GM for 
Sportsman’s Warehouse as a source for 
donations to the monthly raffle. 
 
Bruce Hewitt is taking the lead on the club’s 
participation for the annual Sportsman 
Show in January 2026. Please reach out to 
Bruce regarding participating in this annual 
event. 
 
New Business: 
 
The board approved donating $200 to 
Western Rivers Conservancy and $100 to 
Casting for Recovery. You can find 
information on both organizations on the 
web. 
 
The board nominated Rich Holten for the 
Lecter Lambuth Angling Craftsman Award. 
The award is presented by the Washington 
State Fly Club. Please see Rich’s nomination 
article elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
The annual banquet will be approaching 
soon. Please consider donating flies and/or 
other items for the silent auctions. Craig will 
be heading this effort. 
 
The board will be renewing the annual 
contract with CG Public house for the 
monthly meetings. Craig will meet with 
management. 
 
The club will once again host a fly-casting 
class approximately two weeks after the 
Sportsman’s show. The dates would be in 
early February. The club is considering 
hosting a morning and an afternoon session 
on the same day. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1958 hours on 
09/23/2025. 
 
 

 

 

Mosquito Fly Recipe 
By Guy Reisenauer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hook: Size 12 to 18 dry fly such as a TMC 
100. 
Thread: Black or gray 6/0. 
Tail: Grizzley hackle fibers. 
Body: Moose mane – for the old timers –
porcupine quill. 
Wing: Grizzley hackle tips (optional) 
Hackle: Gray Grizzley. 
 
This fly is used very similarly to Adams or 
BWO. If you get tired of an Adams or BWO, 
try a mosquito.  
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 
patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of 
patterns and tips 
 
In the Riffle  - Fly tying videos and tips 
 
 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to 
Fly Fishers International 
 
 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States  
 
 
 FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake 
River Basin fish and wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 
 
 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future 
availability of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Native Fish Society  
Wild Salmon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 
 
 Date: _____________________ 
 
 Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email  
 

 Street Address:_____________________ 

 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______Zip Code:______________ 
 
 Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 
 
 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($35)  
Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card 

size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

Benefactor ($100) + Membership 
 
 Who can we thank for referring you to our  Club? 
 __________________________________ 
 
 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 


