2024 OFFICERS
President:
Craig Anderson
509-378-7849
Craig’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Wes Nickum
2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
Treasurer:
Ray Williams
Secretary:
Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Elver Robbins
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
Newsletter Editor:
Kyle Kneese
Past President:
Guy Reisenauer

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
S50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact

Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or

Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: Oct 14, 2025, at CG Public House & Catering in
Kennewick. Starts at 5:30pm. Business at 6:30pm.

PROGRAM:

Rich Holten

Rich Holten authored two documents for the club website, one on
the insects and other food items fish eat and the other on the flies to
use to imitate these insects. He will explain how to use the
documents for your next fly-fishing outing.
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/

Mike Wade

If the first thing that pops into your mind when you hear “fishing in
Wyoming” is Yellowstone National Park, our second speaker this
month, Mike Wade, will attempt to change that mindset. Wyoming
has over 20,000 miles of trout streams and for the past couple of
years Mike has fished in the Wind River valley in central Wyoming,
far from the crowds of Yellowstone and Jackson. In his presentation
he will share some of his favorite rivers, how to get there, where to
stay, and what to expect in the least populated part of the least
populated state in the nation.

Upcoming Fishing Events

South Fork of the Walla Walla - Contact Craig Anderson for planning
date.
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by Craig Anderson

According to the calendar we are into fall,
and getting dark by 7:00 PM kind of
confirms that. But it is a great time to finish
the year with some fishing. The river flows
are low, the weather is cool and the fish are
storing up some fat for winter. October
caddis will be showing up and big flies
means it's easier to follow the fly and see
the take. September and October are my
favorite months to fish streams. Bruce
Groth and I decided to give the South Fork
of the Walla Walla a try a couple of weeks
ago. It is the closest trout stream to the Tri-
Cities. The river was subject to a
devastating flood in 2020 radically changing
the river, eliminating pools, knocking down
trees and bridges, causing landslides, and
turning the river into essentially a long
riffle. Last year when Reed Kaldor and I
went up there at this time of year, I saw no
caddis in the air, saw no cased caddis
larvae on the rocks and caught no fish. In
years past I routinely had 20 fish days and
sometimes over 30 Redbands. So it wasn't
what we would find, but we tried to see if
the conditions had changed. Unfortunately,
only a slight improvement was apparent; I
did see a couple of October caddis in the air
heading upstream (encouraging), and did
see some larvae on a rock here and there,
probably brachycentrus, but certainly not
the large October caddis cases. Bruce out
fished me catching a few fish seven inches
and under; I caught one 9” Redband. That
in about six hours of fishing. So the
situation on the South Fork is still
desperate. There were numerous redds
flagged by Oregon Fish and Wildlife and you
could still see cleared off rocks evidence
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that the salmon had been there. I saw no
carcasses. A salmon fish hatchery was
completed/restored in 2001 downstream of
Harris Park and anecdotally, the fishing has
been poor even before the flood by the
introduction of that facility. Hope springs
eternal, so I will probably make one more
venture up there mid-October to witness
what should be at the height of the October
caddis hatch. If anyone wants to go for a
hike with me and wave a rod furtively in a
mountain stream let me know.

Mike Wade has added an Outings tab to our
website, and I am working to populate it
with descriptions of our outings. Check that
out when you get a few minutes. Bill
Lambert (Wallet Man) provided me with a
draft of an annual calendar that we will play
with and post to alert membership of
Casters’ events. Look for that in the next
couple of months.

Some of you have not paid dues for 2025,
and 2026 is almost upon us. For planning
purposes, we need to know your status.
And we would encourage all to consider a
Benefactor status by adding $100 to your
dues payment. The Board is deciding how
to allocate that to support fly fishing
activities, such as Western Rivers
Conservancy, Casting for Recovery, and
Deschutes River Alliance. Your generosity
would be much appreciated.

The Annual Banquet seems like a ways off,
but we have booked Landon Mayer as our
guest speaker for March 7t at Meadow
Springs Country Club. If you subscribe to
Fly Fisherman magazine, you have seen his
picture many times on its cover. He is a
great speaker, tier, and guide. He will be at
the Fly Fishing Show in Lynnwood this
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winter. Mark your calendars for that. In the
meantime, get into some great fall fishing.

Submitted by Ray Williams

Every October WFFC seeks WA Fly Fishing
Clubs to present a nomination to their
annual Angling Craftsman Award honoring
their founding member Letcher Lambuth
(1890-1974). This award was first
presented to Roderick Haig Brown, who
wrote the introduction to The Angler’s
Workshop (1979), Lambuth’s posthumously
published memoir of the early days of fly
fishing in the Pacific Northwest. (Google
Letcher Lambuth)

The purposes of this Award are:

e Perpetuate the memory of Letcher
Lambuth and honor his contributions
to the techniques, knowledge, art,
and philosophy of fly fishing.

e Encourage and recognize original,
significant, and lasting contributions
by others in the sport.

To answer their request for a CBFC
nomination, the Board is asking you, our
members, to name a member of our club to
present to their 2025 Angling Craftsman
Award search. Such candidate needs to
have some of the skills or qualities
possessed by Letcher. These include:

a. Rod Construction and Tackle

Innovation
b. Entomology
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c. Fly Tying
d. Angling Art and Literature
e. Conservation

Our nominee’s name must be submitted to
WFFC by October 31, 2025. So please give
it some thought, and then contact Ray
Williams at maxrwilliams@aol.com, or text
509-975-0254, with your pick. We need
your pick before the October dinner
meeting. The Board will choose and
submit to WFFC our nomination with
justification for the award.

By Ray Williams

A few weeks ago, I received a copy of
Western Rivers Conservancy’s "REPORT
from the FIELD” which details WRC'’s efforts
for the 2024 fiscal year. In this report, they
provide data on project size (acres) and
river length (miles) converted to provide
public access. Below are some of their
accomplishments in rivers that are within
our reach.

Umatilla River — Oregon

This river yields chinook and coho salmon,
steelhead, and redband trout. Their
project covered 100 acres and 1.3 miles of
river. Blue Mountain Land Trust is the
steward.

Selway River - Idaho

The project area was 152 acres of the
Selway River Ranch which included 1 mile
of river and 2 miles of Elk City Creek, an
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important Selway tributary. Stewardship
was conveyed to the Nez Perce - Clearwater
National Forest. The Selway is one of eight
rivers designated under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968. WRC and the U. S.
Forest Service helped ensure the untamed
characters of the lower Selway remain
forever intact.

Yakima River — Washington

This river yields chinook and coho salmon,
steelhead, redband trout and bull trout.
The Yakima Canyon Ranch project was
647acres and included 3.5 miles of river.
The area has a boat ramp allowing river
access. The Four Seasons Ranch project
was 39 acres and Y2 miles of river. WCR
had the opportunity to seize 650 acres of
prime floodplain habitat for restoration.
The key was conveying the Four Seasons
Ranch. BLM is stewards of the Yakima
Canyon Ranch area.

Columbia River — Washington

Big Bend Ranch is an area of high flats
overlooking the Columbia River. Big Bend
is a sweeping gooseneck bend in the
Columbia River, 14 miles northeast of
Grand Coulee. The WRC purchased the
2,135-acre Big Bend Ranch. Included is 1.5
miles of the Columbia River. WDFW is
seeking partnership to control the area.
The Columbia Basin Fly Casters have had
representatives from WRC speak at our
monthly meetings. CBFC, in turn, has
contributed to their conservation efforts.
The Board ear-marks monies for
conservation in the yearly budget. We gave
WRC $100 last year.
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Gesa Power House Theatre
Thursday, October 23
Doors 6 pm - Films 7 pm

We hope that you'll join us for inspiring new
fly fishing films, a silent auction, and a
raffle with gear from Costa, Scientific
Anglers, Airlite, and more. You can buy
tickets today
at: https:
ww25

ivebutter.com/c/wwt-f3t-

Proceeds help restore water in rivers and
streams like the Walla Walla River, Touchet
River, and Mill Creek for thriving fish,
farms, and communities. Please let me
know if you have questions about the
screening on Oct. 23 or our river restoration
projects. We're excited to connect next
month!

Best fishes,
Matt

Matthew Coomer (he/him) | Development &
Communications Associate
Washington Water Trust |
1937417

1500 Westlake Ave N, Ste 202 | Seattle,
WA 98109

C 206.573.7949
matt@washingtonwatertrust.org | washingt
onwatertrust.org

EIN: 91-
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September 2025
Board Meeting

Minutes
by Scott Mitchell

The meeting was called to order by

President Craig Anderson at 1858 hours on

09/23/2025.

Present were Craig Anderson, Wesley
Nickum, Scott Mitchell, Ray Willaims, Jan
Jackson, Elver Robbins, Bruce Hewitt, Jim
Loomis and Guy Reisenaur. Absent were:
None

Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with
any items on the agenda. None were
noted.

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
August board meeting were drafted and
sent out for comments to all Board
members. Comments received were
incorporated and the meeting minutes
issued final to all Board Members and
published in the September 2025
Newsletter. The Secretary’s Report was
approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Williams sent
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss
Statement covering (08/26/2025 -

09/23/2025) in separate correspondence to
the board members. 26 members attended

and paid for dinner at the September

meeting. In summary, the report shows
expenses exceeded income for the period
by approximately $350.00; however, the

annual club budget is tracking overall. The
report was approved.

Membership Report: Wesley Nickum
reported that the club membership stands
at 89. Three new members joined the club
in September. Wes is working on reconciling
the membership roster with those who have
paid their dues for 2025.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
on the following activities:

e The October General Meeting is
October 14, 2025. Rich Holten
will provide a fishing report and
a discussion on fly patterns.
Rich will also discuss the
underutilization of the pdf. trip
report on the club website. Mike
Wade will discuss his recent trip
to the Wind River range.

e The November General Meeting
is November 11, 2025, Jim
Loomis will be presenting.

e The December General Meeting
is December 9, 2025 (Christmas
Gift Exchange)

e The January meeting is January
13, 2026, George Krumm will
be the speaker. The topic is
Togiak River Kings.

e The February Meeting is
February 10, 2026, Dennis
Dauble will be the speaker. The
topic is Blue Mountain Streams.

e The Club annual banquet will be
on March 7, 2026. The speaker
will be Landon Mayer

e Potential presentation from the
Sisters, Oregon Fly Shop
regarding the area around
Sisters.
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Newsletter Report: Articles for the
October newsletter are due by noon
October 5, 2025.

Old Business:

Lochsa Outing Report: Approximately 7
members attended this trip. The fishing was
excellent, although the water levels were
low. All who attended had a great time.

New Business:

The club banquet is scheduled for March 7,
2026 at Meadow Springs Country Club and
the speaker will be Landon Mayer.

Improved communications with
membership: The club has added a new tab
to the club website regarding club outings
including host contact information. The
board discussed publishing an annual club
calendar at the first of each year, then a
three-month rolling calendar thereafter for
club events.

Nominations for honor by Washington State
Fly Club. Lecter Lambuth Angling Craftsman
Award. The board considered submitting a
nomination for this award. Ray Williams is
leading this effort.

Bruce Hewitt is taking the lead on the club’s
participation for the annual Sportsman
Show in January 2026. Please reach out to
Bruce regarding participating in this annual
event.

Bruce Hewitt has volunteered to lead the
monthly club dinner raffle. Thanks Bruce!
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The board discussed director and board
member positions for 2026. Please contact
Graig Anderson if you would like to
participate. A slate of candidates will be
presented during the November club
meeting.

The board discussed using the benefactor
donations for conservation organizations
and other fly-fishing groups that support
worthy causes.

Meeting was adjourned at 1951 hours on
09/23/2025.
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Worden Fly Fishing
MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS"

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
o them, and bring I“L"ﬁ 10 the next meeting.

Tight lines and BIG fish.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are miElr the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect ‘the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Russ Browres
A Cattaz[s West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fTy

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

sAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

«Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352 2015
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

ORenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington )
City:
Fly F_ishing Clubs in_Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International I
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant O Family Membership ($35)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0J Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . - .
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — —_—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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