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2024 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Craig Anderson 
 509‐378‐7849 

 Craig’s email  
 1st VP‐Membership: 
   Wes Nickum 
 2nd VP‐Programs: 
   Jan Jackson 
 Treasurer: 
   Ray Williams 
 Secretary: 
   Scott Mitchell 
 Directors at large: 
   Elver Robbins 
   Bruce Hewitt 
   Jim Loomis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Guy Reisenauer 
 Past President: 
   Guy Reisenauer 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 

 5:30pm ‐ Wet Fly ‐ no host 
 6:00pm ‐ Dinner ‐ $26 
 6:45pm ‐ Program ‐ free 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $35/yr Indiv&Family 
 $50/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521‐4291 or 
 Rich's email 

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 

Submit Article 
for Newsletter 

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday - September 9th, 2025, at CG Public 
House & Catering in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm. 

Upcoming Fishing Events 

Lochsa River – September 4th – 7th 

August /
September 2025

PROGRAM: Streamer Tricks by Jeff Currier 

    Jeff Currier resides in Hayward, WI with his wife Yvonne where he 
bases his globe-trotting career in fly fishing. He is on the 
professional advisory team for Winston Rods, Simms, Scientific 
Anglers, Yeti, Costa Sunglasses, Outcast Sporting Gear, Aire, Kate’s 
Bar and Bauer Fly Reels and a travel ambassador for Yellow Dog 
Flyfishing Adventures. Jeff is a fly-fishing lecturer and well-known 
fish artist. He has taught the skills of fly fishing, guided fly fishers 
throughout Wyoming and Yellowstone National Park and escorted fly 
fishers on six continents. Jeff has fished in over 63 countries and 
caught over 465 species of fish on the fly! 

Jeff’s articles, photographs and artwork have graced the pages of 
magazines, catalogs, brochures and books. He is the acclaimed 
author of Currier’s Quick and Easy Guide to Saltwater Fly Fishing and 
Currier’s Quick and Easy Guide to Warmwater Fly Fishing 
guidebooks. Jeff is also a well sought after expert for television, 
radio and numerous fly-fishing films.  Jeffcurrier.com 



Columbia Basin Fly Casters September 2025 Newsletter Page 2 of 9 

President’s Tippet
by Craig Anderson 

Aside from the Sun Lakes outing, the 
Anthony Lake outing is our most well-
attended outing. In the past we have 
enjoyed using the group camp, which 
accommodates a dozen or so rigs and many 
tents. We could all be together, closer to 
the lake than individual sites, and with 
proximate access to ice and firewood, as 
the camp host facility is adjacent to the 
campsite. Last year I unsuccessfully 
attempted to obtain use of the group camp 
at the Lake for any four day weekend 
during the month of August 2025. This year 
I attempted on two different occasions to 
reserve the group camp for a weekend and 
was again unsuccessful, although I called 
on the date the group camp theoretically 
became available. It was already booked, in 
fact for the entire month! Frustrated, I 
called the Recreation.gov office trying to 
figure out how this can happen and learned 
how it may. Let’s say I want to reserve the 
group camp for the weekend of August 20-
22. I can call on let’s say the 10th of August
2025, assuming that is a valid availability 
date, and reserve the site from the 10th 
through the 22nd of August 2026. The dates 
you can reserve it are well past the one 
year availability date for all the days you 
want. Of course, you have to pay using a 
credit card for the entire 12 days, some 
$780. Later you can call and cancel the 
reservation for the 10th through the 19th, 
get a refund and game the system. 
Whether this is what is happening is 
unknown, but something like that is 
occurring. So once again the use of the 
group camp is not available to the Casters 
for next year. Sorry! 

So, what can we do? We can switch 
Anthony Lakes and the Lochsa outings, the 
former for September, the latter for August. 
We can book individual sites six months in 
advance for an Anthony outing in August. 
We can game the Recreation.gov website as 
described above in hopes of getting the 
group camp, but someone would have to be 
willing to carry the cost initially. There are 
some facts that need to be considered; we 
have been snowed on at Anthony in 
September; we have fried at Lochsa in 
August; individual members would have to 
plan and secure individual campsites if we 
choose to hold the Anthony outing in 
August 2026; and the last stocking of 
Anthony is typically in mid-July. The Board 
is wrestling with this situation, but if you 
want to weigh in or propose a fix, please 
contact a Board member or me (509-378-
7849). The Board is scheduled to discuss 
this situation again next month. 

Rich Holten, Rod Gilge, Jeff Drowley, Ray 
Williams and I went to Anthony on the 
dates the outing was scheduled for this year 
arriving on the 13th. Rich, Rod, Jeff and I 
were each able to secure one of the ten 
individual first-come, first-serve sites. The 
fishing was better than in immediate years 
past. And while it was in the 100s here, it 
was a refreshing mid-70s at the lake. As 
usual, red ants were the fly de jour. The 
brookies were heading up the feeder stream 
for a spawn, so fewer of those were landed, 
but there were plenty 11-13” rainbows 
willing to flex your rod. We all did well.  
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Lochsa River  
By Craig Anderson 

The Lochsa River Outing is scheduled for 
September 4 at the Wilderness Gateway 
Campground just beyond Kooskia, Idaho. 
approximately 260 miles from Richland. US 
Route 12 follows the river from its terminus 
where it joins the Selway to form the 
Clearwater River up to near Lolo Pass, 
Montana. The campground is located on the 
river and reservations can be made through 
Recreation.gov although there are first-
come, first-serve sites available. Most of us 
will be staying in the C Loop. On Friday 
night at 5:00PM there will be a potluck in 
the shelter near the entrance of the 
campground. Craig Anderson and Rod Gilge 
will be hosting the outing and there will be 
hamburgers/ cheeseburgers and brats with 
all condiments available provided by them 
at the shelter. Bring your own wine or beer 
or other drinks and a dish to share. 

The Lochsa River is a cutthroat trout river. 
Soft hackles and standard mayfly and 
caddis patterns will work well, and some 
have found that a touch of red in the flies 
will improve your catching. The road along 
the Lochsa, being cut from the canyon 
walls, has a lot of rip-rap embankments 
making access to the stream 
somewhat difficult in places. A rope tied 
onto the bumper or guardrails can make 
descent and ascent to and from the river 
easier in spots although there are plenty of 
places where access is reasonable. The 
highway being right along the river makes 
for a myriad of opportunities to land some 
westside Cutts. Please come and join us on 
the Lochsa. 

Lochsa River 
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Easy Dropper 
Connection

By Craig Anderson 

Simple Knot for Attaching a Dropper 

A couple of years ago I was practicing 
making a Perfection Loop knot and 
stumbled on an effective knot for attaching 
a dropper to the bend of a hook by putting 
the tag end of the line through the 
Perfection Loop loops. The knot is 
essentially an improved double slip knot, 
but I have looked through many knot books 
and the internet and cannot find this exact 
knot. I have used it and have caught large 
(and small) fish on the dropper without 
losing the fish due to a failure of the knot. 
The nice thing about the knot is that if you 
are using barbless or crimped barb hooks 
you can slip the knot over the point of the 
hook and put the dropper on your drying 
patch and reattach it later. Here is how to 
make it: 

Step One 
With the end of a piece of tippet material, 
make a loop with the tag end behind the 
loop. 

Step Two 

Make two loops of tippet in front of the 
main loop. 

Step Three 

Insert the tag end of the tippet through the 
two loops and push it all the way through 
the double loops 
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Step Four 

Holding the loops between your thumb and 
index finger, pull on the initial loop. 

Step Five 

Place the loop over the bend of the hook 
and pull on the tippet material to close the 
loop. Attach your dropper to the tippet, and 
you are set to go. If you want to take the 
dropper off for a while, pull the loops away 
from the bend of the hook and slip the knot 
over the point of the hook. Later, you can 
slip the knot back over the point of the 
hook to the bend and pull on the tippet to 
reattach the dropper. Have fun with this 
connection. 

Fly Recipe 
By Guy Reisenauer 

Pheasant Tail Nymph 

Hook: 2X long nymph hook sizes 12 to 20. 
Thread: Black, 8/0 for size 12 to 12/0 for 
18-20  
Tail: Pheasant tail fibers (4-6 fibers)  
Rib: Brassie copper wire to x-small for 18-
22  
Abdomen: Pheasant tail fiber from tail  
Legs: 6 or more pheasant tail fibers tied 
forward over eye of hook and swept back at 
end of tying 
Bead: (optional) Copper bead sized to fit 
hook  
Thorax: One to three peacock fibers  
Note 1. Tie in wire ribbing first. 
Note 2. Wrap hook with 4 to 6 wraps of 
appropriate weight wire if the bead is 
omitted. 
This is a modified fly from Rich Holten’s 
database - fly #12. See: 
https://columbiabasinflycasters.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/Fly-Patterns-
Alphabetical-Recommended-Rev-1.pdf 
for more patterns. 
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August 2025 Board 
Meeting Minutes

by Scott Mitchell 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Craig Anderson at 1900 hours on 
08/26/2025. 

Present were Craig Anderson, Wesley 
Nickum, Scott Mitchell, Jim Loomis, Ray 
Williams, Jan Jackson, Elver Robbins, Bruce 
Hewitt and Guy Reisenauer.  Absent were: 
None 

Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with 
any items on the agenda.  None were 
noted. 

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell 
reported that the meeting minutes for the 
June board meeting were drafted and sent 
out for comments to all Board members.  
Comments received were incorporated and 
the meeting minutes issued final to all 
Board Members and published in the July 
2025 Newsletter.  The Secretary’s Report 
was approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ray Williams sent 
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss 
Statement covering (06/24/2025 – 
8/26/2025) in separate correspondence to 
the board members.  In summary, the 
report shows expenses exceeded income for 
the period by approximately $485.00; 
however, the annual club budget is tracking 
overall. The report was approved.  

Membership Report: Wesley Nickum 
reported that the club membership stands 
at 86. 65 of our members have paid their 
club dues for 2025. Wes will follow up with 
the non-paid members. 

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported 
on the following activities: 

 The Lochsa outing is September
4 -7, 2025, with Craig Anderson
and Rod Gilge as co-leads.

 The September General Meeting
is September 9, 2025, Jeff
Courier will be the speaker.
Topic is Streamer Tricks.

 The October General Meeting is
October 14, 2025. Rich Holten
will provide a fishing report and
a discussion on fly patterns.
Rich will also discuss the
underutilization of the pdf. trip
report on the club website.

 The November General Meeting
is November 11, 2025, Jim
Loomis will be presenting.

 The December General Meeting
is December 9, 2025 (Christmas
Gift Exchange)

 The January meeting is January
13, 2026, George Krumm will
be the speaker. The topic is
Togiak River Kings.

 The February Meeting is
February 10, 2026, Dennis
Dauble will be the speaker. The
topic is Blue Mountain Streams.

 The Club annual banquet will be
in March; however, the final
date has not been set.

Newsletter Report: Articles for the June 
newsletter are due by noon August 31, 
2025.  

Old Business: 

Kid’s Program. The club is contacting local 
middle schools to present an introduction to 
fly fishing. The target group is 8th grade. 

The club sent a letter regarding the 
Tucannon river to several state 
representatives. No responses have been 
received by the club. 
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The annual club picnic was cancelled due to 
hot weather. The board decided to not 
reschedule the picnic for 2025. 
 
New Business: 
 
Craig will investigate obtaining a longer 
contract for zoom meetings versus annual 
renewals. 
 
Bruce Hewitt reported he has started his 
coordination with the new HAPO event 
contractor for our participation in the 
January Sportsmen Show scheduled in 
January, 2026. 
 
The club is contacting new speakers for the 
annual banquet in March. 
 
Group reservations at Anthony Lakes have 
become very challenging to obtain. The 
board discussed several other options for 
next year. The item was tabled for the 
board meeting in September. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 1944 hours on 
08/26/2025. 
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WEB HOT‐LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
  FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum ‐Free access to over 6,000 
patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of 
patterns and tips 
 
In the Riffle  ‐ Fly tying videos and tips 
 
  OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to 
Fly Fishers International 
 
  REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States 
 
 
  FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake 
River Basin fish and wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 
 
  CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future 
availability of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Native Fish Society  
Wild Salmon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
  Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
  Post Office Box 791 
  Richland, WA  99352 2015 
 
  Date: _____________________ 
 
  Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email   
 

  Street Address:_____________________ 

  City:______________________________ 

  State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
  Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

  Work Phone:   ________________ 

  Email:____________________________ 
 
  Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
  __________________________________  
 
  __________________________________  
 
  __________________________________  
 
  ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
  Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($35)  
 Business Membership ($50) Includes business‐card 

size, fishing‐related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
  Who can we thank for referring you to our   Club? 

  __________________________________ 

 

  To be completed by Treasurer: 
  ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
  Membership Database updated:_________ 




