2024 OFFICERS
President:
Craig Anderson
509-378-7849
Craig’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Wes Nickum
2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
Treasurer:
Ray Williams
Secretary:
Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Elver Robbins
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
Newsletter Editor:
Kyle Kneese
Past President:
Guy Reisenauer

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
$50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact

Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or

Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday June 10%", at CG Public House & Catering
in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Grant Richie: The Hatches and Seasons of Fishing the Wallowa
and Grande Ronde Rivers.

Grant Richie was a bit of a fanatical fly fisherman before starting the guide
business at Minam. For a decade he spent 3 days a week exploring northeast
Oregon with a fly rod in hand learning the intricacies of each riffle, pool, and
run on all of its public waters. In 2011, while looking for a raft to buy on
Craigslist, Grant found a rafting business at Minam for sale. He and his wife,
Lottie, purchased the Minam Store and Grant began guiding steelhead trips
the next fall. Grant has been guiding trout and steelhead trips on the Wallowa
and Grande Ronde for 13 years and in 2018 added the Snake River through
Hells Canyon and the Lower Salmon to the waters they guide.

The Minam Store fly shop and Grant & Lottie's home sit at the confluence of
the Minam and Wallowa Rivers, two of northeast Oregon's most pristine trout
rivers. From the back door of the shop you can access miles of the Wallowa
River upstream with good road access and great trout fishing, 44 miles of the
Minam River with 34 miles of those miles being in wilderness area, or if you
start a float downstream from the back door you enter the 40 mile roadless wild
and scenic sections of the Wallowa and Grande Ronde Rivers which is NE
Oregon's best trout and steelhead fishery.

Editors Note: Grant is pictured above in the headline banner.

Upcoming Fishing Events
Dog/Leach Lake — depends on stocking date in June.
Anthony Lake — August 14th — 17t
Lochsa River — September 4th — 7th

June 2025 Newsletter Page 1 of 7



President’s Tippet

by Craig Anderson

During the last few months, we have had
some long term members quit fly fishing or
tying or both. They have included a Board
member, a founding member of the Casters
and a longstanding member. Two of them
have had garage sales to get rid of their
materials and tools and two have
approached me for disposal of the
remaining materials and tools. | have
salvaged out of these items, things that can
be used for our monthly raffles, fly tying
classes, the Annual Banquet, or giveaways
at a monthly meeting. The sad part of this
is that we have lost three valuable
members due to age, illness or a change in
interests. Fortunately, we have had some
newer members coming into our ranks, and
I see new faces at our monthly meetings.
We need to engage these people so that
they aren’t “one and out” attendees.

At our last Board meeting | asked what we
might do to improve the Casters. Why do
people join the Casters? What do they get
out of their membership? Sharing fishing
experiences, learning more about the sport,
learning/hearing about other fishing
venues, interacting with others on plans
and results. We have speakers to assist in
meeting some of these objectives at our
monthly meetings. One suggestion was that
we might try to get some tool for members
to interact with each other on fly fishing
opportunities, sharing plans and getting
together to fish. Several years ago we tried
something along these lines, but it was not
effective in linking people up. But the Board
will continue to pursue a method. You can
do something individually: if you see a new
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member at the monthly meetings, tell them
of your plans and ask if they would like to
join some members to go fishing together;
and encourage them to attend our outings
by describing the events, the facilities, the
fish species and availability.

This is the time of year when we try to
catch up with members who have not paid
their annual dues. Most of these are just an
oversight, but we need to get these dues in
order to plan our finances. Get hold of Ray
Williams or Wes Nickum or me (509) 378-
7849.

Grant Richie will be our in-person speaker
this month and there are more details
elsewhere in this newsletter. It’s been a
while since we have heard from Grant and
fishing the Minam, Grande Ronde, and
Wallowa rivers. We will have a summer
picnic as usual, so look to our next
newsletter for details. In the meantime, the
weather is warming up and the fishing is
too. Get with a friend and wet a line.
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Lowland Lakes
Outing

By Jan Jackson

The Potholes Hike-In was not well attended
despite the good weather and possibility of
big fish. Attending this function were Jeff
Drowley, Tom Klein, Jerry Johnson and
myself. One of our long time members,
Mark Freshly, was coincidentally fishing the
same lake as Jerry and | on Friday.

Wednesday morning | hiked into Pillar Lake
which is the first in a chain of lakes called
Pillar to Widgeon. There was another guy
from Bremerton on the lake when | arrived.
Jeff joined me later in the afternoon and, |
think, I caught four trout in the 18” -20”
size (think Perch Lake size).

On Thursday, Tom, Jeff & | hiked to Gadwall
Lake which looked a bit murky. We still
made one circle around the lake and
realized that the lake was turning over and
so we bailed and hiked back to Pillar using a
circuitous route through Cattail Lake. Tom
caught a couple big fish and Jerry joined us
a little later in the day. Jeff had to leave
Thursday afternoon so he gave me three
steaks he couldn’t use and Jerry & | had a
nice steak dinner back at Potholes State
Park.

In the mean time, the guy from Bremerton
told me he hiked all the way from Pillar to
Upper Hampton and back and reported
rather dismal results at Upper Hampton and
said that Widgeon lake was down a few
feet.
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So, Friday Jerry & | fished Pillar again along
with my new friend from Bremerton,
another friend from Ephrata and Mark. |
caught another really nice rainbow Friday
but it was slow going for all of us. The
consensus of the group is that It’s been
pretty tough fishing this year so far.

o«

. e | a0 ‘\
Rainbow being released by Jan Jackson
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May 2025 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Scott Mitchell

CBFC Board Meeting Minutes for
05/27/2025

The meeting was called to order by
President Craig Anderson at 1900 hours on
05/27/2025.

Present were Craig Anderson, Wesley
Nickum, Jim Loomis, Ray Williams, Jan
Jackson, Bruce Hewitt and Scott Mitchell.
Absent were: Elver Robbins and Guy
Reisenauer.

Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with
any items on the agenda. None were
noted.

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
April board meeting were drafted and sent
out for comments to all Board members.
Comments received were incorporated and
the meeting minutes issued final to all
Board Members and published in the May
2025 Newsletter. The Secretary’s Report
was approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Williams sent
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss
Statement covering 04/22/2025 —
05/27/2025) in separate correspondence to
the board members. In summary, the
report shows expenses exceeded income
again for the month; however, the annual
club budget is tracking. 31 members
attended the May meeting and paid for
meals. 61 members are paid to date. The
report was approved.
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Membership Report: Wesley Nickum
reported that the club membership stands
at 86 and he recently contacted five people
who showed interest in joining the club.
Approximately 2/3 of our members have
paid their club dues for 2025. Wes will
follow up with the non-paid members.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
on the following activities:

e The June 10 Speaker will be
Grant Richie on Grand Ronde
Rail

e A Dog Lake/Leech Lake outing
in late June/Early July
(dependent on ice out and
stocking reports). Jeff Drowley
is lead.

e The club picnic will be on
8/13/2025.

e The Anthony Lakes outing will
be August 14 to 17, but this
year fishermen will have to
make their own reservations as
the group campground isn’t
available.

e The Lochsa outing is September
4 -7, 2025, with Craig Anderson
and Rod Gilge as co-leads.

e The September General Meeting
is September 9, 2025, Jeff
Courier will be the speaker.
Topic is Streamer Tricks.

e The October General Meeting is
October 14, 2025. Rich Holten
will provide a fishing report and
a discussion on fly patterns.

e The November General Meeting
is November 11, 2025, need a
trip report from the club.

e The December General Meeting
is December 9, 2025 (Christmas
Gift Exchange)
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Newsletter Report: Articles for the May
newsletter are due by noon June 3, 2025.

Old Business:

Craig Anderson reported Rich Holten is
ready to go on the kids program and he will
follow up with Rich this month. The board
discussed contacting local middle schools
and inquiring if there is an interest to
introduce young adults to fly fishing.

The club held a second fly casting class on
April 4™, There were four (4) participants
from the community. Club members who
participated were Russ Brown, Dave Myers,
Jan Jackson, Ray Williams, Wes Nickum,
Jeff Drowley, and Bruce Hewitt. The class
was held at the kid’s fishing pond in
Columbia Park.

The monthly raffle continues to be well
received. Craig will ask a club member to
run the raffle each month.

New Business:

The board discussed how we can make the
club more relevant. Several ideas were
discussed such as an active posting list of
member fishing trips on the club website

who would like other members to join them.

The board tabled this item for follow up.

Meeting was adjourned at 1938 hours on
05/27/2025.
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Fly Recipe
Renegade

Hook: Standard or 2XS fine wire dry fly
hook such as TMC 100, Daiichi 1110, or
Mustad 94840, sizes 14-20

Thread: Black, 8/0 or smaller

Tail: None, but it does have a gold mylar
tag in back

Abdomen: Black thread or peacock
Ribbing: None or original pattern used small
gold ribbing

Hackle: Fly includes a brown/brown furnace
in the back followed by thread or peacock
with a white hackle in the front.

This fly is used in high mountain streams in
Washington and Idaho for fall cutthroat
trout. It is sometimes fished as a wet fly.
This is a “go-to” starter fly.
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Worden Fly Fishing

MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark(@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
to them, and bring them 10 the next meeting.

Tight lines and BIG fish

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Russ Browns
I Cattai[s West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fTy

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

sAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

*Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to
Fly Fishers International

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant
developments related to salmon and steelhead
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake
River Basin fish and wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and
historical data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future
availability of coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
Renewal, no change in address/phones/ email

Street Address:
City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Family Membership (S35)

Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card

size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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