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2024 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Craig Anderson 
 509‐378‐7849 

 Craig’s email  
 1st VP‐Membership: 
   Wes Nickum 
 2nd VP‐Programs: 
   Jan Jackson 
 Treasurer: 
   Ray Williams 
 Secretary: 
   Scott Mitchell 
 Directors at large: 
   Elver Robbins 
   Bruce Hewitt 
   Jim Loomis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Kyle Kneese 
 Past President: 
   Guy Reisenauer 
 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 5:30pm ‐ Wet Fly ‐ no host 
 6:00pm ‐ Dinner ‐ $26 
 6:45pm ‐ Program ‐ free 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $35/yr Indiv&Family 
 $50/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Wes Nickum: 

 360-701-7046 
 or 
 Wes's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 

 
Submit Article 
for Newsletter 
 

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  April 8, 2025; at CG Public House & Catering in 
Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm. 

Upcoming Fishing Events 
Sun Lakes – April 30th – May 3rd 
Seep Lakes Pack in – May 14th - 17th 
Dog/Leach Lake – depends on stocking date in June. 
Anthony Lake – August 14th – 17th 
Lochsa River – September 4th – 7th

April 2025

PROGRAM:  Our speaker will be Devin Olsen and his subject will be 
Tactical Fly Fishing. Devin started fly fishing in Yellowstone at age 9. 
He started competitive fly fishing at age 19 and made Fly Fishing 
Team USA in 2006 when he was 21 years old. He has competed in 
eleven consecutive World Fly Fishing Championships, the last in 
Tasmania. He has earned a bronze individual medal and silver and 
bronze team medals from these championships. Away from 
competitive fishing he holds a bachelor’s degree in Ecology and a 
master’s degree in fisheries science. He worked as a fisheries 
biologist for several years before starting his company Tactical Fly 
Fisher. He has produced two instructional films, Modern Nymphing: 
European Inspired Techniques and Modern Nymphing Elevated: 
Beyond the Basics and authored the book Tactical Fly Fishing: 
Lessons Learned from Competition for All Anglers. 
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President’s Tippet 
By Craig Anderson 

 
Our spring CBFC activities are off to a 
roaring start. On March 8th we had an 
outing at Rocky Ford and fifteen members 
attended. Jeff Drowley had us well fed, to 
say the least. Although the water levels 
were the lowest I have ever seen, a few of 
us caught some of the large trout that 
inhabit the shallows.  
 
The fly-tying classes were conducted from 
February 12th through March 12th with 
about nine people able to complete the 
instruction. The Annual Banquet was held 
on March 15th at Meadow Springs Country 
Club with our friend John Shewey as our 
guest speaker, and 51 people attended as 
reported elsewhere in this newsletter. Our 
next gathering outside of our normal 
monthly meeting will be the Sun Lakes 
outing April 30th through May 3rd organized 
by Rich Holten. This outing is typically very 
well attended, and if you haven’t reserved a 
campsite, you would be wise to do so very 
soon. It is great to see these activities 
completed or planned. 
 
One of the joys of fly-fishing is the 
environment in which we stalk fish and as 
an organization we visit some of those 
areas. Sun Lakes, the Lochsa River, and 
Anthony Lakes are in some beautiful areas 
of Washington, Idaho and Oregon. And is 
there something more colorful than a 
rainbow at Perch Lake, or a cutthroat on the 
Lochsa, or a brookie in spawning colors at 
Anthony Lake? I think not. We are fortunate 
to be associated with a fly-fishing 
organization that is healthy, is not political, 
and is actively participating in its activities. 

But we could use more and younger 
members. We handed out business cards 
for you to use in recruiting new members, 
and I hope that you are out, so we will 
continue to distribute these at monthly 
meetings. We have new members as a 
result of our community outreach at the 
Sportsman’s Show, casting classes, fly tying 
classes, and outings. Due to the number of 
people that attended our casting classes we 
are working on scheduling another. Please 
support these events and use opportunities 
with other fly-fishers to encourage their 
membership. 
 
Tight lines!! 
 

Annual Banquet 
Wrap-up 
By Craig Anderson 

 
The Annual Banquet held at Meadow 
Springs Country Club on March 15th was a 
success from both a fun and a financial 
aspect.  Fifty-one people attended the 
event. John Shewey expertly tied a number 
of steelhead flies in our afternoon tying 
clinic, and these were put up for auction in 
the evening silent auction.  Thanks to many 
donors, a large number of items were bid 
on, including a 9 foot pontoon boat, a tying 
desk, a float tube, wine, whiskey, art work, 
fly-fishing rods, reels, line and books. 
Donors were Craig Anderson, CBFC 
Tyers, Dale Shielke, Sheldon 
Coleman, Jim Loomis, Mike 
McWethy, Tom Klein, John 
Shewey, Reed Kaldor, Ray 
Williams, Dennis Collins and Mary Ann 
Weber, the Estate of Fred Riedel, Scott 
Mitchell, Judie Winters, Denny 
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Kreid, Dennis Dauble, and Russ Brown. 
Thank you to all the donors to the Silent 
Auction, and special thanks to Judie Winters 
for the table decorations. 
The Fly Raffle included 20 boxes of 
beautifully tied flies. John Shewey 
commented on the number of excellent 
Caster tyers whose flies were raffled off. 
Donors to the Fly Raffle included Russ 
Brown, Craig Anderson, Rod Gilge, Rich 
Holten, Denny Kreid, Jim 
Loomis, Dennis Collins, Guy 
Reisenauer, Ken Gano, Ted 
Poston, Dale Shielke, Reed 
Kaldor, Mark Freshley, Stan Haff, Dave 
Myers, and Mike Wade. Thanks to the 
staff of Meadow Springs for making us feel 
welcome, provided for our special needs 
and serving us an Italian Buffet.  John 
Shewey personally expressed his thanks to 
me for having him back as our guest 
speaker, and that he and his wife, Liz, very 
much enjoyed their visit. Bill 
Lambert’s adventures in the vault toilet at 
Anthony Lakes earned him the Smashed 
Hackle Award. 
 
I would personally like to thank Guy 
Reisenauer for awarding me the 
President’s Award for my contributions to 
the Casters. It was very thoughtful and very 
much appreciated. 
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Benefactors 
 
We are most appreciative of the following 
benefactors for their financial support of 
Columbia Basin Fly Casters: 
 
- Scott Mitchell 
- Brett Grogan 
- Dave Myer 
- Tom Kline 
- Dennis Collins  
- 2 Anonymous donors 
 
Thank You. 

 
Anthony Lakes 

Outing - 
August 14-17, 2025 

I tried to reserve an individual campsite for 
these dates to discover that there are none  
available to reserve for those dates. There 
are many campsites available on a first-
come, first-basis, but obviously there is no 
guarantee that a decent site will be 
available that suits your needs. There are 
campsites available in nearby Grande Ronde 
Lake. I will be going down there on the 13th 
to reconnoiter the situation. I do not plan 
on cooking my usual spaghetti dinner,  
because I will not know how many people 
will attempt to get a first-come, first-serve 
site. I can call you to let you know the 
situation on the evening of 13th if you give 
me your number. My apologies for this 
situation; this campground is extremely 
popular and it is difficult to secure a 
campsite under the best situation. 

 
Craig Anderson 

Nice Fish Tom! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22” trout at the seep lakes. 
 
 

Fly Recipe 
The Brassie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hook: Curved hook or Nymph hook, usually 
2XL or 3XL, hook shown in photo is 
TMC2457; size - match to insect  
Thread: Black, 8/0  
Abdomen: Copper wire, typically brassie or 
small sizes  
Thorax: Peacock herl. 
Can also be tied with a black bead head. 
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March 2025 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Scott Mitchell 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
President Craig Anderson at 1902 hours on 
03/25/2025. 
 
Present were Craig Anderson, Elver 
Robbins, Wesley Nickum, Jim Loomis, Kyle 
Kneese, Ray Williams, Jan Jackson, Guy 
Reisenauer, Bruce Hewitt and Scott 
Mitchell.  Absent were: None 
 
Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with 
any items on the agenda.  None were 
noted. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Scott Mitchell 
reported that the meeting minutes for the 
February board meeting were drafted and 
sent out for comments to all Board 
members.  Comments received were 
incorporated and the meeting minutes 
issued final to all Board Members and 
published in the March 2025 Newsletter.  
The Secretary’s Report was approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Ray Williams sent 
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss 
Statement covering 02/25/2025 – 
03/25/2025) in separate correspondence to 
the board members.  In summary, the 
report shows income exceeded expenses for 
the month and the annual club budget is 
tracking. 48 members attended the club 
annual banquet and paid for meals. 59 
members are paid to date. The report was 
approved.  
 
Membership Report: Wesley Nickum 
reported that the club membership stands 
at 86. Approximately 2/3 of our members 
have paid their club dues for 2025. 

 
Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported 
that the calendar for 2025 was as below: 
  

 The April 8 Speaker will be 
Devin Olsen on Stillwater Fly 
Fishing 

 The Sun Lakes Outing is April 
30 - May 3, 2025, with Rich 
Holten as lead. 

 The May 13 Speaker will be 
David Karl of WDFW speaking 
on the Tucannon restoration. 

 Proposed Multi-day Seep Lakes 
hike-in fishing outing May 14-17 
(Jan Jackson is lead) 

 The June 10 Speaker will be 
Grant Richie on Grand Ronde 
Rail 

 A Dog Lake/Leech Lake outing 
in late June/Early July 
(dependent on ice out and 
stocking reports).  Jeff Drowley 
is lead. 

 The club picnic will be on 
8/13/2025. 

 The Anthony Lakes outing will 
be August 14 to 17, but this 
year fishermen will have to 
make their own reservations as 
the group campground isn’t 
available. 

 The Lochsa outing is September 
4 -7, 2025, with Craig Anderson 
and Rod Gilge as co-leads. 

 The September General Meeting 
is September 9, 2025, Jeff 
Courier will be the speaker. 
Topic is Streamer Tricks. 

 The October General Meeting is 
October 14, 2025. Rich Holten 
will provide a fishing report and 
a discussion on fly patterns. 

 The November General Meeting 
is November 11, 2025, need a 
trip report from the club. 
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 The December General Meeting 
is December 9, 2025 (Christmas 
Gift Exchange) 

 
Newsletter Report: Articles for the March 
newsletter are due by noon March 30, 
2025. Craig Anderson requested the 
newsletter editor to list the club benefactors 
in the newsletter on a monthly basis. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Annual Banquet: 
The annual banquet was again a successful 
event for the club and all attendees had a 
great time. See Craig Anderson’s recap of 
the event elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
Craig Anderson reported the club website 
still needs scrubbing and asked Guy 
Reisenauer and Kyle Kneese to review the 
club website. Wesley Nickum needs to be 
added to the website as the club’s vice-
president for membership. 
 
Craig Anderson asked Bruce Hewitt to work 
with Rich Holden on presenting the kid’s 
program. 
 
Red’s Fly Shop Annual Rendezvous is 
scheduled for May 17, 2025. 
 
New Business: 
 
Membership Drive: 
Wesley Nickum reported he was going to 
approach local outdoor businesses and 
inquire about posting advertising for club 
membership. 
 
Craig Anderson stated no campsite 
reservations are presently available for the 
clubs outing on August 14 thru 17. See 
Craig’s comments elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

 
The board discussed the club’s approach to 
future fly-casting classes and developing a 
more organized plan. Craig requested 
several board members to be part of a sub-
committee and asked Bruce to set up a 
separate meeting to review. The club may 
hold a second casting class in May. 
 
Craig Anderson reported Rich Holten will 
run the raffle at the April club meeting. The 
club has numerous raffle items for the next 
several months. The club will be looking for 
monthly volunteers to rotate the running of 
the monthly dinner raffle. 
 
The board discussed the possibility of 
donating to a youth summer fly fishing 
camp. More discussion will be had in the 
future. 
 
Ray Williams stated the club is current with 
the IRS regarding the club’s non-profit 
status. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2005 hours on 
03/25/2025. 
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WEB HOT‐LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
  FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum ‐Free access to over 6,000 
patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of 
patterns and tips 
 
In the Riffle  ‐ Fly tying videos and tips 
 
  OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to 
Fly Fishers International 
 
  REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States 
 
 
  FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake 
River Basin fish and wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 
 
  CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future 
availability of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Native Fish Society  
Wild Salmon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
  Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
  Post Office Box 791 
  Richland, WA  99352 2015 
 
  Date: _____________________ 
 
  Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email   
 

  Street Address:_____________________ 

  City:______________________________ 

  State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
  Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

  Work Phone:   ________________ 

  Email:____________________________ 
 
  Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
  __________________________________  
 
  __________________________________  
 
  __________________________________  
 
  ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
  Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($35)  
 Business Membership ($50) Includes business‐card 

size, fishing‐related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
  Who can we thank for referring you to our   Club? 

  __________________________________ 

 

  To be completed by Treasurer: 
  ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
  Membership Database updated:_________ 


