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2024 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Craig Anderson 
 509‐378‐7849 

 Craig’s email  
 1st VP‐Membership: 
   Wes Nickum 
 2nd VP‐Programs: 
   Jan Jackson 
 Treasurer: 
   Ray Williams 
 Secretary: 
   Scott Mitchell 
 Directors at large: 
   Elver Robbins 
   Bruce Hewitt 
   Jim Loomis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Kyle Kneese 
 Past President: 
   Guy Reisenauer 
 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 5:30pm ‐ Wet Fly ‐ no host 
 6:00pm ‐ Dinner ‐ $26 
 6:45pm ‐ Program ‐ free 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $35/yr Indiv&Family 
 $50/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521‐4291 or 
 Rich's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 

 
Submit Article 
for Newsletter 
 

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 
 
NEXT MEETING: March 15 at 5:30PM. Meadow Springs Country 
Club. Silent Auction and Fly Raffle. Spring Banquet and Talk. 

Upcoming Fishing Events 
Seep Lakes Pack in – May 14th - 17th 
Sun Lakes – April 30th – May 3rd 
Dog/Leach Lake – depends on stocking date in June. 
Anthony Lake – August 14th – 17th 
Lochsa River – September 4th – 7th

PROGRAM: John Schewey, editor-in-chief of 
American Flyfishing magazine 
 
John Shewey as our guest speaker and tier. John is Editor-in-Chief of 
American Flyfishing magazine and is the author of several books, 
including Classic Steelhead Flies, Spey Flies, and Washington Blue-
Ribbon Fly-Fishing Guide. A fly-tying clinic will be held at 1:00PM 
with John tying beautiful steelhead and spey flies. The evening 
festivities will begin at 5:30PM with bidding on boxes of flies and 
silent auction items followed by an Italian buffet dinner, a short 
awards presentation, and presentation by John. See you there. 
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President’s Tippett 
By Craig Anderson 

 
March Madness has begun to take shape on 
the national level, but it is already going in 
the Casters. The lakes are open for fishing 
and some of us have taken advantage of 
decent weather to wet a line at Bobby, 
Nunley and Lenice Lakes. Fourteen of us 
gathered for a day of fishing (and some 
catching) at Rocky Ford on the 8th where 
Jeff hosted a chili dog lunch with a bit of 
help from me on a windless cloudy day, 
perfect fishing weather. We haven’t had a 
Rocky Ford outing in a few years, so it was 
good to get out as a group and catch, or try 
to catch, some of those large trout. 
 
As this is written, the Annual Banquet is 
less than a week away and many Casters 
have donated some great items for the 
Silent Auction, including floatation devices, 
fish finders, art work, a tying desk, rods 
and reels, books, games, a top of the line 
fly line, wine and whiskey to name a few. 
Twenty-one boxes of flies will be up for 
grabs in the fly raffle with some beautiful 
flies on display. Meadow Springs Country 
Club will be the venue on March 15th with 
John Shewey as our guest tyer and 
speaker. John will tie some steelhead and 
salmon flies in the afternoon session 
starting at 1:00 in the small banquet room 
at the Club and will be presenting “50 Years 
on the Fly: Ramblings of a Western Angler” 
in the evening. 
 
Fly tying classes are also in progress with 
the last of our five sessions on the 12th of 
this month. We have averaged about ten 
attendees and have managed to tie about a 
dozen different patterns of leeches, 
buggers, soft hackles, and dry flies so far. 
Sportsman’s Warehouse has been gracious 

in allowing us to hold the classes on the 
mezzanine in their facility in Kennewick.  
 
Planning is underway for some fly-fishing 
instruction for youngsters and for additional 
casting classes. Our next planned outing is 
the Sun Lakes outing: April 30 to May 3, 
check out the December 2024 newsletter 
for more details.  
 
We were unable to reserve the Group 
Campsite at Anthony Lakes this year, so if 
you want to join us there on August 14-17 
you can now make reservations for 
individual campsites through 
Recreation.gov. 
 
Get out there fishing and good luck!! 
 

Introduction to Fly 
Fishing Class 

 
Members of CBFC will conduct an 
Introduction to Fly Fishing class at the 
Richland Community Center on March 22 
from 9 am to 2 pm.  The class will include 
casting fundamentals, equipment for fly 
fishing, knots, fly selection, and where to 
fish.  To register for the class, contact 
Richland Parks and Recreation or go to their 
website: www.richlandparksandrec.com. For 
further information, contact Rich Holten at 
509-521-4291. 
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Lowland Lakes 
Outing 

Submitted by Jan Jackson 
 
A few of the lowland Washington lakes are 
open year-round, a few open on March 1st, 
the rest open on the last weekend of April, 
which only gives us a couple months of 
fishing until June when the lakes are too hot 
to fish and the rivers open.  
 
I’ll be at Potholes State Park, (just past 
MarDon) Unit 31, on May 14th and hike into 
as many of the seep lakes as I can until the 
17th when I’ll be pulling my travel trailer out 
of camp and heading for home. I’ve fished 
15 of these lakes so I’m getting pretty good 
at finding the fish. Last year I caught a 24” 
rainbow in one of the lakes in the Pillar to 
Widgeon chain. Quail Lake is part of this 
congregation of lakes and is the only ‘Fly 
Fishing Only’ lake in this region. Some of 
the lakes are a few hundred feet from the 
parking areas and some are a couple of 
miles away.  
 
I carabiner my float tube to one of my old 
backpack frames, clip on my waders and 
fins and take off. The benefit of having a 
backpack is that you have a waist belt to 
center your load on your hips and save your 
shoulders. You can see from the photo how 
I’m set up with the backpack plus I have 
two fly rods; one with a full sinking and one 
with a floating line that I attach different 
sets of Rio Versileader tips for getting down 
to the right depth. I also fish with 
chironomids using floating line. A hiking 
staff and snake gaiters are just extra help 
and protection. Are there rattlesnakes 
around the seep lakes? Just a few.  
 
Jeff Drowley has been doing a lot of 
research on these lakes including contacting 
the WDFW to find out which lakes have 
been treated with Rotenone. He also has a 

spreadsheet with all the lakes, 
opening/closing dates, acres and a lot of 
useful information. If you’re interested in 
finding out more about the seep lakes and 
want to participate in this club outing, 
contact Jeff or myself. You don’t have to fly 
to New Zealand or drive to Montana to find 
big fish; they’re right in your back yard.  
 
.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

One of the fish I caught last year.  
 
 
 
 

Here’s how I’m set up to backpack into the 
seep lakes 
 



 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters March 2025 Newsletter Page 4 of 10 

This is a typical day of fishing in the seep 
lakes.  

 
 

Rocky Ford Outing 
Photo Album 
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CBFC 
Phishing/Smishing 

Scam Alerts 
By Guy Reisenauer 

 
There have been several phishing attempts 
to solicit gift cards, donations, etc. to 
unaffiliated groups that were supposed to 
have come from a member of CBFC.  If you 
get any emails (phishing) or text SMS 
messages (smishing) claiming to be from a 
member of CBFC for gift cards, expenses, 
or other money transactions, there are 
some things you need to ask before you 
act. These guidelines also apply to family 
and business transactions as well. This is a 
start and not an all-inclusive list of things to 
look for: 
 

1. Does the email/SMS text message 
make sense from the person sending 
the email? Why would someone in the 
club or family be asking for money to 
do something? In the case of CBFC, 
this would be a board decision. 
 

2. Is the grammar in the message 
correct? Misspellings? These usually 
indicate non-English/second language 
speakers although this is becoming 
less distinct as AI becomes more 
common. 
 

3. Does the email address of the “From” 
actually match the known email 
address of the person sending the 
email?  The one currently circulating 
does not match the real email address 
for the person involved. 
 

4. Is there an urgency for money to act 
involved? If so, take your time, it’s an 

email and does not require an 
immediate response. 

If any of the above fits the ask, use an 
alternate method to verify the validity of 
the message. Use a phone and call a 
known number to the business or person 
to verify the message. If you do not have 
an individual’s phone number, use their 
known email address, forward the 
message to them and ask if it is really 
theirs. 
 
Do NOT reply to the message immediately, 
it only verifies to a scammer that they have 
a live phish on the line if it is a scam. 
 

Thread Worm 
Recipe 

 
Hook: Daiichi 1870 “Swimming Larva” #14 
Thread: Denier 70 (Red) 
Bead: Tungsten (Black nickel sized to hook) 
Rib: Holographic flat tinsel (Sm pearl or 
black) 
Finish: UV Resin 
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Fly Casting Class 
2025 

By Bruce Hewitt 
 
The Columbia Basin Fly Casters hosted a 
beginning fly casting class at the Central 
United Protestant Church gym in Richland 
on Saturday February 8th.  The class 
session lasted from 10 AM until 2 PM. Eight 
of our members participated in this event 
and assisted Russ Brown and Dave Myers in 
helping these new to fly casting attendees 
learn some basic casting and familiarization 
with flyrods/reels and lines. 18 participants 
ranging from age 10 to retired gained some 
skills in the mechanics and art of fly 
casting.   
 
Russ Brown has taught basic fly casting for 
many years locally and led with mechanics 
of delivering good casts. Dave Myers 
discussed some misconceptions of what 
catches fish and how to add enjoyment to 
fishing via learning to tie your own flies and 
catch fish on your creations. Jan Jackson 
discussed places locally for streams and 
lakes to begin to seek your quarry to fool 
with flies. Wes Nickum brought a very high 
skill level to those having difficulty in 
refining their fledgling efforts to make 
functional casts. Others helping out were 
Craig Anderson, Jeff Drowley and Bruce 
Hewitt with some hands-on instruction. 
 
The class provided an opportunity for 
newbies to get to know club members and 
make the pitch to join CBFC and attend our 
informative monthly meetups. More than 
half of those attending took home 
membership applications and several may 
attend our next meeting on February 11th.  
Many nice compliments from this group 
regarding our hands-on and friendly 

instruction made this a pleasurable and 
helpful class. 
 
It should be noted that Jan Jackson was 
instrumental in securing the church gym for 
this class.  The church pastor was in 
attendance with his own flyrod/reel and 
received some personal instruction from 
Jan.  We are grateful for the church loaning 
our club for the use of this facility, 
especially with the snowy conditions 
prevailing.  
 
We had some apologies from a few signups 
that illness forced them to miss our class, 
and they were hopeful additional classes 
would be offered soon. 
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February 2025 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Scott Mitchell 
 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Craig Anderson at 1900 hours on 
02/25/2025. 
 
Present: Craig Anderson, Elver Robbins, 
Wesley Nickum, Jim Loomis, Kyle Kneese, 
Ray Williams, Jan Jackson, Guy Reisenauer 
and Scott Mitchell.  Absent: Bruce Hewitt. 
 
Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with 
any items on the agenda.  None were 
noted. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Scott Mitchell 
reported that the meeting minutes for the 
January board meeting were drafted and 
sent out for comments to all Board 
members.  Comments received were 
incorporated and the meeting minutes 
issued final to all Board Members and 
published in the February 2025 Newsletter.  
The Secretary’s Report was approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Ray Williams sent 
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss 
Statement covering 01/28/2025 – 
02/28/2025) in separate correspondence to 
the board members.  In summary, the 
report shows Income exceeded expenses 
for the month and the annual club budget is 
tracking. 33 members attended the January 
club meeting and paid for meals. 52 
members are paid to date. The report was 
approved.  
 
Membership Report: Wesley Nickum 
reported that the club membership stands 
at 86.  
 
Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported 
that the calendar for 2025 was as below: 
  

 The Basic Fly-Tying classes 
continue, Wednesdays 2/12 - 
3/12/2025 at Sportsman’s 
Warehouse. 

 Rocky Ford Outing is March 8, 
2025, with a hot dog and chili 
lunch.   

 The annual banquet will be on 
Saturday March 15, 2025, at 
Meadow Springs with John 
Shewey as speaker.  

 The April 8th Speaker will be 
Devon Olsen on Stillwater Fly 
Fishing 

 The Sun Lakes Outing is April 
30 - May 3, 2025, with Rich 
Holten as lead. 

 The May 13th Speaker will be 
David Karl of WDFW speaking 
on the Tucannon restoration. 

 Proposed Multi-day Seep Lakes 
hike-in fishing outing May 14-17 
(Jan Jackson is lead) 

 The June 10th Speaker will be 
Grant Richie on Grand Ronde 
Rail 

 A Dog Lake/Leech Lake outing 
in late June/Early July 
(depending on ice out and 
stocking reports).  Jeff Drowley 
is the lead. 

 The club picnic will be on 
8/13/2025. 

 The Anthony Lakes outing will 
be August 14 to 17, but this 
year fishermen will have to 
make their own reservations as 
the group campground isn’t 
available. 

 The Lochsa outing is September 
4th -7th, 2025, with Craig 
Anderson and Rod Gilge as co-
leads. 

 The September General Meeting 
is September 9, 2025, Jeff 
Courier will be the speaker. The 
topic is Streamer Tricks. 

 The October General Meeting is 
October 14, 2025. Rich Holten 
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will provide a fishing report and 
a discussion on fly patterns. 

 The November General Meeting 
is November 11, 2025, We need 
a trip report from the club. 

 The December General Meeting 
is December 9, 2025 (Christmas 
Gift Exchange) 

 
Newsletter Report: Articles for the March 
newsletter are due by noon March 9, 2025. 
 
Old Business: 
 
The BOD decided not to move forward with 
the brag bucket idea. The clubs financial 
status is good at this time. 
 
Annual Banquet 
Craig discussed the annual banquet and 
reviewed duties assigned to those 
members. The club is set to have another 
successful banquet this year.  
 
Membership Drive: 
Craig Anderson had business cards for the 
club printed and handed them out at the 
club’s February meeting. Please see Craig if 
you would like a few cards to hand out to 
prospective members. 
 
The BOD decided not to move forward with 
purchasing a new laptop at this time and to 
use one of the member’s laptop for ZOOM 
meetings with our various speakers. The 
issue of a club laptop may need to be 
revisited in the future. 
 
Craig Anderson reported the club has 
enough raffle items for the next two club 
meetings, but we still need a member to 
run the raffle. Please see Craig if you are 
interested in supporting this club activity. 
 
Several board members reported they 
viewed the club website and believe the 
content was current and useful. 
 

Craig Anderson reported Rich Holten agreed 
to develop a fly-fishing presentation for 
youngsters. This will need further discussion 
regarding how to roll out to the public.  
 
Ray Williams stated he had club patches 
which are available to place on hats and 
fishing vests. Please reach out to Ray if you 
are interested in a club patch. 
 
Red’s Fly Shop is having two seminars this 
spring: 

 March 15, 2025, Trout Spey and Tight 
Line Nymphing 

 May 17, 2025, Rendezvous 
 
New Business: 
 
No new business was brought before the 
board. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2007 hours 
on 01/28/2025. 
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WEB HOT‐LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
  FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum ‐Free access to over 6,000 
patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of 
patterns and tips 
 
In the Riffle  ‐ Fly tying videos and tips 
 
  OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to 
Fly Fishers International 
 
  REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States 
 
 
  FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake 
River Basin fish and wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 
 
  CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future 
availability of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Native Fish Society  
Wild Salmon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
  Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
  Post Office Box 791 
  Richland, WA  99352 2015 
 
  Date: _____________________ 
 
  Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email   
 

  Street Address:_____________________ 

  City:______________________________ 

  State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
  Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

  Work Phone:   ________________ 

  Email:____________________________ 
 
  Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
  __________________________________  
 
  __________________________________  
 
  __________________________________  
 
  ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
  Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($35)  
 Business Membership ($50) Includes business‐card 

size, fishing‐related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
  Who can we thank for referring you to our   Club? 

  __________________________________ 

 

  To be completed by Treasurer: 
  ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
  Membership Database updated:_________ 


