2024 OFFICERS
President:
Craig Anderson
509-378-7849
Craig’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Wes Nickum
2nd VP-Programs:
Jan Jackson
Treasurer:
Ray Williams
Secretary:
Scott Mitchell
Directors at large:
Elver Robbins
Bruce Hewitt
Jim Loomis
Newsletter Editor:
Kyle Kneese
Past President:
Guy Reisenauer

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
S50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or

Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: February 11, 2025, at CG Public House &
Catering in Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Jeff Currier will discuss Streamer Tricks.

Jeff Currier resides in Hayward, WI with his wife Yvonne where he
bases his globe-trotting career in fly fishing. He is on the
professional advisory team for Winston Rods, Simms, Scientific
Anglers, Yeti, Costa Sunglasses, Outcast Sporting Gear, Aire, Kate’s
Bar and Bauer Fly Reels and a travel ambassador for Yellow Dog
Flyfishing Adventures. Jeff is a fly-fishing lecturer and well-known
fish artist. He has taught the skills of fly fishing, guided fly fishers
throughout Wyoming and Yellowstone National Park and escorted fly
fishers on six continents. Jeff has fished in over 63 countries and
caught over 465 species of fish on the fly!

Jeff’s articles, photographs and artwork have graced the pages of
magazines, catalogs, brochures and books. He is the acclaimed
author of Currier’s Quick and Easy Guide to Saltwater Fly Fishing and
Currier’s Quick and Easy Guide to Warmwater Fly Fishing
guidebooks. Jeff is also a well sought after expert for television,
radio and numerous fly-fishing films. Jeffcurrier.com

Upcoming Fishing Events
Rocky Ford - March 1st
Seep Lakes Pack in — proposed March event
Sun Lakes - April 30th—- May 3rd
Dog/Leach Lake - depends on stocking date in June.
Anthony Lake - August 14th - 17th
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President’s Tippet

by Craig Anderson

It was pleasant to watch the young people
at the Sportsman’s Show try their hand at
tying some flies, and the ability and
patience of our members assisting them.
Hopefully, some of the kids will attend our
fly-tying classes starting February 12t
(6:00PM at Sportsman’s Warehouse). And
maybe these youngsters will become
interested in fly fishing. They are the future
of our avocation, and their interest should
be nourished. I look around the room at
our monthly meetings (or my bathroom
mirror) and see a lot of “maturity.” We have
had some new younger members joining
the Casters, but we need more members,
mature or otherwise. For example, our
contract with CG Public House requires us
to pay for 25 attendees, whether or not we
have 25 members attending, and on
occasion we don’t have that many people
show up. So, we are launching a
membership drive in the near term.

Once in a while when I am at Sportsman’s
Warehouse getting some fly-tying
materials, I run into someone doing the
same thing, and I don’t recognize them as a
Caster. I usually ask if they are members of
our club, they usually aren’t, but they are
also unaware of us. So that we don’t have
to do a lot of explaining, we are getting
some business cards printed with our logo,
organization name, website address and our
mission on the front and the monthly
meeting details on the back. We will hand
these out at the tables at our February
meeting so that you can use them for such
occasions or to give to fly fishing friends. If
you bring a prospective member to a
meeting and they join, we will give you $26
to either pay for the meal you bought for
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your guest or your own or reimburse the
new member directly if he/she joins that
night, your choice. We have a great club
with lots of fun outings, members willing to
take someone fishing with them,
informational programs, instructional
opportunities and plenty of occasions to
meet other fly fishers. How many members
are friends of yours? That probably
happened because of your membership. If
you have other suggestions to supplement
the drive, let a Board member know.

Lakes opening and the Rocky Ford outing
will each occur before our Annual
Banquet...good luck!

By Craig Anderson
Classes begin February 12t
We will meet at 6:00PM in the mezzanine at
the Sportsman’s Warehouse on Canal Drive
in Kennewick. The class will meet for two
hours every Wednesday night thereafter for
a total of five weeks. The Casters will
provide all materials and tools, but if you
have some of your own tools that you
would prefer to use, feel free to bring them.
There is no charge for the classes. You do
not need any experience in tying flies
previously or if you want a bit of a tune up,
this class is just what you need. Youngsters
are welcome. You will learn the basics of
using the tools, selecting materials, thread
and equipment control, and fly construction.
Upon completion of the five weeks, you will
be able to tie hundreds of patterns using
the techniques you will learn. Don't buy any
tools until you take at least the first class as
you might be wasting your money, and we
will help you determine what to get. So, if
you want to try something different to get
through the rest of the winter, please join
us.
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Annual Banquet - Meadow
Springs Country Club
March 15, 2025

The 2025 Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Annual Banquet will be held at Meadow
Springs Country Club with John Shewey as
our guest speaker and tier. John is Editor-
in-Chief of American Flyfishing magazine
and is the author of several books, including
Classic Steelhead Flies, Spey Flies, and
Washington Blue-Ribbon Fly-Fishing Guide.
A fly-tying clinic will be held at 1:00PM with
John tying beautiful steelhead and spey
flies. The evening festivities will begin at
5:30PM with bidding on boxes of flies and
silent auction items followed by an Italian
buffet dinner, a short awards presentation,
and presentation by John:

50 Years on the Fly: Ramblings of a
Western Angler. This constantly
evolving, beautifully photographed,
eminently entertaining program
follows John and his tiny band of two-
legged and four-legged misfits
through angling adventures on a
variety of waters in many different
places. Having celebrated his 50t
year of fly fishing in 2023, John
invites you along for the ride as he
revisits some of his favorite travels
and most cherished adventures, from
famous places to little-known waters;
from distant destinations to close-to-
home fisheries; from humorous
misdeeds to whimsical memories.
Enjoy the fish, the places they live,
the beautiful surrounds, and the
memorable stories. Notably, this
program offers a celebration of fly-
fishing in the Northwest, a region
richly endowed with a wide array of
fascinating fisheries and a region
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frequently visited by anglers from
across the continent. No matter
where you live—here in the West or
anywhere else in the country, this
captivating presentation will keep you
enthralled.

Tickets are $50 per person and are
available at Sportsman’s Warehouse, at the
February 11t meeting, or by contacting
Craig Anderson at (509) 378-7849. Ticket
sales will close March 7, so that we can get
a dinner count for the staff at the Club.
Make plans to get tickets prior to then.

We will have over 20 boxes of flies for
raffle, with tickets for the raffle at $1
apiece. There will be a collection bag behind
each box of flies to put your tickets in, the
drawing conducted at the end of the
evening’s activities. Make sure you bring
cash for this raffle. We will also have a
silent auction of new or slightly donated
items including fly rods, fly line, a tying
desk, wine, artwork, a rod blank, books,
and other items. Silent auction items can be
paid for by check made out to CBFC at the
end of our evening. There will be a cash bar
set up by the Club. Dress is appropriate for
a country club.

Craig has contacted all of the tiers from last
year’s Banquet for donations to the fly
raffle, but if you would like to donate a box
of flies, or if you have new or slightly used
items you wish to donate to the Silent
Auction, please let Craig know. We are still
accepting nominations for the Smashed
Hackle award, but we may already have
one outstanding candidate.

(i . >”

Page 3 of 8



2025 Tri Cities

Sportsman Show
By Bruce Hewitt

The 2025 Show had the largest exhibitor
participation in more than 6 years. The
CBFC had booth humbers 802/804 and
staffed the Fly-Tying Theater in the
adjacent booth. The attending crowds were
larger than in the past two years. It was
reflected in folks stopping to ask questions
about our club, activities, meetings and
those observing our in booth fly tiers and
members assisting kids in tying their first
fly. Five members assisted in booth setup
and teardown, 20 members were booth
volunteers demo tying, helping kids tie,
selling raffle tickets and answering
guestions about membership. Nine
members presented demonstrations on fly
tying in Fly-Tying Theater. Special thanks
to Red’s Fly shop for providing a theater
tying person also. More than 50 flies tied
during the booth demo will be raffled at the
March 15th CBFC banquet.
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Wesley Nickum

Greetings CBFC members and Facebook
users:

If you haven't yet seen it, we now have a
Facebook group page! The page is entitled
“Columbia Basin Fly Casters” and is open to
members and the general public to spread
the club’s mission, news of our educational
and conservation efforts, promote the club’s
speaker programs and dinners and to serve
as a repository for the information on, and
a link to our website. Please search it out
and join, but just as importantly, please
share the page among your local Tri-Cities
Facebook community to drive interest and
membership. Friends, family, fishing
buddies, co-workers...anyone you think may
be interested in joining...the more the
merrier!

The page is setup to allow automatic
membership to any members of the club,
and Membership Chair Wes Nickum is
currently the sole admin for the page, but I
would welcome 1 or 2 additional admins to
help monitor the page. Please volunteer if
you have time and experience with
Facebook group admin duties. Even if you
don't, it's pretty simple, we encourage you
to get involved with promoting the club and
driving new members.

Finally, please make sure to post freely to
drive engagement. Caught a PB brag

fish? Fished a new water or an old friend
(avoid hot spotting as you see fit)? Tied up
a particularly beautiful fly? All posts are
welcome to create an engaging site and
welcome interest in the club. Also, feel free
to suggest edits to the page as you review
to the contents. Just text Wes at (360)
701-7046 with suggestions, and we’'ll
amend the page as necessary.
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Look forward to seeing you in our new
“virtual” club house!

Warm regards, and tight lines,

Wes

January 2025 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Wesley Nickum

The meeting was called to order by
President Craig Anderson at 1900 hours on
01/28/2025.

Present were Craig Anderson, Elver
Robbins, Wesley Nickum, Jim Loomis, Bruce
Hewitt, Kyle Kneese, Ray Williams, Jan
Jackson, Guy Reisenauer and Scott Mitchell.
Absent were: None.

Craig asked if anyone had a conflict with
any items on the agenda. None were
noted.

Secretary’s Report: Scott Mitchell
reported that the meeting minutes for the
December board meeting were drafted by
the previous secretary Jeff Drowley and
sent out for comments to all Board
members. Comments received were
incorporated and the meeting minutes
issued final to all Board Members and
published in the January 2025 Newsletter.
The Secretary’s Report was approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Ray Williams sent
out the treasurer’s report (Profit and Loss
Statement covering 01/01/2025 -
01/28/2025) in separate correspondence to
the board members. In summary, the
report shows Income exceeded expenses
for the month and the annual club budget is
tracking. 33 members attended the January
club meeting and paid for meals. The report
was approved.
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Membership Report: Wesley Nickum
reported that the club membership stands
at 82. 33 members are paid to date.

Programs Report: Jan Jackson reported
that the calendar for 2025 was as below:

e The Fly-Casting Clinic will be Saturday
February 8 between 10 and 2 at the
Central United Protestant Church
gymnasium in Richland, 1124 Stevens
Drive. The gymnasium is located at
the lower lot. Approximately 30
people signed up for this class. Bruce
Hewitt could use help with additional
instructors.

e The February 11 Speaker will be Jeff
Currier via ZOOM on Streamer Tricks

e The Basic Fly-Tying classes are
Wednesdays 2/12 - 3/12/2025 at
Sportsman’s Warehouse.

e Rocky Ford Outing is March 1, 2025,
with a hot dog and chili lunch. Signup
will be available at the February 11,
2025, General Meeting to ensure
adequate food. Jeff Drowley is the

lead. Due to a potential conflict
with other opening dates the
Rocky Ford outing may change

dates. Update forthcoming.
e The annual banquet will be on

Saturday March 15, 2025, at Meadow
Springs with John Shewey as speaker.
Tickets are now available at
Sportsman’s Warehouse.

e The April 8 Speaker will be Devon
Olsen on Stillwater Fly Fishing

e The Sun Lakes Outing is April 30 -
May 3, 2025, with Rich Holten as
lead.

e The May 13 Speaker will be David
Karl of WDFW speaking on the
Tucannon restoration.

e Proposed Multi-day Seep Lakes hike-
in fishing outing May 14-17 (Jan
Jackson is lead).

e The June 10 Speaker will be Grant
Richie on Grand Ronde Rail
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e A Dog Lake/Leech Lake outing in late
June/Early July (depends on ice out
and stocking reports). Jeff Drowley is
lead.

e The club picnic will be on 8/13/2025.

e The Anthony Lakes outing will be The
Lochsa outing is September 4 -7,
2025, with Craig Anderson and Rod
Gilge as co-leads.

e The September General Meeting is
September 9, 2025

e The October General Meeting is
October 14, 2025, with speakers from
the club.

e The November General Meeting is
November 11, 2025, need a trip
report from the club.

e The December General Meeting is
December 9, 2025 (Christmas Gift
Exchange)

o fishermen will have to make their own
reservations as the group
campground isn’t available.

[}

Newsletter Report: Articles for the
newsletter are due by noon February 2,
2025, to be included in the February 2025
newsletter.

2025 Sportsmen Show Recap

A complete recap of the Sportsmen Show
was presented by Bruce Hewittwith results
of the fishing rod raffle and class signups. A
kudo to all participants to make the show a
success.

Old Business:

The BOD discussed the potential need to
increase revenue by having a brag bucket
and/or a means of accepting donations to
offset our meeting venue overhead and
speaker costs. A consensus was agreed to
move forward with this idea.

New Business:

Annual Banquet
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Craig discussed the annual banquet and
reviewed duties assighed to those members
who have volunteered to help. Items
discussed were the various awards, raffle
and silent auction. Individual tickets remain
at $50 each. Due to the need to provide a
head count to the venue prior to the dinner,
no tickets will be available at the door.
Please purchase your tickets at Sportsman
Warehouse or contact Craig Anderson.

Membership Drive:

The board discussed having club business
cards printed so members could hand them
out when meeting prospective members. All
agreed to move forward with this, and Craig
will take the lead.

A discussion regarding incentivizing a club
member with a free club meeting meal
when they bring a prospective member who
joins the club. There were no objections.

The club laptop is no longer functional, the
operating system and hardware are
outdated. The primary purpose of the
computer is to connect the speakers for the
monthly meetings. The club has a
temporary work around, but a new laptop
may need to be purchased in the future.

During the January club meeting an
informal vote was taken to reinstate the
monthly dinner raffle. We have a volunteer
for a few months to run the raffle, but a
longer-term solution needs to be found as
well as a source for donated items.

The club has received comments that our
website is outdated. Craig asked Kyle
Kneese, Guy Reisenauer and Mike Wade to
review and update as necessary.

A local teacher inquired at the Sportsman
show, if we had members who could speak
to a third-grade class, which raised a
question regarding a speaker’s bureau. A
list of members was discussed. Craig will
reach out to them.
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Ray Williams stated he has club patches
which are available to place on hats and
fishing vests. Please reach out to Ray if you
are interested in a club patch.

Red’s Fly Shop is having two seminars this
spring:
e March 15, 2025, Trout Spey and Tight
Line Nymphing
e May 17, 2025, Rendezvous

Meeting was adjourned at 2007 hours on
01/28/2025.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the

Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the

consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Riuss %;ar%zé ’ _
' Cattaz est Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

#Basic instruction tailored to the individual

sAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

«Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 .4 Cattails.west@charter.net -4 Richland, WA

Worden Fly Fishing
MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352 2015
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

ORenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington )
City:
Fly F_ishing Clubs in_Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International I
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant O Family Membership ($35)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0J Business Membership ($50) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . - .
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — —_—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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