2024 OFFICERS
President:
Guy Reisenauer
509-730-9438
Guy’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Rich Holten
2nd VP-Programs:
Craig Anderson
Treasurer:
Sheldon Coleman
Secretary:
Jeff Drowley
Directors at large:
Bruce Hewitt
Elver Robbins
Jan Jackson
Newsletter Editor:
Kyle Kneese
Past President:
Ray Williams

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

5:30pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:00pm - Dinner - $26
6:45pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$35/yr Indiv&Family
S50/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact

Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or
Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters June 2024 Newsletter

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: June 11, 2024, at CG Public House and Catering on
Clearwater Ave. in Kennewick, WA.

PROGRAM: June 2024 Speaker—Jason Neuswanger
An Angler-Scientist’s View of What Trout Eat and Why it Matters

Jason Neuswanger is a salmonid biologist and avid fly angler. In 2004,
he founded Troutnut.com, an encyclopedia of aquatic insect
photography and hatch-matching information as well as a discussion
forum covering a wide array of flyfishing topics. Following ten years of
graduate and postdoctoral research on salmonid feeding behavior in
Alaska, in 2017 he moved to western Washington, where he has
worked to build up Troutnut.com with greater coverage of the hatches
of the Pacific Northwest. His talk will highlight some of our region's
entomology as well as research findings that may help anglers
appreciate their experience on the stream in new ways. So have your
questions ready for Jason.

Upcoming Fishing Events
Leach Lake--June 18

Lochsa River--September 4-8
Anthony Lake--August 15-18
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Club President
Message

by Guy Reisenauer

June is a month of great promise to good
summer fishing season. I have been out
several times in different locations around
the Tri Cities area with mixed success. Even
if I don’t catch anything, I still get casting
practice and the enjoyment of being outside
with the birds and other wildlife.

The annual picnic which has been scheduled
for the second Tuesday of August is being
moved to the second Tuesday of July. Since
we no longer have the salmon booth, and
due to the heat from last year in August, we
decided it would be prudent to move the
date to Tuesday, July 9th with a start time
of 6:00PM. The picnic will be a potluck at
Dale Schelke’s house on Harris Avenue. This
move also gives us an event in July and the
Anthony Lake outing in August. More details
about the address are to follow. I will see
you there.

The Leech Lake outing is now scheduled for
Tuesday June 18th. The move to a Tuesday
is to avoid the crowds. The campground is
expected to be open shortly after June 10th
with stocking by the state to be done
shortly after. Leach Lake is a good tube
lake. There are both brook trout and
rainbows in the lake. Jeff Drowley is taking
the lead for this event.

See all of you at the June meeting.

May your leaders go true and flat.
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Anthony Lakes
Outing: August 15-
18, 2024

by Craig Anderson

Our annual trek to Anthony Lakes is coming
up the third weekend in August. We have
the group camp reserved for Thursday noon
through Sunday. The distance from the
group camp to Anthony Lake is less than
100 yards, the camp has nominally space
for 10 rigs, and there are several tent sites
and we have fit in 14 rigs once. Wood is
typically for sale. Craig Anderson will be
serving a traditional spaghetti dinner on
Saturday night with some garlic bread,
garden salad and bulk red and white wine.
This is NOT a potluck, and there will be
plenty to eat, but if you want to bring a
dessert or other salad, or wine, go for it.

Last year the fishing was so good I returned
the following weekend. There is a resident
population of brook trout, and we have seen
18-20" rainbows clearing the water
annually. Wooly buggers and damsel fly
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nymphs work, and we have in the past hit
some ant hatches. Bring warm clothes as
the nights can be chilly. Anthony Lakes is
located in the Elkhorn Range about 165
miles from south Richland. Take I-82 to I-
84 toward Pendleton, go over Cabbage Hill,
through LaGrande and get off at North
Powder, take a right at the end of the ramp
and stay on the main road until it tees, take
another right and stay on it up into the
mountains. The group camp is on the left
just before you hit the ski area. Here is
your chance to fish a high mountain lake
(7000 foot elevation) without backpacking
to get to it. I have had questions about how
large a rig you can get into the campsite;
there is room for two large rigs on the road
through the campsite. So please join us.
Any questions, contact Craig Anderson
(509) 378-7849. Please RSVP to Craig so he
knows how much food to prepare.
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Lochsa River Outing:
September 5-8, 2024

by Craig Anderson

“Don't be fooled by the gin clear water of
Lochsa; you be up to your thighs crossing
this water.”

The annual Lochsa Outing is coming up in
September (on the weekend following Labor
Day). Here is an excellent opportunity to
catch some cutthroats on an easily
accessible river right on Route 12 between
Lewiston, Idaho and Lolo Pass, Montana.
We will be staying at the Wilderness
Gateway Campground in the C loop. The
distance from Lewiston to the Campground
is 122 miles. The Selway River joins the
Lochsa to form the Clearwater in Lowell,
about 20 miles back toward Lewiston. Make
sure to bring some soft hackles, PMDs and
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caddis patterns with you. Although you can
secure a campsite reservation through
Recreation.gov, our experience is that there
are many unreserved campsites to pick
from on a first-come, first-serve basis. If
you have a favorite campsite, make a
reservation. So, bring a dish to share. Rod
Gilge and Craig Anderson will provide
burgers, dogs, brats, buns and condiments
to dress them up. There are limited
opportunities to buy gas or supplies once
you get past Kooskia, so it is recommended
you fill up there to allow exploring fishing
sites on the river without running short on
gas. There is a gas station up the road
almost to Lolo Pass at a resort, and they
don’t gouge you too much, but it is about
25 miles further up the road. So please plan
on a fun weekend on the Lochsa. Any
questions, please call Craig Anderson at
(509) 378-7849.

Travelling Light-
Ramblings on Go-To
Fly Gear

by Tom Klein

We took a trip this month to see a
granddaughter graduate from college in Los
Angeles and extended the trip to visit other
relatives in Arizona and Wyoming. Of
course, this wasn't a fishing trip, but a guy
should be prepared--don’t you think? For
many of my fishing excursions I am amazed
at the amount of gear I wind up dragging
along. Waders, boots, float tube, life
preserver, second rod & reel, four fly boxes,
net, and several other items I either bring
along or forget to bring along.
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For this trip I took one rod/reel case, a
spool of 4X leader, a packet of tippets, and
a small box of flies.

It turns out that the reel pocket on the case
had enough room for the other three items.

I had everything I needed in one compact
travel package!
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And I did manage to get in three bootleg
fishing opportunities:

I cast flies on the muddy Platte River inside
Casper city limits just to take a walk along
the river. Next, I fished a small tail water
creek that runs out of an irrigation
reservoir. It flows under the natural bridge
in the picture below. I didn’t catch
anything, and a camper asked me if I had
caught anything. I told him no, and he
somewhat gleefully told me people caught
fish yesterday right here. I thanked him and
shuffled on...
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My third outing, Fremont Canyon, was
looking pretty glum for three or four hours
of casting when the 16-17 inch rainbow
below took my fly. She was hooked deep in
the crook of her mouth on the outside and
raced from shore at least ten times before I
landed her. I took a quick picture and let
her go. She was my “day maker”. Beautiful
country, a surface fly disappearing, and
some time alone. That’s what fishing is
about for me.
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Sun Lakes Pictures

From Rod Gilge
(Pictures of the fisherman's breakfast at the Sun
Lakes outing)

A bit more about flies — years ago I read an
article where the author said all a person
needed was 10 patterns of flies. In my
small fly box I had, on purpose, tried to
limit myself to ten patterns. What did I
have?

1. Fall River (white mayfly)

Blue wing olive

Elks hair caddis

Clink hammer

Purple haze

royal coachman

black gnat

mid-sized caddis fly

muddler minnow

foam grasshopper (many colors)
10. black leech

11. chronamid

12. bead head larva something
13. some unnamed flies with a
bunch of rubber legs

CoOoONOU R WLDN

From Ken Gano

(The first one is Rich Santos in the
Watermaster on Dry Falls. The second
picture is me, in the blue pontoon boat on
As you can see I didn’t quite meet the limit perch lake. Next is Ted Poston also on perch

of just ten! So - what ten flies would you lake, and last is Pat Hickey in the red
pick? pontoon boat on Dry Falls.)
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with a number of fish caught in the 14-16” range.
A number of flies did well on Perch Lake
including leeches, chironomids, and even some
dry flies. Dave and Carol Meyers along with

~ Bruce Hewitt cooked up a fabulous Friday
® morning breakfast which | am sure was a factor
in number of fish caught Friday morning and
} afternoon. There was also plenty of food at the
Friday Potluck although we did miss my wife’s
accordion music and the dancing that followed.
Amazingly the weather held up exceptionally
well, with minimal wind issues. To my
knowledge, we set a new standard for a Sun
Lakes outing - no one dropped a fly rod in one of
the lakes nor did anyone fall in or pop a float
tube. Save all of that for next year’s Smashed
Hackle award! Thanks to all who participated
and helped with the outing.

Sun, Omak and Blue
Lakes 2024

Rich Holten

Sun Lakes 2024

Thirty-two CBFC members traveled to Sun
Lakes at the beginning of May. We put a lot of ) o
float tubes and pontoon boats on Deep Lake on Ken Gano landing a really nice fish on Perch
Thursday and Friday and a few more on Lake

Saturday. While there didn’t seem to be as many

of the stocked catchables in the lake, we still

caught a lot of fish. Leeches trolled and stripped

on sinking lines were deadly as were retrieved

leeches under an indicator. Perch Lake and Park

Lake also fished significantly better than last year
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Friday breakfast at the Meyer’s Café

Omak Fishing Expedition

In mid-May, Mike Wade and | joined Skip and
Carol Morris in fishing lakes near Omak and
Okanogan. The area was new to Mike and | so
we followed Skip and Carol to several lakes that
held good fish. Mike and I started at Conconully
Reservoir near the campground we stayed at. The
fish were hefty — 16-20”, but not a lot of them
(also, we didn’t really the land the 20 incher).
Camping at Conconully State Park was decent,
but the electrical hook-up sites were crowded
together in one area. They don’t take reservations
until May 15 but we had no trouble finding a
campsite the first few nights.

The second day we drove to Omak Lake on tribal
lands. There is a $10 per day fishing fee per
person plus a $20 vehicle permit to fish the lake,
both of which can be purchased online after a bit
of difficult navigation through their website.
Also, there are some areas of the lake that are off
limits to non-tribal fishermen. As soon as we
stepped on the beach, we saw good-sized
Lahontans Rainbows cruising about a rod’s
length away from us. We thrashed the water with
several different flies but could not interest the
cruisers. Some would rush our flies, sniff them,
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and slowly wander away. Skip has some luck
catching the cruisers, but for the most part, the
fish we caught on various flies were in deeper
water. By day’s end, Mike, Skip, and I landed 5
each with one 20" fish.

The second day we fished Blue Lake which is
about 10 miles north of Conconully. There
appeared to be plenty of fish in the lake, but the
fishing was somewhat slow. | enjoyed heckling
Skip fishing a Booby fly until he landed a
beautiful 16” brown. Following his lead, I caught
two good ones on a Booby and decided | was
going to tie more of them.

The last day we tried Green Lake which is about
5 miles west of Okanogan. The wind was really
strong that day, but we squeezed out about four
hours of fishing/kicking against the wind and
caught about a dozen fish in the upper teens. That
lake and Little Green Lake next to it seemed to
have a lot of potential for excellent fishing in less
windy conditions.

Mike and I were evaluating the area for a fly club
trip which we concluded was probably not as
viable as our current destinations due to the
travel time, wind, and somewhat difficult fishing.
Nonetheless, we both would go back there in the
future armed with more Booby flies.

Omak Lake Lahontan
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Blue Lake

May 2024 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Jeff Drowley

The meeting was held on ZOOM, with
President Guy Reisenauer calling the
meeting to order at 1901 hours.

Present were: Guy Reisenauer, Rich Holten,
Craig Anderson, Jeff Drowley, Sheldon
Coleman, Kyle Kneese, Ray Williams, Elver
Robbins, and Bruce Hewitt. Absent was: Jan
Jackson.

Conflicts of Interest:

The board members were queried about
potential conflicts of interest. None were
noted.

Secretary’s report:

The meeting minutes for the April 23, 2024

board meeting were sent out draft to all
board members, all comments received
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were addressed and the meeting minutes
sent out final and subsequently published in
the May 2024 Newsletter. Acceptable to the
board.

Treasurer’s Report

Non-profit report will be due in July to the
state after the state notifies CBFC, else we
report as “for profit”.

Income tax postcard has been filed.

The Profit and Loss Statement 4/23 through
5/282024 was sent by separate
communication.

General meeting in May had fewer than 25
people eating, at 19. We hadl new “patron”
and 2 new members.

Report was approved by the Board
Membership Report

CBFC has 65 members at this point in 2024,
which doesn’t include those in Treasurer
Report of new 2. This is down significantly
from prior years.

Programs Report

June 11 Speaker will be Jason Neuswanger
from the TroutNut.com Website

August 137? Picnic, suggested to move it to
July 9. Not decided.

Anthony Lakes Outing August 15-18, 2024
Craig Anderson as lead. As this is a group
campsite, lead needs to be contacted to
ensure everyone has a place.

Lochsa Outing September 4-8, 2024 Craig
Anderson/Rod Gilge leads
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September 10 General Meeting Speaker will
be TBD

October 8 General Meeting Speaker will be
club members (we don’t know who yet and
are soliciting volunteers)

November speaker will be TBD
December is gift exchange

Trying to get John Shewey for 2025
Banquet

Newsletter:

The due date for submissions to the
newsletter will be noon June 4, 2024.

Old Business:

Leech Lake Outing - White Pass hoping to
open campground by June 10, with stocking
same day or as shortly thereafter (but not
before) as can be arranged. They still have
snow under the trees and damaged trees to
clear at this point so Tuesday June 18 is
scheduled. See newsletter for details.

New Business/Open Mike:
Casting Class

May 23 - Only 1 attendee and 3 instructors
- (Russ, Guy, and Jeff)

May 25 - Only 1 attendee and 3 instructors
- (Russ, Guy, and Jeff)

June 13 at 6-8 PM Volunteers needed to
assist as we expect many more trainees.

June 15 at 9-11 AM - Volunteers needed to
assists we expect many more trainees.

Need to increase price of banquet for next
year

Organizations we help - add Girl Scouts
Motion to send $100 donation to Western
Rivers Conservancy. Seconded and
approved in the meeting

Meeting was adjourned at 1941 hours.
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g Cattai[s West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a ffy

#Basic instruction tailored to the individual

tion for improving
distance and consistency

#Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4 Please leave a message 4 Richland, WA

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Flease forward a copy of this newslatar
o them, and bring tham 1o the next masing.

Taght lines and BIG fish.
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to
Fly Fishers International

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant
developments related to salmon and steelhead
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake
River Basin fish and wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and
historical data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future
availability of coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
URenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

Street Address:
City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC

O Family Membership ($35)

0J Business Membership ($50) Includes business-

card size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check#
Membership Database updated:
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http://www.flytyingforum.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/tightlinevideo
http://intheriffle.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org/
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.westernrivers.org/

