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CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 

resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  January 9, 2023, at CG Public House and 

Catering on Clearwater Ave. in Kennewick, WA. 

 

PROGRAM:  January 2024 Speaker—Dennis Dauble 
 

Our January 9, 2024 CBFC speaker will be Dennis Dauble. He is 
Conservation Chair for the Casters.  He retired in 2009 after 35 

years at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory where he was a 
fisheries scientist.  

 
Dennis has since written five books about fish and fishing and 

numerous articles for regional newspapers and magazines.  He 
fished his age in 2022. Dennis will be discussing the Walla Walla 

Watershed Restoration, a project to which the Casters contributed 
to two years ago.  

 

He will also brief us on plans for tributary streams and update us on 
the Ringold crossing. Don’t go fishing with him if you have concerns 

he might document your behavior and PUBLISH IT!! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

2023 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Ray Williams 
 509-547-8658 
 Ray’s email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VP-Programs: 
   Craig Anderson 
 Treasurer: 
   Sheldon Coleman 
 Secretary: 
   Jeff Drowley 
 Directors at large: 
   Elver Robbins 
   Guy Reisenauer  
   Dave Myers 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Kyle Kneese 
 Past President: 
   Jim Loomis 
 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 6:00pm - Wet Fly - no host 
 6:30pm - Dinner - $24 
 7:15pm - Program - free 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $35/yr Indiv & Family 
 $50/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
 Rich's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 

 
Submit Article 
for Newsletter  

 

mailto:maxrwilliams@aol.com
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org/
mailto:Kylekneese@att.net
mailto:Kylekneese@att.net
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Club President 

Message 

by Ray Williams 

 

With the Holidays over, it’s time to look 
ahead for 2024.  We have a lot on the 

table.  We are in the final planning stage for 
our Club’s booth and Fly-Tying Theater at 

the Sportsmen Show.  Bruce Hewitt is 
leading the activities.  Craig Anderson has 

our March Banquet on the calendar and our 
featured speaker lined up.  We have three 

outings already planned for May, August 

and September. Rich Holten and Craig 
Anderson have established dates for Sun 

Lakes, Lochsa, and Anthony Lakes, 
respectively.  

 
Our officer for this year’s Board of Directors 

is make up of eight of last year’s members, 
and two new members.  Each of the new 

members attended our November and 
December Board meetings as observers.  

Having the meetings on Zoom make the 
meetings easy to attend.  

  
As next year’s Past President, I am in the 

process of tying-in our new members.  

Since Guy Reisenauer served on the board 
in 2022 and 2023, that task will be easy.  

Bruce Hewitt, the new 3-year Director, is 
already serving the Club leading the 

Sportsmen show efforts.  Elver Robbins will 
be moving to 2-Year Director. Jan Jackson 

is taking over as the 1-year Director.   
December’s annual “Holiday Gift Exchange” 

wrapped up the year for 2023.  The venue 
went very well.  We had good attendance 

and Craig Anderson kept close track of all 
the gift “freezes” right to the end. 

 
I want to thank all the members for their 

support in 2023.  It was an honor to serve 

on the Board as President.  And, I want to 

remind the membership that January’s 
meeting will kick off our new start times for 

2024 with “Wet Fly” social time at 5:30 pm, 
dinner at 6:00 pm, and the program will be 

starting at 6:45 pm.  
Happy 2024!  

 

Annual Banquet 

by Craig Anderson 

 

The Columbia Basin Fly Casters Annual 
Banquet will be held on March 9th at 

Meadow Springs -Country Club. Our 
speaker will be John Shewey who is the 

editor-in-chief of American Fly Fishing 
magazine and author of many books 

including Classic Steelhead Flies, spey flies 
and Oregon fishing and hatch guides. 

The ticket price will be $50, and we will 
have the typical fly tying clinic in the 

afternoon and dinner at the Club starting at 

5:30 PM. More details on the Banquet will 
be available in the next newsletter. 

However, for right now we need your help 
on a few fronts: For our silent auction, we 

are again looking for donations of new of 
slightly used items, such as craft items, fly 

fishing equipment, artwork, or other items 
that you would think others might want. 

Please let Craig Anderson know what you 
might be donating by calling or texting 

Craig at (509) 378-7849. Secondly, our 
major source of revenue for paying for the 

speaker and his expenses is the Fly Raffle 
where we raffle off boxes of Casters-tied 

flies. If you have donated previously, you 
can expect a call from Craig. If you have 

not donated a box of flies in the past and 

would like to help out in that area, call or 
text Craig again at (509) 378-7849. Lastly, 

each year the Casters awards a person a 
Smashed Hackle Award. The use of the 

word “award” is questionable; the “honor” 
is given to Casters members who have 

screwed up while fishing. Past awardees 
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have included members who have hooked 
their spouse, loaned a leaking flotation 

device to a needy friend, directed fellow 
fishers to meet at the wrong location…you 

get the idea. Please submit your nomination 
to Guy Reisenauer at 

gfreisenauer@gmail.com. Tickets may be 
available at the January meeting but 

certainly at the February meeting, and at 
Sportsman’s Warehouse in February. 

 

 

A 2-hour trip to fish 

for steelhead east of 

Tri-Cities helps 

renew the holiday 

spirit 
From Dennis Dauble 

 

Another timely/oldie Dennis’ Tri City Herald 
article, here it is: 

 
https://www.tri-
cityherald.com/sports/outdoors/article238611043.html 
 

Winter Walla Walla fish pictures and fly 

fisherman at Ringold, also shared by 
Dennis: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/sports/outdoors/article238611043.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/sports/outdoors/article238611043.html
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Grande Ronde 

Monument, including 

CBFC 
 

From Reed Kaldor 

 

I was down on the Grand Ronde a few 

weeks ago and went by the property we 

helped purchase.  They have placed a 
monument at the site acknowledging the 

people and organizations that contributed to 
the purchase.  You will see that the CBFC is 

included. I think this is worth sharing with 

the club members.   
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Forecasts & Winter 

Musings 

By Kyle Kneese 

 

January presents opportunities for reflection 

of past outings and for planning next 
season’s trips.     

 
The winter doldrums must have really hit 

because I found myself searching mid-
December for the Columbia Salmon 2024 

forecast.  Sure enough, it had posted a 
couple days before.  I found myself 

digesting the 2023 forecast, actual returns, 
as well as the 2024 forecast.  With any 

forecasts, I’ll believe it when I see it.     
 

Forecasts include: spring chinook, summer 
chinook, fall Up-River-Brights (URBs), and 

sockeye at Brewster and Lake Wenatchee, 

for starters.   
 

As I read the report, memories from this 
past season returned:  Red’s Yakima float 

trip with kids; Drano Lake for hatchery 
Springers; Lake Chelan kokanee and 

sockeye trips with kids, Brewster Pool and 
the most beautiful fishery-Wenatchee Lake; 

catching/releasing wild Deschutes, Klickitat 
and Ringold steelhead; and releasing many 

Deschutes fall URBs that I finally kept one, 
to sample against a Springer.  Oh, almost 

forgot the odd year pink salmon foray to 
Brown’s Point Lighthouse in the Tacoma 

area last August.  Talk about a fun fishery!   

 
As an aside, if you enjoy hatchery salmon, 

recommend dry brining with brown sugar 
and a touch of kosher salt—then air frying. 

I bought my first air fryer this season for 
less than $70.00 at Wal-Mart.  A good 

investment.   
 

Some of the best table fare comes from 
around Snyder Street boat launch during 

late June and early July—the candy red 
sockeye.  And, pink salmon tastes a lot 

better than it’s reputed to be.  Just 
remember to dry brine! 

 
For next season, the forecast predicts an 

average at best Chinook season, and an 
above-average Sockeye season.  Again, I’ll 

believe it, when I see it.  This is the last 
year hatchery winter steelhead and 

hatchery springer might be caught in Hood-
river (hatchery was closed several years 

ago).  Instead of watching the super bowl, 

you may find me on the banks of Hood 
River this February.  My plans may also 

include a spring trip to Three Lakes Fly 
Fishing Lodge for brook trout north of 

Spokane.  
 

Every winter here is the unique opportunity 

to cast, blast and ski fast!  Cast for 

steelhead in the Touchet, Walla Walla or 

Tucannan.  Blast sporting clays and pen 

raised chuckar/pheasant at Clyde Shooting 

Preserve on the way to Bluewood Ski 

Resort.  Last season, my son accomplished 

this.  Where else could this be done?  The 

only thing left to figure is where Dennis 

Dauble’s secret honey-holes are on the 

Walla-Walla river.  He keeps hinting in his 

Tri City Herald articles, but I have a feeling 

that information remains forever a mystery.  

Late Season 

Opportunities 

Pat Dorsey of Fly Fisherman News 

 

Whether you like to fish streamers, 

nymphs, or drys (or all three), late autumn 

is a special season.  Story and credit to Fly 

Fisherman/Fly Fisherman News. 
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Autumn Opportunities: Don't Stop Fishing Now, It's 

Just Gett - Fly Fisherman 

 

November 2023 

Board Meeting 

Minutes 

by Jeff Drowley 

 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters Board 

Meeting December 19, 2023  
 

Agenda 

Board Members attending:  Ray Williams, 
Jeff Drowley, Jim Loomis, Kyle Kneese, Rich 

Holten, Craig Anderson, Guy Reisenauer, 
Elver Robbins.  Not in 

attendance: Sheldon Coleman, Dave 
Myers  

Non-voting attendees: Next years’ board 
member Jan Jackson. 

 
The Meeting was called to Order at 1900 on 

December 19, 2023 
Agenda Conflicts:  None Noted 

Secretary’s Report:  November Draft 
Meeting Minutes were issued and comments 

received were incorporated.  However, the 

email sending the revised meeting notes 
incorporating comments got stuck in my 

outbox.  What was published in the 
November newsletter was missing 7 

clarifications (in italics): 1) Under Programs 
Report December General Meeting 

(12/12/2023); 2) Under Tie-A-Thon, #12 
Soft Hackles, sizes 14 - 16; 3).  Under 

Open Microphone first bullet, 
add dues, after start times and before 

dinner; 4). Under Open Microphone second 
bullet, end with If still no response, Ray 

Williams will cover January 2024; 5).   After 
the Open Microphone 3rd bullet, insert 

title Upcoming Events; 6.)  After Next 

General Meeting December 12, 2023 at CG 
Catering Event Center, add (gift exchange); 

7.)  Last line (adjournment), after 1944, 
insert hours on 11/28/2023.  The Report 

was approved with the corrections as noted 
in this meeting minutes.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Sheldon reported the 
Profit and Loss report for the period 11/29 

to 12/19 to board members prior to the 
meeting. $768.00 gross receipts, $2850 

membership renewals, $49.62 loss for the 
month. Result for year is net gain of 

$1564.79 Assets $16981.39, will end the 
year in the black.  Report accepted.   

Membership Report:  Membership is at 

87, unchanged from last month. 
Programs Report:  

• Anthony Lakes - next years 
outing will be August 15 -18, 

2024. 
• 2024 Lochsa (or possible 

alternate venue) outing will 
be September 5-8, 2024. 

• Dennis Dauble will be speaking 
at January 9, 2024General 

Meeting on Walla Walla 
restoration 

• February speaker is TBD 
• Banquet speaker is John 

Shewey  Date is March 9, 2024 

Newsletter Editor:  All inputs are due by 
no later than January 2, 2024 noon for the 

newsletter to be issued prior to the 
1/09/2023 General Meeting. . 

Old Business:    
• Prep for Sportsman’s Show --  Jim 

Loomis identified the flies he is tying 
in the theater.  Board discussed 

offering Sunday first two sessions of 
fly tying theater to support the free 

booth (no decision, tabled pending 
another discussion with Bruce)  Bruce 

brought the story board to the ad hoc 
meeting on 12/8/2023 and committee 

reviewed picture placement.  Raffle 

materials are being procured (action: 

https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/autumn-opportunities/483900?utm_source=WhatCounts-Email&utm_medium=FFN%20NL12-Months-Engaged&utm_campaign=FFN
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/autumn-opportunities/483900?utm_source=WhatCounts-Email&utm_medium=FFN%20NL12-Months-Engaged&utm_campaign=FFN


 

 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters January 2024 Newsletter Page 7 of 10 

Bruce Hewitt), and brochures need to 
be revised with new monthly meeting 

start times, dues, and meal costs 
(action Rich Holten). 

• New 2024 Board - actions 
• Need President’s Orientation 

Document, and Director’s Duties 
document- Ray Williams action 

• New President’s Notebook - Ray 
Williams Action 

• Presidents Message - Ray 
Williams action. 

• Club By-Laws - Ray doesn’t 
believe the copy we have is the 

current version.  Craig and Jeff 

said they thought that they had 
copies and will provide to Ray. 

• Dinner Times at CG Catering for 
2024 - Now Wet Fly at 1730, 

Dinner at 1800, Speaker at 
1845 - 1945, Business at 1945, 

adjourn at 2030 latest.  Meal 
costs are $26.00 per person. 

Annual Dues are $35.00 (Needs 
to be updated in the Website, 

newsletter and flyers) 
• January meeting is per contract 

in the Amon Room (behind the 
bar), not in the Event Center. 

Thereafter 2024 meetings will 

be in the Event Center. 
• Raffles - it was noted that the raffle 

box is about empty.   
• March 9,2024 CBFC Banquet - Update 

from Craig Anderson - need donated 
flies and raffle item donations.  Have 

Speaker 
• Tie-A-Thon  -Reminder to tie flies for 

the 2024 Tie-A-Thon.  Flies have to 
be sent in mid-March.  Anyone tying 

100+ gets a free t-shirt from the Tie-
A-Thon.  Recommended flies are 

listed in the November newsletter in 
the Board Meeting Minutes. 

 

New Business: 

Open microphone 
• Need website/newsletter and flier 

update for new meeting start times, 
dues costs, dinner cost and list of 

officers.   
• Storage Shed status and new cost 

data 
• Storage shed is no longer free, 

will have a contract with a price 
of $50/month.  If we have to 

pay, Ray wanted others to look 
at the facility to ensure it is 

adequate: he thinks animals 
have been inside. 

• Creation of a Donor Class of 

membership for this willing to pay 
$100.  No decision with a question as 

to how the money would be spent and 
whether we would need to change the 

by-laws.  Tabled for look at the by-
laws. 

• Who is responsible for replacing 
Wanda as Raffle lead. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

January General Meeting is January 9, 
2024, in the Amon Room (behind the bar at 

CG). 
January Board Meeting is January 23, 

2024 on Zoom 

Sportsman’s Show dates are January 
25 (set-up) through January 28, 2024 

Banquet date is March 9, 2024 
Sun Lakes Outing dates are May 1 - May 5, 

2024 
Anthony Lakes dates are August 15 -.18, 

2024 
Lochsa (or alternate venue) dates 

are September 5 - 8, 2024 
Meeting was adjourned at 2024 hours on 

12/19/2023. 
 

Annual Financial Summary (from Sheldon): 
In 2023 there was no income from the 

Salmon Booth.  The Board of Directors 

approved an increase in annual membership 
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dues and suspended donations to service 
and conservation organizations.  The Board 

also reduced expenditures for monthly 
meeting speakers by using Zoom 

presentations and presentations by club 
members.   

The Club received revenue from monthly 
raffles, membership dues, and the annual 

banquet.  Several members donated funds 
and raffle items.  We also received a 

donation of a storage unit from City View 
Storage.  Operating costs included: speaker 

fees, administrative costs, Web/Zoom fees, 
club outings, and the annual club picnic.  

Income exceeded expenditures for the year. 
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 
patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of 
patterns and tips 
 
In the Riffle  - Fly tying videos and tips 
 
 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to 
Fly Fishers International 
 
 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States  
 
 
 FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake 
River Basin fish and wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 
 
 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future 
availability of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
Native Fish Society  
Wild Salmon Center 
Trout Unlimited  
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 
 
 Date: _____________________ 
 
 Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email  
 

 Street Address:_____________________ 

 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
 Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 
 
 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($35)  
 Business Membership ($50) Includes business-

card size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
 Who can we thank for referring you to our  Club? 

 __________________________________ 

 

 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/tightlinevideo
http://intheriffle.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org/
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.westernrivers.org/

