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Columbia Basin Fly Casters May 2023 Newsletter

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: May 9, 2023, at CG Public House & Catering in
Kennewick. Starts 6 pm.

PROGRAM:

May Speaker — Mike Wade

Is traveling one-quarter of the way around the world to escape Tri-
Cities winter and fly fish for trout worth the effort? Our May
speaker, Mike Wade, must think so.

I\\

Join us as he talks about his ninth annual “once in a lifetime” trip to
Patagonia in search of warmer weather, rainbows, and browns (and
perhaps a little Malbec).

Don’t miss this presentation.

Upcoming Fishing Events

May 19-20 Pikeminnow Sign-In and Fishing
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President s Message
by Ray Williams

My plan to have members donate plasma
for dollars was well intentioned. It was a
long shot, and sound financially. This
month, we have another shot at raising
funds for the Club. It is fishing for pike
minnow in the Columbia River, near
Columbia Point and the Yakima River. The
Richland Rod and Gun Club (RRGC) have
made all the arrangements on how this will
be played out. We will have a quick
tutoring session at our May meeting. RRGC
is planning the event for May 20t", with
registration in the afternoon on the 19,
They are also planning to have a feed at the
park’s gazebo that afternoon.

Our first fly fishing outing at Sun Lakes was
well attended. Fishing was good, weather
was beautiful. A thanks to Dave Myers (and
Carol) for the Friday morning pancake
breakfast; and a thanks to Rich Holton for
planning the trip and for his featured
“curry” at the pot-luck dinner Friday night.

Mellsop’s Article

Craig Anderson

Several years ago while visiting friends in
Salida, Colorado, I ran across an article in
the local, small town newsletter, which I
thought humorous and relevant to those of
us who occasionally hire a guide. The piece
was written by an ex-guide and a realtor in
the Salida area, Hayden Mellsop. I obtained
his permission to run the article in our
newsletter, so it follows.
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Accidental Angler Reveals His Dark
Secrets

(Published in the July 2020, 2nd edition of
The Mountain Mail, used with the author’s
permission.)

Back in my guiding days I had a regular
client who over the years became a friend,
and who every time we met asked a
question that never failed to bring a smile
to my face along with a rueful shake of my
head.

“So, what'’s today’s secret fly?” or the
variation “Where's the secret spot?”
Flattered as I was at his assumption of the
extent of my river-related knowledge, his
question showed a fundamental lack of
understanding about what a guide brings to
the table, not to mention the realities of the
life of a fish.

For starters, unlike teenagers, fish don't eat
24/7. Additionally, many anglers also
assume that certain esoteric knowledge is
granted us by the mere fact of being a
“guide,” perhaps in some part through a
dark pact with Beelzebub. We trade our
souls in return for a life spent on the river,
carefree and immune to the laws of
economics and aging. Like Faustus, essence
is exchanged for the key to mysteries,
mysteries denied mere mortals and
especially those who only get to fish a
couple of times a year.

The reality, of course, is quite different. In
some ways, the life of a guide could be
compared to suffering an extended period
of water torture. Instead of the steady drip
drip drip of water on the forehead, instead
we are exposed to the steady drip drip drip
drip of dropped back casts, poor line
control, and a stoic refusal on the part of
the angler to believe that fish actually feed
close to the bank.
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Accordingly, you might assume that when a
day off comes along, most guides would
retreat to the confines of their hovel, there
to explore the dark recesses of the mind to
be found lurking at the bottom of a bottle of
cheap scotch.

While this may be true for some, most of us
are drawn, like a moth to a flame, back to
the river. There is a need to reaffirm for
oneself that fact that fish do live where you
tell your clients they do, and a good drift
with a mend of two makes a difference.
There is a need to see a fly presented
without three feet of superfluous fly line
coiled around it like a protective cobra, and
to see a gentle, measured hook set rather
than an excited, agricultural skyward leap.
But there is also a need to be reminded that
we all make mistakes. We like to think that
we are immune to the same foibles and
failings to which our clients are susceptible,
but the truth is usually quite different.

We also relearn that fishing from a boat is
difficult. With everything that is going on, it
is easy to over cast, or mess up a mend, or
excitedly pull the fly away from an eager
fish.

There is a need to remind oneself that it is
really only about getting out on the water,
enjoying a few belly laughs, and not taking
it all so seriously.

So the answers to the questions posited
above, as revealed to me by my connection
to the Dark Side, are: Whatever fly is
naturally presented to where the fish are,
and any spot you find yourself on the river.
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Kids Fishing Day

By Rich Holten
The 2023 Kid’s Fishing Day was held last
month at the Columbia Park Pond. As
usual, the kids and some teens landed a lot
of fish, some landing their first fish ever.
The event also included a Friday session for
Disabled Persons. Thanks to Dale Schielke
(who manned the prize booth all day), Dave
Meyers, Bruce Hewitt, Ray Williams, Jeff
Drowley, Rod Gilge, and Tony Umek for
helping out. This is a great event to get
youth outdoors. I would encourage more of
our members to get out to the pond next
year. I had the good fortune to land my
largest trout ever at the event ... actually I
only netted it. One of the youths in the
photo was reeling in at the end of the 2 pm
session when the water exploded. After a
chaotic minute or two, we landed this 5 plus
pound trout. A bit of envy passed over me,
but it was a kick to see the excitement this
family experienced.
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Message Regarding Couse
Creek

By Dennis Dauble

See pictures from the project that us fly-
casters contributed to as part of our
conservation budget. Before and after to
pretty little Couse Creek, tributary of the
Walla Walla River, spawning and rearing
habitat for steelhead and trout.

':'.ﬁ’ﬁ\ a

> .9:"-'_'/ ;‘/
. - ‘-
a :"" < xi ) 5/
: ne' B - M

Columbia Basin Fly Casters May 2023 Newsletter Page 4 of 12



Swinging Streamer
Tips

Fly Fisherman Throwback: Early-Season Streamer
Strateqies - Fly Fisherman

Pikeminnow Last Reminder

An opportunity for each member to help
make up our budget challenges and have
fun doing it is coming up on May 20. We
will join with the Richland Rod and Gun Club
fishing for and catching Northern
Pikeminnows (Squaw Fish) and using the
reward monies to bolster the bank accounts
to make up for the loss of the Salmon Booth
income. May is, historically, the “Hot
Month” for Pikeminnows in the Tri-Cities
area. This will be an any tackle event.

We will be able to sign in at Columbia Point
Park the afternoon before. Fish can be
turned in until about 5:30 pm on the

20, The Rod and Gun Club will host a
post-fishing burger feed after the event at
the southern-most picnic Gazebo (near the
I-82 Bridge).

Any questions call Dave Myers at 509-438-
1277, leave a message and I will return
your call.

Sun Lakes Outing

By Rich Holten

About 30 members attended the 2023 Sun
Lakes outing. As usual, several fish were
brought to the net at Deep Lake and some
large fish were landed by Patrick Hickey,
Ken Gano, and Reed Kaldor at Perch and

Columbia Basin Fly Casters May 2023 Newsletter Page 5 of 12


https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/early-season-streamer-strategies/471001?utm_source=WhatCounts%20Email&utm_medium=FFN%20NL12%20Months%20Engaged&utm_campaign=FFN
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/early-season-streamer-strategies/471001?utm_source=WhatCounts%20Email&utm_medium=FFN%20NL12%20Months%20Engaged&utm_campaign=FFN

Dry Falls Lakes although neither of these
two lakes produced many fish. We, also,
tried Park and Blue Lakes but neither of
these two seemed very productive.
Chironomids and leeches produced most of
the fish. We were treated to a hearty
breakfast by Dave and Carol Myers on
Friday morning which definitely fortified us
for landing our fish and kicking around on
our float tubes and pontoons. We were
watching carefully for potential candidates
for next year’s Smashed Hackle Award and
it appeared that we were rewarded with
multiple options which may be revealed at a
later date. One of the great features of this
location is the availability of other activities,
especially for the wives that do not fish.
Some of us played golf, visited the Dry Falls
Interpretive Center, took long walks, played
cards, and told stories around a campfire.
Mark your calendar for next year’s trip
which will probably be held May 1- May 5.

Potluck on Friday night.
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Craig Anderson and Reed Kaldor take a
cribbage break after a hard day of fishing

CBFC women on the move, hiking down to
Park Lake

Introduction to Fly
Fishing Class

By Rich Holten

On May 20 I will conduct a fly fishing class
at the Richland Community Center for new
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or relatively new fly fishers. This class is
designed to introduce students to fly fishing
and prepare them for their first fly fishing
outing. We will help you with selecting the
right gear and flies, preparing that gear
including tying the right knots, fly casting,
and choosing nearby lakes and streams for
new fly fishers. Attendees should bring their
favorite fly rod if available; otherwise,
loaners will be available for the class.
Please also bring a sack lunch so that the
class can continue through lunchtime. The
class hours are 9 am to 3 pm. There will be
a small fee for use of the room. To sign up
for the class, go to the following

website: http://apm.activecommunities.co
m/richland/Activity Search/4467.

Western Rivers

Conservancy
By Ray Williams

Western Rivers Conservancy is one of the
non-profit agencies that our Club has
supported. Their efforts are to provide
access to fisheries in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, Montana, Utah, Arizona, California
and Colorado. They purchase the
properties that prevent river access and
then turn them over to be managed by
Conservation or Government agencies; or
Native American tribes.

Roughly 30 miles south of the Canada-US
border, the Okanogan River dips into the
glacier-carved McLoughlin Canyon, one of
the most scenic and historic reaches of the
river; and the location of McLoughlin Falls
Ranch. Named after a big Class II rapid
called McLoughlin Falls just off the banks,
the ranch makes up a critical part of a
larger wildlife movement corridor that spans
from the Cascade Mountains in the west to
the Kettle River Range in the east.
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WRC purchased McLoughlin Falls Ranch in
2022 and held the property while pulling
together the funding and partnerships
needed to permanently protect it. In March
2023, they conveyed the southern portion
of the property to WDFW and the northern
portion to the Colville Tribes. This unique
outcome ensures the ranch will remain
undeveloped for the benefit of fish, wildlife
and people, including those who've had ties
to this land for centuries.

April 25th 2023
Board Meeting

Minutes
by Jeff Drowley

The meeting was called to order by
President Ray Williams at 1900 on 4/25/23
Present at the meeting were Ray Williams,
Rich Holten, Craig Anderson, Jim Loomis,
Kyle Kneese, Jeff Drowley, Sheldon
Coleman, Guy Reisenauer, and Elver
Robbins. Not present was Dave Myers.
President Ray Williams asked if any Board
members had conflicts with the published
agenda. No conflicts were noted.

Secretary’s Report - March 2023 Meeting
notes were sent out to all board members
following the March meeting, all comments
received were incorporated and the revised
minutes were sent to Kyle, and
subsequently published in the April
newsletter. Meeting notes were approved
as published.

Treasurer’s Report -

Sheldon Coleman provided the
monthly Profit and Loss Statement. The
period ended with a net gain of 208.31.
The report was accepted by the board.
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Membership Report

Based on the Treasurer’s Report of
$2115 as 2023 membership income, we
have 59 member families, and 1 business
membership. Rich Holten expects this to
grow to about 80 after follow-up (after Sun
Lakes outing).

Programs Report -

May Speaker will be Mike Wade
discussing his recent trip to Patagonia, as
well as a presentation on the pikeminnow
program by Dennis Werlau of WDFW on
5/9/23 (see www.pikeminnow.org for rules)

June 13, 2023 General Meeting
speaker is TBD.

No General Meetings in July or
August.

Fall 2023 General Meeting Speakers
are TBD

Next fishing event is Sun Lakes
Outing April 26 - 30, 2023

Proposed Rocky Ford Outing on May
26, 2023 with Drowley as lead.

Proposed Leech Lake Outing on June
23, 2023 (dependent on stocking)

Lochsa (ID) Outing on August 17-20,
2023

Anthony Lake (OR) Outing September
7-10, 2023
Newsletter Report: - Inputs are due by
May 3, 2023 Close of Business. Content
needed
Conservation Report: - Dennis Dauble
reported that the work party for Ringgold
access will be delayed to at least the end of
May due to yet another required report
(which was submitted April 4, no decision
yet).

Old Business:
*+ Revenue Replacement Report -

Recommendations Updates

« Plasma Drive - Was explained with

signup sheets at April 11 meeting.
Only one person signed up, which
will make this not viable.
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« Pikeminnow fishing - Dave
Myers

Ref: https://www.pikeminnow.org.

We’'ll have to sign up ahead of time as a
club for registration on May 19, and fishing
on the May 19th evening and May 20t day.
Club would be paid with a single check to
the Treasurer for the sum of all club
catches. Proposal for CBFC is to fish the
vicinity of Columbia Point on the 20th.
RRGC will host a feed following the May 20
day.

See RR&GC meeting in Richland on May 2
for long version. Short version is at CBFC
May 9 General Meeting

« Activities - Sun Lakes outing is
set, Jeff Drowley volunteered to lead
a Rocky Ford outing May 26. Jim
Loomis is lead for Leech Lake (once
opened and stocked); Lochsa River is
set for August 17-20; Anthony Lake is
set for September 7-10, 2023;
Consider Lake Lenore for late March
next year.

Potential other venues - Crow Butte,
East Lake (OR), Lenice Lake, Nunnally
Lake, Corral Lake, Quincy Lakes,
Potholes, Scootenay Reservoir, Lower
Palouse River, Icicle Creek, Lake
Wenatchee, others? (lakes Grimes;
Jameson; Clear; or Rock)

« CG Dinner Meeting Contract - Fall
2023 (September 2023 through
December, 2023)

« Kids Fishing Day (aka Kids Outdoor
Education): Rod assembly for 1400
rods occurred on April 1 at Griggs
Pasco in the Hunter Ed room. The
actual fishing day was held at
Columbia Park Fishing Pond on April
21 (9:30 AM to 5 PM with dinner at
6 PM; & 22 (7 AM to 4 PM). There's
a third session this year on April 26
(9:30 AM to 4:30 PM). Thanks to
the volunteers who made this
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happen, including Dave Myers, Dale
Schielke, Jeff Drowley, Rod Gilge,
Rich Holten, Tony Umek, Bruce
Hewitt, Ray Williams, Pat Hickey,
Joe Swenson, Matt Brown, and Bill
Frier.

New Business
* No new items were presented for
consideration.

Next General Meeting is May 9,2023
Next Board Meeting is May 23, 2023.
Next Outing is April 26-30, 2023 (Sun
Lakes)

Pikeminnow fish registration May 19 and
Pikeminnow Fishing Day is May 20

Actions:

1). Finalize Ringold work party
date.(Current guess is late May at the
earliest)

Adjourn

Sun Lakes Outing

More Photos
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Russ %ﬂﬂ//&g‘ ; .
’ ! Cattaz West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

eAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

eCustom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 4  Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or

implied in this Newsletter are solely the
KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE responsibility of the author, or the
o ':IEF':j MEMBIFHS? | Editor if no author is listed;
lease forward a copy of this newslatier

L s SN S I and do not necessarily reflect the
10 T, and Dring e 1o the next masting.

consensus of CBFC members.
Night lines and BIG fish.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to
Fly Fishers International

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant
developments related to salmon and steelhead
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake
River Basin fish and wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and
historical data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future
availability of coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
URenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

Street Address:
City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC

O Family Membership ($35)

0 Business Membership ($50) Includes business-

card size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check#
Membership Database updated:
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