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Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: March 26, 2022, at CG Public House & Catering in
Kennewick. Starts 5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Annual Banquet. The Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Annual Banquet will be held at Meadow Springs Country Club this
year on Saturday, March 26%. Our guest speaker will be Brian
O’Keefe who last visited us for our 2004 Annual Banquet. Brian is
an excellent photographer and those of us who have attended the
annual Lynnwood Fly Fishing Show will have seen Brian in the
casting pool demonstrating his expertise in that aspect of fly fishing.
Instead of the usual fly tying clinic Brian has suggested he provide a
tutorial on taking fishy pictures with an iPhone. He promises plenty
of hands-on experience to improve our photography. His evening
topic will be Favorite Fish, a presentation designed specifically for
both fishers and their spouses. There will be a fly raffle and a silent
auction for new or gently used items prior to dinner. The
photography clinic will be at 1:00PM and the raffle and auctions will
start at 5:30PM with dinner and presentation following.

The menu for dinner will be a Wild West Barbeque: House Smoked
Beef Tri-tip, Candied BBQ Chicken, Corn on the Cob, Sweet Baked
Beans, Potato Salad, Garden Fresh Salad, Sweet, Tangy Coleslaw,
and Corn Bread Muffins with Honey Butter.

Upcoming Fishing Events
March 16 — Rod building class
March 23 — Fly tying class
April 2 Tie-a-Thon, Sportsman’s Warehouse
April 27 - May 1 Sun Lakes Outing
August 11 — 14 Anthony Lakes Outing
September 8 - 11 Lochsa River Outing
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President’s Message

by Jim Loomis
Things are looking up. Spring is almost
here, the Covid 19 virus seems to be
abating and the fishing season is open on
some of lakes. | made one trip to Lenice,
and when both my trusty carey special or
hale bop left me without a hookup most of
the day, I met a fellow who had caught
over 30 fish using a micro leech below an
indicator. As you can imagine, this got my
attention, so | switched to a similar
arrangement and immediately started
catching some large rainbows. | need to
give indicator fishing more of a try.
The banquet is coming up next weekend
and it will be great to see all of you in
person. We have an exceptional speaker
lined up and, instead of the normal
afternoon fly tying, he will be educating us
on how to get the best results from our cell
phone cameras, a topic that definitely
interests me.
The fly tying and rod building classes will be
starting shortly and anyone interested, who
has not signed up, should do so soon.
Let’s all make a point of doing more fly
fishing this year and | hope to see some of
you at Lenice or elsewhere.

Rod Building Class

by Wanda Shearer

At last we are putting together the Rod
Building Class. The first meeting will be
Wednesday, March 16th, 2022 at
Sportsman's Warehouse at 7:00pm. We
will meet at the meeting room in the back
of the store. It is easy to find but anyone
can help you find us.
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The first meeting we will give you catalogs
to order the parts you will need to build the
rod. | would request that each of you who
do not have parts look into what kind of rod
you wish to build and also check into cost
factors as well as size and weight that you
wish to build. You can go online to
LurePartsOnline.com and check out the Rod
Building site. All of this will be discussed at
the first meeting and also a few extra things
that you will need to make it easier to get
your rod built.

After you have received your rod parts we
will have our first session to begin with the
actual construction of the rod. This should
be Thursday, March 31st, 2022 at 6:30pm
to give us more time to work. These
sessions will go for 5 weeks or will depend
on how well and how much we get done at
each session. | realize that this is a different
day from our first meeting but the Fly Tying
class will be going on Wednesday so we will
do the next day so some of you can attend
both.

If you have any questions please feel free
to call or email me at
WLShearer33@gmail.com or call at
(208)463-9559. 1 will be happy to be of as
much help as | can in answering your
questions.

Winter Fishing at
Rocky Ford

by Sheldon Coleman

Going to Rocky Ford in the winter is like
going to your mother-in-law's for
Christmas. You should not expect to get
anything. My last trip was no different
except for the weather which was sunny, 37
Degrees, and no wind. However, after the
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first hour, my fish filled imagination
degenerated to the "Even a blind squirrel
might stumble over an acorn".

Rocky Ford is mostly a very shallow, weed
filled pond with a few stretches with
discernible current with deeper trenches. |
use a 6 ft leader, bobber (oops--strike
indicator), and two nymphs set for shallow
water. During this trip | tried a large, black
bead head chironomid with a small red bead
head chironomid under it. Next I tried a
succession of green, grey, and orange
scuds under the black chironomid that had
caught a few fish in past years. Nada--not
even a nudge. By now, with no personal
pride left (very similar to Christmas at the
mother-in-law's), |1 put on a yellow yarn
salmon egg (glow bug) under the black
chironomid.

| fished for another hour without any
success until | finally reached one of the
deeper sections of the creek. | slipped the
strike indicator up the leader and cast close
to the far bank. 1 pulled the rig back out
into the current and mended upstream to
get the glow bug down into the blue water.
The strike indicator hesitated and bumped a
slight bit. Even a blind squirrel could see
that was a hit! | yanked the pole (rod) to
set the hook and WHAM! | missed the fish
and the rig came sailing out of the water
and right for my head. | ducked and the rig
sailed over me and into the cattails. My
biggest problem in getting the rig back was
that there was a large hole full of mud
between me and the cattails where the rig
currently resided. After several minutes of
futile yanking, | decided to wade through
the cattails. 1 finally reached the fishing rig
and got the nymphs out. Unfortunately |
lost my balance and slipped into the hole.
It was at this point that | discovered the
mud in the hole was actually old, stinky
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duck poop. That ended all thoughts of
fishing as | tossed my rod to solid ground,
crawled out of the hole and leaped into the
river to wash off the disgusting crud.

I slogged back to the truck cold and
hungry. | changed my clothes (I always
bring a change of clothes to Rocky Ford)
and started home. To make amends for a
crappy (literally crappy) day, | stopped at
the 10 Pin Brewpub. Good News! Even a
blind squirrel can find a beer!

Walla Walla Basin
Watershed Council

As part of our Conservation Project activiey,
the club made a donation to the Walla Walla
Basin Watershed Council and received the
following information/thank you letter:

Columbia Basin Fly Casters,

The WWBWC wants to sincerely thank you
for your valued donation. The funds will be
dedicated to removing a passage barrier
(Figure 1) and improving salmonid habitat
on Couse Creek, a tributary of the Walla
Walla River (Figure 2). Couse Creek is
inhabited by ESA listed species steelhead &
bull trout, rainbow/red band trout, and
spring chinook salmon. Couse Creek is
described in various managerial plans as
critical habitat in a priority protection area.
Couse Creek is 1 of 5 primary steelhead
spawning locations and 1 of 3 independent
populations in the Walla Walla Basin.
Historical redd count data shows on average
60 nests per year in Couse Creek,
estimated to be 20-25% of the Walla Walla
Basin total. The population status of
steelhead in the Walla Walla Basin is
classified as intermediate in size and at
moderate risk of extinction. Recent trends
approach classification as a small population
at high risk of extinction (Figure 3).
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Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.
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The passage barrier to be removed is a 2-
foot tall concrete irrigation dam located
near RM 3 and is identified in the ODFW
Statewide Fish Passage Barrier Priority List.
The dam creates a step that exceeds ODFW
step height criteria, and thus is out of
compliance with state passage criteria. The
dam is the last known anthropogenic fish
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passage barrier in the Couse Watershed.
There is annual "take" of ESA Mid-Columbia
steelhead annually at the site as the portion
of the creek goes dry below the dam,
leaving many fish stranded to perish.
Removing the impediment will benefit
migratory fish as it will improve access
within the 11-mile tributary. The project will
be implemented during the instream work
window of 2022.

A main objective of the project is to restore
intra and inter connectivity of salmonid
waterways to provide resilience towards the
potentially negative effects resulting from
catastrophic events, climate change and
habitat degradation. Couse Creek typically
has less turbidity and flow than the
adjacent main stem Walla Walla River and
thus provides refuge opportunities for
salmonids during high water events (Figure
4).

The WWBWC recently removed a concrete
structure from the confluence of Couse
Creek and the Walla Wall River (Figure 5).
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Figure 7.

Figure 5.

Within 6 months of restoration activities
near the confluence, 4 adult steelhead
redds were counted in a 75-meter reach of
the project site (Figure 8).

In addition to improving fish passage into
Couse Creek from the main stem Walla
Walla River, habitat enhancement features
were added to the project area. Vast
improvements in salmonid suitability were
observed within the project area in a two-
year recovery period (Figures 6 & 7).

Figure 8

Figure 6.

e

Vet 7

Other restoration investments in Couse
Creek have included fish passage work at
the Konen rock quarry bridge and habitat
improvement actions investments in
multiple areas of the mid/upper watershed.
In addition, beaver dam analog structures
are scheduled to be implemented in 2022 to
improve stream function and promote
floodplain connectivity. The cumulative
effect of the various salmonid habitat
restoration actions conducted by the
WWBWTC in the Couse Creek Basin are
intended to contribute to the removal of
Mid-Columbia Steelhead from the
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Threatened and Endangered Species List by
reaching levels of viability. With your
contribution, your organization has become
a part of the solution to the challenging, yet
worthy effort of protecting the majestic
biota that inhabit our public waterways.

Eric Hoverson
Watershed Restoration Specialist

FIy Proportions

by Skip Morris

Just offering you something truly free for
your club members: a fly-tier's chart that
makes getting the proportions of trout flies
correct. Flies with poor proportions--wings
too long or in a bad position, tails too short,
etc.--don't float right, swim right, look right
to convince trout, and may even fail to hook
them.

Having penned quite a few books and a few
hundred magazine articles on tying flies
(and having researched this chart and
worked it up over a period of months), I
feel confident this is an aid that is accurate,
very easy to understand, and extremely
useful for tiers. I'm also confident that of all
flies, trout flies are the ones that most need
to have good proportions.

Below is a sample page from the chart. If
you decide to offer your members the chart
through your newsletter, feel free to include
the image.

What do | get out of this give-away? Well,
your members who go for the chart get a
glimpse of my website. But | also get the
satisfaction of sharing--that's really why
I've written all my books.

Here's the link for the Skip Morris's Trout-
Fly Proportion Chart; all your members
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need do is click on it and they can then
print out all the copies they want:

http://www.skip-morris-fly-tying.com/skip-
morris-trout-fly-proportion-chart.html

Hope your season’s shaping up. I've got my
eye on a trout lake close to home that
should get fired up next month, a
largemouth lake that should come on in
April, and some trips to Montana and Idaho
trout streams in the planning.

FIy Tying Classes

Speaking of Fly Proportions, Craig Anderson
will be starting our Fly Tying Classes at
Sportsman’s Warehouse, from 6pm to 8pm
starting Wednesday, March 23 and running
for 5 weeks. New, novice, and veteran
tyers are all welcome to attend. Tools and
materials will be supplied, but feel free to
bring your own if you prefer. A few
instructor assistants are also needed to help
out and if you are available please call Craig
at 509-378-7849 and let him know.
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February 2022 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Ray Williams

The February CBFC Board meeting was held
at 7 PM as a Zoom multiparty connection
per an agenda provided via email by
President Loomis.

Board members connected: Jim Loomis,
Rich Holden, Craig Anderson, Sheldon
Coleman, Ray Williams, Mike Wade, Jeff
Drowley, Guy Reisenauer, Dave Myers, and
Bill Frier.

Conflict of Interest - President Loomis asked
if there were any concerns on the part of
the Board with regard to conflict of interest.
With no issues were raised, the meeting
proceeded per the agenda.

Secretary’s Report — President Loomis
asked if there were any comments on the
January, 2021, Board Meeting Minutes. Ray
Williams requested the minutes be
approved as submitted and published. With
no objections, the January Board Meeting
Minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report — Treasurer Sheldon
Coleman presented a Profit and Loss Report
covering January 26" through February
21st.  Sheldon highlighted good start for
Banquet tickets and that there have been
18 membership renewals. The report
showed a positive net for the time period.
The Board approved the Treasurer’s report
as submitted.

Membership Report — Vice President for
Membership, Rich Holten, presented that
we have 69 paid members to date. In that
count are 7 new members; 4 of which were
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attendees of the Sportsmen Show held in
January.

Programs Report - Craig Anderson reported
on his efforts for future programs including
the following:

e The April speaker will be Bryan Smith.

e The June speaker will be Brian

DuFresne

Conservation Report — The Club donated
$400 to the Walla Walla Basin Watershed
Council ( WWBWC) to help support their
project to improving salmonid habitat on
Couse Creek, a tributary of the Walla Walla
River. We received a formal letter of thanks
from the WWBWC for our donation. The
letter summarized their project and
included photos of their efforts. The Board
recognized Dennis Dauble for coordinating
the Club’s donation to support WWBWC'’s
in-work restoration project.

Newsletter Editors Report - Input dates and
other issues — Editor Mike Wade noted that
inputs for the March 2022 newsletter are
needed by noon, March 15, 2022. The
March submittal date supports the
publishing of the Newsletter just prior to the
March Banquet. Mike will send out a
Bulletin in late February to provide the
membership information on the Banquet
scheduled for March 26 at the Meadow
Spring CC.

Old Business

Outings currently scheduled:

e April 27 — Mayl, Sun Lakes outing -
Rich Holten

e June TBD — Leech Lake - Jim Loomis
to work details

e August 11 — 14, Anthony Lake, OR -
Craig Anderson

e September 8 — 11, Lochsa River, ID

We discussed, again, the need to have
leaders for the additional outings this year.
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The areas suggested last month were Rocky
Ford, Lenice Lake, and the Imnaha River in

Oregon. The discussion recommended that
Rocky Ford be scratched do to a lack of fish.

The Club’s class dates were discussed.
e Fly Tying will start the 4th week in
March
e Rod Building is TBD, pending
coordination with Wanda Shearer
e Fly Casting will be in June pending
location availability.

Dave Myers presented updated details for
the Tie-A-Thon event scheduled for April 2"
at Sportsman’s Warehouse. Participants
who could tie 100 flies at the event will get
a Tie-A-Thon T-Shirt. However, participants
are welcome to attend that can just add to
the Club’s overall tie count.

Kid’s Fishing Day is scheduled for Friday
afternoon, April 22", for special need kids

and Saturday, April 23" for Kids in general.

New Business

Our Salmon Booth for “Art in the Park” has
been approved. Details and logistics will be
worked for the booth setup and salmon
prep on the Thursday before; and for event
staffing Friday and Saturday and evening
tear down.

e The next General meeting is April
12th

e The next Board meeting is March
22nd

Meeting Adjourned.
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Russ Browns
Cattails West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

*Advanced instruction for improving technigue,
distance and consistency

#Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-942-8164 .4 Cattails.west@charter.net .4 Richland, WA

Worden Fly Fishing
MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 3815 S. Washingron St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Flease forwand a copy of s newslater
1o tham, and Dring tmeda 1o the mest meaating.

Naght line=s and B1G fish.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
FLY TYING Richland, WA 99352 2015
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000
patterns Date:

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of
patterns and tips Name

CJRenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS Street Address:
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington )
City:
Fly F_ishing Clubs in_Washington that belong to State: ZipCode:
Fly Fishers International I
REGULATIONS Primary Phone:
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules
Oregon Fishing Regulations Work Phone:
Email:
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons
Washington Emergency Rule Updates Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant OJ Family Membership ($25)
developments related to salmon and steelhead 0 Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake . - )
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send

River Basin fish and wildlife issues.
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

River and stream data USGS current and

historical data for Washington State. Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to

advise and educate the public on conservation of To be completed by Treasurer:

marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, Cash Check #

promote, and enhance present and future — — _—

availability of coastal resources. Membership Database updated:

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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