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MEETINGS

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.
NEXT MEETING: April, 2021, virtual meeting using Zoom.
Presentation starts at 7:00 PM, login starting at 6:55 PM by clicking
here.
PROGRAM: This month’s program features Mike Schmuck, Fisheries
Biologist for Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, District 5.
Mike will discuss fishing opportunities in North Central Washington,
including selective gear waters, underutilized waters, fishing reports,
and volunteer opportunities.
Originally from Michigan, Mike moved to Washington in 1987. He
received a Masters degree in biology from Central Washington
University and joined the Department of Fish and Wildlife in 2000.
He began working on warm water fisheries in central Washington in
2002. In 2018 he became the Fisheries Biologist for District 5.

Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

6:00pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:30pm - Dinner - $20
7:15pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business
To update personal
info please contact
Rich Holten:
509 521-4291 or
Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article
for Newsletter
UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS
Apr 23-24 Kid’s Fishing Day
Apr 28-May 2 Sun Lakes Outing
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Jeff’s Journal
by Jeff Drowley

Hello, fellow fly casters. We have managed
to move into the early fishing season. We
have had two club events, at Rocky Ford on
March 16 and Lenice Lake on April 3, and
some club member I have talked to have
been to Quincy and Quail lakes as well. The
club participation in both events to date have
been sparse but the fish were biting.
We are proceeding with plans for Sun Lakes
outing at the end of April (28th) through
early May (2nd). Those planning to
participate should have their Dry Falls
reservations in hand shortly, if you don’t
have them already. Don’t forget your 2021
license. I look forward to increased
participation at this outing.
The board has opted for no face-to-face
meetings until at least September, which
means that we will be sending notifications of
upcoming events by email (such as those
received for Kids Fishing Day). While we
work through when to restart face-to-face
meetings, the ZOOM meetings will continue:
the next meeting on April 13 will be via
Zoom, using the link provided in the
newsletter. Similar links will be provided for
May and June in their respective newsletters.
As we have moved into 2021, our fundraising
efforts have gone by the board. It now
appears that the Salmon Booth will be
happening this year, although it has not been
formally confirmed to us. The dates are July
23-24 for Art in the Park. RRGC will be the
lead for the Salmon booth, since we were the
lead at the last Art in the Park held. We will
be looking for help prepping the fish July 21,
assembling the booth July 22, manning the
booth July 23-24, and eventually tearing
down the booth July 24.. Save the dates and
help out where you can.
Western Rivers Conservancy has been
presenting a series of programs called The
Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Great Rivers of the West, on Wednesdays.
This started March 3 and will continue to April
21. It requires a signup, and they would
prefer a donation (but one is not required).
See https://www.westernrivers.org and go to
about the middle of the first page to get to
the registration link. Even if you don’t
donate, you should check out the program.
Regards and tight lines,
Jeff

Sun Lakes Outing
by Rich Holten

The dates for this year’s Sun Lakes outing
are Wednesday, April 28, 2021 through
Sunday, May 4. The timing of the trip
coincides with the first week after most of the
neighboring lakes open for fishing with the
benefit of lots of hungry fish still available for
fly fishermen. For members still in the
workforce, arriving on Friday for the weekend
would still provide plenty of opportunity to
catch fish.
Club members who do not have camping
reservations can still find room in the Sun
Lakes State Park or the commercial
campground next door, Sun Lakes Resort.
The state park sites offering electrical and
water hook-ups are often reserved well in
advance but there is usually plenty of space
with hook-ups at the resort or for tenters and
those not needing hookups, there will be
plenty of open sites in the park. The resort is
very close and is within walking distance of
the state park. The lower end of the state
park will have an abundance of open sites
although they do not offer hookups. I will be
located in the north end of the state park in
site 61. To check for open campsites at the
state park, go to the following website:
https://parks.state.wa.us/298/Sun-LakesDry-Falls.
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There are several nearby lakes to fish
including Deep Lake, Park Lake, Blue Lake,
Perch Lake, Vic Meyers, and Dry Falls Lake.
Except for Vic Meyers Lake near the
campground, fly fishing these lakes requires
some kind of floating device such as a float
tube, pontoon boat, or kayak. We typically
start fishing Thursday morning at Deep Lake
which is relatively easy to fish. Later in the
week we sample some of the other lakes.
Fishing at Dry Falls has been disappointing at
this time of year so there may not be a lot of
club activity there. However, our program
speaker this month says Dry Falls is fishing
well this year and he will give us a current
fishing report. Check with me at campsite 61
early in the morning (6:30-7:30) for fishing
plans for the day. Our most effective fly
patterns have been olive and black leeches
and sometimes other outrageous colors,
chironomid pupae (16-20 in olive, red, and
black), and wooly buggers. Bring both
floating and sinking lines if you have them.
The wind often blows in around noon and can
preclude fishing for the afternoon.
Fortunately, there are many other activities
available in the Sun Lakes area. There is a
golf course adjacent to the park, several
miles of hiking/biking trails, Dry Falls
Interpretative Center, some wineries, and
acres of good kayaking or paddle boarding
water. Grand Coulee Dam is about an hour
drive away.
On Friday from 4-6, I will provide a plate of
my world-famous curry supreme/delight for
all CBFC campers at the covered picnic area
in the north end of the state park if available
and if not find us somewhere in the north
end. This is a potluck dinner for those that
wish to participate or bring you own dinner.
I will be serving curried chicken or whatever I
have in the freezer along with rice, garbanzo
beans, flat bread, and sour cream. Bring
your own drinks. Sometimes there is even a
campfire to sit around at night if we don’t fish
Columbia Basin Fly Casters

too late. Please send me an email at
cbfcfish@charter.net if you plan to attend so
I know how much food to prepare and also
tell me where you are camped.

Kid’s Fishing Day
The Special Need Fishing Event and Kid’s
Fishing Day will be held on April 23 and April
24, respectively. Volunteers are needed to
help with registration, distribution of rods and
reels, distribution of t-shirts, fish cleaning,
and angler assistance. This year’s event is
broken into “flights” in order to promote
social distancing to keep participants and
volunteers safe. There will be two shifts
covering the flights each day. Details and
sign-up sheets are available on the CBFC
website and can be found by clicking here.

Big Four Lake
Last year’s flood of the Tucannon River did
significant damage to the Wooten Wildlife
area and some of the area lakes. The river
flowed into Deer Lake and damaged its dam.
As a result, Deer Lake reconfiguration was
made the top priority for the Wooten
Floodplain Management Team. The river’s
course moved to the point where water can
no longer be provided to Big Four Lake. As a
result, the lake will be abandoned and a new
fly-fishing only lake will be constructed just
south of the existing Deer Lake and
construction on both projects is scheduled to
begin in summer of 2022.

Tying Thread
If you are a fly tyer you probably have
countless spools of thread on your bench
from a variety of manufacturers. No doubt
they use different sizing descriptions, such as
the aught system (3/0, 6/0, 14/0, etc.) or
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the denier system (70, 120, 240, etc.) or the
letter system (A, B, C, etc.). And they all
have different material (polyester, nylon,
GSP, etc.) and fiber configurations (number
of strands, twisted, spun, braided, etc.).
Each may be good for some things like
creating smooth bodies or holding dubbing
and bad for others like spinning deer hair. If
you have trouble keeping it all straight,
Martin Joergensen has produced a useful
table of characteristics of over one hundred
threads which can be found on the Global
FlyFisher website here.

Parachute Post Tip
Here is a new way of tying parachute posts,
courtesy of Tim Flagler of Tightline
Productions. This technique keeps the post
fibers out of the way while tying the hackle.

Tie it down and trim the excess off.

Tie the rest of the fly and when ready to
attach the hackle, stand up the post, apply a
drop of superglue to the base, and twist
tightly to set the glue. This will stiffen the
base of the post.

Tie in a length of parapost or polypro
material and twist it fairly tight.

Strip fibers from hackle, tie it in and wrap up
and down the post.

Holding the center with right hand, bring tag
end back to tie-in point. Release the center
and it should furl back on itself.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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Wind hackle down post and tie it off.

The March 23, 2021 CBFC Board meeting was
held at 7PM as a Zoom multiparty connection
per an agenda provided via email by
President Drowley.
Board members connected to the call
included Craig Anderson, Sheldon Coleman,
Jeff Drowley, Bill Frier, Rich Holten, Reed
Kaldor, Denny Kreid, Jim Loomis, Dave
Myers, and Mike Wade. Dennis Dauble (nonvoting) was not present(i.e., all voting
members were present).

Cut the post to a little longer than normal as
it will shorten when it unfurls.

Conflict of Interest based on the agenda –
None reported.
Due to Dennis Kreid’s surgeries, Bill Frier will
be acting as secretary.

You may need to brush the post with your
fingers to get it to unfurl fully.

Secretary’s Report –February Board
meeting—CG number was reported as > the
number we had at our last few meetings (this
didn’t include attendees for the meeting and
not the meal and is 46 vice 65). Past
President’s trophy movement should be from
Jim Loomis to Jeff Drowley. Report was
approved with the above corrections.
Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Sheldon
Coleman presented revised data for February
and March with $675 as donations. Currently
through ~1/3 of approved budget.
Membership Report – Vice President for
Membership Rich Holten reported one new
member. The current paid up membership is
87. Need to add one more new member for
another who is printing off his application and
sending to PO Box 791.

April 2021 Board
Meeting Minutes
by Bill Frier

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Programs Report – Rich Holten is working on
the April speaker, a biologist (Mike Schmuck)
from the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW), Ephrata Regional office. No
May speaker has been planned yet.
Conservation Report – Dennis Dauble was not
available so no updates.
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Newsletter editors Report – Editor Mike Wade
requested input for the April 2021 newsletter
by noon April 7 for publication that same
day.

•

Rich Holten is coordinating a planned
Sun Lakes – Dry Falls outing on April
28 – May 2, 202l. Remember new
license is required for this.

Old Business

•

Craig Anderson has rescheduled Lochsa
outing from September 9-12 to
September 16-19.

CG Public House Contracts can accommodate
us NOW. Their Event Center max capacity is
185 so Phase 2 (25% = 46) and Phase 3
(50% - 92). Cost will be raised to $1920/meal range which would be pass through
to members. After some discussion, it was
moved and seconded to postpone face-toface meetings until September at the earliest.

Discussion
•

Fund Raising opportunities were
discussed. Wanda Shearer had
proposed raffles on line as a silent
auction; however, Dave Meyers had
cautioned that is not within current
Washington statutes.

•

Jeff Drowley presented ferrying vehicles
from McCurley dealerships to/from
Columbia Park for their spring and fall
sales events. The ferrying requires 12
people for five hours twice in one week
(Monday and Sunday) to ferry vehicles
from the dealerships to Columbia Park
and return at their spring and fall sales
events at Columbia Park. McCurley
would make a donation to CBFC as a
result. Liability insurance issue for
drivers is unresolved.

•

Art in the Park is tentatively scheduled
July 23-24; Fish prep would be
scheduled on Wednesday, 7/21; booth
setup on Thursday 8/22; fish booth
operation on 7/23-24; and booth
teardown on 7/24. CBFC was lead in
2019; 2020 was cancelled so in 2021,
RR&GC is the lead.

•

Dave Meyers sent 850 flies to Tie-AThon. Five hundred fifty flies were tied
by four CBFC members.

•

Zoom license expires August 2021.

New Business
•

Fly tying demonstrations on Zoom for
new fly patterns are planned for 1st and
3rd Thursdays staring in April 1st. Dates
will be published in the newsletter.

•

Kids Fishing Day is Friday, April 23 for
Special needs at 1:30-3:30 PM and
4:00 - 6:00 PM and April 24 for Youth
5-14 with seven one hour sessions
between 8:00 and 6:00 PM (8:00;
9:30, 11:00, 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and
5:00). Next meeting for this event is
March 24 so Dale Schielke will provide
an update to us via Mike Wade. Dale
expects that rod assembly crews have
already been set.

Outings and events
•

•

Three club members, Jeff Drowley,
John Strand, and Tom Keheley fished at
Rocky Ford. Everyone caught fish.
BWO dry fly was the most successful
fly.
Jeff Drowley is coordinating a Lenice or
Nunally lakes outing on 4/3/21.
Remember 2021 license and either
Discover Pass or WDFW pass (free with
license) are required.
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Going Fishing Guide Service
Bruce Hewitt
Washington and USCG licensed and insured
Burbank, WA 99323

509-430-6448
Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon,
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

DISCLAIMER

The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.
Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF
FLY TYING

Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 patterns

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of patterns

Date: _____________________

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

Name_____________________________
Renewal, no change in address/phones/ email

and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to Fly
Fishers International

REGULATIONS

Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Street Address:_____________________
City:______________________________
State: _______ZipCode:______________
Primary Phone: _______________

Oregon Fishing Regulations
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Work Phone: ________________

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Email:____________________________

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business
__________________________________

FISHING INFORMATION

Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

__________________________________

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

__________________________________

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant developments
related to salmon and steelhead recovery and other
important Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and
wildlife issues.
River and stream data USGS current and historical
data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION

Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future availability
of coastal resources.
Wild Fish Conservancy
Native Fish Society

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
Family Membership ($25)
Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor
Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?
__________________________________
To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check #__________
Membership Database updated:_________

Wild Salmon Center
Trout Unlimited
Western Rivers Conservancy
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