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CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  December 8, 2020, virtual meeting using Zoom.  
Presentation starts at 7:00 PM, login starting at 6:55 PM by clicking 
here. 
 
PROGRAM:  Our speaker for the December Zoom meeting will be 
Gary Lewis of Bend, Oregon.  Gary’s presentation is entitled “Utah 
Cutthroat Grand Slam.”  You might have seen Gary on television if 
you watch the fishing channels on cable and have seen Frontier 
Unlimited.  Besides being a TV host he is an award winning author, 
speaker and photographer.  A native of the Pacific Northwest, he has 
not only fished and hunted extensively in this area, he has also done 
so in eight countries on three continents.  He is a past president of 
the Northwest Outdoor Writers Association, and his writing awards 
include NOWA's Enos Bradner and Legacy awards.  He has written 
over 3000 newspaper and magazine articles for Sports Afield, 
Outdoor Life, Rifle, Gun Digest, African Hunting Gazette, Covey Rise, 
Cabela's Outfitter Journal, Game & Fish and MDF.  He is the author of 
sixteen books, including Fishing Central Oregon, John Nosler Going 
Ballistic, Hunting Oregon, and Fishing Mount Hood Country.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2020 

2020 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Jeff Drowley 
 630-370-9877 
 Jeff’s email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VP-Programs: 
   Craig Anderson 
 Treasurer: 
   Sheldon Coleman 
 Secretary: 
   Denny Kreid 
 Directors at large: 
   Bill Frier 
   Reed Kaldor 
   Wanda Shearer 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Mike Wade 
 Past President: 
   Jim Loomis 
 
MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 6:00pm - Wet Fly - no host 
 6:30pm - Dinner - $20 
 7:15pm - Program - free 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
 Rich's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 
 
Submit Article for 
Newsletter 
 

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

Feb 26-28 Tri Cities Sportsmen Show 
Apr 28-May 2 Sun Lakes outing 

https://zoom.us/j/99485911938?pwd=NmNVQTBpZ3NHWWNDMFJnYmZla0gydz09
mailto:aknowman1@gmail.com
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org/
mailto:mike@wadesmail.net
mailto:mike@wadesmail.net
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Jeff’s Journal 
by Jeff Drowley 

 
I hope you CBFC members all have a happy 
holiday season to wind down the year 2020. 
To me, 2020 feels somewhat like being in an 
insurance commercial for, with mayhem 
happening all around us. So far, no direct 
impacts that I have heard of, which starts a 
theme of good news. Other good news for 
the club is that we have been able to have 
presentations made the past two months 
through the efforts of Craig Anderson and 
Mike Wade - kudos, guys. As you read the 
newsletter, you will find directions on how to 
join the Zoom presentations on line, and who 
is scheduled for December 8 and January 12, 
2021 presentations. I hope to “see” all of you 
there. Other potentially good news was that 
we reached Phase 2 in mid-October, and 
began talks with venues where we could hold 
monthly meetings. After the Phase 2 
milestone was reached, the case count in 
Benton and Franklin Counties rose 
dramatically, hitting a high on November 24 
of 2670 new cases/two weeks, or nearly 27 
times the rate that was considered medically 
sustainable. This doesn’t mean we are 
anywhere near herd immunity: to date only a 
little over 5% of the local population has 
been infected and 50-60% is the minimum 
considered for herd immunity. In a reaction 
to the rapidly rising infection rate across the 
state, phase 1 was reinstated through at 
least 12/14/2020. Current case rates are 
higher than the worst of last summer, so I 
am expecting to stay in Phase 1 through the 
holidays at this point. Talks with venues are 
continuing, with contracts being considered 
to give some certainty as to location, and 
face to face meetings occurring when safe. 
The Sportsmen Show has been delayed until 
February 26-28, 2021. We still need a 
coordinator for the Sportsmen show.  Anyone 
interested please contact me. If we don’t 
have a sudden reversal in new cases of 

COVID-19, the Sportsmen Show may be 
further delayed, but the show organizers are 
convinced that it will still go on. Following the 
election of the new board of directors in 
November at the General (on-line) meeting, I 
would like to welcome our new 3 year at 
large board member, Dave Myers, who will 
be replacing Wanda Shearer as she finished 3 
years in that position. All other Board 
members remain unchanged from 2020. Note 
that we have dates for the Sun Lakes outing 
in May. Keep your fingers crossed, and hope 
for a good turnout and some fine fishing. 
Stay safe, Jeff 
 

Tie-a-Thon 
by Dave Meyers 

 
Tie-a-Thon was created about 15 years ago 
to provide flies for a Trout Unlimited Youth 
Fly Fishing camp in Indiana.  Since that time 
it has expanded to supply flies for a number 
of organizations such as Wounded Warriors, 
Casting for Recovery, Flyin’ Heroes, Reeling 
and Healing, Project Healing Waters, and the 
like.  Basically, they will provide flies to any 
organization that uses fly fishing for 
educational or therapeutic services. 

I first found out about Tie-a-thon through an 
article in Fly Tyer Magazine, and was 
motivated to crank out a few flies for them, 
and have just kept on doing it since March.  
Check them out on the internet or on 
Facebook for more information. 

The club will participate in Tie-a-thon this 
year.  We had hoped to have a group tying 
session at Sportsman’s Warehouse in 
December, but COVID restrictions have 
prevented that.  Nevertheless, the need for 
flies has not diminished.  So, if you are 
looking for a productive way to invest your 
time and talents here is a way.  Just snuggle 
up with your tying bench and tie, tie, tie.  
The organizers in Indiana provide a special T-
shirt to everyone who submits 100 flies. 
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Flies and sizes that are requested include the 
following: 

Adams 14 Pheasant Tail 
Nymph 

14-
16 

Ants 18-
20 

Soft Hackles 14-
16 

Beetles 14-
18 

Copper John 14-
18 

BWO 
Emerger 

18-
22 

Prince Nymph 12-
18 

Caddis 
Nymph 

16-
18 

Squirmy Worms 10-
18 

Clouser 
Minnow 

8 Woolly Buggers 10 

White 
Rabbit 
Leech 

4-6 Hoppers/Madam 
X 

10-
18 

Elk Hair 
Caddis 

14-
16 

Mickey Finn 8 
Nuke Eggs 4-10 

 

If you have a favorite fly or variation of any 
of the listed flies, I am sure that they will be 
welcomed.  Place your flies in a Zip-Loc Bag, 
write your name on the bag, and the fly 
name and size.  That way you can get credit 
toward a shirt.  The club will gather all the 
flies tied by members and ship them to 
Indiana by April, 2021. 
 

Tying Tip  -  Using an 
“O” Ring 
by Craig Anderson 

Once in a while you run into a situation 
where clearing away material interfering with 
your tying can be eased by using an “O” ring.  
On the recent Lochsa outing, Mike Wade 
showed me a fly that was working for him.  
Since I hadn’t seen one before, I decided to 
tie up a few once home.  I found I was 
having difficulty after tying on a trude wing, 
putting on a split wing and hackle to finish 

the fly.  I got to a point on the fly illustrated 
in Figure 1.   

Needing to keep the trude wing out of the 
way, I tried holding it down with a rubber 
washer, a set of which of different sizes I 
keep on my tying bench.  But that didn’t 
work well in this situation; the washer, which 
works well on large flies, interfered on this 
smaller fly.  So I whip finished the fly, cut the 
thread off and slipped an “O” ring over the 
eye and down onto the trude wing as you see 
in Figure 2.   
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That allowed me to tie on a split wing as 
shown and eased doing a figure 8 at the base 
of the split wing.  I added the hackle and 
then slipped the “O” ring off the back of the 
fly as shown in Figure 3.   

This technique can be used in a number of 
tying situations, such as shown in Figure 4, 

holding a collar down on a steelhead fly to 
allow easy whip finishing and application of 
epoxy.  Or just to hold down a split wing to 
ease whip finishing.  “O” rings can be found 
in numerous diameters and thicknesses at 

your local hardware store for less than a 
dollar apiece, but I would recommend the 
thicker ones in the diameter you choose as 
they have more weight to stay in place. 

Try this when you get into one of these 
situations. 
 

Spool Tender 
by Mike Wade 

 
Have you every dropped a spool of wire or 
tinsel and had it instantly uncoil into a mess?  
Here is a simple, DIY spool tender that will 
prevent that from ever happening again.  It 
takes three simple materials, can be put 
together in about two minutes, and costs less 
than a dime a piece. 

 
The materials are readily available at craft 
and fabric stores and consist of ¼” elastic 
band, 6 x 9 mm plastic beads, and super 
glue. 
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Assuming you have standard size spools, cut 
a 2 ½ inch piece of elastic for each tender.  If 
your spools are not standard, wrap the elastic 
around the spool and cut it one bead width 
shorter. 
 
To make the next step easier (i.e., to keep 
from gluing my fingers to the bead!), I put 
the bead onto a bobbin, but anything that fits 
snugly inside the bead will do.  Then place a 
small amount of super glue on opposite sides 
of the bead. 

Place one end of the elastic band on one side 
of the bead, run the elastic around the end of 
the bobbin, and place the other end onto the 
back of the bead.  Carefully squeeze the 
elastic onto the bead until the glue dries. 

 
Thread the end of your wire or tinsel through 
the bead and stretch the elastic around the 
spool.  Now when you need wire or tinsel you 
can easily pull it off the spool without 
worrying about losing control of it.  This 
device can also be used to control tippet 
spools.  In this case, the elastic band should 
be 7 ½ inches in length, but the rest of the 
procedure remains the same.   
 

 



Columbia Basin Fly Casters December 2020 Newsletter   Page 6 of 9 

December 2020 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Denny Kreid 
 

The November 17, 2020 CBFC Board meeting 
was held at 7PM as a Zoom multiparty 
connection per an agenda provided via email 
by President Drowley. 
 
Board members connected to the call 
included Jeff Drowley, Mike Wade, Sheldon 
Coleman, Craig Anderson, Rich Holten, Jim 
Loomis, Reed Kaldor, Dave Meyers, Bill Frier, 
Wanda Shearer, and Denny Kreid.   
 
Conflict of Interest - President Drowley asked 
if there were any concerns on the part of the 
Board with regard to conflict of interest.  With 
no issues raised, the meeting proceeded per 
the agenda provided.  
 
Secretary’s Report - Secretary Denny Kreid 
asked if there were any new comments on 
the October 27, 2020 Board meeting 
minutes.  With no correction identified, the 
October 27, 2020 Board meeting minutes 
were approved by the Board. 
 
Annual Meeting Minutes – The CBFC 2020 
Annual Meeting was held via Zoom on 
November 7, 2020 following a video 
presentation by Jim Cox on the activities and 
plans of the Western River Conservancy.   
Secretary Kreid prepared minutes for the 
2020 Annual Meeting that were distributed to 
the Board subsequent to the Annual Meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Sheldon 
Coleman submitted the November 2020 
Treasurers’ report to the Board by email prior 
to the meeting. Following discussion, the 
November 2020 Treasurer’s Report was 
accepted by the Board. 
 
Membership Report – Vice President for 
Membership Rich Holten reported that the 

current paid-up CBFC membership remains at 
86. 
 
Programs Report – Vice President for 
Programs, Craig Anderson reported that he 
has arranged Zoom programs For December 
and January monthly meetings. 
 

• For our December 8 meeting, the 
program will be presented by Gary 
Lewis.  Gary is prolific writer on fly-
fishing the West.  His program will be 
on the Utah Cutthroat Trout Grand 
Slam!  The program will start at 7:00 
PM followed by a Zoom business 
meeting.   

• For our January 12, 2021 CBFC Monthly 
meeting, the program will be presented 
by Chad Chorny on fly fishing Silver 
Creek, Idaho.  More details to follow in 
the Newsletter 

 
Craig Anderson has made tentative 
arrangements with the Meadow Springs 
Country Cub for our Annual Banquet meeting.  
However no formal arrangements can be 
made until the coronavirus limitations on 
meetings are resolved. 
 
Mike Wade will send out details and 
instructions for participation in the planned 
monthly meetings in the December 8 
Newsletter. 
 
Conservation Report – Conservation activities 
chair Dennis Dauble was unable to attend so 
no conservation report was available. 
 
Newsletter editors Report – Editor Mike Wade 
noted that input for the December newsletter 
is needed by noon of December 2 for 
publication prior to the December 8 meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
The Board discussed necessary constraints on 
possible face-to-face meetings and other 
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events.  For the foreseeable future it was 
decided we should avoid f/f events.  However 
we may be able to do some limited classes 
like fly tying if conditions change appreciably 
in the spring. Jeff Drowley, Reed Kaldor and 
Mike Wade agreed to take an action to work 
up some options. 
 
 Outings and events 
 

• Rich Holten is coordinating a planned 
Sun Lakes outing on April 28 – May 2, 
2021 

• The 2021 Annual Sportsman Show is 
tentatively planned for February 26- 
28 at the HAPO Center in Kennewick.  
However, final plans must await 
resolution of the coronavirus 
constraints.  More information will be 
provided in subsequent Newsletters. 

 
 
New Business 
 
Election of CBFC Board for 2021 
 
President Drowley confirmed the slate of 
CBFC Officers for 2021 which was announced 
in the CBFC 2020 Annual Meeting that was 
held as a Zoom multi-party meeting on 
November 17.  The new and continuing CBFC 
officers for 2021 are as follow:  
Board President – Jeff Drowley 
Past President – Jim Loomis 
Treasurer – Sheldon Coleman 
VP for Membership – Rich Holten 
VP for Programs  - Craig Anderson 
Secretary - Dennis Kreid 
News Letter Editor – Mike Wade 
3 Year At Large – Dave Myers 
2 Year At Large –Bill Frier 
1 Year At Large – Reed Kaldor 
 
Future CBFC Club meetings 
 
President Drowley has continued discussions 
with the CG Public House about possible 

arrangements and rates for future monthly 
CBFC club meetings.  However, there is 
nothing definite to discuss at this time 
pending resolution of coronavirus restrictions 
 
For the foreseeable future CBFC monthly 
meetings will continue as Zoom multi-party 
audio/visual meetings. Instructions on dates 
and procedures for joining club meetings will 
be provided in the monthly newsletters.  
 
The next Board Meetings are scheduled for 
December 15, 2020 and January 26, 2021, 
tentatively as Zoom multi-party connections.  
Specifics will be provided in the respective 
monthly newsletters. 
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Going Fishing Guide Service 
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and insured 
Burbank, WA 99323 
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the 

Editor if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 
 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information. 



Columbia Basin Fly Casters December 2020 Newsletter   Page 9 of 9  

WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of patterns 
and tips 
 
In the Riffle  - Fly tying videos and tips 
 
 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to Fly 
Fishers International 
 
 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States  
 
 
 FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant developments 
related to salmon and steelhead recovery and other 
important Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and historical 
data for Washington State. 
 
 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future availability 
of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
  
Native Fish Society  
 
Wild Salmon Center 
 
Trout Unlimited  
 
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 
 
 Date: _____________________ 
 
 Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email  
 

 Street Address:_____________________ 

 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
 Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 
 
 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card 

size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
 Who can we thank for referring you to our  Club? 
 __________________________________ 
 
 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/tightlinevideo
http://intheriffle.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org/
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.westernrivers.org/

