2020 OFFICERS
President:
Jeff Drowley
630-370-9877
Jeff’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Rich Holten
2nd VP-Programs:
Craig Anderson
Treasurer:
Sheldon Coleman
Secretary:
Denny Kreid
Directors at large:
Bill Frier
Reed Kaldor
Wanda Shearer
Newsletter Editor:
Mike Wade
Past President:
Jim Loomis

MEETINGS

Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

6:00pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:30pm - Dinner - $20
7:15pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or
Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article for
Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: September meeting has been canceled due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

Jeff’'s Journal
by Jeff Drowley

There are a few good things on the horizon, in the way of outings.
As reported elsewhere in the newsletter, we have an outing to
Anthony Lakes, OR on August 20-23, and to the Lochsa River
September 10-13. There is also an outing coming together for
Potholes Lake State Park September 27-October 2.

Locally, things are not looking so well. The number of COVID-19
infections in the Tri-Cities area are currently a huge multiple of what
is acceptable to go to Phase Il, and we have to be at Phase IV before
we meet again. This minimum time to go from Phase Il to Phase IV
is six weeks, so the September meeting is canceled. Our friends at
Country Gentlemen are still not able to serve in the restaurant, but
are using take-out orders to provide their customers with their fare.
When they do get to serve in the restaurant, social distancing will
apply in phases Il and 11, so the typical layout for our meetings is
not available until at least Phase IV. The Tri-Cities has approximately
300,000 people, and the phase Il guidance says that the infection
rate has to be at or below 25/100,000 within the prior 2 week
window to enter Phase Il. Our current numbers for Benton County
are 12 times the allowable, Franklin County is at 20.8 times the
allowable, for a weighted Tri-Cities multiple of ~15 times the
allowable.

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS

Aug 20-23 Anthony Lakes outing
Sep 10-13 Lochsa River outing
Sep 27-0Oct 2 Potholes Reservoir outina
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Jeff’s Journal

(continued)

Idaho has been described recently as a red
zone, meaning the numbers have spiked
dramatically after they entered phases I, IlI,
and IV. There are rumors that they will be
reentering Phase I. We will be monitoring
this, and what the state of Oregon is doing as
well for impacts on our outings.

Sheldon Coleman and | recently returned
from a trip down the upper Selway River in
Idaho, which is addressed in a separate
article. Suffice it to say we had a successful
trip, but it was in question up until the day
we embarked on the river.

As reported in the board meeting notes, the
board took the extraordinary action of
canceling the remainder of our planned
donations for the year. This was done to
preserve club capital, and only with the
foreknowledge that the events we would have
donated to were canceled by the organizers.

I hope to see some of you on the planned
outings.

Tight lines,
Jeff

Anthony Lakes Outing
RSVP Required

by Craig Anderson

Our annual Anthony Lakes outing for the
Casters is to start on August 20 at noon and
end August 23 at noon. Most of the
membership has had the opportunity to
attend this outing, held at the lakeside group
camp at Anthony Lake, a 7100 foot elevation
lake in the Elkhorn Range of eastern Oregon.
In the past, the group camp limit of ten rigs
has not been enforced by the camp host, but
this year with the COVID-19 situation, we are
asking for RSVPs to be sent to Craig
Anderson at 378-7849, and the first ten
received will be guaranteed a place. RSVPs
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made after the initial ten may not be
honored. So, please RSVP ASAP to guarantee
a spot in the group camp. Text or voicemail
is dated and timed, so Craig will know those
first ten. Tenters are excluded from the limit
of ten.

Anthony Lake is a put and take lake adjacent
to the Anthony Lakes ski area, accessible by
road from North Powder, Oregon (mid-way
between LaGrande and Baker City) off

Interstate 84, roughly a 170 miles drive from
the Tri-Cities. Head right (west) at the exit
for North Powder, follow the main road until
shortly after a sharp left turn on the road,
you will come to a tee. Take a right at the

tee and follow the road to the lake. In about
ten miles, just before the ski area, take a left
into the camping area, and the group camp is
immediately on the left. The lake is stocked
with rainbows, typically in the 9-12” range,
but a few lunkers are added for fun. There is
a holdover population of hungry brook trout
as well.

As usual on Saturday night, Craig will be
serving a spaghetti dinner to include
spaghetti with meat sauce, a Caesar salad,
garlic bread with decent but not gourmet
wine. In the past others have brought
additional dishes, but because of the COVID-
19 situation, please do not overload the
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menu with other items. Craig will have fishing we had. The Selway is crammed with

plenty to eat for us. Western Cutthroat Trout with a few Bull Trout
in the deeper pools. The trout in the upper
Also, we will abide by a few rules because of river are 6 to 8 inches but after the first day

of drifting most are 10 to 14 inches, with a

the virus. Social distancing will be practiced
few up to 18 inches. However What they

when in groups. For board and card games,

A S .
we are asking for hand sanitizer to be used ' ’7\\‘
before play, and if necessary to maintain f." =1 \\
social distancing, face masks be worn. In the : N\

dinner line on Saturday, it is expected that
masks be worn, and if a campfire gathering is
held, social distancing will apply or masks will
be worn. Social distancing need not be
practiced while fishing. We are sorry to
impose these rules, but we don’t want our
members to become infected with COVID-19.

!x\t
We look forward to this fun outing and hope .! A ‘ ‘

/‘r‘/
ou will join us at Anthony Lakes. .. . .
Y ) y lack in size they make up for in aggressive

i i smashing of dry flys. We caught them all day
FISh | ng the Selway long on nearly every cast.

Wilderness The fish were not too particular, but really
by Sheldon Coleman grabbed a Royal Madam X in size 10. They
also liked foam hoppers, but the Madam X
On July 17 Jeff Drowley and I, along with a spent a lot less time on the water than in the
motley crew of 6 other adventurers and our mouths of fish. | don't know what the
guides, launched our rafts into the Selway pattern represents in nature---an emerging
River at the Paradise Launch. We had clown? Anyway, | have never held
a|ready spent over four hours on a bus indiscriminate grabbing against the cutthroat.
traveling from Missoula Montana over the By the end of the trip | had 6 Madam Xs that

South Nez Pierce Pass. We spent the
next five days drifting down one of
the most remote rivers left in the
lower 48 States.

We hit the weather and river levels
just right, with enough water to
launch and the first hot weather of
the year. This resulted in cold water,
dropping river levels, and days of
fishing that were unbelievable.

I caught the first fish of the trip,
casting a fly under the bridge at
Paradise while the rafts were being
loaded. It took me only 15 minutes
to catch 3 fish and this was the worst
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looked like they had been chewed by a
puppy. Jeff said that he caught more fish on
a dry fly than he had in his entire life.

The sheer quantity of fish and the repeated
tearing up of the same type of fly provided a
unique opportunity to find out which part of
the fly was the most attractive to the Cutts.
When the peacock herl was stripped off the
body it made no difference. Next to come off
was the tail, which again made no difference.
Next was the brown hen hackle around the

bottom of the white post, again no difference.

When the elk hair wing was stripped out, the
Cutts stopped hitting. | conclude that
Cutthroat greatly appreciate an elk hair wing

fly.

We both bought special rods for this trip. My
rod was a Temple Fork Outfitter's
Professional Series 11, 4 piece, 7'6" five
weight. | chose this rod because | could
reach the end of the rod to unroll foul-ups in
an 8 ft raft without hanging the reel end out
of the boat. Even though short, it really shot
a5 wt (5 1/2 wt) GPX Scientific Angler
floating line with extreme accuracy to 30 Ft.,
which is all we needed on the Selway.

Jeff brought a very unique rod--- a Kast King,
Ascension 9 ft collapsible, 5 wt rod. It
adequately casts a standard 5 wt line, but its
real advantage is that it can be entirely
rigged in a 32 inch case with reel pouch. The
line with leader could be threaded through all
the rod guides with a fly on the leader
hooked to the hook loop, and the rest of the
leader wound on the reel. After a rapids,
Quick Draw Jeff whipped out his rod and was
fishing before we could even get our rods
together. This rod could also be shortened
when needed to fix rod end bloopers. It did
require some effort to keep locked and
aligned when extended.

We had very comfortable camps with great
Dutch oven cooking and even steaks the last
night. We also saw eagles, osprey and a
family of minks. Strangely we did not see
even one deer on the river, but a deer did
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walk down the sidewalk near our car when
we picked up our breakfast in Missoula.

The wilderness experience and natural beauty
of the upper Selway are breathtaking. Just
being there is a renewing experience.
However, considering the difficulty of the
rapids, | would recommend going on an
outfitted, guided trip. The Selway Wilderness
iIs protected by a very restricted permit
system. There are only 40 openings per year
for the low water fishing trip the last week of
July. If you want to go, you need to get a
reservation with an outfitter two to three
years in advance.

Lochsa River Outing
by Craig Anderson

Columbia Basin Fly Casters members will
once again gather at the Wilderness Gateway
Campground on the Lochsa River in Idaho for
some cutthroat fishing and camping, this
year on September 10 through 13. Rod Gilge
and Craig Anderson will host a cookout in the
gazebo on Saturday night with burgers, hot
dogs, brats and condiments provided by
them. Members should bring a dish to share
for that night. Social distancing will be
practiced for health reasons.

Wilderness Gateway Campground is located
between Lewiston, Idaho and Lolo Pass,
Montana, on US 12. The driving distance
from Richland is 258 miles and takes just
under five hours, taking US 12 out of Pasco,
then to Dayton on 124, back onto US 12 in
Dayton and staying on it the rest of the way
to the campground. Attendees should make
their own reservations, which can be done
on-line at the Wilderness Gateway
Campground website, and we will be
gathering in either the B or C loops. There
are many areas to fish up and down the river
from the campground. Having enough gas
can be an issue, so fill up on gas in Kooskia
or Syringa to ensure you have enough to get
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around. Up toward Lolo Pass, the Lochsa
Lodge does sell gas, but that is past typical
fishing areas and 40 miles past the
campground.

The Lochsa is a
cobble-bottomed
river and has an
abundance of
cutthroat trout
typically in the 10-
14” range although
Casters have caught
cutts up to 18” on
occasion. US 12
follows the river, and
there are frequent
pull outs. Getting
down to the river in
spots can be difficult
as rip rap formed
the base for the
highway and the
banks are rip rap in
many places.
Bringing a rope to
assist getting down to the river is a good
idea. Some members have taken a day to
fish the Selway River, a half hour drive back
toward Lewiston at Lowell, where the Lochsa

and Selway join to form the Clearwater River.

Consider joining the Casters for a fun outing
on the Lochsa.

Russ Brown s
Cattails West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

*Advanced instruction for improving technigue,
distance and consistency

#Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-628-6402 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA

Worden Fly Fishing

MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes

Mark R. Worden 815 S. Washington St
Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

onti
.frontierangler

/

Going Fishing Guide Service

Bruce Hewitt

Washington and USCG licensed and insured
Burbank, WA 99323

509-430-6448

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon
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June 2020 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Denny Kreid

The June 23, 2020 CBFC Board meeting was
held at 7PM as a Skype multiparty connection
per an agenda provided via email by
President Drowley.

Board members connected to the call
included Jeff Drowley, Mike Wade, Sheldon
Coleman, Jim Loomis, Reed Kaldor, Wanda
Shearer, Bill Frier and Denny Kreid.

Conflict of Interest - President Jeff Drowley
asked if there were any concerns on the part
of the Board with regard to conflict of
interest. With no issues raised, the meeting
proceeded per the agenda provided.

Secretary’s Report - Secretary Denny Kreid
asked if there were any new comments on
the May 26, 2020 Board meeting minutes.
With no correction identified, the May
26,2020 minutes were approved by the
Board.

Treasurer’s Report — Treasurer Sheldon
Coleman discussed the Treasurers’ report,
which he had distributed to the Board by
email prior to the meeting. The Board
discussed status of donations planned by
CBFC for 2020 in view of the lack of income
to match the expenses. Treasurer Coleman
committed to prepare an analysis and put
together some recommendations for the July
meeting. Following discussion, the June 2020
Treasurer’s Report was accepted by the
Board.

Membership Report — Vice President for
Membership Rich Holten was not able to
attend the meeting so no update of the
membership report was available.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

July/August 2020 Newsletter

Programs Report — Vice President for
Programs, Craig Anderson was unable to
attend so no status update of the upcoming
CBFC programs was available:

Conservation activities chair Dennis Dauble
was unable to attend so no conservation
report was available.

Newsletter editor Mike Wade had nothing
new to report, but noted that input for the
July/August newsletter is needed by August
5.

Old Business

President Drowley updated planned events
and outings summarized as follow;
e Artin the Park and the Salmon Bake —
Cancelled
e CBFC Annual Picnic — Cancelled- Mike
Wade took action to notify CBFC
members
e Youth Conservation Corp camp-
cancelled
e Kid fishing day — cancelled
e Fly-casting class on hold, unlikely
¢ Rod building class on hold, unlikely

The following outings are still planned but
ultimate decisions and timing are pending
resolution of the Corona virus pandemic.

e Jim Loomis noted that Leech Lake is
closed and will not be available for an
outing

e August - Anthony Lakes expected to
open July 1, outing status pending

e September — Lochsa River opens June
18, outing status pending

e October — Potholes State Park-still
planned, status pending

Status of CG Public House Contracts -
President Drowley again discussed the
contracts with CGPH. Nothing certain can be
planned, pending progress on the Corona
Virus Pandemic. Discussions will continue.
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New Business

e 2021 Annual Sportsman Show. Still
planned. Denny Kreid agreed to
contact Schuylers to discuss the CBFC
booth including the kids tying table and
the Fly Tying Theatre. In particular we
need to determine if Schuylers will
again provide a cost free booth for
CBFC participation

e The next Board Meeting is scheduled
for July 28, probably on Skype

July 2020 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Mike Wade

The July, 2020 CBFC Board meeting was held
at 7PM as a Skype multiparty connection per
an agenda provided via email by President
Drowley.

Board members connected to the call
included Jeff Drowley, Mike Wade, Sheldon
Coleman, Rich Holten, Jim Loomis, Wanda
Shearer, and Bill Frier.

Conflict of Interest - President Jeff Drowley
asked if there were any concerns on the part
of the Board with regard to the agenda. With
no issues raised, the meeting proceeded.

Secretary’s Report — Mike Wade, acting for
Denny Kreid, asked if there were any new
comments on the June, 2020 Board Meeting
minutes. With no correction identified, the
June, 2020 minutes were approved by the
Board.

Treasurer’s Report — A copy of the Draft
CBFC Treasurer’s Report for July 2020
prepared by Treasurer Sheldon Coleman was
provided to the Board Members by email.
Income for the month came from one
membership renewal. A single expense for
the month was the annual donation to
Western Rivers Conservancy. Following
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discussion, the board adopted a proposal to
defer our normal contributions to Casting for
Recovery and Washington Youth
Conservation Camp as both organizations
have canceled their activities for the year.
The July 2020 Treasurer’s Report was
accepted by the Board.

Membership Report — Vice President for
Membership Rich Holten reported that the
club has 84 paid memberships for 2020.
Twelve memberships have not been renewed
and the board discussed options for
increasing membership for 2020 and into the
future, in light of the COVID-19 restrictions
that have prevented so many activities this
year. Further discussion will be held at
future board meetings.

Programs Report — Jeff Drowley, reporting for
Craig Anderson, announced that no speakers
have been lined up for the fall due to the
uncertainties of conducting future meetings.
Craig provided information on scheduled
outings which were discussed under “Old
Business.”

Conservation Report — Jeff Drowley, reporting
for Conservation Chairman Dennis Dauble,
announced that WDFW has no projects
planned for the near future in which the club
can participate. Dennis will stay in touch
with WDFW in case the situation changes.

Newsletter Editor’s Report — Newsletter Editor
Mike Wade stated that final Newsletter input
is needed by the morning of August 5, 2020.
Newsletters will continue to go out to all of
last year’'s members. As always, inputs from
the membership are solicited.

Old Business
Status of CG Public House Contracts — Jeff

Drowley reported that no additional action
has been or can be taken with CG Public
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House until Benton County moves closer to
Stage 4 of the COVID-19 reopening plan.

Outings

Anthony Lakes — The club has reserved
the group campground at Anthony Lakes
from August 20 — 23 and will conduct the
outing with specific COVID-19 safety
guidelines.

Lochsa River — The club is planning on
conducting the scheduled outing from
September 10 — 13 with specific COVID-19
safety guidelines. Given the fact that Idaho
is now considered in the “red zone” for
COVID-19, these plans may change and
members will be notified, as appropriate.

Potholes Reservoir — The club is
planning on conducting the outing from
September 27 — October 2 with specific
COVID-19 safety guidelines.

September Meeting — Due to COVID-19
restrictions, the board approved cancellation
of the September club meeting.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or

i i implied in this Newsletter are solely the
Sportsman Show — The club is planning on responsibility of the author, or the

participating in the annual Sportsman Show. Editor if no author is listed:
We will host an information booth and the fly and do not necessarily reflect the
tying theater. A volunteer is needed to consensus of CBFC members.
coordinate this effort.

Likewise, website links are only for
Fly Casting Class — Due to COVID-19 reader convenience and information.
restrictions, the Fly Casting Class remains
“on hold.”

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE

CBFC MEMBERS?
Please forward a copy of this nawslattar

1o them, and bring theam 1o the next masting.

Ight lines and BIG fish.
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING

Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 patterns

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of patterns
and tips

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to Fly
Fishers International

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant developments
related to salmon and steelhead recovery and other
important Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and
wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and historical
data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future availability
of coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
CJRenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

Street Address:
City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC

OJ Family Membership ($25)

[J Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
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http://www.westernrivers.org/

