2020 OFFICERS
President:
Jeff Drowley
630-370-9877
Jeff’s email
1st VP-Membership:
Rich Holten
2nd VP-Programs:
Craig Anderson
Treasurer:
Sheldon Coleman
Secretary:
Denny Kreid
Directors at large:
Bill Frier
Reed Kaldor
Wanda Shearer
Newsletter Editor:
Mike Wade
Past President:
Jim Loomis

MEETINGS

Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

6:00pm - Wet Fly - no host
6:30pm - Dinner - $20
7:15pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or
Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Submit Article for
Newsletter

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: June meeting canceled due to COVID 19
restrictions. Next scheduled meeting is September 8, assuming
restrictions are eased.

Jeff’s Journal
by Jeff Drowley

Hello, fellow fly fishers. As we continue to move toward restart of the
state’s economy, the governor has issued a “Phases Safe Start Plan”
supersedes his previous proclamation. The new plan allows individual
counties to begin to reopen businesses and resume activities after
meeting certain metrics. Rather than belabor the various steps to full
recovery, you can click here to see the plan for yourself. 1 do want to
point out a couple of things that affect CBFC. First, the majority of
our members are considered “high risk population” by virtue of age,
i.e., 65 year of age or older. That alone limits our ability to get
together until Phase 4 is reached. Second, Benton and Franklin
counties are “in the red” on three out of five metrics for transitioning
from Phase 1 restrictions to Phase 2 restrictions. It may still be a
while before we start seeing some improvement. Even when we do it
is unclear whether we can continue to have dinner meetings at CG
Public House. And, of course, we are not the only ones being
affected. We just got word that Art in the Park has been canceled,
meaning no Salmon Booth this year. But since we have had no
meetings/speakers/and outings, our expenditures are low enough to
allow us to miss the Salmon Booth and remain financially viable as a
club.

(continued on page 2)

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS

Aug 20-23 Anthony Lakes outing
Sep 10-13 Lochsa River outing
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Jeff’s Journal

(continued)

With regard to CBFC fishing outings, at this
point the Anthony Lakes and Lochsa outings
appear on track. The proposed Potholes
Reservoir outing in September will be
revisited as we know more about moving out
of Phase I. An encouraging note is that it is
in Grant County, which is moving into Phase
Il already.

To try and summarize where we are:
Washington:

All counties east of Franklin, as well as Grant,
are in Phase Il. Benton, Franklin, Yakima,
and Kittitas are still in Phase 1. Phase |
allows individual fishing, practicing social
distancing, Phase Il allows fishing groups up
to 5 practicing social distancing and wearing
masks when in proximity. For National
Parks, you have to contact the specific
national park directly. Phone number are
available on the WDFW website.

Camping is now open in 22 counties, but
those interested should check
www.parks.state.wa.us before heading out.
The allowed camping in Washington does not
include group sites, cabins and yurts.
Bathrooms and water availability is on a site-
by-site basis. Similarly, DNR camping is
being allowed in some locations, and sites are
opening one at a time. As a result, you must
check www.dnr.wa.gov/ open

WDFW is relaxing restrictions, and you will
have to check www.wdfw.wa.gov.

Oregon

Fishing is allowed in Oregon. The restriction
preventing sale of nonresident fishing
licenses was lifted May 5. Limited State Park
camping is likewise being opened up on a
piecemeal basis effective 6/9/2020 (click
here for map). The camping allowed is
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“dispersed camping” which means no
restrooms and no garbage disposal - pack out
what you pack in. The allowable camping
currently generally does not include group
sites, yurts or cabins. EXisting reservations
are not being canceled at this time, but no
new reservations are being accepted until on
or after June 9. Camping is on a first come,
first served basis. Not all loops in a given
campground will be available depending on
staffing. COVID 19 closure has ended and
Anthony Lakes campground is scheduled to
open “when snow levels allow.” Oregon BLM
has also begun to re-open some
campgrounds, but contact the local district
office for current operations. The Oregon
Department of Forestry has closed all
camping, including dispersed camping.

Ildaho

Fishing is allowed, and the seasons are
unchanged. Nonresident licenses went back
on sale May 16 at regional Fish and Game
offices (with social distancing), but they no
longer accept cash, only debit cards and
checks.

Free fishing day is June 13.

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy,
Jeff

My Coronavirus

Distraction
by Dennis Kreid

Overview: The little watercraft depicted in
the photo is a one man, wooden hulled
pontoon boat that | designed and built for fly-
fishing in still and slowly flowing water. It is
an “improved” alternative to the inflatable
pontoon boats widely used by fishermen of
many persuasions. | have built four variants
of these boats in the past 25 years. | am
currently building another pontoon boat to
incorporate the improvement already made
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and some that have occurred to me recently.
Another motivation is to help keep busy and
relatively sane during the current coronavirus
lockdown!

My pontoon boat design consists of two
small, enclosed, wooden hulled kayaks
connected by a demountable seat frame.
The seat frame is attached to the pontoons
using a cam lock system that provides quick
and easy assembly and disassembly of the
boat for transport and storage. Waterproof
access doors in the pontoons provide ample
dry space for a lunch, raincoat, fly boxes and
other gear. Other features of the design
include a padded seat with lumbar support,
and demountable oarlocks, rod holders and
foot chocks. As with the inflatable pontoon
boats, propulsion may be provided by swim
fins or oars.

History and Background: The original
motivation for my efforts to develop a
wooden hulled pontoon boat arose about 20
years ago when inflatable pontoon boats first
began appearing. The primary performance
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deficiencies that |
perceived in the
inflatables were, and still
are, that they are wind
bound, heavy and
difficult to assemble,
disassemble and
transport. My design
minimizes all of these
drawbacks.

In my first attempt at an
“improved” design | built
the pontoons from
Styrofoam blocks often
& used in boat docks.

I Although the boat that
resulted from this first
attempt fulfilled some of
my desired criteria, it
proved to be impractical in several important
ways. | thus abandoned this approach and
did not get back to it for several years.
However, | recently went back and rebuilt it
and it now passes most of my performance
criteria, except it is slower and there is no
dry storage!

Design and Performance Criteria: With the
overall intent to build an improved pontoon
boat substantially out of wood, my primary
design and performance requirements were
as follows:

e A long and wide footprint for maximum
stability

e Stoutly constructed hulls to ensure
structural integrity

e Fail-safe backup floatation in the event
of hull failure

e Minimal hydrodynamic drag to enhance
speed

¢ Minimal wind resistance to enhance
speed and control

e Minimal weight for ease of handling

e On board dry space for storing fly
boxes, rain coat, lunch
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e Simple means for attaching and
detaching the seat frame from the hulls
to facilitate storage and transport

Details of Design and Construction: For
stability, my pontoon boat has a broad,
shallow footprint (4’ wide x 7’ long x 9”
deep). The hulls are constructed of marine
plywood using the stitch and glue method
and marine epoxy. Ash was used for internal
framing in the hulls, exterior trim, and the
seat frame. All exterior surfaces of the hulls
are sheathed with fiberglass cloth embedded
in epoxy, which enhances hull strength,
abrasion resistance and leak protection. All
interior and exterior and surfaces of the hulls
and the seat frame are further protected with
several coats of a quality marine varnish.
Fail-safe backup floatation totaling about two
cubic feet of pourable closed cell foam is
distributed equally between the four ends of
the pontoons making the boat unsinkable.

The weight of the fully assembled boat is
about 50 Ib. The current design is light
enough that I can pick it up and carry it to
and from the water. With the transport dolly
designed for this boat I routinely fish remote
walk-in waters with ease. With the seats
down, the assembled boat fits easily in the
back of my Suburban, and we often haul two
assembled boats stacked on top of each
other. Disassembled the boat just fits in the
back of my Highlander. These boats assemble
or break down for transport or storage in less
than two minutes.

Social Distancing with
a Fly Rod

by Mike Wade

Practicing social distancing means staying six
feet away from each other so it dawned on a
few of us that a nine foot fly rod would be the
perfect means of compliance. So, after
WDFW opened fishing last month, Rich
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Holten, Denny Kreid, Wanda Shearer, and
Mike Wade met at Quail Lake to put it to the
test. It was a beautiful, sunny day with
barely a breeze and each of us set up our
rods and inflated our float tubes separately.
Denny reached the lake first and headed to
the back lagoon. Rich, Wanda, and | put in
at various locations in the main lake. Fishing
was a bit sporadic at first, with a few rises
but nothing visible on the surface. Small
leeches and damsel fly nymphs worked as did
chironomids, but nothing was super effective.
After a couple of hours, we noticed that
Denny had not made an appearance and just
as | got out of the lake to go check on him,
he broke through the reeds with a wry grin
on his face. While we had struggled in the
main lake, he had caught many, large fish in
the lagoon. “Best I've ever done back there,”
he said. Later in the afternoon, the fish
started biting much more. At least they did
in the main lake for Wanda. It seemed like
she couldn’t make a cast without hooking
one!

Rich did pretty well, too. Even I managed to

bring some nice ones to hand. It has been a
couple of weeks since we conducted this
experiment and none of us has developed
any symptoms, so | think we can definitively
state that a fly rod is the proper tool for
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guaranteeing proper social distancing. On an
even brighter note, the

fish are not practicing proper social
distancing, so get out there!

Predator

No, not the one Arnold battled. This Predator
is designed by Skip Morris to battle trout,
largemouth bass, and smallmouth bass. Skip
demonstrated tying it on one of his trips to
the club. He has now posted videos on
YouTube on tying and fishing it. Check ‘em
out!

May 2020 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Denny Kreid

The May 26, 2020 CBFC Board meeting was
held at 7PM as a Skype multiparty connection
per an agenda provided via email by
President Drowley.

Board members connected to the call
included Jeff Drowley, Mike Wade, Sheldon
Coleman, Rich Holten, Jim Loomis, Reed
Kaldor, Wanda Shearer, Craig Anderson, and
Denny Kreid. VP for Programs Craig Anderson
was unable to connect, but participated by
phone for much of the meeting

Conflict of Interest - President Jeff Drowley
asked if there were any concerns on the part
of the Board with regard to conflict of
interest. With no issues raised, the meeting
proceeded per the agenda provided.

Secretary’s Report - Secretary Denny Kreid
asked if there were any new comments on
the April 26, 2020 Board Meeting minutes.
With no correction identified, the April 26,
2020 minutes were approved by the Board.

Treasurer’s Report — A copy of the Draft
CBFC Treasurer’s Report for May 2020
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prepared by Treasurer Sheldon Coleman was
provided to the Board Members by email.
Essentially there were no income or expenses
for the month of May. President Drowley
requested comments on the Treasurer’s
Report. Following discussion, the May 2020
Treasurer’s Report was accepted by the
Board.

Membership Report — Vice President for
Membership Rich Holten provided an update
on members that are paid up for 2020,
currently at 79. Rich will talk to some
members that have not paid to encourage
them to pay their dues.

Programs Report — Vice President for
Program, Craig Anderson provided an update
of the status of the upcoming CBFC meetings
and programs, as follows:

e April 29-May 2 - Sun Lakes outing,
Canceled

e May 12, 2020 Meeting, Speaker Gary
Lewis, Umpqua river guide, writer and
TV host, Canceled.

e June 9 meeting, Speaker Steve Worley,
owner of the Worley Bugger Fly Shop,
program on Christmas Island -
Canceled.

The following outings are still planned with
ultimate decisions and timing pending
resolution of the Coronavirus pandemic.

e August - Anthony Lakes
e September — Lochsa River
e September — Potholes State Park

Craig will attempt to reschedule speakers
that have been canceled for future programs
when the Coronavirus pandemic situation
settles down enough to plan future meetings
and programs.

Newsletter Editor’s Report — Newsletter Editor
Mike Wade stated that final Newsletter input
is needed by the morning of June 3, 2020.
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Newsletters will continue to go out to all of
last year’s members. As always, inputs from
the membership are solicited.

Old Business

Status of Annual Art in the Annual
Park/Salmon Bake.

President Drowley noted that the Art in the
Park board has not made a decision on
whether this event will be able to proceed.
The Board agreed that CBFC should manage
the salmon bake if the decision by the Art in
the Park Board is to proceed.

Status of CG Public House Contracts -
President Drowley briefly discussed the
contracts with CGPH concerning possible
future meal arrangements when CBFC is able
to restart our normal meetings.

Potential Amendments to CBFC Bylaws -The
CBFC Board again discussed at length the
possible need for CBFC Bylaws
amendment(s) that may be appropriate
concerning authorities for canceling
meetings, outings and other events. It was
agreed that the need, if any, is not urgent
and that this topic will be revisited in the
future when the pandemic is sufficiently
resolved for the Board to convene a face-to-
face meeting to further discuss this issue.

New Business

Future Meetings — The Board discussed
planning for future CBFC Board and Club

meetings. The next Board meeting will be on

June 23, 2020.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Flease forward a copy of s newslater

1o them, and bring them to the next meeting.

\ght line= and BIG fish.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Worden Fly Fishing

MT Licensed Guide - Handcrafted Landing Nets & Fly Tying Boxes
Mark R.Worden 515 S. Washington St

Dillon, MT 59725

worden.mark@gmail.com Cell -(406) 683-2721

frontieranglers

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

*Advanced instruction for improving technigue,
distance and consistency

+Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-628-6402 4 Cattails.west@charter.net .4 Richland, WA
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/

Going Fishing Guide Service

Bruce Hewitt

Washington and USCG licensed and insured
Burbank, WA 99323

509-430-6448

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon,
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING

Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 patterns

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of patterns
and tips

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to Fly
Fishers International

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant developments
related to salmon and steelhead recovery and other
important Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and
wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and historical
data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future availability
of coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
CJRenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

Street Address:
City:

State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC

0 Family Membership ($25)

[J Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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