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President:

Jim Loomis

509 946-0473

Jim's email

1st VP-Membership:
Rich Holten

2nd VP-Programs:
Craig Anderson

Treasurer:
Sheldon Coleman

Secretary:
Denny Kreid

Directors at large:
Reed Kaldor
Wanda Shearer
Ted Lewis

Newsletter Editor:
Mike Wade

Past President:
Dennis Collins

MEETINGS

Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

6:00pm -Wet Fly-no
host
6:30pm -Dinner-$18
7:15pm -Program -
free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or
Rich's email

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: Annual Banquet at Meadow Springs Country
Club, March 9, 2019. Fly tying demonstration 1pm, Wet Fly 5:30pm,
Dinner 6:30pm

PROGRAM: This year’s banquet speaker will be Dave Hughes
presenting Wet Flies and Wet Fly Fishing. Dave has been
fortunate to meet, and in most cases to fish with, some of the most
famous wet-fly anglers in the world: Sylvester Nemes and his soft-
hackles, Pete Hidy and his flymphs, Polly Rosborough and his fuzzy
nymphs (the basis for all-fur wet flies), and Davy Wotton, instructor
in the video Wet Fly Ways. Dave will review the various wet fly styles,
with notes on what makes each attractive to trout, including notes on
many hatches that they match. He will also focus on how to rig and
fish wet flies.

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS

The new fishing
license year starts
on April 1.

MAR 9 Annual Banquet
MAR 20 Rod building classes begin
MAY 1-5 Sun Lakes Outing
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President’s Message
by Jim Loomis

A few days before the big snow, | was telling
everyone that it was beginning to feel like
spring. Boy, was | wrong. We are almost
two weeks into the snow and the 10-day
forecast indicates sub-freezing weather and
possibly more snow ahead. Some fishing
opens on March 1 and the lakes are likely to
still be frozen.

The February meeting was cancelled due to
the weather and the resulting inability of our
speaker, Rick Hafele, to travel from the
Portland area. He will present his program
for our May meeting. The meeting
cancellation has caused some concern about
the attendance at our annual banquet since
many members planned on purchasing
tickets at the meeting. | just received an
email indicating that the deadline for
purchasing tickets is Saturday, March 2. You
can get your tickets from Craig Anderson or
at Sportsman’s Warehouse. | hope to see
you all at the Banquet. We have a fine
speaker in Dave Hughes, a bunch of flies to
raffle, and some great items in the silent
auction.

I am still working with John Strand to
organize an outing to Rocky Ford later in
March. This is a traditional hot dog and chili
feed and always is a good time. | should be
able to provide details at the Banquet. We
are always interested in having more outing.
If you would like to sponsor one (maybe at
Leech Lake in May or June) contact a board
member.

The first fly tying class was held last
Wednesday evening and was sparsely
attended, probably due to the weather. We
anticipate better attendance at future
sessions.

In past years, we have sponsored teenagers
to attend the Washington State Youth
Conservation Camp in July on Orcas Island.

If members know of any interested
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teenagers, they should contact a board
member.

In spite of the cold and snow, Spring really is
on its way. Fill up your fly boxes while you
still have time and get your gear ready.

See you at the banquet.

Good News Bad News

This Year’s Coho Return To Columbia
River Forecasted To Be Far Above 10-
Year Average
From The Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife
News Bulletin

More than 1 million adult coho salmon are
expected along the Oregon coast and
Columbia River in 2019. Some 905,600 of
those are forecasted to enter the Columbia.

That’s much higher than the 2018 forecast of
349,000 fish (286,200 of those turned into
the Columbia) and far more than the
disappointing actual run last year of 230,700
fish (147,300 into the Columbia). The 10-
year average is 416,100 fish.

“As you can see from going back and looking
at past forecast vs actual returns, these
forecasts are not always perfect by any
means, but we do think the outlook for coho
is improved,” said Stuart Ellis of the Columbia
River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission and a
member of TAC.

“The increase is due to what we think are
some better ocean conditions especially off
the Oregon coast and some better jack
returns,” he said.

Projections of low spring chinook
returns constrain Columbia River fishing
seasons

From February 20 WDFW Press Release

Fishery managers from Washington and
Oregon today approved a sport fishery for
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spring chinook salmon on the Columbia River
that reflects a significant reduction in the
number of fish available for harvest this year.

According to preseason projections, about
99,300 upriver spring chinook will reach the
Columbia this year, down 14 percent from
last year and 50 percent below the 10-year
average. Those fish return to hatcheries and
spawning areas upriver from Bonneville Dam.

In addition, fishery managers are also
expecting much lower returns than last year
to several major lower Columbia River
tributaries, particularly the Cowlitz and Lewis
rivers. On the Cowlitz, this year's spring
chinook run is projected to reach just 11
percent of the 10-year average and fall short
of meeting hatchery production goals.

Ryan Lothrop, Columbia River policy
coordinator for the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), said those
projections are largely the result of poor
ocean conditions, which have complicated
fisheries management in recent years.

"Anglers will still find some good fishing
opportunities in the Columbia River Basin this
spring, but conservation has to be our first
concern,” Lothrop said. "We have a
responsibility to protect salmon runs listed
under the federal Endangered Species Act
and get enough fish back to the spawning
grounds and hatcheries to support future
runs."

The new fishing regulations approved today
will take effect in the following areas:

« Columbia River below Bonneville
Dam: Salmon fishing will open March 1
through April 10 on the Columbia River
upstream from Warrior Rock boundary
line to Bonneville Dam. Anglers may
retain two salmon, two steelhead, or
one of each per day, but only one
salmon may be a chinook. The lower
river downstream from Warrior Rock
will be closed to fishing from March 1
through April 10 to conserve spring
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chinook returning to the Cowlitz and
Lewis rivers.

e Tributaries: The Cowlitz and Lewis
rivers will also close to salmon fishing
March 1 to conserve spring chinook for
hatchery escapement needs, but will
remain open for hatchery steelhead
retention. The Kalama River will remain
open to fishing for salmon and
steelhead, but the daily limit of adult
salmon will be reduced to one fish on
March 1.

« Columbia River above Bonneville
Dam: Waters above Bonneville Dam to
the Oregon/Washington state line
above McNary Dam will open to salmon
fishing April 1 through May 5. Anglers
may retain two salmon, two steelhead,
or one of each per day, but only one
salmon may be a chinook.

In all open waters, only hatchery salmon and
steelhead identified by a clipped adipose fin
and healed scar may be retained.

Along with new area restrictions in the lower
Columbia, fishery managers also reduced
initial harvest limits for upriver spring
chinook returning to the upper Columbia and
Snake rivers. If those fish return as
projected, anglers in the Columbia and Snake
rivers will be limited to a total of 4,548 fish,
compared to 9,052 last year, prior to a run
size updated in May.

Lothrop noted that this year's

projected return of 99,300 upriver spring
chinook is the lowest since 2007, but still well
above the record-low return of just 12,800
fish in 1995.

"Experience has shown that warm-water
ocean conditions present a challenge to
salmon survival," he said. "As in the 1990s,
we have observed that cyclical warming
effect during the past few years with similar
results. During these times, we have to be
especially cautious in how we manage the
fishery.”
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North Fork Clearwater

by Jan Jackson

This past October 1st | loaded my gear into
my buddy, Wally’s, diesel pickup and we
headed to the N. Fork of the Clearwater. This
was the 15th consecutive year that we
traveled to Pierce, ID the first week in
October. We normally stay at Wally’s house
in Pierce and then camp and fish on the N.
Fork Clearwater, Kelly Creek, Weitas Creek,
Moose Creek or Cayuse Creek for the rest of
the week.

This year we drove to the end of Kelly Creek
and took the trail up river. We hiked about
three or four miles hitting the holes along the
way. | managed to catch a nice cutthroat and
a whitefish on one of my condom-mint caddis
patterns.

My neighbor is a PhD Marine
Biologist. He told me fish have a
couple of extra cones in their eyes
and everything phosphoresces so
they can feed at night. Fast forward
a few years and | was fishing with
Kip from Clearwater Guide Shop. He
told me his friend used glow in the
dark condoms as a material on his
steelhead flies, so | ordered some
online. | tie in a tail and then a thin
strip of glow in the dark condom. I'm
not sure if it's the glow in the dark
material or that it resembles an egg
sac, but they seem to work. | usually
tie them on a bead head pattern.
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This year we camped at the Kelly Creek
campground at the confluence of Kelly Creek
and the N. Fork and when we woke it was
spitting a little rain. The sensible thing would
have been to drive back to Pierce and have
breakfast at the cabin, so, of course, we went
fishing. By the end of Tuesday | was still dry
in my Filson shell jacket, but all of our other
gear was pretty wet. | had forgotten my
sleeping pad so | spent a couple of nights in
the back seat of Wally’s pickup, plus I didn’t
have to endure Wally’s snoring. Wednesday
morning | woke early and was out talking to
the only other camper in the campground.
His Golden Retriever, Lilly, was snooping
around while we discussed fly patterns and
weather. That’s when | noticed Lilly’s head
stuck in the tent. Wally awoke with
something licking his face. His first thought
was that a bear was licking his face and his
adrenaline kicked in. He started screaming
and fumbling for his 9mm and then saw the
wagging tail. We often camp at Weitas Creek
and sometimes we camp clear down river on
the N. Fork at Aquarius Campground and
once in a blue moon we’ll camp at Cayuse
Creek which is above Kelly Creek.

Wednesday we fished in our shorts and
wading boots. The colors were spectacular as
the deciduous trees were turning color. It
was a bright palette of primary colors in red,
orange and yellows.



Our two strategies when fishing that region:
Are Kokanee spawning? If Kokanee are
milling about | tie on a clown pattern that
includes yellow, pink and red. | use a Rio in-
touch Single Hand Spey line and a 10’ section
of Rio VersiLeader 3 ips sink tip with a 2’
tippet. | look for rapids emptying into pools
and let the egg pattern sink into the pool.
This year, the first cast with my egg pattern
I’'m pretty sure | hooked a Bull Trout. He took
me to the bottom and | couldn’t raise him.
The egg finally popped out and | threw the fly
back into the stream. A nice Cutthroat hit the
egg and | landed and released. The 3rd cast |
hooked a smaller cutthroat about a foot long.
The single hand spey line allows me to roll
cast almost as far as | can backcast. You can
also make a snap T, snake roll or double
spey; however, | normally just do a single
spey roll cast. A lot of the time I’'m against a
wall, bushes or trees so this technique is very
useful. Sometimes | find myself roll casting
when | have plenty of room to backcast just
because it’'s more fun to roll the line out. This
set-up works with any nymph pattern like a
bead head hare’s ear or prince nymph.

If the fish are surface feeding | use a WF dry
line. I almost always fish with an October
Caddis this time of year, but some years they
hit Mahogany Dunn patterns. They will
almost always rise to something red,
anything that starts with
Royal. I've caught some
big fish on the Royal
Wulff and Coachman.

The one drawback to
fishing this region is that
it’s hard to get to the
river. There are boulders
the size of Volkswagens,
steep slopes, vines that
grab your feet and very
swift water when you
finally make it to the
river.

We’ve had a couple of
close calls with people
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falling off ledges, being swept downstream or
sliding uncontrolled down a bank. We’ve seen
black bear, cougar and wolves right on the
river. If we’re hiking or fishing off the main
road, | always carry my Colt 45 Defender in a
shoulder holster just in case. Occasionally a
group of otters will swim through and you
may as well sit down and take a siesta
because the fish will skedaddle for the next
half hour.

We’ve also caught some Montana Spotted
Cutthroat in the over 20” category. Their
scientific name is Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi,
named after the explorers who wrote about
them in their journals. Next October 1st, God
willing and if the creek don’t rise, I'll be
stepping into the clear waters of the N. Fork.

| — Al

Page 5 of 8



Material Handling Tip

Here’s a nifty tip for handling your hanks of
flashy fly tying material, courtesy of Tightline
Productions. By using this tip you will never
have to take your Krystal Flash, Flashabou,
etc. out of its packaging again.

Using a hole punch,
make a hole near the
bottom of the bag
near the center of
the hank.

Use a whip finish tool
or the tip of your
scissors to withdraw
the amount of
material needed.

Clip off the material
with your scissors.

4 A

For Sale

Water Skeeter pontoon, very
good condition. Includes oars
and reinforced rear frame.
Garage stored, out of weather.

$150 or best offer.

kCaII Tony Umek, 509-438-6700 /
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February 2019 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Denny Kreid

The board meeting for February has not been
held prior to publication of this month’s
newsletter. The Meeting Minutes will be
published in the next newsletter.

Spring = Skwalas

Ask any guide in the west for his favorite
early spring fly patterns and odds are good
the skwala stonefly will be at or near the top
of the list. This smallish (size 8-10) stonefly
starts to get active as the water temperature
approaches 40 degrees. That makes it the
first decent mouthful a trout gets as fishing
season starts. Like all stoneflies the nymphs
make their way to shore before emerging.
The nymphs can thus be found drifting
throughout the water column. After
emergence they tend to remain hidden in
foliage or rock crevices until the mating flight
begins. Until that time you will see shucks
on the shoreline but you will rarely see
adults. Even when the females return to the
river to oviposit they are very difficult to see
due to their dark bodies and flush floating
posture. They remain calmly on the surface
for long distances as they release their eggs
making them a prime target for hungry fish.
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DURAN
TORREZ

CWNER  GLIDE

SCHOOL OF
Chircome
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SCHOOLOFCHROME.COM
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DURANTORREZ

/

Going Fishing Guide Service

Bruce Hewitt

Washington and USCG licensed and insured

Burbank, WA 99323

509-430-6448

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon,
steelhead trout walleve and stiireceon

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

March 2019 Newsletter

- Kuss Browns
Cattails West Fly Casting

Taking the mystery out of casting a fly

*Basic instruction tailored to the individual

*Advanced instruction for improving technique,
distance and consistency

#Custom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
509-628-6402 4 Cattails.west@charter.net 4 Richland, WA

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the
Editor if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the
consensus of CBFC members.

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Fleaza forwvard a copy of this nawslattar

1o them, and bring theam 1o the next masting.

fight lines and BIG fish.
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WEB HOT-LINKS

to FISHING STUFF
FLY TYING

Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 patterns

Tightline Productions — Excellent videos of patterns
and tips

In the Riffle - Fly tying videos and tips

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to Fly
Fishers International

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant developments
related to salmon and steelhead recovery and other
important Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and
wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and historical
data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to
advise and educate the public on conservation of
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve,
promote, and enhance present and future availability
of coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

Trout Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
Post Office Box 791
Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
CJRenewal, no change in address/phones/ email

Street Address:
City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC

O Family Membership ($25)

[J Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card
size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
___Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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http://www.flytyingforum.com/
https://vimeo.com/user3412872/videos
http://intheriffle.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org/
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.westernrivers.org/

