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P O Box 791, Richland, WA 99352 http:www.columbiabasinflycasters.org September 2014

Officers
President Rod Gilge
309-585-0747
rodgilge@aol.com
VP Membership Rich Holten
VP Programs Graig Anderson
Treasurer Marty Ottem
Secretary Mike Wade
Newsletter £llen Bentley
Pust President Dennis Collins

Directors
3-year Term Dale Schielke
2-year Term Rich Weaver
1-year Term Jim Saunders

Meetings
Held the 2nd Tuesday of each month,
September through June at
Bamboo Garden
8021 West Grandridge Blvd
Kennewick, WA 99336
509-737-1688
6:00 pm - Wet Fly
6:30 pm- Dinner
7:15 pm - Meeting/Program

Membership
$25/yr Family/Individual
$35/yr Business

For information, change of address
or phone number notify:

Rich Holten
509-521-4291
RPBA(@ charter net

Newsletter

Deadline the first day of the month.
Send submissions, “classifieds” etc:

Hlen Bentley
935 Court Street
Prosser, WA 99350
(509) 786-8587
ebentleyS/(@dearwire.net

Monthly Meeting - SEAN VISINTAINER ON TUBE FLIES Crap Ardorsm, VP Proprams

Tube flies are gaining in popularity, especially among steelheaders So |f you are a I|ttIe |nt|m|dated
about getting into tying tube flies (as | am), or are considering &
starting to tie and use them, here is your chance to get some
basics and help make a decision about your use.

For those of you that happen to watch LeRoy Hyatt and sy
Carolyn Sells' Fly Tying, the Angler's Art series, you likely saw EE==
Sean Visintainer tying tube flies on two programs in the last
few months. We asked Sean to provide us with a tutorial on
fishing with tube flies, how to tie them, the basic tools needed
to do so, how the fish them, etc. He will also provide a tying
demonstration. Don't miss this presentation. -

Sean is no stranger to our club, as he spoke to us a couple of years back. Sean is the owner and
head guide at the Silver Bow fly shop and oultfitters in Spokane, where they have been "making fish
nervous since 1988” http://www.silverbowflyshop.com/

To ensure an accurate and swift count for dinner the board asks that members put their dinner ticket
at their table place. Members are reminded to be seated so dinner can begin promptly at 6:30.

CHANGE IN MEETING LOCATION!!!!  SAME TIME AS USUAL.

WE ARE MEETING AT THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN RESTAURANT 9221 W CLEARWATER IN KENNEWICK
PARK AROUND BACK AND COME IN THE SPECIAL EVENTS ENTRANCE IN THE BACK.

We have approached the Country Gentleman Restaurant about using their facilities for our monthly
meetings. The Bamboo Garden informed us they were raising their rates to $16, so we looked around
and found that we could get a less expensive and better variety of food, less expensive drinks and a
bigger space designed for meeting presentations. So this month will be a trail meeting. More about the

facility in Rod’s Reflections (page 2) and here http://cgrestaurant.com/
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Rod’s Reflections

It looks like we have just about used up another summer. | hope you had a good summer and got in some great fishing trips.
The good news is that fall is just around the corner which usually brings some of the best fishing of the year. The weather is
cooler and there are usually fewer fishermen out - a good time to get in some premium fishing.

Monthly second Tuesday meetings resume this month. The September club meeting will be at the Country Gentlemen at 9221
West Clearwater Avenue in Kennewick. When the Bamboo Gardens advised us they will be raising thelr price to $16 we took
another look at alternate meeting locations. The Country Gentlemen offers several advantages [ %# ‘ i
over the Bamboo Gardens; they have a large event center which provides much more room, an .
overhead screen, a sound system , a more varied menu, more bar options and a slightly lower %
price than Bamboo Gardens ($14.75 (which we will round off to $15 to simplify making change)
versus $16). This September meeting will allow the members to check out the facilities and f
food. At the end of the meeting we will vote to decide if future meetings will be at the Country
Gentleman or the Bamboo Gardens. Be sure and attend to get in your two cents.

We need to have an accurate head count for dinner. If you are not in when called regarding
the meeting, please return the call and leave a message with your head count.

| was out of town and was not able to attend the CBFC picnic. | understand that there was
some adverse weather, but attendees persevered and enjoyed a fun evening. Thanks to Mike
McWethy, Denny & Susan Kreid for hosting our summer picnic once again.

We have two outings in September, the annual Anthony Lakes outing which is a club favorite
(see August newsletter) and an outing to Scooteney Reservoir which will be a new location for us (see page 2).

My college roommate recently passed away. A reminder for me that we don’t know how many days we get , and that we
should make the best of each of them.

Take advantage of the upcoming fall weather and go fishing. Rod Gilge; President
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Scooteney Reservoir Small and Largemouth Bass Outing
A second 2014 warm water fishing outing is being planned for September .. Scoleney ©)
27t at Scooteney Reservoir in Franklin County < .
(http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/140). Scooteney Reservoir is about 6 Scooteney Park
miles west of Connell on SR- 17. We will meet at the east end of the Lowe’s
Parking lot off Road 68 in Pasco at 8:00 AM and then carpool or caravan to
the Reservair. &
Scooteney Reservoir is a Bureau of Reclamation reservoir of 710 acres §
abundantly populated by small and largemouth bass, walleye, crappie, bluegill, @
and yellow perch. The Bureau of Reclamation campground has a developed
access area with boat launch, a small dock, picnic facilities and toilets. There
is no charge for day use but there is a $7.50 per day charge for overnight
camping. The campgrounds are open until September 30t while the parking
lots and boat launches, and pit toilets remain open all year.
Bring a lunch and drinks, and we will meet at the BLM campground boat
launch at noon for an update and advice. You can fish from a boat, pontoon,
kayak, or float tube, and even the shoreline. Woolly buggers, leeches, and -
bunnies work for bass; Clouser minnows will take walleye; and panfish stream-
ers and small bunnies will take bluegill, crappie and perch. Try a wooly on
carp.
The reservoir is a best kept secret as it is not only a good place to fish in the summer but is a good place to hunt in the fall or
ice-fish in the winter. More info about the Scooteney Reservoir outing and signup will be available at our September meeting.
Coordinator: John Strand 509-943-4347
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Membership News  fok follen, VP Membershp

REMINDER - per our CBFC board meeting in July we agreed that there was no board meeting in August. The
next board meeting will be Sept. 23.

\\, MEMBER REQUEST: | am a first year member and had to move to Seattle because of my job 2 months ago. |
know no one here. | was wondering if you to ask any members or any former members if they have any fish-
ing partners in the Seattle | could meet. This will make my transition here complete. Joining a fly fishing club

\‘ ~ — here is a joke because to get there in this traffic to a meeting takes forever. | was hoping the membership |
left could help me in this endeavor. Phone: 503-502-4968 Thanks, Joe Parzick

CBFC September Meeting Location Change
The following message from President Rod Gilge was emailed to all members emails on file. It is included here for those mem-
bers without email. —editor

“The September 9t meeting of the Columbia Basin Fly Casters will be at the Country Gentlemen at 9221 West Clearwater
Avenue in Kennewick. The meeting will start at 6:00 pm with a social time and dinner will be served at 6:30. The business meet-
ing will start around 7:00 pm.

When the Bamboo Gardens advised us they will be raising their price to $16 your Board took another look at alternate meeting
locations. The Country Gentlemen offers several advantages over the Bamboo Gardens; they have a large event center which
provides more room, an overhead screen, a sound system, a more varied menu, more bar options and a slightly lower price than
Bamboo Gardens ($14.75 (which we will round off to $15 to simplify making change) versus $16). This month will allow members
to check out the facilities and food at the Country Gentlemen. At the end of the meeting we will vote to decide if we prefer to meet
at the Country Gentleman or the Bamboo Gardens. We hope you like the different facility, but if you don’t you can let us know at
the meeting. Be sure and attend to get in your two cents.

The menu for the September meeting is a buffet dinner including:

Herb Crusted Chicken
Scalloped Potatoes
Seasonal vegetables
Green salad with 2 dressings
Rolls and butter
Iced tea upon request
Coffee service carafe on table
There will be a no host bar serving beer, Washington wines, soft drinks, and hard liquor.

There will be a different menu each month if we continue to meet at the Country Gentleman.

Be sure and go to the correct location for the September meeting. Please park in the rear and you can go through the back
door which will take you directly into the Event Center.

If you have any questions or concerns about the meeting please contact Rod Gilge at 509-585-0747.”

Guiding Eastern
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Annual Picnic Survives the Storm
The picnic on August 12 was a bit chaotic, but a success none the less. In spite of the storm, we had 20 brave souls that stuck it
outand in the end had a great time. We had the back yard all set up for the picnic and Sue had table cloths on all the tables
when the wind blast hit at 4:00pm. We had table cloths and chairs flying around for a few minutes and then it started to rain! We
collected the table cloths and dismantled some of the tables and spent the next hour or so inside with cheese and crackers, beer
and wine for the early arrivals. In the mean time, Mike McWethy somehow managed to keep the Danish Games fly casting com-
petition running. First prize went to Bill Mandell, second and third went to Christine and Al Markle respectively. We had lots of
good food including some great desserts. All in all a fun picnic! Denny and Sue Kreid

WDEFW Seeks Comments, Schedules Meetings on Proposed Columbia River Basin Fishing Rules

State fisheries managers are seeking public comments on proposed sportfishing rules they're recommending for the Columbia
River Basin. As part of that effort, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has scheduled five September meet-
ings to discuss the proposed rules with the public. The rules are specific to the mainstem Columbia River, its tributaries or lakes
within the basin. The proposals cover fishing seasons, daily limits and other rules for the Columbia River Basin.

Fisheries managers recommended 32 of the proposals submitted by the public in May move forward for additional review. The
webpage has more information about the proposals as well as those not recommended for further consideration. The public
meetings are scheduled for:

Clarkston: 6 to 7:30 p.m., Aug. 26, Walla Walla CC, Clarkston Main Building Multipurpose Rm, 1470 Bridge St.

Spokane Valley: 6 to 7:30 p.m., Aug. 27, WDFW Spokane Regional Office, 2315 N. Discovery Place

Vancouver: 6 to 8 p.m., Aug. 28, WDFW Vancouver Regional Office, 2108 Grand Boulevard

Wenatchee: 7 to 9 p.m., Sept. 10, Chelan PUD auditorium, 327 N. Wenatchee Ave. o @

Moxee: 7 to 9 p.m., Sept. 11, East Valley Fire Station, 2003 Beaudry Road el Salihay e

The public may provide testimony on the proposed rule changes during the Washington Fish and
Wildlife Commission's meeting Nov. 7-8 in Olympia. Check the commission's web-
site http://wdfw.wa.gov/commission/ for meeting details. The commission, which sets policy for
WDFW, is scheduled to vote on the proposals during a December meeting.

WDFW is recommending proposals that would:

Close all rivers, streams and beaver ponds in the Columbia River Basin to fishing unless other-
wise stated in the rules pamphlet, and implement additional conservation measures to provide
greater protection for juvenile anadromous fish.

Change open dates for most year-round lakes to March 1 through Oct. 31 for lakes in Asotin,
Franklin, Kittitas, Yakima and Walla Walla counties.

Eliminate the retention of sturgeon on the Snake River and its tributaries. Catch-and-release sturgeon fishing would be
maintained.

Adjust size and daily catch limits for kokanee in Cle Elum Lake, while removing daily limits for eastern brook, brown and lake
trout.

To review and comment on the proposed rules, visit WDFW's webpage Comments will be accepted through Oct. 16
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/requlations/rule proposals/.

Fish Washington Website Now Includes High Lakes

Since 2012, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife's (WDFW) Fish
Washington site has been visited millions of times, offering information on »&
marine areas and most every lowland lake in the state. Now, the website has
expanded to provide the "when's, where's and how-to's" for fishing our high-
elevation lakes. Altogether, site (http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/) has new fishing information for hundreds of high lakes,
including 60 "getting started" lakes. "The new high lakes fishing section provides suggestions for scenic adventures in which an-
gling is only part of the experience," said Chris Donley, inland fish program manager for the department.

Features include Fish stocking data showing when, where, and which species were stocked in high elevation lakes; Lake pro-
files including descriptions of the lakes, species to target, elevation, and coordinates; The Great Getaways vacation planning
section, which provides extensive information about family-friendly fishing vacations; and access details including trail information
and notable geographic features.

"Much of the country has very little to match the experience provided by Washington's high lakes fishing" said Donley, "and the
improvements to the Fish Washington webpages make it easier to find a path and get started."




Northern pike on a fly - Souix Lookout, Ontario, Canada.
| went with my buddy from Arkansas to Fireside Lodge in Ontario,
Canada. | caught this Northern Pike on red and white

streamer. We spent a week there with excellent fishing, caught
25-30" pike plus small mouth bass. Rich Santos

Jay Grate spent some time fly-fishing East Lake in New-
berry Crater National Monument in central Oregon in

August.

Photo 1 is obviously a rainbow.
Photo 2 is a kokanee.

“| was surprised to catch kokanee fishing a tungsten bead head
CDC-hackled possie bugger (photo 3) just off the bottom in 20
g 14 ft of water at East Lake.”




WDFW Fishing Updates

Eastern Washington: September is when hatchery steelhead catch-and-keep fishing really picks up on the Snake River, where
steelhead numbers passing the dams increase and so does angler effort and success. Fishing for hatchery-marked fall chinook
salmon runs through Oct. 31 in the Snake River. A significant portion of the 2014 Columbia River forecasted return of 919,000 up-
river bright chinook adults is expected to return to the Snake River. See all the rules for this fishery here.
http://wdfw.wa.gov/news/aug2214a/

Sept. 1 marked rule changes for Tucannon River steelheading and other fishing to better protect wild steelhead. Anglers should
be sure to identify their catch because protected chinook and coho salmon and bull trout are also in the Tucannon. All steelhead
landed in the Tucannon with a missing adipose fin (hatchery origin) must be retained, catch-and-release of hatchery steelhead is
not allowed. The daily limit is reduced to two hatchery steelhead per day. Barbless hooks are required and all wild steelhead must
be released. The area from Marengo (at Turner Road Bridge) upstream is closed to fishing. There is also a modified boundary de-
scription in place starting this month. See all details in the rule changes.
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/erule.jsp?id=1480

This month is the last chance to fish several of the region’s best rainbow and/or cutthroat trout fishing lakes. Closing Sept. 30
is Fishtrap Lake in Lincoln Co and Williams and West Medical lakes in southwest Spokane Co.

Randy Osborne, WDFW central district fish biologist in Spokane, said that while access to West Medical Lake remains available
through a WDFW-managed site on the south end of the lake, walk-in shoreline access on the north end, through private property, is
no longer legal. Osborne says the “unofficial” access on the north end was abused by litterers and is
now posted with “no trespassing” signs. é “S@

Fish Lake in Spokane Co also provides anglers the unique opportunity to catch eastern brook trout
until Sept. 30. Another southwest Spokane Co lake changes seasons soon — Amber Lake shifts to
catch-and-release-only on Oct. 1.

Osborne says that if conditions are right, September fishing at these lakes can almost rival the first
weeks of the season in the spring. “Air and water temperature changes during this month can trigger
late summer/early fall insect hatches, which can equate to some pretty productive fishing conditions all
month long,” he said.

Downs Lake and Lincoln County’s Coffeepot Lake also close at the end of the month but can yield
good catches of yellow perch, black crappie, and rainbow trout during September.

Plenty of other lakes throughout the region remain open through October or year-round. Osborne says they can also provide a
pick-up in fishing action during September, depending on weather. Clear Lake, near the town of Medical Lake in Spokane County,
typically produces good catches of brown trout, crappie, and largemouth bass as fall advances. Other lakes continue to provide
good fishing for bass and panfish, including Spokane County’s Silver, Liberty, and Newman lakes. Osborne notes the WDFW ac-
cess at Newman Lake will be closed Sept. 9-11 to allow herbicide treatment of the lake, by contractors with the Newman Lake
Flood Control Zone District, under permit from the Washington Department of Ecology, to control Eurasian milfoil and other aquatic
invasive weeds.

Year-round-open Lake Roosevelt and Sprague Lake both offer good-size rainbows in September. Lake Spokane (Long Lake)
anglers have been taking advantage of the rainbow trout stocked earlier in the summer through a cooperative effort by WDFW and
Avista. Like the other lakes in the area, catch rates of those fish should also increase with the coming of cooler conditions this
month.

Northcentral Washington: Columbia River fisheries in the region are still open, and Regional Fish Program Manager Jeff Korth
says there should be some summer chinook salmon milling around the mouth of the Entiat, Chelan, and Methow rivers, as well
as the usual areas of the Wells Pool.

Fall chinook salmon fishing season on the Columbia River from Priest Rapids Dam to Wanapum Dam is open. Up to two adult
chinook, hatchery or wild, can be retained within the daily limit of six chinook. For more details, check the fishing rule
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/erule.jsp?id=1478

Salmon Creek, from the Okanogan Irrigation District diversion (upstream of the mouth) to Conconully Reservoir Dam, is open to
fishing for smallmouth bass, brook trout, adipose-clipped rainbow trout this month and next to decrease competition with and
predation on wild steelhead. Check the fishing rule for more information.

The upper Wenatchee River, from the confluence with Peshastin Creek (above Dryden Dam) to the Hwy. 2 bridge at Leaven-
worth, for hatchery chinook salmon fishing. The daily catch limit is four, of which only two can be adult fish (24"or more). Selective
gear rules and a night closure are in effect.

Fishing in the Methow River is usually good in September, but recent flooding and mudslides have affected water quality in por-
tions of the river, said Ryan Fortier, district fish biologist. “Fishing is OK right now,” Fortier said. “But if it rains even a little, all bets
are off.”

(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)

As lake temperatures cool off a bit this month, other fishing waters can be good for trout when the fish become more active.
These include Big Twin Lake near Winthrop, Blue Lake on the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area, and Chopaka Lake near Loomis.

Davis, Campbell, and Cougar lakes — all near Winthrop — are now catch-and-keep season on trout. However, Campbell and
Cougar lakes were affected by this summer’s wildfires, Fortier said. For those who use bait to fish Davis Lake, remember that the
first five fish caught count towards the daily limit whether kept or released.

For warmwater anglers, lakes such as Moses Lake, Potholes, Roses, Leader, Patterson, and Palmer can provide good oppor-
tunities for yellow perch, crappie, bluegill, largemouth bass and smallmouth bass.

Southcentral Washington: According to the preseason forecast, 300,000 upriver brights will be heading for the Hanford Reach
and state fishery managers have expanded fishing opportunities above the Highway 395 bridge at Kennewick/Pasco upstream to
Priest Rapids Dam. Fishing rules now in effect in those waters:

Increase the daily limit to three adult salmon. Once the daily limit of adult salmon is retained, anglers may not con-
tinue to fish for any species for the remainder of the day.

Permit anglers fishing for salmon to use two poles if they possess a two-pole license endorsement.

Extend the salmon fishery through Oct. 31 between the Hwy. 395 Bridge and the Old Hanford townsite wooden
powerline towers.

For more information, see the WDFW website https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/erule.jsp?id=1364

Anglers must use barbless hooks when fishing for salmon and steelhead in the Columbia and Snake Rivers and cannot re-
move any chinook or steelhead from the water unless it is retained as part of the daily bag limit. Anglers are advised to check the
sportfishing rules pamphlet and emergency rules for all waters before heading out.

The Yakima River is open for salmon fishing from the Highway 240 bridge upstream to the Grant Avenue bridge below Prosser
Dam. As with the Columbia River, fishery managers expect a record return of 18,000 fall chinook to the Yakima River this year.
“Most fish move into the Yakima after water temperatures drop to a comfortable level, usually sometime in late September or
early October,” said Paul Hoffarth, Pasco fish biologist. As in previous years, the area around the Chandler Powerhouse will re-
main closed to fishing, he said.

Anglers have also been catching some hatchery steelhead both above and below McNary Dam, and the harvest should pick
up throughout the month, Hoffarth said. September can be slow for steelhead due to warm water temperatures, especially in the
Snake River, but anglers should have some success fishing very early in the morning, at dusk, and in the dark of night.

Anglers can retain two hatchery steelhead per day in the Columbia River upstream to the Highway 395 bridge and three hatch-
ery steelhead per day in the Snake River. Hatchery fish must measure 20 inches and can be identified by a missing adipose fin
with a healed scar.

Steelhead fishing will open Oct. 1 above the Highway 395 Bridge at Kennewick, where several thousand steelhead pass by en
route to the Ringold-Meseberg Hatchery this fall. An early opening is unlikely this year due to lagging steelhead returns, Hoffarth
said.

Sturgeon fishing is restricted to catch and release in most areas of the Columbia River, including Lake Wallula and Lake Uma-
tilla, but walleye are drawing plenty of attention this month. Many anglers consider these toothy fish to be the best table fare,
which bite aggressively in September and throughout much of the fall. The Snake River below Ice Harbor Dam is one of the re-
gion’s best walleye fisheries, as is the Columbia River below McNary Dam.

Smallmouth bass share habitat with walleye, but sometimes run as deep as 50 feet. They move in shallower as waters cool
and food sources come available. Fishing tends to improve for these hard-fighters in September and carries on through October
until cold water sends them back to great depths to spend the winter.

Meanwhile, catchable-size rainbow trout are still biting, with good fishing in Leech, Dog and Clear lakes in Yakima County,
plus Cooper and Lost lakes in Kittitas County.

This also a great time of year to fish the high lakes and mountain streams of the upper Yakima Basin. There are numerous
trailheads to high lakes off the major passes including Snoqualmie, White and Chinook passes, providing ready access, stunning
scenery and great opportunities to catch trout. Now is the time to pull some nice kokanee from Rimrock Lake near White Pass.

Popular stream-fishing destinations include the Yakima, Naches, Little Naches, Teanaway, and Bumping rivers, as well as
Taneum, Naneum, and Manashtash creeks.

See the Fish Washington page on WDFW's website for more information about fishing in the high country.

For more information about fishing, hunting and wildlife viewing available this month, see the Weekender Regional Reports
posted on WDFW'’s website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/weekender/. These reports are updated throughout the month to provide cur-
rent information about recreational opportunities around the state.
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SEPTEMBER CLUB CALENDER

THURS-SUN 4-7—ANTHONY LAKE OUTING

" " " "

TUES, 9—MONTHLY MEETING—CHANGE IN LOCATION! (PAGE 1, 3)
THURS,11—MOoXEE, WDFW PuBLIC MEETING COLUMBIA BASIN FISHING RULES (PAGE 4)
SAT, SEP 20—WENATCHEE RIVER SALMON FESTIVAL http.//www.salmonfest.org/

TUES, 23—BOARD MEETING 7 PM
RoD AND SHARON GILGE 4603 S. GREEN PL, KENNEWICK, WA 99337

SAT, 27—SCOOTENEY RESERVOIR OUTING (PAGE 2)

SAT, 27—ANNUAL NATIONAL PuBLIC LANDS DAY http://www.publiclandsday.org/

Go FIsHING! TAKE PHOTOS! (PAGE 2-7)




