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November 2018

DO YOU KNOW 

The November Club 
meeting is the 

ANNUAL meeting 
where  members 

elect the next year’s 
officers.

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

13 Nov   Free Fly tying demo by 
      David Paul Williams 

23-24 Nov  Free fishing days in   
     Oregon

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 

NEXT MEETING:  13Nov2018 at CG Public House & Catering in 
Kennewick. Starts 6p 

PROGRAM:  John Day River Bronze.  Join us as David Paul 
Williams, takes us on a bass-filled adventure down Oregon’s 
John Day River. You will learn about the fish, what they eat, 
where they live, and how 
to catch the big ones.   
 David is an excellent 
presenter, and master of 
the smallies on the fly. 
David is the author of Fly 
Fishing for Western 
Smallmouth, and 
numerous articles for 
magazines including: Fly 
Fisherman, American 
Angler, Northwest Fly 
Fishing, Fly Fusion, 
Flyfishing & Tying 
Journal, Bassmaster, 
Salmon-Trout-
Steelheader, Salmon 
Steelhead Journal, Backpacker, Northwest Travel, and 
Seattle Magazine.  
 David will also show us how to tie his favorite 
smallmouth bass flies beginning at 2:15p Nov 13th at the 
Meadow Springs Country Club.

2018 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Craig Anderson 
 509 378-7849 
 Craig's email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VP-Programs: 
   John Strand 
 Treasurer: 
   Jeff Drowley 
 Secretary: 
   Denny Kreid 
 Directors at large: 
   Wanda Shearer 
   Dennis Collins 
   Ted Lewis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Ron Reed 
 Past President: 
   Mike Wade 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 

 6:00p -Wet Fly-no 
      host 
 6:30p -Dinner-$18 
 7:15p -Program - 
            free 

MEMBERSHIP 
DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info  please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
 Rich's email 

CBFC CLUB 
WEBSITE 

DAVID PAUL WILLIAMS

mailto:cander514@aol.com
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
mailto:cander514@aol.com
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org


President’s Tippett 
byCraig Anderson 

The current issue of Fly Fisherman 
magazine celebrates the 50th Anniversary of 
the magazine. It contains a listing of 50 
people, which in the magazine’s opinion 
changed the face of fly fishing, two of whom 
have been speakers at our CBFC Club 
meetings — April Vokey and Craig Mathews. I 
think the list is heavily influenced by eastern 
US fly fishing, otherwise people like Randall 
Kauffman, Denny Rickards, Mike Mercer, Al 
and Gretchen Beatty, Dave Hughes, Rick 
Hafele, John Gierach, A. K. Best, Ed Engle, 
Skip Morris and Jim Schollmeyer might get 
mentioned, none of whom were. In fairness, 
Dave Whitlock, Ted Leeson, Renee Harrop 
and Steve Rajeff are mentioned in addition to 
Craig and April. Another article walks the 
reader through a history of fly fishing through 
the last 50 years. Interesting reading.  The 
cover of the magazine indicates that there is 
an article on the future of fly fishing, but 
several treks through the pages failed to 
bring such an article to my attention.   

I am concerned about the future of fly 
fishing. I look at the average age of our 
Casters as an indication. Just this week I had 
two elderly fly fishers get in contact with me 
to give me their fly tying materials and 
equipment for use or sale by the club. I do 
not see a lot of younger fishers coming into 
the club. If my kids and grandkids are like 
yours, they are interested in gaming and 
activities that provide immediate 
gratification. Sports that require patience, or 
long periods of time to learn the skills to 
become proficient, are generally not of 
interest. Fly fishing is not a sport in which 
skills develop quickly, and more than a little 
knowledge is required for success. The 
personal characteristics of patience and a 
willingness to invest in learning the sport are 
not present in younger people interested in 
immediate gratification. So what do we do?  I 
think we are doing a pretty good job given 
the circumstances; we get kids tying flies at 

the Sportsman’s Show, we hold fly tying 
classes, we sponsor kids to go to the 
Washington State Conservation Camp, we 
have casting classes at the kids fishing pond, 
etc. But, we need to do more if we want to 
turn our sport over to the next generation or 
following generation. We need to continue to 
encourage younger people to learn of our 
sport by inviting them to fish with us, 
teaching them the skills we have 
accumulated, and promoting the sport 
through outreach and education. We should 
not pass up ANY opportunity to do these 
things. 

I am sorry that an article on the future of fly 
fishing was not in the magazine. It would be 
interesting to read the 100th anniversary 
issue of Fly Fisherman, if it exists, I won’t.  
Maybe it will honor the best virtual fly 
fishers!! 
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Is it Time to Choose a 
Different Leader? 

Turn your floating line into a temporary sink 
tip by adding a sinking Trout VersiLeader 
to the front end. Available in 7-ft and 12-ft 
lengths, from a slow-sinking, clear, 
intermediate to an ultra-fast sinking 7-in/sec 
option. 

Suppleflex is An unbelievably soft and 
supple tippet material, designed to give a 
featherweight presentation and not impede 
the natural movement of a fly in the current. 
Suppleflex is available in 4X to 7X, and is 
the perfect choice for the trout angler fishing 
with small flies. 

Upside-down Mayfly 
by Robert Strahl 

Watch a tying demo on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=uc79yzXklfU&feature=share 
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DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the Editor 

if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uc79yzXklfU&feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uc79yzXklfU&feature=share


I Went to Alaska 
to Fly Fish for Silvers 
And ended up at a Grizzly Bear 

Convention 
By Jan Jackson 

My friend, Bob Larson, told me about the 
Situk River near Yakutat, Alaska. He 
claimed we would catch silver salmon on egg 
sucking leeches. He had fished there before, 
and already had a Forest Service cabin 
rented. All I had to do was make flight 
arrangements and pack my backpack. For 
reference, Yakutat is northwest of Juneau, 
southeast of Anchorage. 

I had fly fished on the Kenai a couple of 
times, and took my 12-gauge, sawed-off 
shotgun with pistol grip, just in case we 
stumbled into an ornery grizzly. I had a 
scabbard made so I could strap it on my back 
with a belt loop to hold it in place if I needed 
to extract the weapon quickly. I never hike 
with a shell in the chamber; but, I have four 
slugs in the tube. 

We landed in Yakutat on 5Sep2018, packed 
our gear a short distance to the bush pilot’s 
hangar, and took about a 10-min flight to a 
grass landing strip next to the Situk River. 
The cabin was about 100 yards from the 
grass landing strip. The next morning I 
unpacked my 9-ft, Powell #7 travel rod, and 
rigged up. I used a standard #7 WFF line 
with a lead-wrapped, egg-sucking leech at 
the end of the tippet. The river was only 
about 100 yards from the cabin, but Bob 
wanted to fish the confluence. So, we hiked 
over to the landing strip, hung a left and 
started walking down a forest trail. We had 
ambled down the trail about 1/4 mile when I 
noticed a BIG pile of bear scat. This was 
bigger than any cow pie I’d ever encountered 
from the herd of Hereford’s we raised on our 
ranch. Most of our cows were around 800 
pounds…this was a big bear. We saw a couple 
places where bears had pawed the dirt for 
grubs, a couple of small black bear scat and 

bear hind-foot prints that looked like Bigfoot 
with claws. Most of the time Bob was yelling, 
“Hey bear, woof woof!” At one point we had 
to slide down an embankment, wade into 
knee deep water, crawl onto a couple of 
2x10s that were wire meshed together, and 
then drop off on the other side.  

By the time we hiked a mile and a half to the 
confluence, my adrenaline had peaked and 
every bird that chirped, every leaf that 
dropped caught my attention. Bob waded out 
into the river, cast a couple of times, and 
landed a sockeye. A few minutes later he 
caught a silver, but I hadn’t got a bump. I 

asked Bob what he was doing different. “You 
don’t have a weight on the end of your line.” 
At which point he reached into his vest and 
clamped on a lead weight right at the eye of 
my hook. I threw the fly out, which was 
much more difficult with the added weight, 
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BOB LARSON
SOCKEYE BUCK

JAN JACKSON
WITH PINK HEN



and hooked a silver. We caught and released 
about 10 salmon the first day including 
sockeye, silver, humpy and Dolly Varden. We 
released all of the fish we caught except for 
one silver we hooked in her gills and one 
Dolly we had for dinner. 

We hiked to the river for four days, and each 
day a few drift boats would come through. 
Bob always asked if they had sighted any 
grizzlies and the answer was always, “There’s 
one upstream about 200 yards. They’re all 
over the place!” One day we were talking to 
the drift boat guys when one of them 
exclaimed, “Holy cow (or equivalent) look at 
the size of that one!” I looked up the Old 
Situk River, which formed the confluence with 
the Situk River, in time to see a big grizzly 
wading across the river. One day we heard a 
loud splashing noise…. a big grizzly pounded 
through the river downstream a couple 
hundred yards and powered up a steep bank 
like it wasn’t there.  

By the 5th day I told Bob I was done hiking 
three miles through dense forest to go 
fishing; the risk wasn’t worth the reward. 
Always the optimist, Bob suggested we stay 
close to the cabin and fish along the Situk 
which was only about 100 yards from the 
cabin. So we cut a trail along the river and 
headed downstream. We came to a muddy 
spot and I noticed a rather fresh, very large, 
hind bear print. It left about a half inch 
impression in the mud. I stooped over to see 
if the sides of the print were crumbling and 
drying out. Nope….fresh mud. Another couple 
hundred yards and we stepped over fresh 

bear scat. The trail eventually led to the river 
and a clearing of about 20 feet between the 
river and bank. There were two silver salmon 
heads laying on the muddy beach which were 
still bleeding. Bob waded into the river and 
started fishing, I put my fly rod down and 
grabbed the bottle of bear spray the bush 
pilot loaned us and kept my other hand free 
for the 12 gauge.  

The sixth morning we were supposed to meet 
the bush pilot at the grass landing strip so we 
packed everything up. When I opened the 
door of the cabin to stage our gear on the 
porch…there was a grizzly about 30 feet away 
just ambling toward the cabin. I managed to 
get a few photographs of the bear as he 
sniffed around the campsite looking for 
morsels of food. By now we had 5 days of 
garbage in the cabin, and I’m pretty sure he 
was attracted to the smell. The cabin had 
windows on three sides; so, we kept an eye 
on the bear and he eventually wandered off 
toward the river. We hauled our gear to the 
landing strip and heard the sound of 
aluminum scraping on rock. So, we walked 
over to the river and the drift boat guys said 
the bear was about ¼-mile upstream. The 
guide said he’d seen the bear every day that 
week and he was a ‘good bear’.  

Am I glad I went fishing with Bob? 
Absolutely, it was a real adventure. Will I 
ever compete with grizzlies for salmon again? 
Fortunately, Yokes is only a few hundred 
yards from our home and their salmon is 
already filleted.  
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EGG SUCKING LEACH
BEFORE AND AFTER TASTE TESTING BY 
SALMON

"WELCOME WAGON" CABIN GREETER
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Going Fishing Guide Service  
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and insured 
Burbank, WA 99323  
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

SKETCH BY RON REED



Wood Fiesta: 
Yakama Nation 
Salmon Habitat 

Project Transports 
Logs To Streams By 

Helicopter 
A high flying habitat restoration project is 
underway in Washington’s Yakima Basin, with 
a heavy helicopter delivering logs to the 
stream beds and flood plains of seven Yakima 
River tributaries. 

The Yakima Basin “Wood Fiesta” is aimed at 
enhancing aquatic habitat in remote 
areas where terrain and vegetation limit the 
ability to use ground-based equipment to 
move and place large wood. Work got 
underway last week and is scheduled to 
continue through mid-November under the 
leadership of Yakama Nation Fisheries. 

The project involves the transport of nearly 
6,000 “habitat logs” in reaches of Lick 
Creek, Swauk Creek, Umtanum Creek, 
the North Fork of Manastash Creek, the 
Little Naches River, Little Rattlesnake 
Creek and Satus Creek. The work, which 
will encompass a total of 24 stream miles, 
will progress in weekly intervals from one 
drainage to the next through 15Nov. The logs 
are being sourced largely from forest health 
thinning projects that have been carried out 
by the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and The Nature Conservancy, said 
Ashton Bunce, one of the project managers 
for Yakama Nation Fisheries. 
To read the rest of this article see: 
Columbia Basin Bulletin  

North Fork 
of Umatilla River 

Pics by Dennis Dauble 

This pretty trout stream is fairly close by. 
The trout may not be huge, but they are 
feisty, hungry, and not too picky. 
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http://www.cbbulletin.com/441648.aspx
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 
6,000 patterns 

 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 

 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 

Oregon Fishing Regulations  

Washington Fishing Regulations & 
Seasons 

Washington Emergency Rule 
Updates 

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 
States 

 FISHING INFORMATION 
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing 
Information 

Oregon Fishing Resources and 
Information 

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing 
Information 

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and 
steelhead recovery and other important 
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 

 Date: _____________________ 

 Name_____________________________ 
Renewal, no change in address/phones/  

email  

 Street Address:_____________________ 
 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 

 Primary Phone: _______________ 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 

 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes 

business-card size, fishing-related advert 
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg 
digital file to editor 

 Who can we thank for referring you to our  
Club? 
 __________________________________ 

 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE 
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this 
newsletter to them, and bring

them to the next meeting. 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt


Some Buggy 
Beadheads 
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Here’s the Way to 
Load Your Spinning 
Reel that You Use to 

Fish With Flies 
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MAKE A SIMPLE
FISHING LINE WINDER



NW Power Council 
Approves Asset Mgmt 
Plan to Maintain 14 

Basin Hatcheries 
Excerpts from Columbia Basin Bulletin 

A strategic plan nearly four years in the 
making that lays out how the region will 
maintain fish and wildlife assets in the 
Columbia River basin was approved by the 
Northwest Power and Conservation Council at 
its October meeting in Wenatchee, WA. 
  
The asset management strategy will fund and 
ensure that investments by the BPA in 
hatcheries, screens and lands will be 
protected into the future. Some half a 
million dollars will be set aside in fiscal year 
2021 to help pay for upgrades and repairs, 
and the strategic plan lays the groundwork 
for funding that could go far into the future. 

The assets include 14 hatcheries, 1,041 
screens and 240 parcels of land acquired 
through the Fish and Wildlife Program, 
according to Mark Fritsch, manager of project 
implementation in the Council’s Fish and 
Wildlife division. Read complete article here: 
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
441650.aspx  
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October 2018 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Denny Kreid 

Call to order 7:00 PM by President Craig 
Anderson 

Board members present: Craig Anderson, 
Jeff Drowley, John Strand, Rich Holten, 
Ron Reed, Mike Wade, Wanda Shearer 
and Denny Kreid.   

President Craig Anderson asked if there 
were any concerns on the part of the Board 
with regard to Conflict of Interest.  With no 
issues raised, the meeting proceeded per the 
agenda provided.  

Secretary Report  - Denny Kreid asked if 
there were any new comments on the 
September 25 minutes.  There being none 
the minutes were approved by the Board. 

Treasurer Report - Jeff Drowley summarized 
the CBFC Profit and Loss Statement for 
September 2018.  Following discussion, the 
September financial reports were approved 
by the Board 

VP Membership Report - Rich Holten 
provided the Membership Report indicating 
that CBFC membership remains at 105. 

Programs Report – John Strand reported on 
the programs planned for the remainder of 
2018. 
November 12 2018 – David Paul Williams 
will discuss smallmouth bass fishing and will 
provide a fly tying demonstration at the 
Meadow Springs Country Club starting 2:15 
on the day of the meeting 
December 11 2018 – Annual Christmas party 
January 8 2019 – Zack Williams on 
steelhead fishing 
February 12 2019 – Rick Hafele - topic TBD 
March 9 2019 - Annual Banquet Dave Hughes 

Newsletter Editors Report – Ron Reed 
discussed the status of the November 2018 
newsletter.  Contributions are needed ASAP 
for planned publication on 2Nov! 

Old Business 
Proposed Slate of Officers for 2019:  CBFC 
Officer and Board positions are elected 
annually by the CBFC membership.  
Volunteers are sought and put forward by the 
Board.  In addition, nominations may be 
made by CBFC members for all the Board 
positions for election at the Annual Meeting.   
 The Slate of Officers and Board Members 
proposed by the Board for the 2019 Officers 
are as follow.  (Names of continuing Board 
Members are in Italics) 
President – Jim Loomis  
1st VP for Membership - Rich Holten 
2nd VP for Programs – Craig Anderson 
Newsletter – Mike Wade 
Treasurer – ? 
Secretary - Dennis Kreid 
Directors at Large - 
 Ted Lewis  
 Wanda Shearer 
 Reed Kaldor 
Past President - Dennis Collins  
Monthly Raffle - ? 
Conservation Committee – Dennis Dauble 

New Business 
Feedback from the October CBFC meeting:  
There was agreement that the meeting went 
well, and that the member presentations on 
their 2018 outings were well received. There 
was agreement that this type of meeting 
should be continued. 
 President Craig Anderson Discussed 
possible issues with the availability of the 
Richland fire house meeting room for our 
annual fly tying and rod building classes.  
Craig will continue discussion with the fire 
department and will explore other options for 
further discussion by the Board. 

Future Board Meetings – The November 
Board meeting will be on November 27 2018, 
at President Craig Anderson’s home.
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