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MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

6:00p -Wet Fly-no
host

6:30p -Dinner-$18

7:15p -Program -
free

MEMBERSHIP
DUES

$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business

To update personal
info please contact
Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or
Rich's email

CBFC CLUB
WEBSITE
Western Rivers
Conservancy

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, May 8th, at CG Public House &
Catering in Kennewick. Starts 6p

PROGRAM: Dave and Mary Anne Dozer will present "Building
a Bamboo Fly Rod." Mary Anne will share her experiences
building her first bamboo fly rod. Dave will add a little history
about bamboo fly rods, and many technical aspects of the process.
Mary Anne is a Fly Fishers International Master Casting
Instructor and is a member of the FFI Casting Board of
Governors. She currently guides full-time in central Oregon for
the Fly Fishers Place in
Sisters.

Dave has used a
bamboo fly rod since
he was 8, and has tied
his own flies since he
was 10. Over the last
40 years he has fished
all over the northwest.
Several years ago,
Dave began learning
the art and craftsmanship of building bamboo fly rods. He now
designs and builds custom bamboo fly rods for Bamboo Pursuits
company. He also offers bamboo rod building classes where he
mentors one or two students through the rod building process.

Read more about the speakers on page 2

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS

KIDS DON'T May 2-6 Sun Lakes Outing
REMEMBER THEIR Jul 27-28 Salmon Booth
BEST DAY OF TV. Jul 31 Club Picnic at Schielke’s

TAKE A KID FISHING! Aug 14-17Anthony Lake Outing
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President’s Tippett
by craig Anderson

I will be unavailable for our May meeting,
unfortunately, as I would like to learn a bit more
about bamboo rod construction. A few years back
we had a presentation on the subject by Jason
Zicha, then of Idaho Falls and now of Provo, and I
ended up buying a couple from him at no small
expense: a 3 weight 7’-6” and a 5 weight 8’-0".
When I ordered the 5 weight, I was concerned
about how it would cast; but, that was a
worthless worry. I liked it so much I ordered the
3 weight. They are fun to cast. Even though I
have an extra tip for each, I am always a bit
worried about fishing on slippery stream bottoms
and forgetting to throw the rod when I take a
swim. Then I worry about dropping one over the
side of a floatation device. Guess I just am a
worrywart. Besides wine bottles to earn our
Smashed Hackle Award, I have a habit of
breaking expensive rods, and have to my credit
blowing up two Spey rods, a 13’-6” Sage Z-Axis
and a 13'-3” R. L. Winston. Traumatic at the time,
both were marvelously repaired at minimal cost.
Credit goes to Sage and Winston for their
craftsmanship. If I were a better Spey caster, I
wouldn’t bang weighted flies into my rod and
avoid the trauma.

I used to do a fair amount of woodworking, and
have made tables with four way tapered legs.
That takes a good table wood plane and sound
knowledge on how to pull that off. After Jason’s
presentation, I was left with pressing questions
on the details of doing a similar stunt, tapering
six pieces of bamboo each to an exacting
equilateral triangle in cross-section, so that you
can bind them together in a tapered hexagonal
shape, while fitting male and female ferrules of
the correct size, resulting in a smoothly tapered
rod with the correct flexibility and strength.
Whew!! Obviously, it is done routinely by bamboo
rod makers, but their craftsmanship has to be
truly admired. No small wonder the expense of a
good bamboo rod.

There are a lot of cheap bamboo rods out there,
as a Saturday spent visiting yard sales may
demonstrate. After World War II there were a
host of three piece bamboo rods manufactured,
usually around 6 weight, and you can go on eBay
and find them for less than $60 or so. They are
stiff and not very satisfying for the fisher. On the
other hand, those weekend ventures may result
in your ownership of a well-constructed rod, but I
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would not venture forth without doing some
research or carrying your cell phone to check out
quality and prices on eBay before buying one.
Also, get your hands on John Gierach’s Fishing
Bamboo: An Angler’s Passion for the Traditional
Fly Rod. 1t is a great book on bamboo rods,
although he admits to using primarily graphite
rods nowadays, one reason being that traveling
with a four-piece, graphite rod is certainly more
convenient than with a two-piece bamboo.

I hope you appreciate the art of making bamboo
rods after listening to our speaker this month.
Enjoy!!

Dave & Mary Anne
Dozier (cont’.)

Bamboo fly rods are again gaining popularity,
especially among trout fishers. So if you are
not sure on what you gain by their use, or
are intimated when considering building your
own, here is your chance to get some expert
advice to help you decide whether a bamboo
fly rod is right for you.

Mary Anne’s first fly fishing was in 1995 in
Yellowstone Park. After a 20-yr career in
high-tech industry, Mary Anne opted to
pursue her passion for fly fishing and to
share it with others. She’s been teaching
and guiding for 10 years in Oregon and
Idaho. Her love and expertise in casting has
put her on the Winston Pro-Staff
Team. She is available for casting
instruction, fly fishing workshops, and
presentations.

Of SPECIAL NOTE: Club members are
invited to bring their own bamboo fly rods
to the meeting where we can admire the
craftsmanship and history of these classic
rods. ALSO, members of our ROD
BUILDING CLASS are invited to bring their
finished, or in-progress rods, for show & tell
about the materials, costs, and process of
construction. Extra tables will be set-up and
available at 6p in for this purpose.
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Hook Proof Your
Fishing Net

by Penny Kreid
When they outlawed the knotted fishing nets
several years ago, I bought a net with a bag
made from finely woven nylon. The problem I
encountered was that a fish hook with an
intact barb, even if it is smashed down, will
hang up in the weave. It is very hard to
remove short of cutting the hook out of the
bag.

To fix the problem, I used Rust-Oleum
Spray-On Flexible Rubber Coating. The spray
filled the fine part of the woven material but
left the larger holes open. To spray the net, I
put the bag of the net over a garbage bag
filled with crumpled news paper. Then I
sprayed the bag multiple times until the fine
weave was filled. The bag becomes stiffer
when you do this, but that has not been a
problem. I have used the net since then
without ever having a hook get caught in the
bag material.

Float Sunglasses With
a Wine Cork

by Mark Kehoe, wantage, N.).

After buying an expensive pair of polarized
sunglasses, I decided I would minimize the
risk of losing them in the water. To make an
eyewear retainer that floats, drill two holes
into a cork from a wine bottle. Thread your
keeper through, and you're set. I painted the
cork a neon color. This way if my glasses fall
into the water, they will not only float but will
be highly visible.
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Use Floss Dispenser
for Monofilament

bg ponald Wier, Lititz, Pa.

crest

'Glide)
\ COMFORT PLUS -

I wrap monofilament around the small spool
inside an empty dental floss dispenser. This
makes for a handy mono carrier, and the
built-in cutter works great for snipping leader.

Avoid Thread Tangles
When Fly Tying

bg Richard Rehm, St. Couls, Mo

When tying flies, I used
to have trouble with a
thread loop forming
around the spool as I
made wraps with the
bobbin. The loop would
then come off the spool
and become wrapped
around one of the bobbin
arms. So I took a plastic
coffee stirrer-straw and
inserted it in the back of
the bobbin tube,
extending almost 1/2 inch
to the spool. This keeps
any slack from forming
and eliminates thread
tangles.
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Slice Braided Line
With a Letter Opener

by €. P. watcheski Jr., Millsboro, Del.

When I switched over from mono to braided
line, I found that my nail clippers just
shredded the
braid. And scissors
were hard to keep
at the ready, not
to mention
dangerous to
carry. So I
purchased a letter
opener, the type
that has the blade
safely concealed. This makes a quick, clean
cut in any type of line, and it works so well
that I threw my nail clippers away. See more
tips at:

https://www.fieldandstream.com/
I ti fishi I = ki I

readers

Add Flash to Stacker
When Spinning Deer
Hair Flies

by James Masaoka, Fresno, CA

o When stacking deer hair for
bass flies, add small bunches of
Krystal Flash or Flash-a-Bou
accent before spinning the deer
hair. Also you can add the flash
material after you've secured
the deer hair to the hook and
spun it. This is especially
effective on diving flies.
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Take Me Fishing

https://www.takemefishing.or

washington/
This is a website with lots of information for

beginning fishers, including information about
where, when, and how for each state in the
USA.

Don’t forget, CBFC maintains a list of folks
who are willing to take you fishing, or
are willing to go fishing with you if you
need a buddy. Rich Holten, Membership VP,
will email you a the list upon request.

Do Fish See Line?

Decoding Research and Manufacturer Claims.
This article provides a fairly simple
comparison of how various colored lines and
leaders look in water of various opacity at
different depths. It’s worth a look.

https://www.fix.com/blog/do-fish-
see-line/
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Organize Fly-Tying
Thread Using Spent
Cartridges

bg Thom Romeelll, Clncinnatl, OH

Spent rimfire cases make great spool holders

for fly-tying thread and wire. I epoxied
several cases onto a short strip of pine, 11/4
inches apart. The thread spools slip on
perfectly (.22 magnum and .17 HMR work
the best; but, .22 LR will work too). I also
glued several spent shotgun shells onto a
block of wood to hold my scissors, bobbins,
and whip finisher.

TH:BAssnntununmnAnouun~,;;
4 DROPOFFS mg

MEMEFULCOM
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Beda & Quail Lake
F|sh|n% Report

H'oL’cew

Beda Lake was planted a few weeks ago
with 2500 catchable trout, and they are
catchable. A couple of us fished the lake
toward the end of April and caught about 30
fish apiece, one of which may have been a
holdover. The fish were active all day until
about 4p. We caught fish on olive, black,
and orange leeches, chironomid pupa
patterns, and chironomid emergers. About 2p
a couple of callibaetis showed up, but the fish
did not seem to be on them.

I also have fished Quail Lake a few times in
May. The water temperature was 55 F the
last time I was there, and seems to be
lagging behind other lakes. Just before noon,
trolling and stripping a #16, light-olive, soft-
hackle worked well. At 2p, a few callibaetis
began emerging. The bigger fish were
definitely interested in the nymphs, but not
the duns. There may not be enough duns on
the water to interest the fish yet.

The fish in both lakes are in great shape, and
will put a good bend in your rod. Quail Lake
definitely has more of the larger fish, but
doesn’t put out the numbers like Beda Lake.

For Sale

Bucks Bag Pontoon boat. Complete with
anchor system, spare rod holder, two
compartments for gear, and wheel for
transport to lakes. In good condition.
$150. Rich Holten 509-521-4291
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DURAN » .
TORREZ ' Cattails West Fly Casting
OMNER - GLIDE S . | Taking the mystery out of casting a fly
i ,7 =5 eBasic instruction tailored to the individual
= ' ¥ eAdvanced instruction for improving technique,
S C H OO |_ O F distance and consistency

eCustom Clinics for organizations/Groups/Schools

(/IIIPOIII(’ International Federation of Fly Fishers Certified Instructor Since 1997
L e 509-628-6402 .4 Cattails.west@charter.net .4 Richland, WA

h09 845212
SCHOOLOFCHROME.COM

£~ SOCGUIDES@CMAI.COM

[ escrooL0rCHROME
DURANTORREZ

DISCLAIMER
The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely the
responsibility of the author, or the Editor
if no author is listed;
and do not necessarily reflect the

——f.  Torieve consensus of CBFC members.
. Cm— Ruchawell

Likewise, website links are only for
reader convenience and information.

Going Fishing Guide Service
Bruce Hewitt

Washington and USCG licensed and insured KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
Burbank, WA 99323 CBFC MEMBERS?
509-430-6448 Please forward a copy of this newsletter

to them, and bring them to the next meeting.
Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon,
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon. tight lines and BIG fish.

Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor
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Choosing Leaders and
Tippets

h 1/ /WWW.ri r .com/learn

material

Need Helpers for
Salmon Booth

bg pale Schielke

CBFC has been invited to submit a proposal
for the Salmon Booth at the 2018 Allied Arts
‘Art in the Park’ Friday and Saturday,
July 27th and 28th. The booth is at the
usual location in Howard Amon Park in
Richland. We expect to be accepted as a
concession again.This is @ major money
raising project of the Richland Rod & Gun
Club and the Columbia Basin Fly Casters. As
always, we need volunteers for booth
setup, salmon preparation, and then to
work the shifts of booth operation on Friday
and Saturday. Most who have worked in the
past agree that it is a lot of fun plus you
get a gratis salmon or chicken dinner at
the end of your shift.

It is imperative that we have multiple
people for each shift that have food-worker
cards. There must be a "person in charge"
of the booth who is physically present for
each shift that has a Food Worker Health
Card. We want to have several people with a
Health Card on each shift in the event one
needs to leave for supplies or other
emergency. If you are willing to obtain a Food
Worker Health Card, classes are held at the
Benton-Franklin Health District,
Environmental Health Office OR you can take
the class/exam on-line at https://
www.foodworkercard.wa.gov/language.html.

Sign-up sheets for volunteers will be
available at the next meeting and those with
cards or those who will get a card can so note
on the volunteer form.

Marabou Worm

This relatively obscure pattern is by Gary
LaFontaine, but certainly one of his most
effective. Originally described in his book
Trout Flies: Proven Patterns, he later added
the foam cylinder on the tail to obtain the
wiggling of a drifting earthworm that is a
critical feature on which feeding trout key.
This pattern is as effective as any in
simulating a drifting earthworm.

Hook: Mustad 9671, or equiv. sizel4
Thread: Color matching body, 8/0
Head: 1/8-inch brass bead
Body: Wrapped marabou color to match
natural
Tail: Tips of marabou used to wrap
body
Foam cylinder: Cut from foam tubing

W'lute Cr apple .
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over

6,000 patterns

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that
5e|ong to tﬁe International Federation of
Fly Fishers

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Reqgqulations

Washington Fishing Regulations &
Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule
Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50
States

FISHING INFORMATION
%_daho Fish & Game Fishing
n

Information
ishing Resources and

Oregon Fj
Information

‘ =
][nciormation

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant

developments related to salmon and

steelhead recovery and other important
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and
wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and
historical data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION o
Coastal Conservation Association’s
purpose is to advise and educate the public
on conservation of marine resources. CCA’s
obLective is to conserve, promote, and
enhance present and future availability of
coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy

Native Fish Society

Wild Salmon Center

T Unlimited

Western Rivers Conservancy
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Post Office Box 791

Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
[JRenewal, no change in address/phones/
email

Street Address:
City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:
Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)
Please make checks payable to CBFC
[ Family Membership ($25)

) Business Membership ($35) Includes
business-card size, fishing-related advert
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg
digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our

Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
__ Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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April 2018 Board

Meeting Minutes
by Denny Kreid

Call to order 7:00 PM by President Craig
Anderson

Board members present: Craig Anderson,
Jeff Drowley, John Strand, Rich Holten,
Dennis Collins, Wanda Shearer Ron
Reed, Mike Wade, Dennis Dauble, Ted
Lewis, and Denny Kreid. Dale Schielke
was a guest at the Board Meeting at the
invitation of John Strand.

President Craig Anderson asked if there
were any concerns on the part of the Board
with regard to Conflict of Interest. With no
issues raised, the meeting proceeded per the
agenda provided.

Secretary Report - Denny Kreid noted that
the Minutes of the March meeting were
updated to correct several errors and
requested if others got through uncorrected.
Lacking any other comments, the March
CBFC Meeting Minutes were approved by the
Board

Treasurer Report - Jeff Drowley presented
the CBFC Profit and Loss Statement for March
including an update reflecting results to date
on the Finances for the Annual Banquet.

VP Membership Report - Rich Holten
provided the Membership Report indicating
that current membership rolls show112
members, but just 75 paid for 2018. Rich will
send a note to unpaid members encouraging
them to pay up. Ron Reed will drop
members from the future newsletter list for
those not paid by the date of the May
newsletter due May 3.

Programs Report - John Strand reported on
the programs planned for 2018. Dave
Dozer will provide a program on bamboo rod
construction at the May 8 club meeting. We
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will also have a fly casting class with Dave’s
wife Marianne at 3:00 PM at the Leslie
Groves boat launch in Richland. A $15 fee is
required for attendance and the roster is
currently full. At 6:00 PM before the May 8
meeting, a table will be set up at Country
Gentleman for display of rods by Dave
Dozer and also CBFC members who want to
display their favorite rods.

For June we are planning a class on water
safety. Details are under development by
Board members and will be provided in the
May and June newsletters. Rich Holten,
Wanda Shearer and John Strand will
coordinate putting together the program.

The annual CBFC picnic will be hosted by
Dale Schielke at his home on Tuesday July
31. John Strand noted that Mike McWethy
has agreed to run the casting contest at the
picnic and Denny Kreid agreed to help Mike
set up and run the casting contest. Dale
Schielke noted that the Richland Rod and
Gun club will take the lead in running the
Salmon bake, scheduled for July27-28 ,2018.
Dale Schielke indicated a need for additional
members to be available that are certified for
food handling and Craig Anderson took an
action to make a request for volunteers to be
placed in front of the membership at the May
meeting.

For September John Strand is still working
on identifying a “star” presenter to kick off
the fall season in a manner that will
encourage member participation. Several
names were suggested in the meeting, which
John Strand will follow up on. October will
include reports of fly fishing outings enjoyed
by CBFC members over the summer. John
Strand is working on a program for
November. In December we will have the
annual CBFC Christmas party.

Newsletter Editors Report — Ron Reed

discussed the May newsletter and asked that
input be provided by COB May 1 for

Page 9 of 13



publication on May 3. As always,
contributions for the newsletter are invited.

Old Business
Youth Conservation Camp - We currently
have no candidates for CBFC support. Craig
Anderson encouraged board members to
solicit candidates and said he will do so again
in the May 8 meeting.

Heroes on the Water - Craig Anderson
continues efforts to establish a connection
with this organization with regard to possible
CBFC support and/or participation in one of
their activities supporting veterans. Jeff
Drowley suggested that CBFC consider
cooperating with Healing Waters as an
alternative to the Heroes on the Water
program. Jeff Drowley took and action to
follow up with the Healing Waters to
determine where we may go with this
suggestion.

Up Date on Planned Outings - The Sun Lakes
outing is May 2-5, 2018. Attendees need to
secure individual reservations

New Business
Reach Support - After discussion by the
Board, Dennis Dauble and Craig Anderson
took actions to follow up with planners of this
event to determine if/how CBFC may support
it. The timing is 10:00 - 2:00, May 12 2018.

The Anthony Lakes outing will be on August
14 -17, 2018. The group camp is reserved
for all comers and for these dates. However
the reservation is for mid week so if
attendees wish to stay the weekend they will
have to pay for and arrange for individual
camp sites. It may not be possible to do that
via the internet, as it is apparently first come
first serve.

Storage Shed Clean up - Craig Anderson
reported on results of a group of volunteers
who completed the needed clean up. The
primary follow up needed is to evaluate and
appropriately disposition a considerable

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

quantity of old CBFC records in particular to
determine what must be kept and what can
be destroyed. Craig Anderson and Denny
Kreid took actions to pursue this task with
help from the Board as may be needed. It
was recommended that financial records over
7 years old be scrapped; that only records
related to changes in By-Laws, Articles of
Incorporation be retained as permanent
records to meet 501(c) requirements; and
that old newsletters be kept. Jeff Drowley
volunteered to scan documents we wished to
retain.

Conservation Committee Report - Dennis

Dauble reported on discussions that he and
John Strand had with Paul Hoffarth and
Phillip Buser of the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) on January 30,
2018 concerning potential conservation
projects that might merit CBFC. Subjects
discussed included the following:

* Enhancement of Duffy pond, which is
inside of the levee south of the Cable
bridge

* Enhancement of a pond near the animal
shelter in Pasco which has 60 degree
water potentially suitable for trout

* Enhancement of windmill lake including
repair of an outlet structure and rehab
of the fish population

* Increasing bank access and other
improvements on Powerline lake

* Enhancement of Mesa Lake to improve
public access and use

* Increase access at the Chandler power
house on the Yakima to allow floating of
that stretch of the river

In summary, WDFW activity in 2018 most
likely for potential CBFC participation might
include the Windmill lake and Mesa Lake
projects. Dennis Dauble will continue to
track all of these opportunities.

Future Board Meetings — The May Board

May 2018 Newsletter

meeting will be on May 22, 2018, at
President Craig Anderson’s home.
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eBook
b yJaun ca Lvillo

REDBAND TROUT WATERS

S ——————
o

A beautifully photographed guide, in color,
with all you need to know to take a fly-fishing
road trip to central Oregon and fish for native
redband trout. Has information to use Bend,
OR, as your base camp; or, camp along the
Crooked, Deschutes or Metolius rivers. The
book contains hatch charts, selected
patterns, maps for access and camping, flows
and context, technique, and more. The book
is available as an eBook for $8.99 at:
https://www.smashwords.com/books/

Jointed Flies

bg Tim Skoraszewskl
from May 25th, 2015 Fly Fisherman

I am a firm believer that big flies catch big
fish. However, problems arise when
attempting to tie a truly large streamer on a
single hook shank. I tried at one time to tie
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some streamers on 10X long hooks, but they
had two major faults—poor leverage and a
lifeless, rigid appearance. Long streamer
hooks give the leverage advantage to the
fish, and any rolling, twisting, or jumping
tends to twist long-shank hooks out of a
fish’s mouth. Short-shank hooks are much
more effective at keeping a fish on the line.

Articulation solves these problems but
presents a new challenge—increased fouling
of the fly and line/leader. Anglers who are not
used to hurling a 5-inch streamer—and the
sinking-tip line that usually goes hand-in-
hand—need to practice smooth casting
strokes and long pauses to allow the line to
straighten and avoid tailing loops. Tailing
loops often cause articulated streamers to
foul. Learning the simple water haul
technique allows even novice anglers to fish
these patterns with a sinking-tip with little
trouble.

No matter which method you choose,
adding articulated flies to your boxes brings a
new facet to your fishing arsenal. Whether
you are fishing articulated nymphs or
streamers, the added movement and better
leverage leads to more fish landed, and
greater confidence when fighting salmon,
steelhead, bass, and other large gamefish.
Read more:

tyvin how-to-make-jointed-flies

#ixzz5CnCDJfws

Polittle and Fishwmo

Retirement Planning
& Consultation

Ron Reed
CEQ, CFO, UFO

No Cell, No Pager;
No Fax, No eMail
..... I'll call you!
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Bugs Up Close and
Personal

Link subwmitted bg Mike wade

Are you are curious about bugs that fish eat,
and would you like to get better at identifying

species you find at rivers, ponds, and lakes?
Maybe you would like to tweak some flies you
tie so they look a bit more realistic.

The North American Aquatic
Macroinvertebrate Digital Reference
Collection was developed by the US
Geological Survey. The NAAMDRC provides
users with public-domain, high-quality digital
photographs to help verify specimen
identifications. Here’s the website for you:
list

Everyone has a
Fish Story

BY PENNIS PAUBLE

[Excerpts from previously published in the
March 2018 Salmon-Trout-Steelheader |

During a series of road tours over the past
decade or so, I've encountered an interesting
collection of “fish stories.” Admittedly, many
tales are spawned when I'm bored and say to
a member of the general public, “I bet you
have a fish story.” Other times, a random
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encounter with a stranger leads to an
entertaining anecdote.

One problem is you never know how some
stories will end up. Recently a well-tanned
angler asked me to sign a book to his fishing
buddy that said, “"Keep on rowing.”

“What's that all about?” I asked.

“We were rafting the Deschutes when my
buddy asked me to take over the oars. ‘I
need to cut the sleeves off my shirt,’ he said.
When I asked for an explanation, he replied,
‘We're pulling over. I've got to find a large
bush to hide behind.”

You don’t have to be an avid angler to
have a connection to fish or fishing. Almost
everyone has a story to share although more
than one chance encounter has led me to
wonder if I had inadvertently opened up a
can of worms. What follows are a few
favorites.

Stories From the Road

The gas gauge read empty when I stopped
at a convenience store outside of Pendleton,
OR. The skinny attendant took his time, even
though I was the only vehicle at the pump.
He inserted my credit card, put his hands in
his pockets and looked up at the gray sky,
“Think the sun’s going to come out?”

Before I could answer, he embarked on a
fishing story. "Caught a steelhead on my day
off. Had to let it go because it was a natural.
Sure was a beauty.”

“At least you caught one,” I said. “It's
getting late in the season.”

“Caught it on a shrimp tail I dyed myself.
Soaked in Siberian shrimp oil. That stuff
really works. It was lying in between some
boulders. You could tell there were boulders
because of how the current looked. I had
been jigging for a couple of hours and
couldn’t get a thing. Then I switched to
shrimp with two little split shot. Those jiggers
can chase the fish out. Another guy was
jigging, but he was casting on the other
shore. Steelhead sure fight in strong current.”

That’s what I call hitting the high points.

Then there’s the member of my local fly
fishing club. Ron’s latest creation involves
using a golf ball for a terminal weight. “"They
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are slightly below neutral buoyancy,” he
explained over a foaming microbrew.
“Because of their shape, they roll along the
rock bottom and don’t get hung up like lead
weight. They're also heavy enough that you
can wing a long cast.

“Have you ever caught a fish using one? I
asked.

“Not yet.”

I recently stopped at a local record shop
where conversation turned to fishing. "I
haven't fished for several years, but I used to
enjoy doing so,” the pony-tailed proprietor
said, before sharing the following story.

“A friend of mine came into the store,
back in the day when I sold paraphernalia
and asked if I had any coke vials with cork
lids. I told him, those are the cheap ones.”

“I don't care,” he replied. "I need one that
floats.”

“When I pressed him why a cork lid, he
related that he liked to sit in his canvas chair
and smoke dope to help pass time while he
fished. Once, when he had a line out for
catfish, he decided to sweeten things up a bit
by taking a hit of coke. Reaching into his shirt
pocket, he knocked his trusty vial into the
water. Sploosh! It was gone. That's why he
wanted one with a cork lid.”

And all this time, I thought fishing was
about catching fish....

Expect the Unexpected

I often display jars of preserved fish at
Sportsman shows. A small sturgeon is my
biggest attractor. Once people hone in, they
examine other jars and play “guess the fish.”
A gap-toothed man in baggy shorts once
picked up a prickly sculpin jar and said, “Ever
noticed how they can shock you?”

I tried to explain without sounding
condescending. “Sculpin don’t have the
ability to electroshock you like an electric eel
might,” I replied. “Perhaps it’s because when
you rub your finger across their scales you
feel a prickly sensation. Just like the name.”

About then, his fishing buddy interrupted
our conversation to show me his patented
technique for pulling “penniwinkles” (i.e.,
caddis larvae) out of their case. “You place a
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penniwinkle in the crook of your thumb and
forefinger,” he said. "When bass swim in
there to eat it, I catch them.”

“That doesn’t happen very often,” said the
first man.

“More often than you think,” replied his
buddy.

Another crowd-attractor is the dried-out
carcass of a Chinook salmon that I found
nearly 40 years ago. Particularly impressive
are its large canine teeth and crooked kype.
Many are attracted to its macabre
appearance. Others wrinkle up their nose
although its odor is benign. I call the
mounted salmon my friendship test. If you
think it's cool, you are my friend.

A man recently pointed to the carcass and
said, “That’s a dogfish.”

“Actually, it’s a dried up Chinook salmon,”
I replied.

“"Doesn’t look like a salmon to me,” he
retorted.

Not wanting him to walk away mad, I
explained how the tail had folded over,
general placement and structure of its fins
and that teeth of salmon elongate at
spawhning time to sometimes resemble those
of a shark. “This fish came from the Hanford
Reach of the Columbia River,” I said.

" It's a dogfish,” he said emphatically,
before giving me the stink eye and backing
away. I thought to yell after him, “"Dogfish
live in the ocean 300 miles downstream from
the Hanford Reach.” But, I bit my tongue
because our chance encounter made for a
good story.
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