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MAY  2015  NEWSLETTER

2015 OFFICERS
 President - Jim Loomis
 509-946-0473 
 jeloomispe@aol.com 

 First VP-Membership
   Rich Holten
 Second VP-Programs
   Craig Anderson
 Treasurer
   Marty Ottem
 Secretary
   Mike Wade
 Directors at large
   Dale Schielke
   John Strand
   Rich Weaver
 Newsletter Editor
   Ron Reed
 Past President
   Rod Gilge

MEETINGS
 Second Tuesday of
 every month but March, 
July, and August at
 Country Gentlemen
 9221 W Clearwater
 Kennewick, WA
 6:00 pm - Wet Fly-no host
 6:30 pm - Dinner - $15
 7:15 pm - Program - free

MEMBERSHIP DUES
 $25/yr Individual&Family
 $35/yr Business
 To change your address     
 or phone number contact 
Rich Holten: 509 521-4291
rpba@charter.net 

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE

Did You Know
Club members may 
post "For Sale" or 

"Wanted" ads for fishing 
stuff in the Newsletter.  
See last page for help 

with submitting items to 
the Editor.

CLUB PURPOSE: To promote the sport of fly fishing, to conserve regional 
fishing resources, and to encourage friendship and cooperation among all anglers.
NEXT MEETING: May 12 at Country Gentlemen in Kennewick.  Starts at 6p.

PROGRAM: Salt Water Beach Fishing.  David Paul Williams is an attorney, 
realtor, writer and fly fisher.  He authored Fly Fishing for Western Smallmouth 

(Stackpole Books 
Jul 2014.)  David 
has spoken to the 
Club before, once 
on fishing for 
smallmouth and 
once on the 
Seven Devils 
Wilderness Area.  
He is Secretary 
and newsletter 
editor for the 
Washington 
State Council, 
Federation of 
Fly Fishers, a 
member of the 
Northwest Fly 
Anglers, and a 
member of the 

WDFW Inland Fish Policy Advisory Group.  Williams has an undergraduate 
degree in Business Administration and a JD, both from the University of 
Washington.  His website is www.thewriterealtor.com.  With his sense of 
humor and excellent photography, prepare for an interesting.program.

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS
8-9May Kids Fishing Day at Columbia Park Pond
15 May Sandy River Spey Clave
?? Jun CBFC Fly Casting Class, date TBD at May mtg
06 Jun CBFC Day-Outing to Leech Lake on White Pass
07 Jul CBFC Picnic
25 Jul Salmon Booth at Art-in-the-Park Show
11 Aug CBFC Weekend-Outing to East Lake, OR
10 Sep CBFC Weekend-Outing to Anthony Lakes, OR

mailto:jeloomispe@aol.com
mailto:rpba@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
http://www.thewriterealtor.com
http://www.thewriterealtor.com
mailto:jeloomispe@aol.com
mailto:rpba@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org


President’s Message
by Jim Loomis

Warmer weather has arrived and many fishing 
opportunities are available as most lake fishing 
seasons have opened.  Unfortunately our Lake 
Lenice outing was cancelled due to high winds, but I 
hope everyone will be able to get out during this 
great time of year before the weather becomes too 
hot.  I am looking forward to fishing some new lakes 
in the next few weeks. 

The Kid’s Fishing Days at the Columbia Park         
pond are this coming Friday and Saturday, May 8 
and 9.  This is a great opportunity to help kids catch 
fish and have some fun in the process.  If you would 
like to help and haven’t yet signed up, give Dale 
Schielke a call.  I hope to see you there.

The annual Sandy River Spey Clave  is May         
15 – 17 in Troutdale, OR.  Many of the notable 
northwest spey casters will be giving presentations.  
It is an opportunity to learn from the masters.  Mike 
Wade and I are attending and taking advantage of 
free casting lessons offered by the pros.

The board has decided to create a committee         
to coordinate ways for the club to increase our 
involvement in projects to improve fish habitat and 
other related conservation projects.  More 
information will be provided at the May meeting.  If 
you would be interested in participating or know of a 
deserving project, contact Dennis Dauble at the 
meeting.

The Club will sponsor a Fly Casting Class in         
June.  Firm dates will be set at May Club meeting.

Fishing Etiquette
(Editor’s Note:  The following article is excerpted and 
modified from “Flies of the Northwest - Completely New 
Edition” by the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club.  One part 
of the CBFC Club purpose is “to encourage 
friendship and cooperation among all anglers.”  
Following the customary code of polite behavior is 
fundamental to achieving this purpose.)

Fly anglers are generally a congenial bunch, but 
an otherwise fine day can be spoiled by bad 
manners.  In moving waters, most anglers move 
steadily through a drift, taking a step or two after 
every few casts.  Do not enter the water directly in 
front of another angler unless invited to do so.  Enter 
a respectful distance away, and follow the angler 
through the drift.  If the angler is not moving, it is

 permissible to fish to within a comfortable distance, 
leave the water, and then re-enter a cast or two 
beyond the stationary angler.

If you are drifting a river and come upon a wading 
angler, move to the other side of the river.  And don’t 
cast into the wading angler’s water as you pass.  If 
you can’t avoid a wading angler, stop and ask which 
passage route they would prefer you to make.  
Communication between floating and wading anglers 
is the best way to avoid problems.

In still waters too, hard feelings can result when 
encroaching on other’s need for space.  If you are 
using a flotation device and moving backward, watch 
where you are going to avoid other anglers.  Be 
aware of other anglers or folks who are in, or might 
move into, your backcast area.  If you are traveling in 
a power boat, stay well away from other anglers, and 
slow down as you pass or approach a fishing area.

When space is limited, a friendly smile and 
request to join an angler is usually effective.  In 
general, let common sense guide you in treating 
other anglers as you would like them to treat 
you.
 

Washington Youth
Conservation Camp

by  Ron Gilge 
For 63 years, the Washington State Youth 

Conservation Camp has been educating youth of 
the Pacific Northwest about the outdoors and how 
to wisely enjoy and conserve it for future 
generations.  Held at the Camp Moran 
Environmental Learning Center in Moran State Park 
on Orcas Island, the WSYCC instructs campers in 
many areas of outdoor activities.

This year the Girls Camp will be July 12-18 and 
the Boys Camp will be July 19-25.  The cost for the 
camp is $300.  Campers must be at least 12 but no 
older than 16 when the camp starts.

CBFC has budgeted money to send youth to 
camp again this year.  If you know of someone 
who is interested, please pass the information on 
to them and bring their information to the board for 
consideration.  First come, first serve.  Get 
applications to a CBFC Board member by June 9.
     Application forms and more information about the 
camp is available at their website.  
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Skwala
by Robert Newall

What the heck is a Skwala? And why should a fly 
fisherman be interested? First, Skwala is the 
common and scientific name of a medium sized 
stonefly, common in most trout streams of the 
West. Another common name is “springflies’. They 
are usually abundant and large. Second and most 
importantly, this stonefly emerges BEFORE the 
Spring runoff turns the streams high and dirty. So, it 

is one of the first 
opportunities for fly 
fishermen to fish a large 
dry fly in the spring. 
Adults are usually 
secretive and avoid 
sunlight. You have to be 
observant to find them at 
times. To see if adults are 
present, look under rocks 
near the water’s edge, and 

on vegetation near the water. If air temperature is 
warm enough, they will be flying. When depositing 
eggs, the females spend much time floating on the 
water surface.  

The Skwala is not well known except where it is 
abundant, and fishing sources keep fishermen 
informed of the hatch. For example, on the Bitteroot 
River in Montana, the hatch of this critter draws a 
crowd.

April and May are most common emergent times 
for adults. In Washington Blue Mountain streams, 
Skwalas generally emerge earlier during February 
and March. I found records of adults present in 
western Montana from March until August. There are 
two species of this insect. Both are similar in size, 

color and habitat 
requirements.

The nymphs crawl out of 
the water to emerge 
from their nymphal skin. 
Adults are secretive until 
mating flights and egg-
laying occurs. Adults are 
about ¾-inch long, with 
tails and antennae about 
as long as the body.  

The body is dark green to black with yellow showing 
between abdominal and leg segments. Wings are 
smoky brown. Males have shorter wings than 
females. They are a typical stonefly in shape. For 
more photos of and info about this insect go to 
www.troutnut.com , or search with Google Images.  
The Troutnut website is especially useful with many 
excellent insect photos. For Skwala pictures on that 
website, go to the STONEFLY section and look 
under the family PERLODIDAE.

I suspect that fly patterns like hoppers, small 
salmonflies, and muddlers would catch fish. Here’s a 

Skwala pattern I 
like.  I found this 
pattern in FLY TYER 
Magazine, Spring 
2014, page 28. This 
fly imitates the 
female Skwala 
depositing eggs.

Step 1: Tie on black 
foam; leave small tab 
at rear; leave front 
foam tab long for now.

Step 2: Tie on brown 
hackle and fine wire. 
Wrap green dubbing 
forward for body.

Step 3: Palmer hackle   
and wrap fine wire 
over the body and 
hackle. Tie off and 
trim.

Step 4: Tie on a deer 
hair wing. Wrap green 
dubbing ahead of 
wing.

Step 5: Pull foam 
back and tie off. Trim 
foam leaving a small 
tab. Add cement.

Step 6 Optional legs.
The original pattern 

did not have legs, but I think they add something to this 
pattern. Skwala fly patterns are not easy to find. Some 
research in Fly Tyer and California Fly Fisher 
magazines and similar sources will yield a few more 
patterns. Some fly shops have their own patterns. 
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Suspender Midge
by Craig Anderson

Just before the Annual Banquet, Dale Shielke 
brought me a box flies tied by Club members 
sometime prior to 1992.  I handed the box over to 
Reed Kaldor, but he hasn’t decided what to do with 
it.  If we had a museum, it probably ought to go in 
there.  The Suspender Midge pattern tied by our 
departed friend and charter member, Larry Worden 
was missing.  Mike McWethy was familiar with the 

fly and described it 
to me.  It took some 
digging on the 
Internet, but I think I 
found it.  It is a great 
looking pattern, so I 
tied some.  Here is 
how it goes:

Hook Standard dry fly hook, #20
Thread Black 8/0 or 14/0
Post White closed cell foam
Shuck Gold or Amber Z-Lon
Rib Chartreuse Crystal Flash (could it be 

anything different with Larry??)
Abdomen Tying thread
Thorax Peacock herl
Hackle Grizzly

1. Dress about 1/3 of the hook shank; tie on a small 
post, square in cross-section. 

2.  Advance the thread to the 
bend and tie on a small 
clump (10-12 fibers) of Z-
Lon for a small shuck.  
3.  Tie on the rib; make a 
smooth body of thread; 

advance the rib to just behind the post.
4. Build up a thorax of peacock behind and in front 

of the post. Add 
hackle and wrap 
behind the post.  
Whip finish.  

5.The finished fly 
is small, of course.

Yakima River Basin
Integrated Water 

Resource Mgmnt Plan
by Ron Reed

After decades of fighting and no action, water users 
throughout the region put aside their differences and 
crafted a water plan that meets everyone’s needs. 
The Plan provides water for agriculture, fish, and 
communities. Supporters for the Plan include 
irrigators, conservationists, recreation organizations, 
business groups, Republican and Democratic party 
organizations, and tribal, local, state, and federal 
governments and agencies.

A web search for this topic will yield many 
links.  See a fairly readable summary of the Plan at:  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/cwp/images/pdf/
SenAWRED11-12.pdf 

Big Four
by Dennis Dauble

Ken Gano and I fished Big Four reservoir on the 
Tucannon in mid-April. The only other fishers 
present were an Osprey and a Great Blue Heron. 
We never did figure out the secret fly. Caught fish 
mostly near the surface on Renegade, green Wooly 
Booger, red Chironomid below a bobber (Ken, not 
me), Adams, etc. Fish were active, but apparently 
from displacement; since there wasn't anything to eat 
as far as we could see. There was also nothing in 

their gut 
based 
on a 
sample 
size of 
two. The 
only 
theory 
we 
could 
come up 

with was the fish were leader shy and would strike 
only if they didn't see you. Most strikes were when a 
light breeze ruffled the water's surface. The picture 
Shows Ken crossing the Tucannon on a new log jam 
created as part of  WDFW/Tribe habitat-restoration 
activities. No need to bring your chest waders as 
long as you have “balance."
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East Lake Outing Update
Please RSVP

by Denny Kreid
The pot luck for our outing will be held at the 

East Lake Resort restaurant on Saturday evening, 
Aug 15, 2015.  The pot luck will start when the 
restaurant closes to customers at 7p.  We will can 
use the seating and tables inside the restaurant 
and on the deck. We will also have use of the 
kitchen.  Plan to use the kitchen only for 
refrigeration, heating, and reheating food in your 
containers.  Please do not plan on using restaurant 
pans, serving dishes, serving utensils.

Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, 
water, disposable plates and utensils will be provided 
by CBFC at no cost to diners.  We need a few 
volunteers to bring portable grills to cook burgers 
and hot dogs.  Members should plan to bring food to 
share, just as we do at the Annual Picnic. Suggested 
dishes to share include: chips and dip, veggie trays, 
fruit trays, salads, and desserts.  If you can manage 
it, hot dishes are welcome.  Bring your own drinks, 
which can include beer and wine.  

Sunriver Anglers Fly Fishing club members 
have been invited to participate in our outing, and in 
the pot luck dinner.   So, take advantage of the 
opportunity to meet some fellow fly fishers, and 
maybe get some inside information on fishing the 
Bend/Sunriver waters.

Also, the International Federation of Fly 
Fishers in having a Fly Fishing Fair in Bend this 
same weekend.

IMPORTANT -  People who do not yet have 
reservations for the outing should get reservations 
as soon as possible.  See April Newsletter for links 
to camping, lodging, and area information.  It will be 
a busy time in the Bend/Sunriver area!  Also, in order 
to plan for the outing, it is important for 
participants to let me know how many people will 
be in your family/group ASAP.  It would also be 
helpful to know where you have reservations. Please 
RSVP to Denny Kreid (509 943-3922) or email 
( dskreid@gmail.com ) now, or as soon as you get 
your reservations.  If you have questions on anything 
related to the planned outing contact Denny.

Conservation Initiative
Our Club by-laws include conservation of regional 
fishing resources as one of the three purposes of 
the Club.  In support of this stated purpose, Jim 
Loomis and Board of Directors have started an 
initiative to place more Club emphasis on 
conservation.

Dennis Dauble will be the lead in organizing an ad-
hoc committee of Club members to address this 
effort.  Please consider participating, and let 
Dennis know of your interest.  There are many ways 
to get involved.  The fish, we and future fishing 
fanatics, need your help.

Halibut on a Fly
by Mike McWethy

While working for my brother out of Kodiak, Alaska,  
on his commercial salmon seiner, we would fly fish 
between sets. The kelp beds in quiet bays of 
Afognak Island were good for an occasional Black 
Bass, and an occasional Silver Salmon. My brother 
told tales of seeing the occasional Halibut cruising in 
the bays. One evening the first mate was casting for 
salmon when we spotted a Halibut.  On the fourth 
cast, it chased the streamer down.  What a run it 
made.  We cranked up the motor on the skiff and 
gave chase, heading for the mouth of the small bay.  
When it seemed the Halibut would simply swim out 
into deeper water, it ran into shallow water on an 
island at the mouth and turned right around and 
headed back up the bay.  It went all the way to the 
end, again shallowed out and headed back.  About 
halfway back it tired and the first mate started to lean 
on it.  After another twenty minutes, he and my 
brother put two gaffs into it and had it aboard on the 
first try.  Ninety-four pounds of Halibut on a fly!

Your CBFC Library
by  Rich Holten 

Go to the Club Website to download a list of books, 
videos, and DVDs in the Club library.  You can 
check out library items by telephoning Rich Holten 
(521-4291) who will bring requested items to the next 
Club meeting.  Suggestions are welcome for library 
acquisitions that would be of interest to Club 
members.
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CBFC Board Meeting 
Minutes – April 28, 2015

Call to order:  7:05 PM
Board Members Present:  Jim Loomis, Marty 
Ottem, Mike Wade, Ron Reed, John Strand, Dale 
Schielke, Rod Gilge
Visitors:  Dennis Kreid

Conflict of Interest – None noted for any upcoming 
activities.

Secretary’s Report – Mike Wade presented the 
minutes from the March, 2015 meeting.  The minutes 
were reviewed and approved.

Treasurer’s Report – Marty Ottem reported that our 
annual filing has been accepted by the IRS.  He also 
presented the Profit and Loss Statement and 
monthly financial summary.  The Club’s finances 
remain in good shape.  The Board discussed the 
upcoming Kid’s Fishing Day and approved a 
donation of $500, with provisions for a future 
donation if the organization needs it. 

VP Membership Report – Rich Holten was absent, 
but provided information to Jim Loomis that the club 
is up to 110 paid memberships. 

Programs Report – Craig Anderson was absent, but 
provided information that the speakers for May and 
June are confirmed.  David Paul Williams will speak 
at the May meeting on saltwater beach fishing.  
Carol Morris will speak at the June meeting on 
fishing photography.

Newsletter Editor’s Report – Ron Reed reported that 
newsletter preparation is going smoothly.  He will 
write an article about the Conservation Camp and 
solicit applications for camperships.  The Board has 
set a deadline of June 9 for the application deadline.

Other Business –
Country Gentleman – The Board discussed 

and approved a motion to extend our contract with 
the Country Gentleman for the monthly dinner 
meeting through the end of the year.

Conservation Projects – Jim Loomis asked 
the Board to consider the potential for getting the 
club more involved in conservation efforts, in keeping 
with the club’s purpose “to conserve regional fishing 
resources.”  Activities could include “hands on” 
projects, political support of WDFW projects, 
donations to other conservation organizations, etc.  
The Board discussed and approved establishment of 
a Conservation Committee and will solicit volunteers 
for a chairman and members through the newsletter 
and at the May monthly meeting.

Outings – Dennis Kreid reported on the East 
Lake outing plans.  Due to the facility restrictions at 
the campground, siting and cooking for the potluck 
dinner is complicated.  After discussion, the Board 
approved having the club purchase supplies for hot 
dogs and hamburgers and ask members to provide 
simple side dishes to share.  In addition, the RV park 
has offered to rent their restaurant to the club for a 
nominal fee which will greatly simplify things and 
provides shelter should inclement weather arrive.  
The Board approved funds for this, as well.

Salmon Booth – Dale Schielke reminded the 
Board that this year CBFC has the lead for the 
annual Art in the Park Salmon Booth, our principal 
fund raiser of the year.  Setup will occur on July 23 
and the booth will be open on July 24 and 25. 
Volunteer signup sheets will be available at the May 
and June monthly meetings.

Picnic – Dennis Kreid reminded the Board 
that the annual picnic will be July 7 this year, one 
week earlier than usual.  An announcement will be 
placed in the newsletter.

Meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Mike Wade, Secretary
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters         
Post Office Box 791        
Richland, WA 99352 2015           

Date: _____________________        

Name_______________________________        
 Renewal, no change in address/phone/    

email

Street Address:        
_________________________________        
City:______________________________        
State: _______ZipCode:_______________        

Primary Phone: _________________        
Work Phone:  _________________            
Email:________________________________        

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business        

__________________________________         

__________________________________         

__________________________________         

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)        
Please make checks payable to CBFC        

 Family Membership ($25) 
 Business Membership ($35) Includes 

business card size advert in all newsletters. 
Send artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor

 Prefer to receive Newsletter by eMail 
 Need to receive hardcopy of Newsletter

Who can we thank for referring you to our                 
Club?        
_________________________________________        

To be completed by Treasurer:        
___Cash  __ Check #__________        
Membership Database updated:_________        

WEB HOT-LINKS to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 
patterns

OTHER FISHING CLUBS 
Fly Fishing Clubs  in Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs  in Washington that belong 
to the International Federation of Fly Fishers

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations 

Washington Fishing Regulations & 
Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule Updates

FISHING INFORMATION
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing 
Information

Columbia Basin Bulletin's objective is to keep 
readers fully informed about significant 
developments related to salmon and steelhead 
recovery and other important Columbia/Snake River 
Basin fish and wildlife issues.
 
Current and historical river and stream data for 
Washington State by USGS.

CONSERVATION 
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future availability 
of coastal resources for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the general public.

The Freshwater Trust 

Wild Fish Conservancy. 

Native Fish Society. 
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Going Fishing Guide Service  
Bruce Hewitt 

Washington and USCG licensed and insured  
Burbank, WA 99323  
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon. 
goingfishing@catchingmorefish.com

FISHERS:  Please submit your fish stories, 
reports, and pictures for future Newsletters.  
Even BIG fish tales are OK.  Also, tell us where 
to, when to, how to, what to use, to catch the 
BIG one.  Also, what’s your favorite fishing 
accessory, book, magazine?  Please eMail text 
as MS-filename.doc or Apple-filename.pages. 
Prefer original, unedited image files in 
(filename.jpeg) format.  Also, please identify 
people and places shown in your photographs.  

Deadline for submissions is first day of 
month for that month’s issue.  If your article 
cannot be used for the next issue, it will be held 
in reserve for future issues.  Ron Reed, editor.
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