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June 2017

DO YOU KNOW 

Stress is caused 
by not fishing 

enough!

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

Jul   ??   Spey Casting Clinic 
Aug   8   Club picnic 
Aug 16-18  Anthony Lakes Outing 
Sep   7-10  Lochsa River Outing 
Sep  23   Scooteney Reservoir

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, and encourage friendship and cooperation among all 
anglers. 

NEXT MEETING:  13June at CG Public House & Catering 
(formerly Country Gentlemen) in Kennewick. Starts 6p 

PROGRAM: The Art and Science of Reading the Water. Marc 
Williamson, owner of Fall River Fly Fishing in Scappoose, OR.  
Marc will discuss how to 
read moving water, 
highlighting the needs of 
trout. He will define the 
types of flies that are 
present in a stream or 
river, and explain why 
trout choose the 
locations they do. 
 A certified fly fishing 
guide and instructor, 
Marc teaches fly fishing 
throughout the Pacific 
Northwest. He co-
instructs a fly fishing 
school at Clydehurst 
Ranch in the Bolder River Valley near McLeod, MT. He is also a 
long time member of IFFF, and is a co-founder and co-Director of 
Northwest Christian Fly Fishing, Inc., which has presented a 
Christian Fly Camp since 1995. Marc had a 45-yr career as an 
educator as a teacher, principal, Assistant Superintendent, and 
Professor of Education at Warner Pacific College, Portland, OR.

2017 OFFICERS 
 President-Mike Wade 
 509 713-0859 
 Mike's email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VPPrograms: 
   John Strand 
 Treasurer: 
   Jeff Drowley 
 Secretary: 
   Denny Kreid 
 Directors at large: 
   Craig Anderson 
   Dennis Collins 
   Ted Lewis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Ron Reed 
 Past President: 
   Ted Poston 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 

 6:00p -Wet Fly, no 
 host 
 6:30p -Dinner-$15 
 7:15p -Free Program 

MEMBERSHIP 
DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info  please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
email 

CBFC CLUB 
WEBSITE 

MARC WILLIAMSON

mailto:mike@wadesmail.net?subject=
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
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Mike’s Musings 
by Mike Wade 

The calendar says it is almost summer, but 
the thermometer can’t seem to make up its 
mind.  We have had some pretty warm days 
already, but also some unseasonably cool 
ones lately.  We all know that won’t last much 
longer, so better get out to your favorite 
fishing hole before it becomes someone else’s 
favorite swimming hole.  Or maybe this is the 
year to finally start targeting warm water 
species like smallmouth bass and carp?  That 
can extend the fishing season indefinitely and 
is something I definitely want to do this year. 

June 13 marks the last club meeting before 
our summer break, but we do have summer 
events, such as the annual picnic, salmon 
booth, Lochsa River, and Anthony Lakes 
outings to keep you in touch with your fellow 
members before our next regular meeting in 
September. Look for details later in the 
newsletter and be sure to sign up. 

Tucannon River Large 
Wood Project Activity 

We promised at the public meetings that I 
would send out an email when I got more 
details about the timeframe for the Large 
Wood helicopter project that is occurring on 
the Wooten Wildlife Area this year. That 
project will take place July 15-27. Periodic 
road closures will occur while the helicopter 
hauls trees and boulders over the Tucannon 
Road. 

Campground 5 will also be closed to camping 
during that period, because it will be used as 
the helicopter landing pad.Please contact me 
with any questions you may have. 
Kari Dingman 
Assistant Wildlife Area Manager 
W.T. Wooten Wildlife Area 
2134 Tucannon Road 
Pomeroy, WA 99347 
509-843-1530 

Annual CBFC Club 
Picnic in August 

In lieu of a regular monthly meeting, the Club 
will have their annual CBFC picnic on 
Tuesday, 8Aug.  Starts at 6p at the home 
of Dale & LouAnn Schielke. The Schielke's 
live at 2635 Harris Ave, Richland, near WSU 
Tri-Cities and Hanford School. Directions:  
From George Washington Way, turn East on 
Sprout Road, then turn right on Harris Ave, to 
4th house on the right. Club members, their 
families, and guests are welcome. 

The general guidelines for the picnic are:  
Every family should bring bring their own 
meat/fish/etc.Several grills will be available 
to start cooking about 6:30p.  Plus, bring 
something to share such as salad, fruit tray, 
desert, bread/rolls, chips/dip, hot dish, wine.  
The CBFC will provide paper plates, 
plastic utensils, plastic cups, napkins, 
condiments, water, beer, and pop.  There 
should be enough tables provided and some 
chairs, but please bring a few chairs if 
convenient.  LouAnn will be glad to lead a 
tour of her beautiful dahlia gardens if you are 
interested, or you may walk around at your 
leisure.  It will be a fun evening of tasty eats 
and great conversation along with a few fish 
stories. If someone is organizing games they 
are welcome to use the yard or school field 
behind our place. 

Missing Items?? 
by Dale Schielke 

A couple of needle nose pliers and volunteer 
vests were not returned at the end of the 
event KOE (Kids Fishing Event) at Columbia 
Park Pond. If these items inadvertently ended 
up in your gear, you can return them to 
Marilyn Steele 392-2128, or bring them to 
the CBFC monthly meeting and give to Dale 
Schielke. 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters June 2017 Newsletter Page �  of �2 12



Scooteney Reservoir 
Small & Largemouth 

Bass Club Outing 
by John Strand 

A warm water fishing outing is planned for 
23September at Scooteney Reservoir which 
is about 6 miles west of Connell, WA, just off 
SR- 17. The reservoir is a best kept 
secret. It is abundantly populated by small 
and largemouth bass, walleye, crappie, 
bluegill, and yellow perch. It is not only a 
good place to fish in the summer; but, is a 
good place to hunt in the fall, and ice-fish in 
the winter. 
 You can fish from the shoreline, a boat, 
pontoon, kayak, or float tube. Woolly 
buggers, leeches, and bunnies work for bass. 
Clouser minnows will take walleye. Panfish 
streamers and small bunnies will take 
bluegill, crappie and perch. Try a wooly on 
carp. 
 Scooteney Reservoir covers 710 acres, 
and is managed by the Bureau of 
Reclamation. There are camping sites, picnic 
facilities, and toilets. Day use is free. There is 
a $7.50/day charge for overnight camping,  
which is open until September 30th. The 
parking lots, boat launches, and pit toilets 
remain open all year. Find more info at: 
(http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/
washington/140)Scooteney Reservoir 

 More info about the Scooteney Reservoir 
outing will be available in our Summer Club 
newsletters and at the September meeting.  
Contact John Strand (509-943-4347) if you 
are interested. 

Loop Knot 
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Going Fishing Guide Service  
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and insured 
Burbank, WA 99323  
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the Editor 

if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE 
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
 to them, and bring them to the next meeting.  

tight lines and BIG fish.
Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/140
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/140
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/140


Better Fish 
& Critter Pics 

by Ron Reed 

As most of our Club members can attest, we 
enjoy fishing partly because the sport gets us 
outdoors. And, we are often in environments 
that are home to all kinds of wildlife other 

than fish. With a mobile phone that takes 
photos, or a small point-and-shoot digital 
camera in a vest pocket, we can be ready to 
capture that serendipity nature photo 
just about anywhere, anytime an opportunity 
presents. 

Here’s a refresher lesson of a two 
photography principles that can 
improve your photos: 1) Rule 
of Thirds, and 2) Closer. 

There is rarely enough time to set 
up your camera for the perfect 
shot of wildlife. So, take the shot 
as best you can, and later do some 
digital editing to make 
adjustments. 

The original picture of the weasel is fairly 
typical of many photos we take: the center of 
interest, or focal point, is bulls-eyed in the 
middle, and is pretty small compared to the 
rest of the image. Crop away extraneous 
stuff, and move the focal point to one of the 
intersections of an imaginary tic-tac-toe grid.  
With these two simple adjustments, the 
picture becomes more artfully composed and 

more descriptive of the critter.  

I prefer a finished image with a 
landscape aspect ratio of 16:9 
(length to width) because I like 
to view the pictures on my 
wide-screen TV, and wide-
screen desktop computer. The 
16:9 ratio fills both screens 
without black borders, 
distortion, or additional 
cropping.  

Many newer, point-and-shoot 
cameras and cell phones allow 
you to pre-set the aspect ratio 
of you photos. Set the camera 
to take pictures in the format 
that you like to view them. And, 
many newer cameras will allow 
you to see a tic-tac-toe grid on 

the viewfinder. The Rule of Thirds applies to 
all aspect ratios. Get close and use the 
viewfinder grid to help compose the original 
picture by thirds and avoid editing later. 
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Falling In 
or Watery Stories 

by Mike McWethy 

My friend Jerry had a knack for falling in. 
While standing on the top of a large rock and 
surveying a steelhead hole in the San 
Lorenzo River, the moss on the rock released, 
sending Jerry sliding down the rock into the 
hole. As he floated the length of the pool, he 
apologized profusely to the fishermen at the 
bottom, noting reluctantly that the only 
‘takeout’ on the rock-lined pool, was right at 
their casting position. 

Jerry and I fished the mouth of a small 
California creek, reputedly holding steelhead 
in a hole in the bar. The surf was high that 
day. I glanced over to Jerry and saw him 
down and being rolled right up the beach by 
the infamous ‘seventh’ wave. The surf had 
washed his feet deeply into the bar and the 
wave had just bowled him over. It wasn’t so 
much the 50-degree water as it was the sand 

and gravel filling his waders that made this a 
'water-wings’ event. 

While fishing the Yellowstone with Jerry and 
friends, we all spread out on a nice run. 
Glancing downstream, I saw Jerry’s friend’s 
hat floating by itself. Then a head popped up 
momentarily, and then down again…. and 
again, and again. I’m on a dead run 
downstream when he stands up in waist-deep 
water. I’m really puzzled until he waves his 
rod above his head and yells triumphantly 
"I’ve got it!." He had dropped his rod and was 
bobbing downriver reaching for it on the 
bottom in three feet of water. Whereas, I was 
thinking six feet of water. But, he was just as 
wet with three feet as with six feet. 

Understanding 
Engineers 

 What is the difference between mechanical 
engineers and civil engineers?  
 Mechanical engineers build weapons. Civil 
engineers build targets. 
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EMERGERS? 
and CRIPPLES? 

by Ron Reed 
Questions: How big should an emerger fly 
pattern be…. larger, smaller, or same size as 
the nymph or dun of the insect you are trying 
to imitate? Where should you position the fly 
in the water column?  

How important is realism for a fly fished sub-
surface versus one on the surface? Would a 
realistic imitation be more effective 
underwater than a not-so-realistic imitation? 

CBFC Club Free 
Casting Class 

by Russ Brown 
The Club held two, basic, fly-casting classes 
for beginners at Columbia Park on 11 and 
13May. Twenty-seven folks signed up for the 
classes at the Sportsman's Show last 
January. When contacted recently, several 
indicated they would attend one or both of 
the classes. The weather didn't cooperate this 
year; but, in spite of the wind and threat of 
rain, six folks attended on 11May, and six on 
13May. 

Ted Poston and Reed Kaldor provided 
assistance; and, as usual, did a great job 
helping me. Everyone got a lot of personal 
attention. The majority of the class time 
covered basic, overhead casting and loop 
control. The different uses of the false casts, 
shooting line for more distance, and 
adjustments for wind were also covered and 
practiced on grass.  

Then class was moved to the Columbia Park 
Pond where roll casting was accomplished by 
everyone even though the wind was blowing 
pretty good. In addition to demonstrations 
and the hands-on casting, the students 
learned about fly-rod types, rod assembly, 
matching the fly line to the rod, line types 
and uses, and a couple of knots.  A special 
thanks to Ted and Reed for all their 
assistance again this year. 
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TROUT VIEW OF 
EMERGING MAYFLIES

CRIPPLE IN
SURFACE FILM



Lochsa River Outing   
September 7-10, 2017 

by Craig Anderson 
The Club outing to the Wilderness Gateway 
Campground on the Lochsa River is set for the 
weekend after Labor Day. The campground is 122 
miles east of Lewiston, ID, on US 12. The Lochsa 
River is populated by Westslope Cutthroat trout. 
The Lochsa joins the Selway to form the 
Clearwater River. Some members like to travel 
the short distance from Gateway to fish the 
Selway, which is another great trout river. 
 The Lochsa is a barbless, no-bait venue. I 
have been checked twice by the Idaho State 
Police for a barbless fly. The river flow during 
September should be ideal for wading, and 
getting to some spots that are inaccessible earlier 
in the year. There are plenty of pullouts with easy 
access to get to the river from the highway, which 
runs right next to the river for many miles. 
Access to some good fishing spots requires 
bushwhacking down steep, rip-rap embankments. 
So, a suggestion for the more athletic among us, 
is to bring a knotted rope to tie to the guardrails 
to assist you in getting down to the river and 
back up. Idaho fishing licenses are available on-
line, or in sports shops in Orofino. 
 Rod Gilge and I are sponsoring the event. If 
you want to attend, make your campsite 
reservations ASAP at Recreation.gov. The 
weekend after Labor Day is not that busy, but if 
you have a preference on a loop or a particular 
type of site, now is the time to make your 
reservations. I will be staying in the C loop 
(C-13). On prior trips, most of us have stayed in 
either the B or C loops. The gazebo is reserved 
for group activities the nights of the 8th and 9th. 
Rod and I will host dinner on the evening of 
the 9th, providing burgers, hot dogs, condiments, 
dishes and utensils. All are asked to bring a dish 
to share this night. Last year we had an 
abundance of salads, so I suggest if your last 
name begins with A-N, bring a salad or dessert, 
and if M-Z, something different…beans, 
vegetable, rice or pasta dish, or other starch, 
such as potato salad or macaroni salad. 
 There will be another reminder of this event 
before the Fall. With the summer months upon us 
and no monthly meetings, this outing will creep 
up on us before we know it, so make your plans 
now to attend. Expect great fishing, beautiful 
country, and cooler weather than our usual time 
for this outing!! 

Anthony Lakes Outing   
August 16-19, 2017 

by Craig Anderson 
We are changing the time for our annual 
Anthony Lakes Club outing which is normally  
the weekend after Labor Day. The outing will be a 
few weeks earlier; because, another group got 
the group camp reserved before we checked. This 
may work out better. If we get a repeat of the 
cold winter we had last year, we could see snow 
at Anthony shortly after Labor Day, which has 
happened before. Trophy trout will be stocked in 
the lake on the 4th of July weekend and on July 
16-22, a little over a thousand fish each time. 
Besides being stocked with rainbows, the lake 
holds a population of beautiful brookies. These 
will be the last stockings for the year. Fishing 
sooner after the plant might improve our catch-
rate over fishing a month later after Labor Day. 
 For those who haven’t gone before, Anthony 
Lakes is located in the Elkhorn Range between 
LaGrande and Baker City, OR, west of I-84. The 
lake elevation is ~7000 ft, and is surrounded by 
8000-9000 foot mountains. The group camp is 
designed to hold ten RVs; plus, there are a few 
tent sites available. The lake is a short walk, 
maybe 75 yards, from the campsite. I will serve a 
traditional spaghetti dinner on Friday night, the 
18th. Typically, we have a camp fire each evening 
managed by our resident pyromaniac, Ted 
Poston. There are vault toilets in the group camp 
and water spigots, but no hookups. This is an 
opportunity to fish a high mountain lake that you 
can drive to, and to stay in a nicely maintained 
group camp with fellow Casters. 
 Directions: From the Tri-Cities, go south on 
I-82 to I-84, then east toward Pendleton. Stay on 
I-84 21 miles past LaGrande to the North Powder 
exit. Head west (right) at the end of the exit 
ramp and follow the main road for about five 
miles to a tee about a third of a mile after a sharp 
left bend. Take a right at tee and follow the road 
for about 15 miles up the hill. The group camp is 
on the right as you turn into the camping/lake 
area. If you get to the ski resort, you have gone 
too far. 
 The group camp is limited to 10 campers, 60 
people. So, please RSVP me (378-7849). The first 
ten to call will be guaranteed a spot…after 
that…???? Also, we must be out of the group 
camp by noon on the 19th, Saturday. So if you 
want to stay longer, make a reservation at the 
individual sites through Recreation.gov. Hope you 
join us for this fun outing!! 
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 
6,000 patterns 

 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that 
belong to the International Federation of 
Fly Fishers 

 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 

Oregon Fishing Regulations  

Washington Fishing Regulations & 
Seasons 

Washington Emergency Rule 
Updates 

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 
States 

 FISHING INFORMATION 
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing 
Information 

Oregon Fishing Resources and 
Information 

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing 
Information 

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and 
steelhead recovery and other important 
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 

 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s 
purpose is to advise and educate the public 
on conservation of marine resources. CCA’s 
objective is to conserve, promote, and 
enhance present and future availability of 
coastal resources. 

Wild Fish Conservancy. 
  
Native Fish Society.  

Wild Salmon Center. 

Trout Unlimited. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 

 Date: _____________________ 

 Name_____________________________ 
Renewal, no change in address/phones/  

email  

 Street Address:_____________________ 
 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 

 Primary Phone: _______________ 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 

 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes 

business-card size, fishing-related advert 
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg 
digital file to editor 

 Who can we thank for referring you to our 
 Club? 
 __________________________________ 

 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
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http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/


16 May 2017 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Ted Poston 

Mike Wade called the meeting to order at 7:01 
pm. 
Board members present: Mike Wade, John 
Strand, Ron Reed, Dennis Collins, Ted Lewis, Ted 
Poston. 

There was no Secretary, Membership or Treasurer 
report as Dennis Kreid, Rich Holten and Jeff 
Drowley were absent. 

Programs- John Strand reported on the speaker 
schedule for the remainder of the calendar year. 
In June, Mark Williams, a guide with Fall River Fly 
Fishing will present on reading moving water in 
streams. There are no meetings scheduled over 
the summer until September. In September, Brad 
Trumbo, Fish Biologist for the Army Corps of 
Engineers in Walla Walla, will speak on Fish 
Habitat programs. In October, club members will 
present shows on their summer fishing trips. In 
November, Craig Schuhmann, an editor for Fly 
Fishing and Tying Journal will speak on fish 
vision. December will be the annual Christmas 
gift exchange.  In January, Chad Jackson, North 
Central office for WDFW in Ephrata, will speak on 
fishing opportunities in the Quincy Lake District. 

Newsletter Report – Ron Reed reported that 
submissions for the June Newsletter were due on 
Monday, June 5, 2017. 

Conservation Report – Dennis Dauble was not 
available and no conservation report was given. 

Other Business 
Youth Conservation Camp – the board has not yet 
issued a call for Youth Conservation camp 
scholarships – however we have received one 
application. CBFC sponsors several scholarships 
for both girls and boys each year. See article 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Outings – Plans are moving forward for outings at 
Anthony Lake (August 16-19) and the Lochsa 
River (September 8-10). Craig Anderson and 
Rod Gilge are coordinating these trips. John 
Strand proposed an outing for September 23 at 
Scooteney Reservoir for bass. 

Annual Picnic – Dale and LouAnn Schielke have 
volunteered to host the Annual Picnic at their 
residence in Richland on August 8, 2017. 

Salmon Booth – Dale Schielke has submitted 
the application for the salmon booth to the city of 
Richland. The Salmon Booth has been one of the 
most successful fund raisers for the Columbia 
Basin Fly Casters and the Richland Rod and Gun 
Club. The Club is seeking volunteers to assist 
more in the planning, operation and oversight of 
the Salmon booth. 

Casting Class – Ted Poston reported on the 
casting class at Columbia Park. Russ Brown led 
the classes that were were held on May 11 and 
13; about 7 people attended Thursdays session 
and 6 attended Saturday’s session. Both days 
were windy and cool and that may have 
influenced attendance. Reed Kaldor and Ted 
Poston helped. An article will be prepared for the 
newsletter. 

Spey Casting Class – Ted Poston presented a 
model for the spey casting class that will 
conducted by Club members. This involves a 
knowledgeable lead instructor with 4-5 
subordinate instructors that will work with groups 
of 2-4 participants. We are looking at holding the 
class on the Yakima River at the Van Geissen 
Bridge where both sides of the river can be 
accessed. The curriculum will include CD and 
written materials from the Club’s library, YouTube 
videos, and the experience of Club members with 
experience in spey casting. 

Water Safety - Ted Poston considered options 
for addressing water safety issues and promoting 
water safety as it pertains to fly fishing. Concerns 
arise from use of pontoon boats, float tubes, hip 
and cheat waters.  Because of other activities, 
the board will assess Club interest in this topic 
and will consider options of safety exercises later 
in the year. 

Casting for Recovery – CFR is in the process of its 
fundraising for 2017. The Club donates to this 
organization (as well as Western Rivers 
Conservancy) and the Board has budgeted 
support for 2017. We are investigating other 
ways we can support the organization and Ted 
Poston is the point of contact. A fly donation was 
discussed along with individual donations. CFR 
will be contacted regarding the fly donation and 
ideas on other ways we can support their 
mission. 
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Henry’s Lake 2017 
Gillnet Survey 

Excerpts from Department of Idaho Fish & 
Game website. 

"The 2017 gillnetting process has been 
completed. The IDFG crew netted 9 nights 
and set a total of 50 nets for the survey. The 
crew and volunteers spent approximately 200 
man hours collecting data. This large scale 
survey provides a comprehensive look at the 
fish population at Henrys Lake." 
You can read more about the survey here: 

https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/
2017/05/henrys-lake-2017-gillnet-
survey  

Encourage Friendship 
and Cooperation 

Among All Anglers 
If the title of this article looks familiar, it 
should. It is part of the purpose of the 
Columbia Basin Fly Caster’s organization. 
Take a couple minutes and watch this video 
produced by the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game: 
Fishing with the Crowd  

Spey Casting Work-
Shop in July 

by Ted Poston 

This July, Reed Kaldor will lead a workshop 
on spey and switch-rod casting. The 
workshop addresses several Club member 
requests. The workshop will be held locally 
at a place yet to be determined on a week 
day evening after river flows have subsided. 
We believe that it will be more effective to 
have a group workshop, rather than formal 
instruction provided by a guide at some 
distant location. 
 Other Club members with spey-casting 
experience are needed and asked to assist 
with instruction and coaching. Participants 
need to review spey casting videos and 
instruction materials available from the Club 
library prior to the workshop. Please let us 
know if you would like to participate. Contact 
Reed Kaldor at 509 372-1992 or 
rakal@aol.com;or contact Ted Poston at 
509 438-0531 or tmpkay29@charter.net 

Fish'n Report on 
Beda Lake 

  Grant County 
by Ted Poston 

Ken Gano and I fished Beda Lake a couple of 
weeks ago.  Fish were hitting on dries and 
wets. The Kreid Leech towed behind a woolly 
bugger worked very well as did a size 14 
stimulator.  Orange was the goto color for the 
leech. Ken pumped the stomachs of several 
fish; and, many were empty suggesting that 
the fish were not feeding.  Sorry, no pics, the 
rainbows ranged from 8-13 inches max. 
Some put up a decent fight.

 (WDFW website about Beda)

Columbia Basin Fly Casters June 2017 Newsletter Page �  of �10 12

https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2017/05/henrys-lake-2017-gillnet-survey
https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2017/05/henrys-lake-2017-gillnet-survey
https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2017/05/henrys-lake-2017-gillnet-survey
https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2017/05/fishing-crowd
mailto:rakal@aol.com
mailto:tmpkay29@charter.net
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/374/


Getting Your Fish Fix 
by Dennis Dauble 

 I hadn’t gone fishing for over a week and I 
needed a fish fix. Okay, I lie. I fished the lower 
Umatilla River two days ago and caught a 12-lb 
springer, but once you catch a springer you are 
addicted. You need to catch another one and 
soon. My dilemma is promising to spend the day 
with my 93 year-old Mom. I quickly assess that 
taking the long way to Walla Walla through 
Umatilla will allow me to cast for springers and 
arrive at her house before noon. 
 So I hit the road with salmon gear, my fly vest 
and four-piece Reddington fly rod nestled in the 
back of my truck. One hour of casting roe in 
Chinaman’s Hole produces no result so I motor 
east through Wallula Gap passing a steady lineup 
of RVs getting an early start on Memorial Day 
weekend. After paying bills, fixing lunch and 
watching dickey birds on the back porch with 
Mom, I share that I plan to try upper Mill Creek 
for trout.  
 “I wouldn’t mind going along,” Mom replies. 
 “But there’s no place for you to hike,” I say. 
(Did I mention she relies on a walker to get 
around the house?) “I guess I could park you in 
the shade while I wet a line. It might mean 
skipping your afternoon nap though.” 
 “I’ll take my binoculars and look for birds,” she 
replies. “And my pillow in case I get tired.” 
 So we take a scenic drive up Mill Creek, my 
hopes for serious fishing dashed. However, there 
are only so many sunshine days in May where 
you can look for song sparrows with your 93-year 
old Mom. 
 I pass mile after mile of “No Trespassing” 
signs before reaching the upper watershed. Steep 
shale slopes and dense undergrowth block easy 
routes to the creek. I find a wide spot in the road 
where I imagine public access is allowed, leave 
Mom with her binoculars and drop over the edge 
of the road to a short stretch of fishable water. 
Bank-full flows lead to treacherous wading in 
thigh-deep snowmelt, but it is fishing 
nonetheless. I tie on a Parachute Adams working 
my way upstream through pocket pools shaded 
by overhanging alder. No takers. Hmmm. Are 
there no trout or is the problem no bug action? I 
swap patterns to a #12 Stimulator before my line 
tightens to the dance of a small rainbow trout. I 
hold the fish in the palm of my hand to admire 
before dropping it back into the river. There is 
magic in the first trout of the year even if it is 
only 6-inches long.  

 A long stretch of barren riffles and guilt about 
leaving Mom alone dampens my enthusiasm. I 
elect to quit for the day but vow to return when 
flows have dropped, a mayfly hatch is on and I 
have more time. Bare ankles scratched and 
bloody from encounters with thorny blackberry 
vines, I hike back to my truck where Mom 
patiently sits, binoculars in her lap. “See any 
birds?” I ask.  
 “Nothing flew by,” she replies. “I heard a song 
sparrow though. How was fishing?” 
 “Sorry I didn’t catch you a dinner trout, but 
thanks for letting me fish,” I say, like the good 
son I try to be when fishing doesn’t get in the 
way. 

 Sometimes your reward is found in heaven. 
Mine came the following morning when I get a 
call from my bass fishing buddy Wayne. “We 
caught a ton of smallies in upper Crow Butte last 
week,” he said. They were small and skinny but 
action was good all day long.” 
 So I pack my six-weight and a handful of 
meaty flies, hoping that bass are still on the nest. 
As things turn out they had moved to the 
Columbia River and deep water, but thanks to 
Wayne’s electronic diary of a thousand GPS way-
points, we catch and release over 80 bass up to 
3½ lbs in size on curly tail jigs over the course of 
the afternoon.  
 It took three different angling venues, a few 
extra road miles, and 36 hours from the time I 
started; but, I finally got my fish fix. 
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Get to Know 
Club Members 

Dianne Warrant 
Tell us about your first fish.I was 10 years 
old. Went fishing by myself. It was a trout 
about 10"or more. I released it because I 
didn't know the regulations. My stepdad was 
very interested where I was fishing. 
Who taught you to fish? My stepdad. He 
was a outdoors man. 
What are some local venues you like to 
fish? I don't fish in TriCities. I like to leave 
town. 
What are some destination venues you 
like to fish? Jackson,Montana. Good place to 
camp and fish. Beautiful sky and mountains. 
What kind of fish do you target most 
often? Trout. 
What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? What ever gives me 
updated information about fishing in areas 
close by. 
What is it about the sport of fishing that 
keeps you involved? Getting out and 
enjoying the areas we visit. I've always 
enjoyed fishing since I was a young girl. 
Gives me peace and quiet. I was a single 
mom for most of my children's growing up 
years. So I taught them how to fish. The girls 
don't go much anymore. But my son loves 
the sport. 

Wade Warrant 
Tell us about your first fish. 
I don’t remember a “first fish”.  My first 
memories of fishing is when I was about 4-5 
year old and catching 2-3 pound trout, 
(maybe they seemed bigger to me then), 
from a small creek on a ranch near Harrison  

Montana where my dad was a foreman.  I 
would drop an angle worm in the current 
above the pool and when I got a bite I would 
throw my pole over my shoulder and walk 
away until I landed the fish. 
Who taught you to fish? 
My dad taught me to fish.  We would use a 
telescoping metal fly pole with an automatic 
reel and a worm on the hook.  I would drift 
the worm into a pool and wait.  This worked 
very well in many of the small streams in 
Montana when I was boy. 
What are some local venues you like to 
fish?  Yakima River, Tucannon area streams 
and lakes, Leach Lake, and the lakes above 
Bumping Lake are some favorites. 
What are some destination venues you 
like to fish?  My favorite fishing has been 
backpacking into the high mountain lakes of 
western Montana, southeastern Idaho, 
Yellowstone Park, and canoeing into 
Shoshone Lake in Yellowstone and fishing for 
Lake Trout and big Browns. 
 More recent destinations, as the 
mountains get steeper and the ground 
harder, have been Sawmill Creek near Arco, 
ID, small streams and lakes near Jackson, 
MT, the Wallowa River near Minan and 
Anthony Lakes, OR, and the Lochsa River, ID. 
What are some of your Go-To flies for 
still water? …for creeks? …for rivers? 
Whatever looks good to me in my fly box at 
the time or is recommended by a fellow 
fisherman. 
What kind of fish do you target most 
often? 
I have always favored trout of all kinds and 
have a special fondness for Brook trout. I 
most favor wild trout, not put-n-take. 
What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? 
I don’t study my fishing much; I fish to enjoy 
relaxing and the scenery. 
What is it about the sport of fishing that 
keeps you involved?  
I like to fish in a mountainous area where the 
scenery is spectacularly beautiful, and if I 
don’t catch a fish, that’s alright. 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters June 2017 Newsletter Page �  of �12 12

DIANNE & WADE WARRANT


