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Monthly Meeting CASTING TECHNIQUES  
Stann Grater is an adjunct professor of fly fishing at Gonzaga Univer-

sity in Spokane. Stann has been working with Orvis as a fly fishing in-
structor for the last 18 years, and for the last five years, developing what 
he calls ‘The Modern Method of Fly Casting.’ He has provided instruction 
around the United States and internationally, lending his expertise to fish-
ing lodges, foreign governments, and individuals in developing skills and 
curricula for casting a fly.  

 He is licensed by the State of Washington as a guide, providing guide 
services in his home waters in the Spokane area. Stann has a culinary 
arts degree and spent over 20 years in the restaurant business as a con-
sultant in the design and initiation of fine food and family dining facilities in 
the West.   

Mr. Grater is conducting an afternoon class on fly casting for a limited number of members chosen 
at our last monthly meeting. He will be speaking about casting techniques for nymphing at our evening 
meeting. Stann can be reached at stann@stanngrater.com 

To ensure an accurate and swift count for dinner the board asks that members put their dinner ticket 
at their table place. Members are reminded to be seated so dinner can begin promptly at 6:30.  
         - Craig Anderson, VP ProgramsCraig Anderson, VP ProgramsCraig Anderson, VP ProgramsCraig Anderson, VP Programs    

Rod’s Reflections 

A s a fly fisherman I dream of the days when the weather is good, I am on a nice run on a fine river, an extended hatch is in progress, large fish are rising all over, and they are taking my 
fly. I had just such an experience recently.  What a great day. I should also note that I had a 

no fish day and a 3 fish day just prior to that. Special days like that don’t happen often, but what a great 
experience when everything comes together.  

The club is sponsoring four teens to the Washington State Youth Conservation Camp on Orcas 
Island. The kids will get to try fly tying, fly casting, shooting, archery, hiking, first aid, ecology, etc. 
Sounds like great fun to me. 

We will be beginning our summer schedule soon. There will be a regular 
club meeting in June but no club meetings in July or August. Our major fund 
raiser for the club is the Salmon Booth in July 24-26. There will be sign-up 
sheets at the June meeting. Our club picnic will be on August 12. 

Our next outing will be to Dog Lake on White Pass on July 12th.  We 
switched this outing from Leech Lake to Dog Lake since WDFW is not planning 
to plant any catchables in Leech Lake.  See page 2 for further info. 

Has anyone ever told you that you are trying too hard or that less is more? 
Fly fishing provides me with examples of both. If my flies don’t turn out too well, it is often because I 
used too much dubbing, too much thread, etc.  -- “less is more”. If my casting isn’t working it is often 
because I am trying to apply too much power or casting too fast – “trying too hard.” So here is another 
reason you can use to justify all the time you spend fishing – it provides lessons for life.  

– go fishing. Good luck. Rod Gilge, PresidentRod Gilge, PresidentRod Gilge, PresidentRod Gilge, President 
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Free Fishing Weekend 
Prospective anglers who are interested in fishing but don’t have a fishing license can get in on the action this weekend during 

Free Fishing Weekend, June 7-8. 
During those two days, no license will be required to fish or gather shellfish in any waters open to fishing in Washington state. 

In addition, no vehicle access pass or Discover Pass will be required that weekend to park at any of the 650 water-access sites 
maintained by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).  

“Free Fishing Weekend is a great time to revive an old hobby or to introduce friends and family to 
fishing,” said Craig Burley, WDFW Fish Division manager. “Adults can take kids fishing on a wide variety 
of waters around the state.” 

While no licenses are required on Free Fishing Weekend, other rules such as season closures, size 
limits and bag limits will still be in effect.  

In addition, all anglers will be required to complete a catch record card for any salmon, steelhead, 
sturgeon or halibut they catch that weekend. Catch record cards and WDFW's Fishing in Washington 
rules pamphlet are available free at hundreds of sporting goods stores and other license dealers 
throughout the state.  
 From now through July 20, WDFW is also offering current freshwater or saltwater fishing license holders the opportunity to up-
grade to a combination license for under $27. The upgrade will give those anglers all the fishing privileges of a combination li-
cense at the cost they would have paid if they had purchased one in the first place, said Bill Joplin, WDFW licensing manager.  

This month’s fishing opportunities don't begin or end with Free Fishing Weekend.  
See the WDFW Weekender report    http://wdfw.wa.gov/weekender/ 

Crow Butte Outing Reports 
We had a rough day on the water; the wind blew like a Banshee. This was 
our club’s second attempt at fishing the Crow Butte area. I think there were 
two 8″ – 10″ fish caught. Given we had about a dozen people that's not great. 
Darius Grogan went to the end of the boat basin and kicked all the way back 
in to the wind. Tough kid, as usual he had a smile on his face. We'll try Crow 
Butte again, we've got to get a calm day sometime. Lunch was great and a 
nicer group of people you won't find.  Dennis Collins 
 
And this from Dennis Dauble: I've been looking for a place to park this photo 
of Ken Gano at Crow Butte (on a mostly windless day, May 20, after the club 
outing). We caught a dozen or so bass from our pontoon boats, mostly on 
crawdad flies and brown wooly buggers. 

Salmon Booth  
The 2014 Salmon Booth at the Allied Arts Art in the Park will be July 25 and 26. Richland 

Rod and Gun is the lead this year. This is our main money-raising project for the year. Typically 
at least 70 members from CBFC and Richland Rod & Gun Club volunteer. Most who have 
worked in the past agree that it is a lot of fun.  

I have submitted the concession application for the Salmon Booth. Their response is due 
back June 16th and we expect they will accept our application. As in the past volunteers can 
assist at the booth with different tasks ranging from cashier, salmon server, slaw prep, fish runner, to drink server.  All volunteers 
receive a complimentary meal, plus it has been almost as enjoyable as fishing! Sign up at the June meeting or call Dale at 509-
375-0183. 

I would like a couple of CBFC volunteers to obtain a food handlers card for back-up since someone with a card must be pre-
sent at all times. The Benton-Franklin Health Department offers classes during the day and once a month in the evening at their 
location 7102 West Okanogan Place Kennewick. Call them to register for the class at 509-582-7761. The $10 card fee will be 
reimbursed. Please call me with your Health Card number if you already have a card. Cost for the card will be reimbursed. 

Shifts will be similar to the past: 
     Thursday July 24  Booth set up at 5 PM (load at storage earlier) 
                                  Fish Prep at 6 PM at O’Callahan’s (new location this year) 

   Friday July 25th    9 AM to 1 PM 
                                1 PM to 5 PM 
                                5 PM to 8 PM 

Saturday July 26th    9 AM to 1 PM   
             1 PM to 5 PM 

                 5 PM to 7 PM plus booth tear down 
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Dale Schielke 

Dog Lake Outing 
Our next club outing will be a day trip to Dog Lake near the top of White Pass on July 12th. Fishing is very good for stocked, 

catchable size (9 -13″) rainbow trout. Some jumbo rainbows are stocked (1-1.5 lbs each). Brook trout are also present. Only one 
fish over 14″ inches is allowed in the five-trout daily limit. Two-pole fishing allowed. We switched this outing from Leech Lake to 
Dog Lake since WDFW is not planning to plant any catchables in Leech Lake. Visit Fish WA for location and links to stocking 
schedules. http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/598/   

For those who wish to car pool we will leave from the WinCo parking lot in Richland at 7:30am. Bring a float tube or pontoon 
boat for lake access. Be sure and include a PFD. Please bring your own lunch and drinks. We will meet at 12:30 for lunch and to 
share fishing stories. Although this is a day trip, if anyone wishes to spend the night there are campgrounds at Dog Lake and 
nearby Clear Lake. 

I have not fished Dog Lake but plan to bring the typical lake patterns – wooly buggers, leeches, pheasant tail nymphs, Carey 
specials, etc. plus some dry flies in case we get any surface action. ed. note: parachute Adams and renegades always successful 
on nearby Leech Lake. 

If anyone needs a float tube I have a spare tube and fins.  Let me know ahead of time if you need them. Rod Gilge 509-585-
0747 rodgilge@aol.com     

 Guiding Eastern 

Washington rivers 

and 

reservoirs for salmon, 

steelhead, trout, 

walleye and sturgeon 

 
509-542-1266 

   509-430-6448 
WA and USCG Licensed 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S 

         Membership News        
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS— Jeff Drowley, Stephen & Cheryl Smith, Dave and Christy Stevanus, Hyrum & 
Linda Taylor, Raymond & Susan Williams. Please introduce yourself and say Hello! to your dinner tablemates 
especially new and recent members.   

STATUS— The club has 99 family and business members paid for 2014.   Rich HoltenRich HoltenRich HoltenRich Holten,,,, VP Membership  VP Membership  VP Membership  VP Membership  

Dale Schielke 

Dog 

CBFC 2014 Outings & Events 
Below is a list of proposed CBFC club outings for 2014. We are looking for volunteers to lead a couple of the outings.  If you can 
lead one of the outings or if you have a suggestion for an August outing please let a board member know.  Additional informa-
tion about the outings will be posted in the newsletter as we get closer to the date. 
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CBFC Board Meeting Minutes   MAY 27,  2014 

Members Present - Rod Gilge, Dennis Collins, Dennis Kreid, Marty Ottem, Richard Weaver, Dale Schielke, Craig Anderson 
Members Absent  -  Rich Holten, Ellen Bentley, Jim Saunders, Mike Wade 
Call to Order  -  Rod called the meeting to order at 7:10PM. 
Conflict of Interest -Rod inquired as to whether a conflict of interest existed for any attendees based on the proposed agenda, Rod 
indicating that he might have one, as he had a grandson and a friend of his grandsons requesting club funding to attend the Wash-
ington State Youth Conservation Camp.  It was deemed that this was not a conflict of interest in the Casters was openly request-
ing members to nominate children, grandchildren and friends to attend the Camp, and that Rod’s situation was not different from 
other members.  (As it turned out, there were still vacancies after approving those currently having applied.)  No other conflicts of 
interest were noted. 
Secretary’s Report  None was provided due to Mike’s absence. 
Treasurer’s Report  - Marty Ottem reported that $1000 was spent to support Kid’s Outdoor Experience (Kid’s Fishing Day). The 
balance sheet was reviewed and approved by the Board. 
Membership Report  - Rich Holten was not present to provide a membership report, however, Rod had been informed by Rich that 
the Casters had 99 paid members. 
Programs Report  - Craig reported that Stann Grater was our June speaker. Six persons had purchased $5 admittance for a cast-
ing class to be conducted by Stann. Students are to be video taped and critiqued. Craig to work out with Stann on the starting time 
and place, and report this to Rod, who will be there to see that the class comes off successfully. 
Newsletter Report  -  Ellen was not present to provide a report.  It was noted that input to the newsletter should be provided by the 
start of the next week (June 2nd). 
Outings - Dennis Collins reported that the Crow Butte outing was only somewhat successful as there was a fair amount of wind, 
and that all anglers remained in the boat basin, and most very close to the docks. Two 8” – 10” fish were caught despite the less-
than-ideal conditions.  Discussion of several other potential outings, but no commitment was made for specific outings including 
potential visits to Leech Lake, Dog Lake and Clear Lake. 
Other Business - Feedback on the Kids Fishing Day was that there was good participation, good food, and that a debriefing will be 
attended by Dale Schielke on or about June 6th.   
Feedback on the casting class was that the first session was very well received and attended.   
The Casters had received four boy’s applications for the Washington State Youth Conservation Camp, for which the Casters have 
budget six attendees (boys and girls total). It was moved, seconded and approved that the four applications be processed.  No 
other applications were pending.  Attendees will be covered for the attendance ($250@), but the costs of transportation, tee shirts 
and DVDs will be borne by the attendees.   
A thank you letter was received from the Western Rivers Conservancy (Jim Cox initiated) for the $300 contribution that the Cast-
ers made to further WRC goals. 
Discussion on moving the date of the summer picnic to July was discussed as Dennis and Susan Kreid’s calendar had cleared 
for a July picnic. It was decided to keep the August 12th date. Dennis will coordinate with Mike McWethy regarding a casting com-
petition. 
There will be no Board meeting in June due to scheduling conflicts of a majority of Board members.  The next meeting will be July 
22nd, usual time and place. 
Adjournment  -  The meeting was adjourned at 7:56PM.       Respectfully submitted,  Craig Anderson, Board memeber 

Local Eastern WA Fishing Opportunities 
  “This is the time of year when you see boats on trailers heading in every direction,” said Eric Anderson, a fish biologist for the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) based in Yakima. “June is a good time to catch fish in this part of the state.” 

Two sections of the Snake River will reopen to fishing for spring chinook salmon June 1, and two more will reopen June 5. On 
the Snake River, waters below Ice Harbor Dam and Lower Granite Dam open for spring chinook fishing June 1 from Sunday 
through Tuesday each week until further notice. The river below Little Goose Dam and in the Clarkston area will be open June 5 
from Thursday through Saturday each week. See the Fishing Rule Change for more information about the fishery. 

Meanwhile, anglers will a range of new options to catch trout when dozens of rivers and streams open to fishing June 7. Regu-
lations vary, so check the Sport Fishing Rules pamphlet for rules on those waters. One of the waterways opening that day is the 
upper Grande Ronde River in Asotin County. Although a portion of the Grande Ronde is open year-round, it’s the longer upper 
stretch that draws both anglers and other recreationists. Just in time for the opening, a new public access map to the Grande 
Ronde is available for downloading on the eastern region webpage for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 

Anglers hoping to catch a hatchery rainbow trout should head to the Tucannon River impoundments -- Big Four, Blue, Curl, 
Deer, Rainbow, Spring and Watson lakes – which continue to be stocked with hatchery rainbow trout. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Build a Float Tube Fly Rod Holder    by Mike WadeMike WadeMike WadeMike Wade 

Before our Lenice Lake outing, I wanted to find a rod holder for my float tube. I have always thought changing lines while sitting in a 
tube in the middle of a lake was courting disaster. If you don’t drop the spool or the rod, by the time you have finished the process 
the wind may have blown you to the end of the lake. Wouldn’t it be nice to carry a couple of rods and avoid the problems? Most of 
the commercially available rod holders I could find have the rod in a vertical position. Great for the spin casters, but not so good for 
us fly fishermen. On the other hand, with the rods horizontal, backing into a landing spot with 7 or 8 feet of rod leading the way did 
not seem like such a good idea, either. So I embarked on a project to design and build a holder that could rotate the rods to a verti-
cal position while landing and a nearly horizontal position while fishing. Keeping the rod tips slightly above horizontal helps keep 
them in the holder and avoids dunking them if the lake gets choppy.  he parts were purchased at Home Depot for about fifteen 
bucks and I put it together in a single afternoon. If this sounds like an addition you would like to make to your tube, follow along as I 
describe the project. My float tube has 12” diameter bladders with 12” spacing between D-rings.  If your dimensions are different, 
you will have to adjust the measurements of the frame and legs accordingly.  Before we get started, here is a look at the finished 
product (Figs 1 & 2) 

Materials: 
3/4” PVC pipe – 51” (Home Depot sells 2 ft sections so you don’t have to buy much excess) 
1-1/4” PVC pipe – 21” 
3/4” elbows – 4 
3/4" 45 degree – 2 
3/4" caps – 2 (drill 1/4" hole in each for drainage) 
3/4” T – 2 
3/4" coupling – 1 
1/4" x 1-3/4” Cotterless Hitch Pin - 1 
#12 x 2” Machine screw and nut - 2 
PVC glue 
Foam pipe insulation (optional) 

 
Cut the following pieces from the 3/4” PVC pipe for the frame: 

2” – 3 (for close coupling elbows) 
4” – 5 (for legs and vertical stop) 
7” – 2 (for horizontal end sections) 
11” – 1 (for span between D-rings) 

Cut the following pieces from the 1-1/4” PVC pipe:  
7” – 3 (for rod sleeves and rotating assembly) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the butt section of a rod and a fly reel for sizing, cut a 5” slot in the 
two sleeves.  
 
Sand or file flat on each piece to aid connecting them together.  
 
Screw the rod sleeves to the rotating assembly and add some glue or 5 
minute epoxy to hold them in place as shown (Fig 3).   
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Fig 1 Rods Up  

 

Fig 2 Rods down 
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Glue the 3/4" PVC frame pieces together as 
shown in the Frame photo (Fig 4), but do not 
install the legs yet.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slip the rotating assembly over the 3/4" coupling and insert the butt section of your 
rod into one of the sleeves. With the rod resting in the horizontal position, drill a 
17/64” hole vertically through the rotating assembly and coupling. It is important to get this hole 3/8” from the end and on the center-
line of the PVC pipe. (Fig 5)  
 
Rotate the assembly to the vertical position and mark the location for a hole 3/8” from the end and on the centerline. Remove the 
assembly from the coupling and drill the hole vertically through. (Fig 6)  
 
Reinstall the rotating assembly on the coupling and insert the hitch pin through the 
hole to lock the assembly in position. To prevent its loss, I tied the pin onto the frame 
with 40 pound monofilament. Glue the legs onto the frame. Your rod holder is now 
ready for installation on your float tube.  
 
I tied a nylon rope loop to each D-ring and simply slide the legs through the loops for 
easy installation and removal. I also installed some foam pipe insulation where the 
rods can contact the PVC to protect the rods and dampen any noise if the wave ac-
tion causes them to bounce around. (Figs 1 & 2) 

(Continued from page 5) 4 
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Spring chinook fishing is currently open on two sections of the Yakima River, where cooler weather has moderated flows and 
improved fishing prospects, Anderson said. “That should continue as long as we don’t experience hot weather that brings on rapid 
snow melt,” he said.  

In the lower Yakima River, the fishery will likely remain open through June 15 from the Interstate 182 Bridge in Richland to the 
Grant Avenue Bridge in Prosser, Anderson said. The upper river – from the Interstate 82 Bridge at Union Gap to the BNSF rail-
road bridge below Roza Dam – is expected to remain open through July 15. 

Anglers may keep two adipose-fin-clipped hatchery chinook per day. All wild salmon, identifiable by an intact adipose fin, must 
be released unharmed and must not be removed from the water prior to release.  

Anglers are required to use single-point, barbless hooks with a hook gap from point to shank of 3/4 inch or less when fishing for 
salmon. Use of bait is allowed, and anglers have the option of purchasing a two-pole fishing endorsement. 

John Easterbrooks, regional WDFW fish manager, noted that the department is seeking anglers’ cooperation in two aspects of 
the fishery – a hooking-mortality study and an effort to ensure continued access across Roza Dam to the popular fishing area 
downstream from the railroad bridge boundary. Both are described in a news release on the WDFW website. To participate in the 
fishery, anglers must possess a Columbia River Salmon/Steelhead Endorsement, which supports maintaining and expanding 
fisheries in the Columbia River Basin. 

That is also the case with the summer chinook fishery, which gets under way June 16 upriver to Priest Rapids Dam. The daily 
limit is eight fish, of which up to two may be adult hatchery chinook and up to four may be sockeye. Fishery managers are antici-
pating a return of 67,500 summer chinook and a return of 347,100 sockeye to the Columbia River this summer. The Columbia 
River above the Highway 395 Bridge in Kennewick will open for sockeye this year on June 16. 

Anglers have been reeling in channel catfish from the lower reaches of the Yakima and Walla Walla rivers. Flows have been 

(WDFW Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Casting Classes Success 
CBFC members conducted two sessions of “beginning fly casting lessons at Columbia Park on May 1 and 3.  Thursday’s class 
was attended by about 12 people consisting of club members and sign-ups from the Sportsmen Show in January. Saturday’s 
turnout was dampened by high winds, but three brave souls received some excellent instruction.  Russ Brown and Reed Kaldor 
did a great job on introducing the basic concepts of casting and background information on gear.  Club members supporting this 
activity included Jim Loomis, Dennis Kreid, Fred Reidel, Rich Santos, 
Ron Reed, Bill Mandell, and Rod Gilge.  Russ Brown, Reed Kaldor and 
Ted Poston, 2014 Casting Class Coordinators/Instructors 

up and down all spring. The catfishing tends to improve with the higher more turbid flows.  
Meanwhile, many rivers open for trout fishing Saturday, June 7, and hatchery workers will continue stocking nearly a dozen lakes 

in Kittitas and Yakima counties.  
Steelhead fishing will remain closed until fall in the Columbia River upstream of the Highway 395 Bridge and in the Snake River, 

but Hoffarth recommends smallmouth bass and walleye Fishing ffor both species improves in the Columbia and Snake rivers as 
those waters warm. 

Rather catch some trout? WDFW will continue to stock lakes and ponds through June in the region, including Cooper, Easton, 
FioRito, Kiwanas, Lavendar, Lost, Naneum and Quartz in Kittitas County; and Clear, Dog, Leech and Indian Flat in Yakima County. 
Anglers can get more detailed information on lake fishing from  WDFW’s “Fish Washington” link.  

Starting June 7, a number of rivers will also open for fishing around the region. Angers should be aware that many of those 
rivers have reduced catch and size limits for trout, and most large rivers and streams in the Yakima Basin have regulation requiring 
single-point barbless hooks and no bait. Catch-and-release zones are also in effect for the Yakima River above Roza Dam, sec-
tions of the Naches River, and in Rattlesnake Creek. 

(WDFW Continued from page 6) 
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JJJUNEUNEUNE C C CLUBLUBLUB C C CALENDERALENDERALENDER 

SAT, 7—STREAMS AND RIVERS OPEN FOR TROUT (PAGE 6) 

SAT 7-SUN 8—FREE FISHING WEEKEND (PAGE 2, 6-7) 

 TUES, 10—MONTHLY MEETING (PAGE  1) 

SIGN UP FOR SALMON BOOTH (PAGE 2) 

MON, JUN 16— COLUMBIA RIVER SUMMER CHINOOK AND SOCKEYE SALMON OPENS 

COLUMBIA, YAKIMA, SNAKE RIVER  SPRING CHINOOK OPENINGS/CLOSURES (PAGE 4, 6-7) 

CANCELLED —BOARD MEETING  7 PM 

JULY, SAT 12—DOG LAKE OUTING (PAGE 3) 

GO FISHING!  TAKE PHOTOS!  (PAGE 2-7) 

 


