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July 2016

2016 OFFICERS 
 President-Ted Poston 
 509-438-0531 
tmpkap29@charter.net  
 First VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 Second VP-Programs: 
   Craig Anderson 
 Treasurer: 
   Jeff Drowley 
 Secretary: 
   Mike Wade 
 Directors at large: 
   Dale Schielke 
   John Strand 
   Dennis Collins 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Ron Reed 
 Past President: 
   Jim Loomis 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 March, July, and 
 August at 
 Country Gentlemen 
 9221 W Clearwater 
 Kennewick, WA 
 6:00pm -Wet Fly-no 
 host 
 6:30pm -Dinner-$15 
 7:15pm -Program - 
 free 

MEMBERSHIP 
DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To change address,                           
 or phone number  
 contact Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 
rpba@charter.net 

CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 

DID YOU KNOW 
We need your fishing 
trip reports, favorite 
accessory, and fly 

articles.  Please send 
them to the editor. 

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

Jul 15  Leech Lake Club day-outing 
Jul 29-30 Salmon Booth @ Art Show 
Aug 4-7  Club outing-Lochsa River 
Aug 9   Annual Club Picnic 
Sep  8-11 Club outing-Anthony Lakes 

CLUB PURPOSE:  To promote fly fishing, to conserve regional 
fishing resources, and to encourage friendship and cooperation 
among all anglers. 

NEXT MEETING:  Annual picnic 9Aug at Dale Schielke’s home. 

PROGRAM:  At the August picnic:  Casting contest, credible and 
not-so-credible fish stories, great food, and camaraderie. 

PROGRAM FOR JULY:  YOU’RE IT!

     TAKE A KID FISHING!

mailto:tmpkap29@charter.net?subject=
mailto:rpba@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
mailto:tmpkap29@charter.net?subject=
mailto:rpba@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org


The President’s Hook 
by Ted Poston 

You no sooner blink, and the days are getting 
shorter.  And, before you can say “spey cast 
my soul through the goal posts of life”, 
summer is over.  It goes fast.  Which brings 
to mind Dennis Dauble’s article in the Tri-
City Herald this past Sunday on the topic of 
getting kids to fish (Fishing with youngsters 
lays foundation for angling future).  One very 
critical element in getting kids to enjoy 
fishing is that they have to catch fish.  When 
starting out, it doesn’t have to be a big fish.  
In fact, multiple catches of small fish is more 
important than size.  Getting kids involved 
with fishing is imperative for our State 
resource agencies to eventually have the 
licensed-based revenue to manage our 
natural resources.  I suspect that part of the 
reason that we see so many fees is due in 
part to declining hunting and fishing licenses 
while management needs have grown.  But, 
let’s not start a discussion on the plethora of 
recreation and license fees.  l will save that 
for another blog. 

Our club conducts numerous activities and 
financially supports organizations to enhance 
fishing opportunities for all citizens, including 
children.  If you are teaching kids, it requires 
sustained and active participation.  In other 
words, if the line isn’t in the water, you will 
not create enthusiasm.  So to that end, I 
encourage each and every one of you to 
engage a child at least once this 
summer.  Take them fishing.  It could be 
your own child, a grandchild, or 
neighborhood child.  And if you are up to it, 
there are children in need.  Organizations like 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Scouts, Church 
groups would love to have our support. Well, 
if you need a place to start, I suggest you 
review Dennis’s article to get well grounded, 
and have at it.  And, ……. it doesn’t have to 
be fly fishing to start. 

Enough for now.  I’m going fishing. 

Leech Lake Outing 
by Jeff Drowley 

 This Club day-outing is 15July.  We will 
meet in the Richland Winco main parking lot 
by Starbucks/Jack in the Box to allow and 
arrange carpooling.  We will depart from 
there at 7a. 
 Per the WA DFW, July has good Brook 
Trout (8-12") and excellent rainbow trout 
(13-16") fishing.  Leech Lake is at the 
summit of White Pass and is open to fly 
fishing only.  There is a 5-trout daily limit, 
with only one over 14" allowed.  The facilities 
include a U.S. Forest Service non motorized 
boat launch, and a campground if you desire 
to go up earlier or stay later.  A Discover 
Pass is required.  Two-pole fishing is not 
allowed.  But, bringing a kid along is allowed. 
 No emergency rules are currently in effect 
for Leech Lake.  I will continue to monitor 
this until the morning we depart, and will 
provide any changes I find before we leave. 
 I will bring bread and cold cuts, water, and 
chips for the folks who signed up ahead of 
time. Other beverages are your responsibility. 
 To get as accurate count as possible for 
food quantities, please notify me if you 
intend to come at: 
 aknowman1@gmail.com 

Need VOLUNTEERS for 
Salmon Booth at 

Sidewalk Art Show 
by Dale Schielke 

The Salmon Booth still needs Club 
volunteers!  All three shifts on Saturday, 
July 30th, are short two volunteers.  If you 
can help, please contact Dale Schielke 
375-0183 or dahlialou@msn.com  Volunteers 
get a free meal and great, if not fantastic, 
fishing stories from other volunteers! 
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http://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/article87148677.html
mailto:dahlialou@msn.com


Yellowstone and 
Henry’s Fork Trip 

by Ron Reed 
Club members Craig Anderson, Dennis 
Collins, Bruce Groth, Rich Holten, and I 
fished Yellowstone Park and the Henry’s 
Fork of the Snake River in southeast Idaho 
for 10 days in June.  Former Club member 
and Program Chairman, Eric Pacquet, 
flew in from Paris to join us.  We fished 
mostly on Yellowstone Lake, the Firehole 
River, and the Henry’s Fork at 
Pinehaven, Vernon Bridge, and Harriman 
State Park, a.k.a. the Railroad Ranch. 

 The fish in the Henry’s Fork 
are numerous, vigorous, and 
educated.  You can always learn 
something there, usually humility, 
about the time you think you know 
how to fly fish. 
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Bruce Groth 
Cutthroat 
Yellowstone Lake

Ron Reed 
Lake Trout 
Yellowstone Lake

Craig Anderson 
Cutthroat 
Yellowstone Lake

Rich Holten 
Rainbow 
Railroad Ranch

Eric Pacquet 
Rainbow 
Railroad Ranch

Dennis Collins 
Rainbow 
Railroad Ranch



Counting Cutthroats 
by Mike McWethy 

My younger cousin Wade and I backpacked 
up the Selway River in the fall of ’01.  This 
was his first cutthroat trip to Idaho, so I 
explained the fishery.  Dead drift, match the 
hatch.  Dry flies were the way to go.  Count 
the rises to your fly as a better metric than 
fish landed. 
 The first day I showed him the sweet spot 
on several riffles, and let him fish these; but, 
I still counted more rises than he did.  The 
second day was my best, 144 rises to his 90 
some.  By the end of the third day, he 
discovered on his own, the hits you get with 
the fly skating at the end of the dead drift, 
the hits as it swings wet after being pulled 
under and the hits while teasing it back 
upstream.  In addition, he went to attractor 
patterns for even more hits.  The fourth day, 
he beat me handily on “hits.’  
 The fifth day his 152 hits overwhelmed my 
107 rises.  On the sixth day, on the first run, 
we separated by a cast length as usual, but 

he finished before I did and sat down behind 
me.  I said go on up and I would be along 
shortly.  He rotated above me and I moved 
shortly, to above his position.  Again, he 
stopped behind me instead of going 
upstream.  I was puzzled and asked him why 
he didn’t go up.  He answered, “I’m waiting 
for you to catch up.”  This 15-year old had 
been counting my hits, and didn’t want to 
continue to embarrass the old fisherman.  

Rocky Ford Scud 
by Rich Holten 

�  

Hook –  18-20 curved hook such as Tiemco  
   2457 
Weight –4 or 5 turns of .015 or .020 lead 
Body -   Haretron dubbing or similar product 
   in grayish olive, gray, or brown,   
   wrapped tightly from back to front in 
   dubbing loop and tie-off just behind 
   hook  eye.  Tease out dubbing on  
   bottom and trim dubbing along top.   
Option –add thin layer of epoxy along top to 
   simulate hard shell back.   
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SELWAY RIVER
CUTTHROAT

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the Editor 

if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE 
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
 to them, and bring them to the next meeting.  

tight lines and BIG fish.
Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor



Snap Hook Leaders 
by Sheldon Coleman 

 Snap hooks eliminate the need to individually 
knot each fly to the leader for both single and 
double fly rigs, and allow for quick changes of 
flies on the river without ever tying a knot.  The 
down side is that occasionally, maybe once in ten 
hook ups, the leader will loop the snap hook and 
slip the fly out when the fish hits.  Also, using 
even the smallest snap hook,  this system will 
only accommodate fly's down to #16 or #18 
hooks, depending upon the size of the hook eye. 
 Snap hooks are available from Cabela's 
Fishing Catalog or on line.  Their commercial 
name is: No-Knot Fast Snaps.  They come in 
four sizes:  small, medium, large and X-large.  
For fly leaders, I use only the small and medium 
sizes.  The small size is for #16 to #8 hooks and 
will not sink a dry fly down to #16.  The small 
size is also great for smaller wets and nymphs.  
The medium size will accommodate larger fly's, 
nymphs and streamers. 
 Snap hooks are connected to the leader using 
a non slip loop knot called a Rapala Knot.  This 
knot allows the connected fly to flex in all three 
axes and prevents the fly from ever being 
snapped off during a cast.  It is important to tie 
the Rapala Knot so that the loop in the knot is 
very small.  A large loop tends to get wrapped 
around the fly and/or the snap hook and 
increases the chance that the fly will slip out of 
the snap hook.  It takes some practice to 
consistently achieve a small loop. 
This knot is tied as follows: 
Step 1: Tie a simple overhand knot 6 in from the 
end of the line.  Leave the loop diameter in the 
overhand knot about ¼-in. 
Step 2: Slide the eye of the snap hook onto the 
line and up to the standing loop, leaving about 
¼-in between the snap hook and the loop.  Too 
much space between the snap hook eye and the 
loop will make the finished knot loop too large.  
Step 3: Pass the end of the line through the 
standing loop and wrap it four times.  
Step 4: Bring the end of the line back over the 
wraps and pass it through the standing loop.  
This forms a second larger loop.  Pass the end of 
the line back through the larger loop.  Hold the 
knot together with your fingers while pulling 
simultaneously on the tag end and the standing 
line to chinch the knot. 
Step 5: Pull out all of the slack in the knot but do 
not pull it tight.  Now pull on the snap hook to set 
the knot loop.  The knot will pop when it turns 

over.  Now pull on the tag end of the line to set 
the knot tight and trim to finish the knot. 
Reference: Tying Strong Fishing Knots, By Bill 
Herzong, Frank Amato Publications Inc.                                              

Dry Fly Leaders: I use 7 ½-ft tapered dry 
leaders with a 2-ft tippet section tied to the 
leader with a blood knot.  I then tie the small 
snap hook to the tippet with the Rapala Knot.  If 
the fly is broken off by a mega fish or lost in an 
overhanging tree, I just tie on a new snap hook 
and keep on fishing.  When the tippet is used up, 
I go to the next leader.  I put on a new tippet and 
snap hook on the used up leader, back at camp.  
If the fish are not biting dry flies, I simply switch 
to a bead head, put on a strike indicator, and 
keep on fishing!  The first time that I used this 
system, I used the same three leaders for 3 years 
of stream fishing. 

Nymph Leaders: As good as the snap hook dry 
fly system is; the snap hook makes an even 
better double nymph rig!  I think this is because 
each nymph can move independently from the 
other as the dropper is not tied to the hook of the 
upper nymph.  Also the snap hook and Rapala 
Knot allow the nymphs to move with practically 
no resistance.  Each nymph can be changed 
without having to re-tie any knots.  This is a huge 
advantage over any other two nymph leader 
system. 

 I start the nymph 
leaders with a 12-lb 
Fluorocarbon butt 
section.  I then tie in a 
middle section of 8-lb 
Fluorocarbon to the 
butt section with a 
blood knot.  At the 
end of this section I 
tie in a small snap 
hook using the 
Rapala Knot.  I then 
tie the dropper line of 
6-lb Fluorocarbon 
above the snap hook 
using a nail knot and 
nail knot tying device.  
I snug the nail knot up 
against the Rapala 
Knot and trim the 
upper end of the knot.  
The lower end of the 
nail knot becomes the 
dropper line. 
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I then tie a snap hook on the dropper line using 
another Rapala Knot.  The lower snap hook is 18 
to 24 inches below the upper knot depending 
upon your preference of spacing between the 
nymphs.  The leader is finished by tying a 
surgeon's loop or just an overhand loop at the 
front end of the butt section. 
 The length of the butt and middle sections can 
be varied to make 6-ft, 8-ft, or longer leaders.  
Also the leaders can be beefed up for monster 
browns by using 15-lb butt, 10-lb middle and 8-lb 
dropper sections.   I also switch to a medium size 
snap hook for the upper and even the lower 
nymph positions to accommodate very large 
nymphs or even streamers with a balloon sized 
strike indicator.  I usually position the strike 
indicator behind the blood knot between the butt 
and middle sections to prevent it from sliding 
down the leader.  This also leaves some clear 
leader between the strike indicator and the end of 
the floating fly line.  This is good when fishing 
clear slow water where the fish can be spooky. 
 With my old eyes and hands, the snap hook 
leader system is a major improvement.  I 
compare it to the invention of the graphite rod! 

About Growing Older 
by Will Rogers 

Some people try to turn back their 
odometers.  Not me; I want people to know 
why I look this way.  I've traveled a long 
way, and some of the roads weren't paved. 
One must wait until evening to see how 
splendid the day has been. 
Being young is beautiful, but being old is 
comfortable. 
If you don't learn to laugh at trouble, you 
won't have anything to laugh at when you 
are old. 

ROONEYISMS 
by Andy Rooney 

I've learned.... That sometimes all a person 
needs is a hand to hold and a heart to 
understand. 
I've  learned.... That money doesn't buy 
class. 
I've learned.... That one should keep his 
words both soft and tender, because 
tomorrow he may have to eat them. 
I've learned..... That a smile is an 
inexpensive way to  improve your looks. 

Board Meeting 
Minutes for June mtg 

by Mike Wade 
The Board of Directors for CBFC did not meet 
in June, so there are no minutes. 

How to Fight Fish 
by Ross Pernell, Editor of Fly Fishing 

Here’s an interesting article about how to use 
your rod, reel, and line to best advantage 
when fighting big fish in still water and rivers. 
How to Fight Fish 
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Going Fishing Guide Service  
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and insured 
Burbank, WA 99323  
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

http://www.flyfisherman.com/how-to/how-to-fight-fish/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_term=flyfisherman&utm_content=flyfisherman


Get to Know Your 
Club Member 

Ray Williams 

Tell us about your first fish: 
We were camping at Twin Lakes, in Mammoth 
Lakes, CA, in 1949.  They had the hatchery 
truck plant a truck load of rainbow trout. 
Who taught you to fish? 
My dad taught me to fish when I was 6-years 

old.  The most 
technical fishing 
was trolling for 
kokanee in Lake 
Shasta in 1958. 
What are some 
destination 
venues you like 
to fish? 
I did like deep 
sea fishing in 
college.  Our 
department club 
went on an 

annual trip out of Newport Beach, CA.  The 
skipper would start our trip at 1a for a 4-hour 
run to catch yellow tail, but we would usually 
wind up bottom fishing for cod. 
What are some of your Go-To flies for 
still water? …for creeks? …for rivers? 
My go-to fly is one that a fishing buddy gives 
me when I fail to produce with the ones I 
brought! 
What kind of fish do you target most 
often? 
I like to catch trout because they fight, and 
hatcheries keep them sustainable. 
What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? 
Old issues of Field and Stream magazine. 
What is it about the sport of fishing that 
keeps you involved? 
I took up fly fishing as it is truly a sport that 
rewards; and the fishing is done in the most 
beautiful areas of nature. 

Lochsa River Outing 
by Craig Anderson 

 The Columbia Basin Fly Casters outing 
to the Wilderness Gateway Campground 
is August 4–7, 2016.  If you have not yet 
fished the Lochsa River, it is a beautiful 
freestone river populated primarily with 
cutthroat trout.  There are miles and miles 
of public fishing access as US Route 12 
follows the river for about 120 miles from 
where it joins the Selway River to form the 
Clearwater River pretty much up to Lolo Pass 
into Montana.  Several attendees typically go 
on a side trip to the Selway River about 15 

miles downriver from the Campground. 
 For those of you that have not already 
made a campsite reservation, please check 
with recreation.gov to see if there are 
campsites left.  Warm weather is a certainty, 
afternoon thunderstorms common, but 
evenings are generally cool. 
 Rod Gilge and I will be hosting the 
event.  The gazebo for group gatherings at 
the entrance to the campground has been 
reserved for both Friday and Saturday night.  
We are planning a potluck Saturday night. 
Rod and I will provide burgers, hot dogs, 
buns, bottled water, condiments and utensils.  
So please bring a salad, veggie, or 
dessert dish to share for the potluck.  
There will likely be some cheap wine and 
stories of large fish provided as well.  
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THE LOCSHA RIVER, SHOWN HERE, AND THE 
VERY SIMILAR SELWAY RIVER JOIN TO FORM 
THE CLEARWATER RIVER

RAY WILLIAMS



Get to Know Your 
CBFC Officers 

Jeff Drowley-Treasurer 

Tell us about your first fish: 
I don't remember which was my first fish.  It 
was either trout from a pond at Knott's Berry 
Farm in southern California using something 
exotic like a cheese ball, or it was Red 
Snapper from a pier in southern California 
using a multiple hook rig with red plastic 
beads.  I was too small to fish over the side 
of the pier and see what I was doing; but, I 
could see through a knothole in the pier that  
there were a lot of fish right below.  I 
dropped the line through the knothole and 
hooked four fish.  Unfortunately, they didn't 
fit through the knot hole, so my dad had to 
climb over the side of the pier and take the 
fish off the line from under the pier - my first 
catch and release experience.  I then 
repeated the entire exercise and hooked five 
fish, with the same result.  That was my last 
experience pier fishing. 

Who taught you to fish? 
My father and older brother, who suggested 
the pier knothole.  Dad took us all over the 
Sierra Nevada range fishing for exotic trout. 
Loch Leven, golden, and Paiute trout come to 
mind. 

What are some local venues you like to 
fish? 
I'm relatively new to the area, and to fly 
fishing.  I've fished Dry Falls lake, Lenice 
Lake, Leech Lake, and Rocky Ford.  I like 
moving water, so Cascade streams up by 
Wenatchee and north, or possibly in the Blues 
would be more to my taste. 

What are some of your favorite 
destination venues you like to fish? 
I have fished in Alaska, British Columbia, and 
New Zealand's South Island.  My favorite is 
the upper Kenai River below Cooper Landing  

fishing for rainbow during and after the 
salmon runs.  You miss the combat fishing 
and can catch trophy size rainbows. 

What are some of your go-to flies for 
still water, for creeks, for rivers? 
I am still on the learning curve, and will not 
claim a go-to fly.  In still water, I use 
chironomids or leeches, or wooly burgers to 
start.  For creeks and rivers, I try to match 
what I find, but also like hopper and other 

terrestrial patterns.  For dry flies, I use 
parachute Adams or Royal Coachman. 

What kind of fish do you target most 
often? 
I typically target trout. I am beginning to 
think that I am limiting myself, and should 
include salmon, steelhead, bass (small- or 
large-mouth). 

What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? 
Flies of the Northwest for the information on 
hatches, large amounts of patterns, and how 
to fish the flies for best results. 
For magazines, Northwest Fly Fisherman or 
Salmon Trout Steelheader 
. 
What is it about the sport of fishing that 
keeps you involved in it? 
I enjoy being outdoors and being away from 
electronics.  To my mind, "Any day fishing is 
better than a day spent indoors." 
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JEFF DROWLEY
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 
6,000 patterns 

 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that 
belong to the International Federation of 
Fly Fishers 

 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 

Oregon Fishing Regulations  

Washington Fishing Regulations & 
Seasons 

Washington Emergency Rule 
Updates 

 FISHING INFORMATION 
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing 
Information 

Oregon Fishing Resources and 
Information 

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing 
Information 

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and 
steelhead recovery and other important 
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 

 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s 
purpose is to advise and educate the public 
on conservation of marine resources. CCA’s 
objective is to conserve, promote, and 
enhance present and future availability of 
coastal resources. 

Wild Fish Conservancy. 
  
Native Fish Society.  

Wild Salmon Center. 

Trout Unlimited. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 

 Date: _____________________ 

Name_______________________________ 
Renewal, no change in address/phone/  

email  

Street Address:_______________________ 
State: 
_______ZipCode:________________ 

Primary Phone: _______________ 

Work Phone:  ________________ 

eMail:______________________________ 

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes 

business-card size, fishing-related advert 
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg 
digital file to editor 

Who can we thank for referring you to our 
Club?
__________________________________ 

To be completed by Treasurer: 
___Cash  __ Check #__________ 

Membership Database updated:_________

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/

