2017 OFFICERS
President-Mike Wade
509 713-0859
First VP-Membership:

Rich Holten
Second VP-Programs:
John Strand

Treasurer:

Jeff Drowley

Secretary:

Denny Kreid

Directors at large:

Craig Anderson
Dennis Collins
Ted Lewis

Newsletter Editor:

Ron Reed
Past President:
Ted Poston

MEETINGS
Second Tuesday of
every month except
Mar, Jul, and Aug

6:00p -Wet Fly-no
host

6:30p -Dinner-$15
7:15p -Program -
free

MEMBERSHIP
DUES

$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business

To change address
or phone number
please contact

Rich Holten:

509 521-4291 or
email

BFC CLUB WEBSITE

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: To promote fly fishing, to conserve regional
fishing resources, and to encourage friendship and cooperation
among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: 10Jan at Country Gentlemen in Kennewick.
Starts 6p

PROGRAM: Our speaker will be Alison Colotelo, Research
Scientist at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. Her topic is
"Application of Forensic z
Techniques to Enhance Fish
Conservation and
Management." Fish can
sustain injury from a variety of
causes, both natural and from
humankind. Injury can result in §
immediate mortality, or can be |
less than lethal affecting
behavior or physiology, that still
may lead to delayed mortality.
Alison will discuss the
application of techniques used in forensic science to detect and
quantify injuries to fish from both recreational and commercial
fisheries. Alison last spoke to us in January 2016 and gave an
interesting and informative presentation on passage of juvenile
salmon at lower Snake River dams. Alison has a Master of Science
Degree in Biology from Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada, and
a Bachelors Degree in Forensic Science with Honors from
Laurentian University, Sudbury, Canada. Please join us in
welcoming Alison back to our Club.

DO THE DUES UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS
Jan 20-22 Sportsman Show-TRAC
Feb 17-19 Yakima Sportsmen Show
Dues fo_r 2_017 Feb 18-19 Fly Fishing Show-Lynnwood
membership in CBFC Feb 15 Fly-tying class begins
are now due. See Mar 4 Annual CBFC Banquet
sidebar. Mar 22 Rod-Building class begins

Apr 26-30 Sun Lakes Club Outing
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Mike’'s Musings

log Mike Wade, Prestdent

Happy New Year, fly casters! As we bid
2016 farewell, ask yourselves, "Did I catch
everything I wanted to catch last year? Did I
go everywhere I wanted to go last year? Did
I participate in all of the Club activities
available last year?” If, you are like me, you
answered “no” to any, most, or all of the
questions. Now is the time to make your
New Year’s resolutions to accomplish more of
those goals.

Now I know keeping
New Year's
resolutions is much
harder than just
making them; but,
the good news is
that the Columbia
Basin Fly Casters
are here to help.
With over 115
members, the Club
is full of folks who
are happy to fish
with you, travel with
you, and work with
you on various
projects designed to
support the purpose &
of the Club. -KELLY CREEK, IDAHO
As we enter into
2017, the Club is
looking forward to '
conducting our usual outreach at the
Sportsmen Show, Fly Tying Classes, Rod
Building Classes, fishing outings,
conservation and charitable activities. Your
participation in these events is, of course,
needed and appreciated to make them
successful. Information on them will be
provided in the monthly newsletters and Club
meetings. And the Board welcomes ideas
related to improving and expanding the
Club’s activities, whether it is a
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recommended speaker for a meeting or a
new outing destination, or conservation
project, or anything else that the members
might want. Just let us know.

The weather lately has been more conducive
to tying flies than using them; but, I am sure
a few of our intrepid members have been
braving the cold, perhaps trying to dredge a
steelhead out of the icy water. If you are
among them, why not entice others? Ron
Reed is always anxious to share your fishing
stories and pictures through the newsletter.
Maybe submitting an article should be

_your final New Year’s Resolution!

MIKE WADE, 2017 CBFC PRESIDENT*
BUSY DOING ON-SITE RESEARCHON =

PHOTO BY ROD GILGE

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
to them, and bring them to the next meeting.

tight lines and BIG fish.
Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor

Newsletter Page 2 of 10



Venue Change
for February
Club Meetin

by Mike wade § Ted Poston

As explained in the December newsletter, our
normal February meeting date coincides with
Valentine’s Day and The Country Gentleman
cannot accommodate us. At our December
meeting, the Club membership voted to
move our February meeting to Columbia
River Catering at Shilo Inn in Richland on
Wednesday, February 8, 2016. The January
meeting is at Country Gentlemen as usual.

Columbia River Catering has supported the
Salmon Booth initiatives. This allows us to
return the favor. Note that this is only for the
month of February. Our Banquet will be
held at Meadow Springs Country Club on
March 4. We will return to the Country
Gentleman in April.

Please Support CBFC
at the Tri-City 2017
Sportsman Show

by Ted Poston
The Tri-Cities Sportsman Show will be
January 20, 21 and 22 at the TRAC in
Pasco. CBFC will have a booth there that
promotes fly fishing and our club. Our
participation in the Show i1s the best way to
advertise the COLUMBIA BASIN FLY
CASTERS in the region. We have sign-
ups for free fly tying, rod building, and

casting classes that are offered to the
public. We have space at the booth for a
kid’s tying station and a fly tying station
that are manned by Club volunteers. Our
booth will be co-managed in shifts by Jim
Saunders, John Strand, Jim Loomis and
Denny Kreid.

In addition to our booth, the CBFC will put
on the Fly-Tying Theater. The fly-tying
theater will run on Friday and Saturday as
it has in the past. On Sunday afternoon,
we will be holding fly-tying lessons
conducted in 3 repeat sessions on Sunday.
Each session has space for 12 participants
who will learn to tie two flies. If you are
interested in helping with the fly tying
lessons, contact Ted Poston at 438-0531.
Our priority is to fill all the volunteer spots
in the booth before assigning volunteers to
the Sunday classes. A basic understanding
of fly tying techniques is all that is needed
to help.

A sign-up sheet for Club volunteers will be
circulated at our January meeting, or you
can contact Jim Saunders (987-3153).
Club volunteers get free admittance to
the show.

DISCLAIMER

The opinions or endorsements of
products or services expressed or

™~ implied in this Newsletter are solely the
Going Fishing Guide Service responsibility of the author, or the Editor
Bruce Hewitt if no author is listed;
Washington and USCG licensed and insured and do not necessarily reflect the
ggg’a:“';(;”%z?s% consensus of CBFC members.
Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, Likewise, Web_SIte links _are Only _for
steelhead, trout, Wa||eye and sturgeon. J reader convenience and |nf0rmat|0n.
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Get to Know Your
Club Member

Tell us about your first fish.

The first fish I remember catching are 5-7
inch brook trout from a tiny stream in north
Idaho.

Who taught you to fish?

My father taught me to fish. He took the
family camping and fishing all over north
Idaho. We used Colorado spinners that my
mother tied tipped with a piece of

nightcrawler. Part of the fun was going out at
night with my brothers and using a flashlight

to collect nightcrawlers.

What are some local venues you like to
fish?

They aren't exactly local, but my favorite
places to fish are the streams of north Idaho
like the St. Joe, Kelly Creek and the Lochsa.

What are some of your favorite
destination venues you like to fish?

I haven't been to many destinations, but I
would like to try some of the steelhead
streams of British Columbia.

What are some of your GO-TO flies for
stillwater?....for creeks?....for rivers?
My favorite way to fish is with dry flies.
Some of my favorites are parachute
Coachman, Adams, Comparadun, Stimulator
and Paradrake.

What kind of fish do you target most
often?

I fish almost exclusively for trout and
steelhead.

What are some of your favorite fishing
books and magazines?

I like Northwest Fly Fishing, Fly Fisherman,
and Swing the Fly.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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ROD GILGE WITH
. CLEARWATER RIVER
STEELHEAD —|

What is it about the sport of fishing that
keeps you involved in it?

I like the whole package. I like tying flies,
the rhythm of casting, the Zen-like feeling of
being on a moving stream, spending time in
the mountains, the challenge of figuring what
is going on with the bugs, the splashy take
when a trout grabs your grasshopper pattern,
the tug of a steelhead, the camaraderie of
your fishing partners, sitting around a
campfire, the solitude of being the only
person on a good run, trying new locations,
etc.

Wisdom for 2017

from the Editor

Forget enouwgh to get over it;
remember enough so it doesn't
happen again!
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Get to Know Your
Club Member

Tell us about your first fish.

My first fish was a rainbow trout caught on a
small spring creek near my home in Salt Lake
City where I grew up.. The creek is now
diverted into culverts covered by housing
developments.

Who taught you to fish?
My Dad and Mom taught me the basics of
fishing.

DAN ROBERTSON
WITH PEREGRINE FALCON

What are some local venues you like to
fish? The local venues that I fish the most
are the Tucannon and Methow Rivers.

What are some of your favorite
destination venues you like to fish?

My favorite destination rivers are the
Clearwater, Grand Ronde, and the Klickitat
Rivers. Last year we had a great trip fishing
the Kenai and Russian Rivers. Although I
haven'’t fished it for a number off years, I
really enjoy fishing small patterns for large
trout on the San Juan River in New Mexico. I
hope to get over to fish some of the Olympic
Peninsula Rivers later this winter.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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What are some of your go-to flies for
still water,...for creeks,... for rivers?

For still water, I generally fish chironomids,
scuds, and small leeches. For creeks, I
generally use Prince Nymph, Blue Wing
Olives, Elk Hair Caddis, and Hoppers. ....For
rivers, I'm typically fishing for steelhead and
my go-to flies are Maribou Sexy, Coal Car, a
Lum Plum, a Bead-head Wooly Bugger, and
various mini-intruder patterns.

What kind of fish do you target most
often? Nowadays, I primarily fish for
steelhead or trout. A good friend in Spokane
turned me on to fly fishing for carp, and they
are really fun.

What are some of your favorite fishing
books and magazines?

STEELHEAD FLY FISHING by Trey Combs,
RETURN TO THE RIVER by Roderick Haig-
Brown, and FISHING HUMOR by John
Gierach.

I really enjoy NORTHWEST FLY FISHING AND
FLY FUSION magazines. 1 also love fishing
and hunting-related novels by Jim Harrison,
Russ Chatham, and Tom McGuane.

What is it about the sport of fishing that
keeps you involved in it?

Good friends, and quiet times on beautiful
rivers. Trying to become a decent spey
caster while watching wildlife and swinging
flies. Watching wildlife accounts for many of
the fish I miss, but it’s always worth it.

Watch a Bobcat Catch
a Salmon in
Olympic National Park

Bo_bcat catches Salmon in Hoh River

Tributary
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Tying a Cop pper John

by craig Anderson

Although there are many laborious, multi-step
flies to tie, the two most difficult, frequently used
flies for me to tie are the Copper John and the
Humpy. Proportions are key to tying a Humpy.
To me, the two most difficult steps in making a
decent Copper John are to make (1) a matched

set of tails of goose biot, and (2) a smooth, even,

wire body.

Regarding the tails: I was trying to tie on both
tail segments at the same time....wrong. Itis
much easier if you make a bulge of thread at the
end of the shank to make the biots flare, tie on
the far-side biot first, then match this with a biot
on the near side. Don't finish that step until the
tail is correct. If necessary, untie the near-side

biot until you get it right. After the tail is correct,

the next issue is to make an even, smooth
abdomen underbody. Without that, you are not
going to be able to wrap wire around the fly to
make a good looking Copper John. Because the
abdomen requires some bulk, I was initially using
6/0 thread to make the tapered abdomen
underbody. But the underbody wasn’t smooth
enough using 6/0 thread; and, gaps in the
wrapped wire would invariably occur. Now, I
make a basic tapered abdomen underbody using
6/0 thread, whip finish it off, and complete the
abdomen underbody with 8/0 thread, re-
wrapping the abdomen until I have a smooth
underbody for the wire wrap. This makes a huge
difference in the finished fly, although I don’t
know that the fish see the difference.

Instead of using hackle
fiber to make legs, which
are difficult to get
correct, I use the small
starling neck feathers
tipped with white, to
form an accented set of
legs.

Copper John Recipe:

Thread: 6/0 and 8/0 thread, black, or to match
thorax

Bead: To match thorax, green, brown, blue,
yellow, copper

Tail: Goose biot, black, brown, olive
Abdomen: UTC Ultra-wire, color to your
preference, Brassie gage (BR) is good for most
flies

Wing Case: Scud back, brown or black, topped
with purple Flashabou
Thorax: Peacock herl
Legs: Starling neck feathers or hackle of choice

Tying Steps:

1. Crimp the barb and fit a bead head onto the
hook.

2. Dress the hook making a “bulge” at the end of
the shank, tie in the goose biot at the far side of
the hook, then tie in a matching length biot at the
near side (Fig. 1)

3. Dress the hook back to the bead

4. Double over the tip (1/8” or less) of a length of
the wire and jam it into the back of the bead to
prevent the bead from moving, wrap the wire

FIG. 2

along the length of the hook, effectively re-
dressing the hook, keeping the wire along the
hook shank along one side or the other to the tie-
in point of the biots.

FIG. 3

5. Make a tapered abdomen, first using 6/0
thread, tying it off, switching to a 8/0 thread,
continuing to wrap the shank to make a very
smooth abdomen underbody. (Fig. 2)

6. Wrap the wire over the thread underbody,
eliminating any gaps, ending to leave one third of
the hook shank uncovered. (Fig. 3)
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7. Tie in two pieces of purple Flashabou on the
top of the hook at the end of the wire wrap.

8. At the same point, tie in a piece of scud back
over the Flashabou. (Fig. 4)

9. Tie in peacock herl at the tie-in point of the
wing case material and palmer the peacock to
within one eye length of the eye, tie it off.

10. Make a wing case, first with the scud back,
covering that over with the Flashabou.

11. Tie in starling tips or hackle fibers on both
sides of the hook. (Fig. 5)

12. Whip finish and put a drop of epoxy (clear
Sally Hansen nail polish works) on the Flashabou

FIG. 5

Although this may sound complicated, Copper
Johns are great patterns to use. Tie them in
many colors and give them a try. They are very
effective as a stand-alone fly or as a dropper.
Trout and whitefish both love to eat them.

Illustration by Ron Reed for the chapter
"Bucks and Does" from Dennis Dauble’s
latest book, One More Last Cast.
Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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Name that Hatch

Submitted by Ron Reed
[From the CBFC Dec2016 Newsletter.]

This cripple, with one foot still stuck in the
nymphal shuck, was found emerging on the
Henry’s Fork in June in the early afternoon.
For scale, note that the flies are sitting on my
index finger. What is it?

= -

So........7?7 What is it?

This is a Greater Drunella, aka Western
Green Drake. According to Rick Hafele and
Dave Hughes in their book Western Mayfly
Hatches from the Rockies to the Pacific
they are of the "Order: Ephemeroptera;
Family: Ephemerellidae; Genus: Drunella;
Species: grandis. ... Wherever western green
drake populations are heavy, the hatch cycle
is typically short. A ten-day hatch period,
with a three- to four-day peak, is quite
common."

On the Henry’s Fork along Harriman State
Park, the hatch usually occurs between the
second and third week of June. Besides the
fish, these big, plump mayflies attract flocks
of sea gulls. Invariably, the gulls arrive
10-15 minutes before the hatch begins. How
do they know? The sea gulls pick the Green
Drakes off the water surface and out of mid-
air, doing a great imitation of a swallow.
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Gulpers
by Mike Mewethy

Gulping trout have two feeding styles. With
only a few flies on the water, a trout will get
into a feeding rhythm, rising to flies every
few feet while cruising. I found such a gulper
on Lenice Lake inside a weed opening,
regularly feeding as it circulated around his
pool. It took 14 casts before my fly landed at
his rise location. Ten minutes later, a 26-in
rainbow was released.

That same spring, on the west end of Lenice
Lake, there was a triple hatch of midges,
calibrates and caenis mayflies. A large trout
was cruising with his mouth open to the
surface most of the time, closing his mouth
only to swallow. The trout was not looking at
anything in particular, and was oblivious to
my repeated casts to him. It took about two
dozen casts to place the fly exactly in his
mouth. Another 26-in rainbow.

I observed this same pattern on Island Park
Reservoir in Idaho. The mayflies completely
blanketed the water, while a large trout
cruised and fed heavily. We never could get
our fly on him, because his pattern was
erratic; and, we could not see him for the
covering of mayflies!

On the Yakima River, during a mayfly
blizzard, a fish was in the scum line, gulping
everything coming down the river. My son
held the boat in the current while I put cast
after cast down the scum line. Finally I got it
in his mouth. A 5-lb carp on a dry fly!

Board Meeting
Minutes for Dec mtg

There was no CBFC Board meeting in
December.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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SKEENA - THE
BIGGEST AND
MEANEST
STEELHEADS IN THE
WORLD!

Check out this video.......
SKEENA RIVER STEELHEAD

Need Items and Ideas

for Banquet Auctions
bg Reed kaldor

The Columbia Basin Fly Casters are gearing
up for our 2017 annual banquet on 4March.
Recent banquet silent auctions have shown
that the attendees have a real affinity for
hand-made, fishing-themed items versus
basic fishing tackle. If you would be
willing to make or donate an item for the
banquet, we would love to have it.

Please contact Reed Kaldor at 947-2835
if you have an item to donate, are aware of a
local merchant that might be willing to
support banquet silent auction, or need more
information.

Rocky Ford Club
Outing Planned

b Y Teo Poston

Plans are underway for the Annual Rocky
Ford Frost Bite Fingers and Chili Day Outing.
To that end, Rich Holten and I went to
Rocky Ford on Dec 30", Scuds were the
order of the day with about 12 hookups
between us - sorry — no pictures. My best
day at Rocky Ford ever!
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CBFC Outing
Sun Lakes State Park,
Al?ril 2017.

Y rRich Holten

CBFC is planning an outing for the Sun Lakes,
WA, area at the end of April. Sun Lakes is
located north of Soap Lake and just south of
Banks Lake. This early notice is to allow
campers to reserve campsites now, since
reservations for that time period are now
open. See reservation instruction below.

Some CBFC members, mainly us retired folk,
will be there from Wednesday night through
Sunday morning, i.e. arrive on Wed Apr 26
and leave on Sun Apr 30. Others may wish
to arrive later in the week. More details on
the trip will be provided later.

The week chosen for the outing is the week
following the opening of fishing in the area
lakes, with the exception of Dry Falls and
Lenore which open earlier. The week
following the season opener offers plenty of
fish, many uneducated fish, and thinner
crowds. Although Dry Falls has not fished
well the last few years, the other lakes in the
area were very productive last year at this
time. The lakes are best fished with pontoon
boats or float tubes, although there is a very
limited amount of shore fishing. The one
negative of fishing this time of year is the
wind, which usually blows fairly hard in the
afternoon and early evening, but mornings
and late evening were very fishable last year.

There is still plenty to do in the afternoon -
visit Dry Falls, Grand Coulee, wineries in the
area, or enjoy walking/bike paths in the Park.
Although it’s early, I recommend reserving
one of the campsites now due to the
popularity of this park at this time of year.

As of this week, there are only 8 more
campsites open in the best camping area,
Area E near Vic Meyer Lake.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

To reserve a site, go to: https://
washington.goingtocamp.com/Home.aspx

January 2017 Newsletter

On this home screen:

1. In Box 2 - Add dates (I will be there
Wednesday night through Sunday
morning, i.e. arrive on April 27 and
leave on May 1, 2016)

2. In Box 3 - Pick Sun Lakes State Park

3. On righthand side of screen under Find
Sites, click on: “On a Map”

On next map screen, find one of the areas, A
through E to look for a campsite. Areas B
and E have several, but not all electrical/
water/sewer hook-up sites which are more
expensive. I have reserved site E-62. The E
area sites are newer and better maintained,
plus they are close to Vic Meyer Lake for a
quick fishing trip. If you plan to tent-camp,
you can stay in the E area, but you will pay
for the hook-ups. If you want to tent camp
and pay less for the reservation, the sites in
A and B without hook-ups areas are the best.
To reserve and pay for your campsite, you
will need to register under the Washington
State Parks site and establish a password if
you have not done so previously.

Western River
Conservancy

One of the three-fold purposes of the CBFC is
to conserve regional fishing resources. Last
year the CBFC donated to this organization.
To see a slideshow of some of the rivers that
WRC helped conserve click on this link:

http://www.westernrivers.org/
conservation/
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WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF

FLY TYING
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over
6,000 patterns

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington

FI¥ Fishinﬂ Clubs in Washington that
elong to the International Federation of
Fly Fishers

REGULATIONS

Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing Regulations

Washington Fishing Regulations &
Seasons

Washington Emergency Rule
Updates

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50
States

Idaho Fish & Game Fishing
Informatio

Oregon Fishing Resources and

Information

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing

Information

» FISHING INFORMATION
In

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant
developments related to salmon and

steelhead recovery and other important
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and
wildlife issues.

River and stream data USGS current and
historical data for Washington State.

CONSERVATION
Coastal Conservation Association’s

purpose is to advise and educate the public
on conservation of marine resources. CCA's
obLective is to conserve, promote, and
enhance present and future availability of
coastal resources.

Wild Fish Conservancy.

Native Fish Society.
Wild Salmon nter.

T t Unlimited

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Post Office Box 791

Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name
DRenewaI, no change in address/phone/
email

Street Address:
City:
State:

ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC
] Family Membership ($25)
) Business Membership ($35) Includes
business-card size, fishing-related advert
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg
digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our
Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
__ Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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