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OFFICERS

President-Ted Poston
509-438-0531

tmpkap29@charter.net
First VP-Membership:

Rich Holten

Second VP-Programs:

Craig Anderson
Treasurer:
Jeff Drowley
Secretary:
Mike Wade
Directors at large:
Dale Schielke
John Strand
Dennis Collins
Newsletter Editor:
Ron Reed
Past President:
Jim Loomis

MEETINGS

Second Tuesday of
every month except
March, July, and
August at

Country Gentlemen
9221 W Clearwater
Kennewick, WA
6:00p -Wet Fly-no
host

6:30p -Dinner-$15
7:15p -Program -
free

MEMBERSHIP

DUES

$25/yr Indiv&Family
$35/yr Business

To change address
or phone number
contact

Rich Holten:

509 521-4291

rpba@charter.net

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

CLUB PURPOSE: To promote fly fishing, to conserve regional
fishing resources, and to encourage friendship and cooperation
among all anglers.

NEXT MEETING: SFeb at Country Gentlemen in Kennewick.
Starts 6p

PROGRAM: Our February speaker is Paul Anderson, fly fisher,
tier, and owner of Fly Fishing Strategies Fly Shop in The Dalles.
Paul has been a fly fisher since 1975. He started his fishing career
on the Yakima River and the seep lakes of Eastern Washington.

He has fished all over the Pacific Northwest, western
Canada, New Zealand, and Baja. Most recently he has been
fishing the
Bonneville pool of ‘
the Columbia, and , PAUL A’,‘-"E?io”
still water near Bbwia =R
the mouths of ot
tributary rivers
above Bonneville
Dam. His talk will
be on that
fishery. Paul
Anderson is known
to many of our tiers
as the person who
ran the Fly Tying Theater at the Sportsman's Show for a number
of years. Paul's fly shop is located at 109 East 2nd Street in The
Dalles, and he can be reached at 541-296-6997. His web site can
be found at http://flyfishingstrategiesflyshop.com/.

DID YOU KNOW
Future Newsletters will
have a SWAP-SHOP-

TRADE section.
Consider listing some
of your unused fishing

equipment.

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS
10 Feb Free Fly-tying class starts
27 Feb Day outing to Rocky Ford
05 Mar Annual Banquet
16 Mar Rod building class starts
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The Presidents Hackle
bg Ted Postonn

One down and 11 to go. 2017 will be here
before you say smashed hackle. Speaking of
smashed hackle, our annual banquet is
just around the corner, and our trip is set
for Rocky Ford with a new chili recipe.
Anything and everything you need to know
about the Columbia Basin Fly Casters is at
your fingertips in the best newsletter found
on the West Coast.

On the way from Seattle to Spokane on a
beautiful February Day this past week, I
stopped to check out Rocky Ford. There
was snow on the ground in Ellensburg, but it
was gone at Vantage and areas eastward. I
stopped at the WDFW office in Ephrata
and inquired about the high water and
wading at Rocky Ford- apparently you are
not allowed to wade in the cattails. The
water is up and into the cattails, but there is
still fishing access. February is expected to
be warmer than normal, debunking rumors of
a pending Ice age. That being said, there is
no excuse for having a dry line now -
get out and hit the water!

CBFC Rocky Ford Trip
Saturday Feb 27

Hosted by Ted Poston and John Strand

The first 2016 CBFC-sponsored, fly-fishing
trip is coming soon. This is the traditional
Ted’s Chili Feed fishing trip. I will be
preparing and serving a chili and dawgs
lunch around 1p in the south parking lot.

Folks wishing to carpool will meet at the
north end of the Richland WINCO
parking lot, and should arrive at least by
7:15a. We will depart at 7:30a. The drive
takes about 2 hours. You can also just show
up at Rocky Ford, which is located off WA SR
17 due east of Ephrata and south of Soap
Lake. A sign-up sheet will be circulated at
the February Club meeting.
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Please review the following information
from the Washington State Regs, and note
the high-lighted areas if you plan to attend.

A Discover Pass or Vehicle Access Pass is
REQUIRED! Rocky Ford Creek is fly fishing only—
Catch and Release— wading is not allowed.

“Fly Fishing Only - In “Fly Fishing Only” waters,
an angler may use only the following tackle: up
to 2 flies, each with a barbless single-point hook,
not to exceed 2" from point to shank, and a
conventional fly line (other line may be used for
backing or leader if attached to at least 25 feet of
fly line). Anglers may not use fixed spool reels,
bait, or weight attached to the leader or line.
Only knotless nets may be used to land fish.”

A couple of Rocky Ford

Rainbows looking for
YOUR fly!!

Photo by T Poston

Access. The lower bridge at Rocky Ford is
closed. You can fish from both sides of the
creek, but you can only access the east side
of the creek at the upper bridge by the main
hatchery complex.

Restrooms - Concrete outhouses are located
at the upper and middle parking areas. The
lower parking area does not have facilities.
Additional information about fishing Rocky
Ford will be provided by email or phone to
those that sign up.

Contact info: Ted Poston 438-0531
tmpkapl@clearwire.net ; or John Strand
943-4347 jandlstrand@charter.net
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Nominate Your Friend
for the
Smashed-Hackle
Award

by craig Anderson

At the annual CBFC Banquet we announce
the winner of the Smashed-Hackle Award.
This award is presented to a most deserving
club member who has demonstrated
incompetence, clumsiness, ineptitude,
bad timing, poor planning, or otherwise
ignominious behavior suitable for our
ultimate recognition. Prior winners have
included members who hooked their spouses
in the ear, lost their way in trying to reach a
fly fishing venue, or provided a friend with a
leaking floatation device.

TRAVELING SMASHED
HACKLE TROPHY

If you have experienced such activity on the
part of a fellow fly fisher, please consider
nominating them for this prestigious honor.
Please provide a brief description of the
circumstances to me (CAnder514@aol.com)
or by phone at 378-7849. And, please be
prepared to make the award at the Annual
Banquet to honor your nominee.
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Free Fly-Tying Classes
Start Feb 10th

by craig Anderson

Fly tying classes will begin on February 10th
at the Richland Fire Department Training
Room on G-Way at 6p. Classes will continue
on Wednesday nights until March 9th. If you
are interested call me at 378-7849. If
you signed up at the Sportsman’s Show, you
need not call, as I will be calling you to
confirm your attendance.

No fly tying experience is required. You
don’t need to bring any equipment or
materials. There is no charge for the class.

CLUB MEMBERS AfD GUESTS
AT FLY-TYING CLASSES LAST YEAR.

You are welcome to bring your own
equipment if you like. During the five
weeks of the class, we will tie about 15
patterns and tie two flies of each pattern.
So, you will come away from the class
with a nice starter box of flies, including
some steelhead patterns.

The class is intended for beginners, so
don’t be concerned about inexperience in
tying flies.

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
to them, and bring them to the next meeting.

tight lines and BIG fish.
Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor
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Annual Banquet
March 5, 2016

by craig Anderson

The CBFC Annual Banquet will be at Meadow
Springs Country Club in Richland on March
5th. Skip Morris, our featured speaker, is a
writer, angler, extraordinary bass fisher, and a
resident of the Pacific Northwest.

Skip’s presentation
topic is "Creeks.” A
fly tying clinic will be §
held at 1p with Skip
tying some of his
favorite patterns.

The evening activities®
start at 5:30p with
silent auctions and a
fly raffle. Dinner
will be served
around 6:30p. o
Twenty-three tiers will volunteer a dozen or
more of their patterns for you to bid on.
Tickets for the fly raffle are $1ea., and you
are welcome to place as many tickets as you
want to win the flies.

Silent auction items will include fly fishing
equipment, publications, and some unique
items related to fly fishing. Skip is donating
a dozen flies for the silent auction as well,
and he will have books for sale on a humber
of subjects.

Banquet tickets are $40 per person
and are available at Sportsman’s Warehouse.
Tickets can also be purchased from me
(378-7849), and will be available at our
February meeting. The dinner menu includes
pork with a special glaze, a white fish
selection, salads, and desert. If you have
special dietary needs (gluten free, diabetic,
etc.), Meadow Springs is more than happy to
address your needs. So please call Craig and
let him know. Please join us for what
should be a fun clinic and enjoyable
evening.
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Two Steelies

and a Bass
by Ken Gano

Dennis Dauble and I went out to Ringold
just before Halloween on a beautiful blue-bird
day with no wind. We found a stretch of river
with nobody else around and began the
steelhead two step. As usual, Dennis hooked
up right away and landed a nice hatchery
steelhead.

I figured it was going to be another one of
those days where he caught the fish, and I
would once again get skunked. However, a
few casts later I had a fish on. As usual for
me though, it was not a steelhead. But at
least, it was a bass instead my usual sucker.
Not much to brag about....just big enough for
dinner.

RINGOLD
STEELHEAD E

After many more casts while resigning myself
to being out-fished one more time by
Dennis, I hooked up again. At first it didn't
put up much of a fight and I figured I had
another bass, but then it wouldn't come in.
Eventually it gave up and finally revealed
itself to be another nice hatchery steelhead.
Being hooked on the cheek explained why he
fought so much bigger than his actual size.
Not a bad afternoon at the gold bank; two
steelhead and a bonus bass.
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About Those
Steelhead

bg Sheldon Coleman

During the winter the trout fly fishing is
muscled out by stories(fables?) of steelhead
actually taking a fly. Although I now focus
only on fresh water trout, these stories
remind me of the days that I also fished for
these remarkable ocean run "Shiny Eyes".

However, in those days I caught them on an
actual bobber(not a strike indicator), shrimp
and spinning gear. I trolled this mess very
slowly with an electric motor in the slack
water behind McNary Dam.

On a gray December day, I took my brother-
in-law, Kurt, out steelheading at McNary. He
had never caught one before, and was very
excited when his bobber(not strike indicator)
went down hard. He pulled in a nice 4 %2 -Ib
A-run fish and was very happy! On the next
run behind the dam my pole suddenly
slammed down with no warning and the fight
was on. This was a monster B-run fish which
weighed just slightly over 20 Ibs and cut the
tape at 32 inches. It must have weighed
over 30 Ibs when it came out of the ocean.
The photo of my brother-in-law with these
two steelhead was published in the HOG PEN,
Annual Steelhead Collectors Edition, Salmon
Trout Steelheader Magazine, December,
2004.

Going Fishing Guide Service
Bruce Hewitt
Washington and USCG licensed and insured
Burbank, WA 99323

509-430-6448

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon,
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.
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Results of CBFC
Member Survey

bg Rown Reed

At the January Club meeting, a survey
questionnaire was given to attendees.
Topics covered were:

1- What outings should the Club sponsor?
2- What information should we include in a
new member info packet?

3- What program subjects and speakers
would you like to hear at monthly meeting?

Thank you for completing and returning the
surveys. The Board of Directors
appreciate your responses and are
considering how to take appropriate action.
Result highlights are summarized below.

OUTINGS

The most popular day-outings are to Rocky
Ford, Leech Lake, and Crow Butte. The
Club Picnic garnered about the same
interest. Five multi-day outings were listed.
About two dozen members, not necessarily
the same members, expressed interest in
attending each of the multi-day outings, with
no particular preference for the venues
offered. Several fishers volunteered to
organize outings, that haven’t done so
before.

MEMBER INFO PACKET

All of the items listed seem worthwhile to
include in the info packet, except a sampling
of actual flies.

PROGRAM SPEAKERS

The two obvious winners are Bugs and
Member Trip Reports. The next level of
interest is hearing from Guides/Outfitters,
Tackle manufacturers, and Club members
on Fly Tying, Rod Building, and
homemade tackle. There is little or no
interest in Boating Safety, Cooking, or
Conservation Initiatives.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Opportunity to
Comment

WDFW NEWS RELEASE

February 2016

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA
98501-1091

http://wdfw.wa.gov
January 22, 2016

Contact: Cynthia Wilkerson, (360) 902-2696

The WDFW is inviting public comment
through Feb. 12 on 10 proposals to
acquire land for fish and wildlife habitat
and public recreation.

Proposed acquisitions include lands in Walla
Walla, Snohomish, Lincoln, Kittitas,
Klickitat, Grays Harbor, Thurston and Pacific
counties. Information on the properties is
available on WDFW's website at:
http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/acquisitions/.

The webpage also includes information on
previous land acquisition projects.

Written comments on the proposed
acquisitions may be submitted via email to
Lands@dfw.wa.gov or by mail to Lauri Vigue,
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife,
600 Capitol Way N., Olympia, WA
98501-1091.

DISCLAIMER

The opinions or endorsements of

products or services expressed or
implied in this Newsletter are solely
the responsibility of the author when

listed, or the Editor if no author is

listed.
The opinions and endorsements do
not necessarily reflect the consensus
of CBFC members.
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Get to Know Your
CBFC Officers

Craig Anderson-2ndVP Programs

1. Tell us about your first
fish.

My Aunt Margie was disgusted
that at ages seven and five, I
and my younger brother had
not been taught to fish by my
father. So she bought my
brother and I each a Zebco
style rod and reel and hauled
us off to a small pond in
Connecticut near my
grandmother's where we were visiting. We
caught some really small fish, but it got me
hooked. I have no recollection of what we
caught, but they were likely perch or shiners.

2. Who taught you to fish?

After my aunt took me fishing, we moved to
Upstate New York. Our house sat next to the
Bouquet (pronounced bow-quet) River, one of
many trout streams in the area. The boys across
the street really taught me to fish using Eagle
Claw snelled hooks, torpedo sinkers and night
crawlers.

3. What are some local venues you like to
fish? Walla Walla, John Day, and Lostine Rivers.

4. What are some favorite destination
venues you like to fish?

I fish mainly local waters, but enjoy fishing
Yellowstone rivers and lakes and Henry's Fork.

5. What are your GO-TO flies for stillwater?
....for creeks? ....for rivers?

Stillwater: Ken Gano's Bugger; at Anthony Lakes
a red ant. Creeks and Rivers: A fly of my own
desigh— see Jan 2016 CBFC Newsletter, a tailless
Stimulator and an Elk Hair Caddis.

6. What kind of fish do you target most
often? Redband and rainbow trout.

7. What are some of your favorite fishing
books and magazines?

What the Trout Said by Datus Proper, Caddisflies
by Gary Lafountaine, and Handbook of Hatches
by Dave Hughes are among my favorite books. I
have a large library of pattern books, tying
instructional books and non-fiction books by
known fly fishers. I subscribe to Fly Tyer, Fly
Fisherman, Northwest Fly Fishing and Fly Rod and
Reel magazines, the best of which is NFF.

Columbia Basin Fly Casters
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8. What is it about the sport of fishing that
keeps you involved in it?

Tying flies and taking them out and catching fish
with them. One of my biggest thrills in fly fishing
is designing a fly and catching fish with it. Plus, I
like being outdoors, hiking, backpacking into high
mountain lakes and fishing them, even for small
brookies.

Dale Schielke-Director at Large
1. Tell us about your first fish
I do not remember my
first fish. But, I have
fond memories of fishing
with my father near our
house in New Jersey for
catfish, and in Quebec
for northern pike when I
was young. My first
fishing with a fly rod was
in small streams in the
Pocono Mountains with a
family friend, albeit with
worms.

2. Who taught you

to fish? My father

3. What are some local venues you like to
fish? My favorite was Lower Thompson Seep
until the water level dropped and the seep
changed to more of a mud hole. The Yakima
River for bass is my second choice. I also like
fishing Lake Lenore, Upper Thompson Seep, and
Lake Lenice.

4. What are some favorite destination
venues you like to fish?

I love fishing with my brother-in-law in Montana
on the Jefferson, Beaverhead, and Big Hole
Rivers. I would like to return to Northern
Saskatchewan for Northern Pike on a fly.

5. What are some of your GO-TO flies for

stillwater? ....for creeks? ....for rivers?

Poppers for bass and bluegills. Bow-Buggers for

E:\rge trout in Montana rivers. I also like Hare’s
ar.

6. What kind of fish do you target most
often? Bass locally and trout in Montana

7. What are some of your favorite fishing
books and magazines? No favorite

8. What is it about the sport of fishing that
keeps you involved in it?

The shock valve of a large bass exploding out of
the water for a E)opper is always nice. But
enjoying the outdoors with family or friends
provides the best memories.
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CBFC Board Meeting
Minutes for Jan 2016

by craig Anderson

Attendees: Ted Poston, Jim Loomis, Dennis
Collins, Jeff Drowley, Rich Holten, John
Strand, Ron Reed, Dale Shielke, Craig
Anderson
Absent: Mike Wade, Dennis Dauble

The meeting was called to order by Ted at
7:02PM, and no conflicts of interest were
noted.

Secretary’s Report: No Secretary’s Report
was available due to Mike's absence,
however, minutes were contained in the
January CBFC newsletter and those minutes
were approved without exception.

Treasurer’s Report: Jeff reported on CBFC
year-end financial performance. The club lost
$2046 in 2015. Craig brought up what he
considered anomalies in the financial
performance, and after considerable
discussion a motion was made and approved
to perform a review of the books to ensure
adequacy. Jeff and John will work with Marty
Ottem to perform this review. Craig will
assist as required. Despite these concerns,
the Casters is in good financial condition.

Membership Report: Rich reported that
the membership was currently at 121 with
some members not having paid their dues for
2016. Currently there are 74 paid
memberships. Some concerns were
expressed over how we are managing
communications with new members to
ensure we properly welcome them and
account for their presence in monthly
meetings, for example, have an adequate
quantity of food for all attendees. A
discussion ensued about how more effectively
welcoming new members. Craig and Rich will
begin planning for an orientation session to
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occur before the April meeting to help new
members be incorporated into club activities.

Craig will call Reed Kaldor to add guidance on
the CBFC website for potential members
showing up at meetings learning of the
meetings from the website but not yet having
been assigned a caller. Although the
membership application can be found on the
website by reviewing the monthly
newsletters, the suggestion was made to
provide a link on the website to the
membership application directly.

Program Report: Craig reported on
meetings planned for the near term, Paul
Anderson from The Dalles in February, Skip
Morris at the Banquet, and John Kreft from
Bend in April. During the presentation by
Alison Colotelo in January, she noted that her
Master’s thesis was on the impacts of anglers
releasing fish, and she offered to talk to us
about this work. We will look at having her
speak on this subject in June.

Banquet plans are coming together. We have
signed a contract with Skip Morris for the
speaking engagement and fly tying clinic,
hotel arrangements have been made, the
topic has been decided upon, silent auction
items are being procured by Reed Kaldor, 23
dozen flies (and one shadow box) have been
committed for the fly raffle, and the menu
has been set between Craig and the chef at
Meadow Springs Country Club. Craig and a
friend will make the table arrangements.

Newsletter Report: Ron noted the need for
articles for the newsletter. Ron reported on
the results of the survey taken of members at
the January monthly meeting. Some
suggestions were made for a “classified”
section of the newsletter for members
wishing to sell or swap fly fishing items with
others, for consideration of mid-week outings
for retired members, and for joint outings
with other clubs in eastern Washington. Ron
will report in the newsletter the results of the
surveys.
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patience and skill working with kids from 3 to 15-

Sportsman ShOW a yrs old. On Sunday, Shuyler and Sportsman’s
Resou nd I ng Success Warehouse sponsored a Kids Day. Kids that tied

a fly at our booth were entered into a raffle for a

Ted Postown, BDenny Kretd,
_John Strand, Jim Loomis
The Sportsman Show was held on January 22-24 -wTED POSTON/AND DAN ROBERTSON HELP
at TRAC in Pasco, WA. The CBFC booth was L O SN TIE A FLY
managed by Ted Poston, Denny Kreid, Jim 3
Loomis & John Strand.

The club
cleared about
$74 on the
raffle. Thanks,
1 Mike Wade,

§ for donating a
Reddington

; o rod/reel

o ’» - combo. Club

g}, %1 / ’_ volunteers
' ‘ kids’ beginners fly-fishing set

' CRAIG AND;?SON AND \\ that was provided and awarded

JIM LOOMIS'SELL RAFFLE no by Sportsman’s Warehouse.
TICKETS FOR ROD & REEL | 3

AND A FLOAT TUBE.

VIVEREY

Y]

7
e

DENNIS DAUBLE
LEARNS A THING
OR TWO

served as booth fly tiers, #& ggi’éLESDWARDS

booth staff or tiers for "I s o : -

the kids. Booth fly tiers ~ TUd ' S

were Rich Santos, ' n e !

Hyrum Taylor (2 G

shifts), Craig Anderson \

(2), Dennis Collins, and Rod Gilge. Booth
Staff included Russ

ELLEN BENTLEY Brown, Diane The Fly Tying Theater was supported by Paul
COACHES Santos, Bob Shultz, Anderson (Fly Fishing Strategies, Dalles, OR)
g Ql Marty Ottem, Randy and Fred Thompson (Troutwater Fly Shop, Cle
Cannon, Jim Elum, WA). Club members participating in the
Yarborough, Larry Theater were Ted Poston (3), Dennis Collins
Dow, Rusty and (3), Denny Kreid (2), Craig Anderson, Ken
Leslie Morlan, Kathy Gano, and Ron Reed. It would be good to get
Poston, Jerry more of our club membership to tie in the theater
Ritenour (2), and - it is a good experience.
Brett Grogan. This year’s show was a resounding success as
we had numerous folks sign up for our fly tying,
Ellen Bentley, Reed rod building and casting classes and for a
Kaldor, Brent complimentary copy of our next newsletter. We
Edwards, Sheldon also added three new members to our club. Of
Coleman, Ted Poston course, none of this would happen without the
(floater), Duane great support of our volunteers.

Horton (2), Dan Robertson, Dennis Dauble, Thank You to all our volunteers.
Kaitlin Grogan and Darius Grogan were tiers

in the kids tying. These folks demonstrated great
Columbia Basin Fly Casters February 2016 Newsletter Page 9 of 10



WEB HOT-LINKS
to FISHING STUFF
FLY TYING

Fly Tying Forum -Free access to
over 6,000 patterns

OTHER FISHING CLUBS
ishi in
Washington

Fly Fishing Clubs in
Washington that belong to the

International Federation of Fly
Fishers

REGULATIONS
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules

Oregon Fishing
Regulations

Washington Fishing
Regulations & Seasons

Washington Emergency
Rule Updates

FISHING INFORMATION

Idaho Fish & Game Fishing
Information

Oregon Fishing Resources and

Information

Washington Fishing &
Shellfishing Information

Significant developments related
to salmon and steelhead recovery
and other important Columbia/
Snake River Basin fish and wildlife
issues.

River and stream data USGS
current and historical data for
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Columbia Basin Fly Casters

Post Office Box 791

Richland, WA 99352 2015

Date:

Name

[JRenewal, no change in address/phone/
email

Street Address:

City:
State: ZipCode:

Primary Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)

Please make checks payable to CBFC
[J Family Membership ($25)
] Business Membership ($35) Includes
business card size advert in all
newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg
digital file to editor

Who can we thank for referring you to our
Club?

To be completed by Treasurer:
____Cash __ Check #
Membership Database updated:
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