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CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  There will be no meeting in April in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
PROGRAM:  Build Your Own Program 
 
Since the club cannot provide a meeting and program this month, 
here are some suggestions for building your own program as you stay 
home and stay healthy: 
 
Refill your fly box – Now is the perfect time to replace lost flies, 
rebuild damaged flies, or just learn new patterns. 
 
Read fly fishing books – The libraries are closed, but visit Hoopla 
where you can find and check out digital copies of many fly fishing 
related titles. 
 
Stream fly fishing TV shows and movies – If you have Amazon Prime 
you can find some great free video to watch.  Try Fly Fishing NZ for 
starters.  Then search for “fly fishing” and you will be amazed at 
some of the offerings.  There are also plenty of offerings on You 
Tube. 
 
Listen to podcasts – There are dozens of fly fishing podcasts on the 
internet.  Two that I particularly like are The Orvis Fly Fishing Podcast 
and The Mend, which is hosted by Joe Rotter from Red’s Fly Shop.  
Best thing about podcasts is you can listen to them while doing other 
things (like refilling your fly box). 

 
 
 
 
 

April 2020 

2020 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Jeff Drowley 
 630-370-9877 
 Jeff’s email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VP-Programs: 
   Craig Anderson 
 Treasurer: 
   Sheldon Coleman 
 Secretary: 
   Denny Kreid 
 Directors at large: 
   Bill Frier 
   Reed Kaldor 
   Wanda Shearer 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Mike Wade 
 Past President: 
   Jim Loomis 
 
MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 
 
 6:00pm - Wet Fly - no host 
 6:30pm - Dinner - $20 
 7:15pm - Program - free 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
 Rich's email 
 
CBFC CLUB WEBSITE 
 
Submit Article for 
Newsletter 
 

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

All club sponsored activities have been canceled until 
further notice in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.hoopladigital.com/
mailto:aknowman1@gmail.com
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org/
mailto:mike@wadesmail.net
mailto:mike@wadesmail.net
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Jeff’s Journal 
by Jeff Drowley 

 
As you are most likely aware, events have 
overcome the Fly Casters’ planned meetings 
and events. 
 
Washington State closed campgrounds into 
June, which adversely impacted our Sun 
Lakes outing.  We are hoping that the 
closures do not impact other events further 
out in our calendar. Similarly, the Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy Proclamation (SHSHP) 
by Governor Inslee on March 23 basically 
closed non-essential businesses, and 
adversely impacted the April monthly 
meeting, and the Rocky Ford outing.  The 
WDFW took the SHSHP to heart and closed 
fishing through April 8, and will be re-
evaluating the closure on April 6.  We were 
able to complete the Fly tying Classes. 
 
The club Board of Directors was in 
communication on these topics even prior to 
these specific events.  Since by the CDC 
definition, a large proportion of our 
membership was “at risk”, the events that 
are now cancelled were proposed for 
cancellation to protect our members.  We 
took action to cancel the first of the Fly Rod 
Building classes and add another class at 
what would have been week 6, with the 
expectation that we might have to cancel 
additional classes.  Sportsman’s Warehouse 
was considered a non-essential business per 
the SHSHP, and they cancelled the remainder 
of the classes by virtue of removal of the 
venue.  We are investigating the re-
instatement of the classes if and when the 
SHSP is revoked.  That will be noted in the 
newsletter and the class enrollees will be 
notified when more is known. 
 
While not specifically a club event, the Kids 
Fishing Day at Columbia Park April 17 and 18 
was not recommended for our membership 

due to the risks.  WDFW subsequently has 
cancelled the event for 2020. 
 
For those of you staying home and staying 
healthy, this would be a good time to dream 
up places to go fishing, determine the 
hatches that would be occurring there, and 
tie appropriate flies for the river, lake or 
stream under consideration.  Practicing knots 
is also useful, as is finding ways to thread 
size 18 and smaller hooks with tippet (which 
is something that at least I, as a fat fingered, 
sight challenged folk need practice on).  
 
As of now, the SHSHP has been extended 
until May 4.  The Board will continue to 
monitor the situation and will keep members 
advised about upcoming meetings and 
events. 
 
On a different note, I wanted to remind the 
members that the WDFW catch records (by 
law) are due to be returned to WDFW CRC 
Unit at P.O. Box 43142, Olympia Washington 
98504-3142 by April 30.  In the past, the 
club has offered to gather the cards at the 
April meeting and send them in as a bunch.  
Unfortunately, that will not happen this year, 
but the State department of Fish and Wildlife 
still needs to get these cards back.  Your 
action to do so is requested. Keep well, and 
tight lines to you all.  I remain hopeful that I 
will see you in the relatively near future. 
 
 

Secret Lake 
By Jan Jackson & Rich Holten 

 
Jan: After a week of self-imposed exile due to 
the Corona virus (and before the WDFW 
closed the season) I called Rich Holten and 
asked if he wanted to go fishing. He came 
over on a Friday and we headed to what he 
called a ‘secret’ lake. We drove towards 
Vernita and when we got to Beverly we pulled 
over and he blindfolded me. 
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Rich: I didn’t blindfold Jan, he has such a 
short attention span that wasn’t 
necessary…plus he was driving.   
Jan: Rich instructed me to pull off the side of 
the road in the middle of nowhere, we 
hoisted our belly boats and headed west. It 
seemed like a long hike, and every time I 
stopped for a much needed breather Rich 
yelled out, “Rattlesnake!” The adrenaline 
would kick in and we arrived at the lake in 
record time. 
 
Rich: It was a short hike, and I never yelled 
Rattlesnake. 
 
Jan: I launched my float tube and paddled 
over to some bull rushes, started casting a 
ruby eyed leach. It only took about 10 
minutes to land a nice 14” rainbow. Rich 
launched and in no time was landing big fish. 
One of his fish measured 19.5” which is when 
I asked Rich what pattern he was using. 
Apparently it was a secret too because he 
was muttering something about a 
Planobugger, or maybe it was Gamobugger 
or possibly a Ganobugger.  
 
Rich: I tried several different patterns, but 
the most productive was the Gano Bugger 
developed by our club member, Ken Gano. 
 

 
 
 

Jan: I ended up catching 5 fish ranging in 
size from 14-20”, and Rich broke his past 
record of 11 fish that day.  
 

Where were we? I promised Rich I wouldn’t 
tell. 
 

 
 

Annual Banquet Wrap 
by Craig Anderson 

The Annual Banquet held at Meadow Springs 
Country Club was a successful one, both from 
an interest and a financial aspect.  Our 
Banquet speaker, Devin Olsen conducted a 
most informative tying clinic and provided a 
great presentation in the evening based on 
his book, Tactical Fly Fishing, which is also 

Jan Jackson with nice rainbow 

Rich Holten with one of 12 rainbows 

Rich landing another Rainbow at secret 
lake. Photo may have have been 

Photoshopped to disguise the location 
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the name of his operation in the Provo, Utah 
area.  Devin is a member of the Team USA 
Fly Fishing competition team, and it was 
obvious after his clinic and evening 
presentation why that is. 

Our Smashed Hackle recipient (“winner” is 
probably not an appropriate term) was 
Denny Kreid whose adventures in 
interchangeability of parts and recovery 
efforts from failures in that department were 
noted by Rich Holten and Mike Wade. 

Twenty-two boxes of flies were auctioned off, 
and the speaker commented on the high 
quality of the flies he saw.  Tiers and fly 
donators were Ken Gano, Rod Gilge, the 
Grogan Family, Rich Holten, Reed Kaldor, 
Denny Kreid, Jim Loomis, Bob Newell , 
Rich Santos, Mike Wade, Ted Poston, 

Stan Haff, Dale Schielke, Craig Anderson 
and Mark Freshley. Some of the flies came 
packaged in fly boxes that were 
extraordinary.   

This year, we had a large number of member 
donors to the Silent Auction, Jim Loomis, 
Sheldon Coleman, Craig Anderson, Judie 
Winters, Wanda Shearer, Denny Kreid, 
John Pfeiffer, Sue Gano, Dennis Dauble, 
Jeff Drowley, Mark Freshley, Joe Axtell, 
and Jessika Coronado, in addition to 
suppliers Knights Welding, Fishpond, 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, Scientific Anglers, 
RIO Products, and Outcast.  Thank you to all 
who helped make this year’s Banquet so 
successful!! 

 
 

A New River to Fish 
by Craig Anderson 

 
On and about February 6, 2020, a 
combination of snowmelt and rain produced 
historic flooding on Mill Creek and the Walla 



Columbia Basin Fly Casters April 2020 Newsletter   Page 5 of 10 

Walla, Touchet, and Umatilla Rivers.  
Flooding occurred in Milton-Freewater and 
Walla Walla, and downtown Pendleton was 
inundated by the Umatilla.  In the case of the 
Walla Walla River, this was further 
aggravated by the rupture of beaver dams in 
the headwaters of the South Fork.  On that 
fork, an estimated eight foot wall of water 
with mature trees in the mix roared down the 
canyon through Harris Park, and fanned out 
below the Park in a four foot wave.  A friend 
of mine who introduced me to fishing on the 
South Fork lost a cabin as well as a neighbor 
of his who lost a nicely furnished log cabin 
full of art.  With canyon roads washed out, 
approximately 40 people were trapped in the 
upper reaches of the River and were 
evacuated by Chinook and Black Hawk 
helicopters.  A YouTube video entitled “South 
Fork Walla Walla River Flood and Rescue” 
(click here for link) provides a perspective of 
what conditions were like immediately 
following the flood and another YouTube 
video entitled “RAW video: Flooding of Mill 
Creek in Walla Walla” (click here for link) 
shows the muddy flows in downtown Walla 
Walla of that stream.  The bridge 
immediately below Harris Park collapsed as 
can be seen in the first video.  Below Harris 
Park the South Fork carved new channels and 
took out the River Road in several places.  
The North Fork of the Walla Walla 
experienced similar flooding and rerouted 
itself to contribute to road washouts. 
 
In an attempt to see what conditions were on 
my favorite trout stream, on March 24th I 
went up with hope of accessing the areas 
above Harris Park.  Starting a mile and a half 
above the intersection of Route 11 and the 
River Road on the south side of Milton-
Freewater, I began to see the ultimate 
destruction the flooding caused.  
 
 

Another three-quarters of a mile beyond that 
I saw incredible amounts of cobble deposited 
by the South Fork near the third bridge. 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzdLwsUvX9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzdLwsUvX9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzdLwsUvX9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCQJjjs7Jlg
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And just beyond that I saw two adjacent 
farms bisected by a new channel formed by 
the North Fork where the road was also taken 
out.   

Further up the South Fork, several areas 
were apparent where the re-routing of the 
River came very close to taking out the 
highway and some good sized cut banks are 
now present.  Two miles below Harris Park 
the road was closed where years ago a dirt 
road, now paved, used to start.   
 
Disappointed, I drove a mile up the road, ran 
across an area where the road had again 
been washed out, then into construction 
vehicles and I turned around.  The fish 
hatchery, which I don’t believe ever 
functioned, was undergoing a major 
renovation on February 6, and still is, so it is 
difficult to determine the flood’s effect on it, 

but the S turns made in the river immediately 

above the hatchery for increased spawning 
area are gone.   
 
I returned March 26th with my Fat Boy 
mountain bike, parked at the road closure 
and rode up the road in hopes of getting into 
and past the Park.  Construction crews were 
present at the bridge location immediately 
below the Park loading up the remnants of 
the destroyed bridge.  As I stood there, they 
dropped a load (a 30’ precast concrete beam) 
sending one worker scrambling for safety as 
they were trying to lift the beam with a front 
end loader and a back hoe.  None of the 
workers wore protective PPE and the chain 
they were using with the back hoe appeared 
to be significantly undersized for a load of 
that weight.  My years enforcing OSHA 
compliance caused me to immediately do a 
U-turn and head back downstream…I’d seen 
enough of that. 
 
The destruction I saw below the Park 
convinced me that above the Park, where the 
canyon is narrower, I will find an entirely new 
river.  I am sure the road that crossed and 
recrossed the river in numerous places to 
provide access to cabins three miles above 
Harris Park is gone.  The houses may also be 
gone.  I suspect that I will have to do some 
scrambling to get over deadfall and into 
dammed up channels to prospect for trout, 
and I cannot wait to explore new holes and 
riffles.  The water is currently very clear as 
always and looks very fishable.  Come on 
opening day!! 
 
[Editor’s note:  For a look at the flood impact 
at and above the park, see these additional 
YouTube videos here and here.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISsjtKwmaII&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDI-lilI3Xc&t
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March 2020 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Denny Kreid 
 

The March 24, 2020 CBFC Board meeting was 
held at 7PM as a Skype multiparty audio 
connection per an agenda provided by 
President Drowley. 
 
Board members connected to the call: Jeff 
Drowley, Mike Wade, Rich Holten, Jim 
Loomis, Wanda Shearer, Reed Kaldor, 
Bill Frier, and Denny Kreid.
 
Conflict of Interest - President Jeff Drowley 
asked if there were any concerns on the part 
of the Board with regard to conflict of 
interest.  With no issues raised, the meeting 
proceeded per the agenda provided.  
 
Secretary Report  - Secretary Denny Kreid 
asked if there were any new comments on 
the February 18, 2020 Board Meeting 
minutes.  Being none, the February 2020 
minutes were approved by the Board. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – CBFC Treasurer 
Sheldon Coleman distributed email copies 
of the February 2020 Treasurer’s Report to 
the Board prior to the Board meeting, but 
was unable to connect to the Skype system.  
President Jeff Drowley read the Treasurer’s 
Report to the Board and requested 
comments.  Following discussion, the 
February 2020 Treasurer’s Report was 
accepted by the Board. 
 
Membership Report – Vice President for 
Membership Rich Holten provided an update 
on members that are paid up for 2020, 
currently at 76.  Rich’s best estimate for the 
final 2020 membership is 86 based on 
current 2019 members that have not yet paid 
for 2020.  Rich indicated that he will hold off 
for another month on the customary notice to 

members to pay their dues or risk deletion 
from the newsletter list. 
 
Programs Report – Vice President for 
Programs, Craig Anderson, distributed his 
March 2020 Programs review by email prior 
to the Board meeting but was unable to 
participate in the Board meeting.  The 
Programs report included planned upcoming 
2020 programs, a wrap-up of the 2020 
Banquet, and discussion of the need and 
possible approaches for the Board to 
encourage increased member participation in 
club activities.  President Drowley read the 
Programs report and led Board discussion on 
its’ content, summarized as follow: 
 
Upcoming Programs 
 

• April 14, 2020 – R Chad Chorney, 
Silver Creek Idaho Guide and 
photographer – Canceled/delayed due 
to COVID 19 restrictions   Will revisit 
for possible future program 

• May 12, 2020 – Gary Lewis, Umpqua 
river guide, writer and TV host, 
Tentative 

• June 9, 2020 - Steve Worley, owner 
of the Worley Bugger Fly Shop, subject 
to be Christmas Island - Tentative 

• September 8, 2020 – CBFC member 
reports on summer 2020 fishing 
outings 

• October 13, 2020 – Henry Hughes, 
Deputy Editor of the Fly Fishing and 
Tying Journal. 

 
Banquet Wrap Up 
 
It appears that CBFC came out very well 
financially on the 2020 Banquet.  As in past 
years the fly raffle was the major source of 
net income.  The adoption of the new 
procedure to solicit donations from CBFC 
members for raffle items was a success. 
Craig suggested, and the Board discussed a 
recommendation that CBFC discontinue the 
purchase of major items such as rods and 
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reels for future raffles since they usually do 
not recover their cost.  
 
Craig noted that Banquet attendance was 
low this year, 58 actually in attendance, 
compared to about 75 in recent years and up 
to 100 some years ago.  Craig suggested, 
and the board discussed, ideas to get more 
participation in the planning and 
management of the banquet.  The board will 
further discuss these issues in future 
meetings. 
 
Newsletter Editor’s Report – Newsletter Editor 
Mike Wade indicated that final Newsletter 
input is needed by the morning of April 8 for 
publication on April, 9 2020    As always, 
inputs from the membership are solicited! 
 
Old Business 
 
Status of CG Public House Contracts - 
President Drowley discussed the contracts 
with CGPH covering the remainder of the 
year.  Due to the COVID-19 problem, the 
timing and ultimate contractual details for 
future meetings are to be determined. 
 
Fly Tying Class – The CBFC fly tying classes 
led by Craig Anderson and supported by 
Reed Kaldor, Jim Loomis and Denny Kreid, 
were held Wednesday, February 12 to March 
11 2020.  The class met in the upstairs 
conference room at Sportsman’s Warehouse. 
 
New Business  
 
Rod Building class – The rod building class 
was initially planned to follow the fly tying 
class starting March 18, 2020 and running for 
five weeks also at the Sportsman’s 
Warehouse location.  Wanda Shearer and 
Mac Ryan are leading the class. The 
students ordered and have received their 
materials.  However the rod building class is 
indefinitely delayed pending constraints to 

comply with restrictions necessitated by the 
COVID 19 virus outbreak.  Wanda will be 
following up with the club, Sportsman’s 
Warehouse and the students as the COVID-
19 issues ramp down. 
 
Potential Liability Issues – In response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance 
with the state’s current restrictions, the 
board of directors voted tonight to cancel ALL 
Columbia Basin Fly Casters group activities 
for the foreseeable future.  Specifically, there 
will be no club meeting in April, there will be 
no rod building classes in March/April, there 
will be no outing to Rocky Ford in April, and 
there will be no outing to Sun Lakes in 
April/May.  The board will assess future 
meetings and activities as conditions evolve 
and we will keep the membership updated 
through emails and newsletters.  We regret 
that we have to take this action, but the 
health and safety of our members is our 
priority. 
 
In light of the difficulties arising from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, the board discussed 
potential personal and organizational 
liabilities that might arise from CBFC 
activities in the current and/or future 
activities.  After extensive discussion it was 
concluded by the board that it may be 
advisable to amend the CBFC Bylaws to 
address the potential liability issues.  
Therefore, President Drowley took an 
action to assemble a group of CBFC members 
to flesh out the potential liability issues and 
to develop a plan to amend the CBFC Bylaws 
accordingly. 
  
Future Board Meeting – It was agreed that 
April Board meeting will be held on Skype at 
7:00 PM on April 27, 2020. 
 
 
 
  



Columbia Basin Fly Casters April 2020 Newsletter   Page 9 of 10 

Going Fishing Guide Service 
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and insured 
Burbank, WA 99323 
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the 

Editor if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 
 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information. 
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 
 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 6,000 patterns 
 
Tightline Productions – Excellent videos of patterns 
and tips 
 
In the Riffle  - Fly tying videos and tips 
 
 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 
 
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that belong to Fly 
Fishers International 
 
 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 
 
Oregon Fishing Regulations  
 
Washington Fishing Regulations & Seasons 
 
Washington Emergency Rule Updates 
 
Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 States  
 
 
 FISHING INFORMATION  
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing Information 
 
Oregon Fishing Resources and Information 
 
Washington Fishing & Shellfishing Information 
 
Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant developments 
related to salmon and steelhead recovery and other 
important Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and historical 
data for Washington State. 
 
 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s purpose is to 
advise and educate the public on conservation of 
marine resources. CCA’s objective is to conserve, 
promote, and enhance present and future availability 
of coastal resources. 
 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
  
Native Fish Society  
 
Wild Salmon Center 
 
Trout Unlimited  
 
Western Rivers Conservancy 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 
 
 Date: _____________________ 
 
 Name_____________________________ 

Renewal, no change in address/phones/  email  
 

 Street Address:_____________________ 

 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 
 
 Primary Phone: _______________ 
 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 
 
 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 __________________________________  
 
 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes business-card 

size, fishing-related advert in newsletters. Send 
artwork as xxx.jpg digital file to editor 

 
 Who can we thank for referring you to our  Club? 
 __________________________________ 
 
 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/tightlinevideo
http://intheriffle.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org/
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.westernrivers.org/

