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Monthly Meeting - THE KLICKITAT RIVER  & ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Our speaker this month, November 11 th, will be Jack Mitchell from the Evening Hatch Fly Shop in El-
lensburg, WA. http://www.theeveninghatch.com/index.htm  Jack’s presentation will be Fishing the Klicki-
tat River.  

The Evening Hatch provides guide services on the Yakima, 
Naches, Upper Columbia and Olympic Peninsula, and operates a fly 
shop at 2308 Canyon Road. Evening Hatch also is a source for fly 
fishing equipment and materials. Jack Mitchell has been a monthly 
speaker at the Casters in the past, however, his presentation was on 
the Yakima, so this is an opportunity to learn a bit more about the 
Klickitat River, a nearby, highly productive trout and steelhead fish-
ery. 

As a reminder, an accurate headcount is extremely important at our new meeting location, so if you 
plan to attend, please make sure your caller is notified. Please work closely with your caller to make sure 
he/she is aware of your intention to eat dinner at the meeting.  

Menu: Sliced turkey, Baked ham, Mashed potatoes, Stuffing, Green beans w/bacon & onion, Buttery 
Corn w/peppers, Green salad, Rolls, Cranberries.   Craig Anderson, VP ProgramsCraig Anderson, VP ProgramsCraig Anderson, VP ProgramsCraig Anderson, VP Programs 

Rod’s Reflections 

I  recently caught a nice B run steelhead while swinging flies on the Clearwater. If made about 4 
spectacular jumps and several strong runs. What a thrill. Fish like that plus the awe inspiring 
scenery, powerful rivers, the fun of just casting and, of course, the tug of the fish when he finally 

takes your fly are why I love steelhead fishing despite numerous fishless days.  
We will have our Annual Meeting and 

Election at our November meeting. It is 
not too late to throw your hat into the 
ring, or maybe someone else’s hat. A 
cautionary note – you can still be 
elected even if you are not at the meet-
ing. Treasurer Marty Ottem will pre-
sent our yearly financial report 

We have a special opportunity on November 8. Fly tying expert and local ce-
lebrity LeRoy Hyatt will be conducting a fly tying class for us. The class of 20 is 
full. However, you can watch three seasons of Fly Tying The Angler's Art at http://
www.kwsu.org/Offers/FlyTying.aspx 

We are approaching year end so it is time to renew your club membership – a 
great bargain at $25 per year. You can pay your 2015 dues at the next club meet-
ing. See page 7 for the membership form. 

The Sportsmen Show is coming up in January 2015. This is good exposure for 
the club and an opportunity to pick up new members. There will be a sign up 
sheet at the December and January meeting. Lots of volunteers are needed to man our Kid’s Fly Tying 
and informational booth and the Fly Tying Theater. Please help out if you can. See page 2. 

There is still time to get out and chase some steelhead so you don’t need to put your gear away yet. – 
go fishing. Good luck. Rod Gilge, PresidentRod Gilge, PresidentRod Gilge, PresidentRod Gilge, President 

 

President: Jim Loomis 
VP Programs: Craig Anderson 
VP Membership: Rich Holten 
Secretary: Mike Wade 
Treasurer: Marty Ottem 

Newsletter: TBA 
Director 3 yr: John Strand 
Director 2 yr: Dale Schielke 
Director 1 yr: Rich Weaver 

Proposed 2015 Officers and Board of Directors 
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Deadline Extended for Public Comment on Proposed 
Columbia River Basin Fishing Rules 

The public will have more time to review proposed changes to 
fishing rules for the Columbia River Basin. Under an extended com-
ment period WDFW will accept written comments through Nov. 13 
on the proposed rules - about a month longer than previously an-
nounced. In addition, the WA Fish and Wildlife Commission post-
poned a public hearing on the proposals until its Dec. 12-13 meeting 
in Olympia. Written testimony can also be submitted during that time. 
The commission, which sets policy for WDFW, is scheduled to take 
action on the proposed rule changes in a January meeting. 

Fisheries managers have recommended 32 of the proposals sub-
mitted by the public in May move forward for additional review. To 
review and comment on the proposed rules, visit WDFW's webpage 
at http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/. The web-
page has more information about the proposals as well as those not 
recommended for further consideration at http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/
regulations/rule_proposals/. Contact Craig Burley, (360) 902-2784 

WDFW Seeks Nominations for Steelhead and Cutthroat Policy Advisory Group 
WDFW will select as many as 15 individuals to serve two-year terms on the Steelhead/Cutthroat Policy Advisory Group, with new 

terms beginning in January 2015. Advisors provide guidance to WDFW on a range of issues related to management of steelhead and 
cutthroat. Advisors also serve as an important communication link between the department and its constituents. 

Advisors should have a broad statewide interest in steelhead and cutthroat. They must effectively communicate with large seg-
ments of the public and clearly articulate their ideas and guidance to fishery managers within the department. The advisory group will 
meet approximately four times each year and advisors are asked to provide comment on written material throughout the year. 

Current members of the advisory group are encouraged to reapply. WDFW is also looking for new candidates with varied back-
grounds who can effectively present their views on steelhead and anadromous cutthroat management to WDFW and the public. 

Any group or individual can submit a nomination. Self-nominations are accepted. Nominees do not need to be affiliated with an 
organized group. Nominations must include the following information: 

1. The nominee's name, address, email address and telephone number. 
2. Relevant experience. 
3. Brief description of interest in serving as a member of the advisory group. 
4. Nominee's affiliations, if any. 
5. Nominee's effectiveness in communication. 
6. Name and contact information for any individual or organization submitting a nomination. 
Nominations must be received by 5 p.m., Nov. 30. Nominations may be submitted to Bob Leland, WDFW steelhead program 

manager, by mail: 600 Capitol Way N., Olympia, WA, 98501-1091; or by email robert.leland@dfw.wa.gov. More information is avail-
able by contacting Bob Leland at (360) 902-2817. 

Nominations Sought for Columbia River Fishery 
Advisory Groups 

Fishery managers in Washington and Oregon are seeking 
candidates to fill positions on advisory committees that pro-
vide guidance on sport and commercial fishing issues on the 
Columbia and Snake rivers. 

The two states' fish and wildlife departments will accept 
nominations to their joint advisory groups on Columbia River 
sport and commercial fisheries through Friday, Nov. 14. The 
two groups meet three to four times per year to develop rec-
ommendations for salmon, steelhead, sturgeon and smelt 
fisheries. 

Members are also expected to provide comments on is-
sues addressed by the North of Falcon season-setting proc-
ess for salmon fisheries, Columbia River Compact commer-
cial fishing hearings and joint state hearings on sportfishing 
policies. 

Up to 16 candidates will be chosen for each advisory 
group, which together represent all aspects of the Northwest 
fishing industry. Any group or individual may submit a nomi-
nation. Nominations should include the following information: 
A resume with contact information and a statement that de-
scribes the nominee's fishing experience, interest in serving 
on the committee and ability to communicate with regional 
constituents. 

Nominations can be submitted to WDFW by mail at 2108 
Grand Blvd, Vancouver, WA 98661, by FAX at (360) 906-
6776, or by email toTeamVancouver@dfw.wa.gov. 

For more information on nominations to the sportfishing 
advisory group seehttp://wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/
nominations/columbia_river_rec.pdf. For more information on 
nominations to the commercial fishing advisory group 
see http://wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/nominations/
columbia_river_comm.pdf.   

Contact: Ron Roler, (360) 696-6211 ext. 6737 

Mike Wade & guide Zack Williams enjoy shore lunch on the 
Clearwater River, ID. Photo: Rod Gilge 
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 Guiding Eastern 

Washington rivers 

and 

reservoirs for salmon, 

steelhead, trout, 

walleye and sturgeon 

 
509-542-1266 

   509-430-6448 WA and USCG Licensed 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S 

         Membership News        
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS— Welcome new members— Roberto Huelga family  
STATUS— The club has  107 family and business members paid for 2014.  
2015 MEMBERSHIP— Time to renew your CBFC membership for 2015. We'll start the process this month at our 

November meeting. See the form on page 7.  

Please introduce yourself and say Hello! to your tablemates especially new and recent members.   

        Rich HoltenRich HoltenRich HoltenRich Holten,,,,    VP Membership VP Membership VP Membership VP Membership  

CBFC 2015 Outings & Events 
We are looking for volunteers to lead a couple of the 2015 outings. If 
you can lead one of the outings or if you have a suggestion for an 
outing please let a board member know.  Additional information about 
the outings will be posted in the newsletter in the new year and as we 
get closer to the date. 

WHAT?  Holidays?  
Our December 9th meeting will be our annual 

HOLIDAY PARTY, and will feature our Infamous Gift 

Exchange after dinner. All  family members are 

welcome. Craig will emcee the “event” and explain 

the rules as we start.  

 Please bring a gift wrapped with no identification 

of the donor (anonymous) to be in on the fun. Crea-

tive and deceptive packaging is encouraged and 

entertaining. Gifts should be in the neighborhood of 

$10-15, although as usual, selections of flies are 

always welcome. Warm socks, flies, gloves, flies, 

ornaments, flies and vest gear are popular. Choco-

late is nice, too. There will also be a quite famous 

pair of underwear, with Lord knows what editions 

made to them since last year, for some lucky recipi-

ent to take home for the year.   
More details in the December newsletter.  

Attention Fly Casters: I am compiling a CLUB 

WISH LIST for our December issue. I need your 

input. Please email your favorite fishing gifts and 

stocking stuffers to your editor BY Nov 30. This will 

help new members with shopping/creating and who 

knows, someone close to you may see the list 

Sportsmen Show January 16-18, 2015 
The 22th Annual Tri-Cities Sportsmen Show opens Friday, 

January 16th, 2015 at the TRAC in Pasco and runs through Sunday, 
January 18th. Once again the CBFC will sponsor a booth and Fly 
Tying Theater. This show is one of our best opportunities to showcase 
our club and it usually draws in new members and participation in the 
fly tying, rod building and casting workshops that club members con-
duct in February, March and June. 

Jim Saunders will be coordinating booth. Ted Poston will be man-
aging the Fly Tying Theater. – VOLUNTEERS are needed, and all 
volunteers get free admission to the show.  

A signup sheet will be routed at the December and January club 
meetings for sign-ups. Folks are needed for fly tying demonstrations, 
selling raffle tickets, set up (Thursday) and tear down (Sunday).  

For more information on the Sportsmen Show, visit: http://
www.shuylerproductions.com/index.php 

CBFC Video LibraryCBFC Video Library: : MM ISSINGISSING  ITEMSITEMS!!!!  

We are missing two of our CBFC DVDs: 
Anatomy of a Trout Stream  

RIO Spey Casting 
Please check your fishing DVDs to see if 
you still have one of these DVDs.  
Contact Rich Holten if you find one of 
them. 509-521-4291 rpba@charter.net  
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CBFC Board Meeting Minutes   OCTOBER 28, 2014 

Attendees - Rod Gilge, Dennis Collins, Dennis Kreid, Marty Ottem, Dale Schielke, Craig Anderson 
(Absent: Rich Holten, Jim Saunders, Mike Wade, Richard Weaver, Ellen Bentley) 
Call to Order - Rod Gilge called the meeting to order at 7:07PM, no conflicts of interest were noted with the agenda. 
 
Secretary’s Report - Due to Mike’s absence, no report was provided. 
Treasurer’s Report - Marty Ottem provided a report showing the Casters in sound financial shape. Details will be provided during the 
Annual Meeting in November. 
VP Membership Report - Rich Holten was not available to provide a membership report, however, it was reported that CBFC has one 
new member. As a reminder, we need to alert members to the membership renewal period starting soon. 
VP Programs Report - Craig reported that Jack Mitchell from the Evening Hatch in Ellensburg would be our speaker at the November 
meeting.   

The December meeting will feature our Christmas Party/Chinese gift exchange with Dennis Collins hosting the exchange in Craig’s 
absence. Dale suggested a format change; the person drawing first in the past has been given the opportunity to take another gift at 
the end of the proceedings. Dale suggested that this practice be discontinued if that person’s initial gift was taken by another partici-
pant during the exchange, thereby allowing the first person to choose something else. The object of having the first person allowed to 
take another unfrozen gift at the end of the exchange was to ensure that if he/she drew a gift he/she didn’t want, he/she would have a 
chance to get something else. The practice suggested by Dale will be accommodated. 

Craig reported that he was working on speakers for January and February, contacts having been made but no speakers confirmed. 
The Advanced Fly Tying class with LeRoy Hyatt on November 8 th is coming along slowly with only 9 participants signed up. The 

decision to have people call Craig to register was to allow members that were not at the monthly meeting to get into a class with a 
cutoff of 20 participants. The response was short of expectations and Craig will call others to fill the class. Other arrangements are set 
and materials available. Craig asked for help packaging the materials and Dennis and Dennis volunteered to help. The local hotels 
are all full the night of November 7 th when LeRoy will arrive due to the State Cross Country Championship at Sun Willows. LeRoy will 
likely be staying with Craig unless hotel rooms open up. Because of the savings in hotel expenses, lunch will be provided to students. 

The Annual Banquet is on March 7th and Craig Matthews from Blue Ribbon Fly Shop in West Yellowstone will be the speaker. 
Newsletter - Ellen is retiring as newsletter editor after 20 years of championing this for the Casters. One candidate has volunteered to 
take on this responsibility pending a meeting with Ellen to understand the process. Ellen has sent out an email indicating that input is 
due ASAP so that Ellen can put together the newsletter by November 5 th. 
Other Business 

Outings - A draft schedule of outings was presented, discussed and changes made to accommodate an East Lake, Oregon outing 
that will coincide with the Fly Fishing Conclave in the Bend/Sun River area in August. This means not having a Lochsa outing in Au-
gust and retaining the Anthony Lakes outing the weekend after Labor Day. The schedule will be published after finalization. 

Slate of 2015 Board Members - A slate of officers has been developed with all positions filled, excepting the newsletter editor posi-
tion noted above. Elections will be held at the November meeting. 

Headcount for Monthly Meetings - Continued work is needed to improve the accuracy of the headcount for the monthly meetings. 
The Country Gentleman has been accommodating our needs, but we had 62 dinners served at the last meeting and called in 55. Call-
ers must make contact and members need to respond.  

2015 Sportsmen Show - Richard Weaver volunteered to help Jim Saunders with this event in mid-January 2015. Rod will call 
Ted Poston to see if he has the application information from the organizer. 

2015 Annual Banquet - Dennis Kreid will head up organization for the Banquet, and will contact Reed Kaldor to see if he is still on 
board to handle purchase and collection of items for the 
raffles and auctions. The date is March 7, 2015. 
    Submitted by Craig Anderson,Craig Anderson,Craig Anderson,Craig Anderson, VP Programs 

Scooteney Reservoir Club Outing: 27 September 
Our second attempt in 2015 to catch small and largemouth 
bass on a fly wasn't any more successful than our first at-
tempt at Crow Butte in May. The wind and waves again 
ended our fishing by noon. In all, 10 CBFC members at-
tended and just about all caught a fish or two. Ken Gano 
was high hook with six or seven smallmouth. Photo (right) 
are Gordon, Bob, Jim Yarborough, Randy, Rod Gilge, 
and Ken. Not shown but also attending were Darius 
Grogan, John and Jim Saunders. John Strand  
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WDFW Weekender Report 
For more information about fishing, hunting and wildlife viewing available this month, see the Weekender Regional Reports posted 
on WDFW’s website at wdfw.wa.gov/weekender/. These reports are updated throughout the month to provide current information 
about recreational opportunities around the state. Anglers should always check the Washington Sportfishing Rules pamphlet and any 
applicable rule changes before wetting a line. Videos on basic and cold-weather techniques for trout fishing can be found on the de-
partment’s YouTube page. 

Eastern Washington: The Snake River steelhead fishery is traditionally good in November with the onset of cooler, clearer wa-
ters. This year’s returns are better than last season, said regional Fish Program Manager John Whalen. Up to three hatchery-marked 
steelhead (missing adipose fin) can be retained daily. Check WDFW’s website for details.  

 Despite what the rules pamphlet says, the first of November is NOT the start of catch-and-release steelhead fishing on the Tucan-
non River. By emergency rule change earlier this fall, all steelhead with a missing adipose fin caught in the Tucannon must be re-
tained. Catch-and-release of hatchery steelhead is not allowed. The daily limit is reduced to two hatchery steelhead per day. The rea-
son for the change is to provide more protection for natural-origin steelhead.  Removal of stray hatchery steelhead that primarily enter 
the Tucannon in the fall prevents them from spawning and provides a refuge area for early returning wild steelhead. 

Steelhead fishing on the Columbia River near the Tri-Cities should be good this month because so many hatchery-origin fish have 
been “recycled” there by WDFW Ringold Springs fish hatchery staff.  “We’re seeing more hatchery steelhead returning to the hatchery 
trap this year than in the last 10 years of trapping records,” said hatchery manager Mike Erickson. “In the last two weeks of October 
we’ve recycled more than 400 steelhead to the river downstream in the Tri-Cities area so that anglers have additional opportunities. 
As temperatures cool these fish should be biting.” 

Rainbow trout fishing is available for the first time this month and next in two of the man-made impoundments off the Tucannon 
River that normally close at the end of October. By a special rule this year, Blue Lake and Spring Lake on WDFW’s Wooten Wildlife 
Area are open through Dec. 31. Both are well-stocked with catchable-size rainbows from the Tucannon Fish Hatchery and should 
provide good fishing until the end of the year. 

Southwest Spokane Co’s Amber Lake remains open through the end of November for catch-and-release, selective-gear fishing for 
rainbow and cutthroat trout. District Fish Biologist Randy Osborne reports that fishing has been good at Amber and the trout are in 
very good condition.  

Rainbow trout fishing at Sprague Lake on the Lincoln/Adams Co line has been good this fall. Osborne reminds Sprague Lake 
trout anglers that although the daily limit is five fish, only two trout over 20" may be retained. Good rainbow trout fishing is also avail-
able now at Long Lake (Lake Spokane), and Osborne says it should get even better through the fall. These are the sterile rainbows 
that are stocked (155,000 annually) through a cooperative effort by WDFW and Avista. Some of these fish were raised by WDFW and 
some by Trout Lodge. The fish stocked in June are now running between 10-12" and are very healthy and robust. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Here are photos of fish that Ted 

Poston, Ken Gano and I 
caught in LaPaz, MX in Octo-
ber. We fished with the Baja 
Pirates. Ted bought the tickets 
at the 2014 January Fly Casters 
meeting at a "discount."  
        Dennis D Dauble 

Ken with a dorado  

Ted with a grouper 

DDD with a pargo 
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Z-Lake on WDFW’s Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area in Lincoln Co should still be a fair place to catch a fat rainbow trout, reports 
area manager Juli Anderson. “Remember, that this is a walk-in fishing site. We just inspected the aeration system to ensure the 
hatchery trout in the lake have oxygen over the winter, and everything’s looking good.” Lake Roosevelt, the year-round Columbia 
River reservoir off Grand Coulee Dam, has good rainbow trout fishing this month and some walleye opportunities. 

Northcentral Washington: November can be a very “profitable” time to fish for many species according to Region Fish Program 
Manager Jeff Korth. “It may be all about fish feeding to put on some weight for winter,” Korth said. “Walleye fishing is hot at this time 
on Moses Lake and Potholes Reservoir and other big waters. Both largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing is also very good in the 
fall. And as the water cools, trout lakes start to kick in again. November is one of the better months for cutthroat fishing in Lake 
Lenore.” 

Ffish biologist Aulin Smith reports it’s a great time to fish for rainbow trout on Banks Lake and recommends fishing the areas 
around Coulee Playland resort, “million dollar mile,” and at Coulee City Park. “They tend to move in along the shorelines and up into 
the shallows,” Smith said. “Some boat anglers have good success trolling crankbaits in the area known as Devils Lake at the north 
end of Banks, and along the west wall at the south end. I’ve checked anglers with big rainbows over 20" and one that was 24" from 
the bank. The bank anglers are plunking marshmellows and worms. The fishing should get better as it gets colder.” 

Smith also reports over 500,000 kokanee were recently stocked in Banks Lake and should provide good fishing in the future. 
A few lowland rainbow trout lakes in Okanogan Co are still open for catch-and-release trout fishing 

through the month of November - Green and Lower Green lakes near Omak, and Rat Lake near Brew-
ster. Selective gear rules are in effect for these three lakes. 

Salmon and hatchery steelhead fishing on the Upper Columbia River and several of its tributaries 
continues this month. The Similkameen River opens Nov. 1 for the hatchery steelhead retention season, 
which has been under way since Oct. 8 on parts of the mainstem Columbia and the Wenatchee, Entiat, 
Methow, and Okanogan rivers. This season requires retention of hatchery steelhead (identified by a 
missing adipose fin with a healed scar at the location of the clipped fin), with a daily catch limit of two. 
Selective gear rules and night closure are in effect, except the use of bait is allowed on the mainstem 
Columbia River. All steelhead with an intact adipose fin must be released unharmed and cannot be re-
moved from the water prior to release.  

Chinook salmon fishing is open through the month on the Columbia from Priest Rapids Dam to Chief 
Joseph Dam  with a daily catch limit of six (marked or unmarked), of which only three may be adult chi-
nook ( 24" or better).  

Coho salmon fishing is open through the month on the Columbia River from Priest Rapids Dam to Chief Joseph Dam, and on the 
Wenatchee, Icicle, and Methow rivers with a daily catch limit of two coho of minimum size 12 inches. Anglers are required to possess 
a Columbia River Salmon/Steelhead Endorsement as part of their valid fishing license when fishing any of these tributaries of the Co-
lumbia. All details of these special rule fisheries (not listed in the 2014 Sport Fishing Rules pamphlet) are available on the depart-
ment’s website.  

South Central Washington: November is the time when most anglers turn their attention to steelhead, although this year coho 
salmon are also an option through Nov. 9 on a section of the Yakima River. With coho returning in record numbers, the WDFW 
opened the special fishery in late October from the Interstate 82 bridge at Union Gap to the “closed water” line 3,500 feet downstream 
of Roza Dam.  

“For the first time in 14 years, we’re getting enough coho back to the Yakima River to open a sport fishery,” said Eric Anderson, 
Yakima WDFW fish biologist. “More than 15,000 fish were counted passing Prosser Dam through Oct. 20.” 

Under the new rules, anglers can catch and keep up to two coho – hatchery or wild – per day. Barbless hooks are required, and 
steelhead must be released. Other rules, including gear restrictions and night closures, are outlined in the Fishing Rule Change notice 
on WDFW’s website. 

Meanwhile, bank anglers have been picking up some hatchery steelhead in the Hanford Reach and other open areas of the Co-
lumbia River. The bulk of the estimated 281,000 summer steelhead expected to return to the Columbia River this year have passed 
Bonneville Dam. “This is a sizable run that should offer good fishing this month and right through spring,” said Paul Hoffarth, Tri-Cities 
WDFW fish biologist. “Catch rates should pick up in the Hanford Reach and farther upriver as the month progresses.” In the Tri-cities 
area, the Columbia River is open for steelhead fishing upstream to the wooden powerline towers at the old Hanford townsite through 
March 31. A second area of the Hanford Reach will open from the Vernita (Hwy 24) Bridge upstream to Priest Rapids Dam on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

WDFW hatchery crews boosted fishing prospects near the Tri-Cities by recycling 400 steelhead returning to the Ringold Spring fish 
hatchery in late October. “We’re seeing more hatchery steelhead returning to the hatchery trap this year than in the last ten years of 
trapping records,” said hatchery manager Mike Erickson. However, anglers should be aware of a new rule that closes all fishing along 
the Franklin Co shoreline between markers located 100 feet upstream and 100 feet downstream from Ringold Springs Hatchery 
Creek and extending 100 feet toward mid-river. Even so, Ringold still offers plenty of fishing access by boat or on shore. Hoffarth 
noted that steelhead orient to the seams and slots nearest the eastern bank of the river, both above and below the hatchery intake 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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creek. Many hatchery fish spend the winter there until they’re 
either caught or until the spring rising waters send them into the 
hatchery intake creek.  

Bank anglers work the seams close to shore, fishing progres-
sively deeper throughout the day as the suns climbs higher and 
as anglers’ casts and boat traffic spook fish deeper and further 
from shore. First thing in the morning, steelhead often lie in as 
little as 5 feet of water, but can be found as deep as 20 feet late 
in the day. 

Boat anglers use trolling motors to hold parallel to the bank, 
slipping downstream slowly, and casting toward shore and the 
slots and seams where steelies hold. Some boaters backtroll 
plugs as well. Popular lures for Ringold and other regional 
steelhead fisheries include scented or baited bucktail or mara-
bou jigs in black, black and red, black and purple, and 
“nightmare” patterns. Jigs are fished close to the bottom below 
slip bobbers.  

Other good offerings for steelhead throughout the region 
include drifting corkies with yarn, eggs, shrimp, or nightcrawlers 
– or trolling or backtrolling diving steelhead plugs in chrome 
colors: red, purple, green, and pink. Black with silver-sparkle 
overlay is another good choice. Some anglers remove the 
hooks from plugs and attach four feet of leader followed by a 
corky or spin and glo and a tempting bait like coon shrimp or 
eggs. This method – called “diver and bait” fishing – works best 
in moving water. 

Steelhead fishing can be even better farther down the Co-
lumbia in the still-water forebay behind McNary Dam, where a 
large concentration of steelhead stocks from throughout the 
basin hold for the winter. A similar wintering scenario exists in 
forebays behind other Columbia and Snake River dams, includ-
ing Ice Harbor Dam upstream of the town of Burbank. 

Trolling lighted plugs at night is popular and productive at 
McNary and in other dam forebays, but anglers should take 
special precautions to stay safe at night, including legally light-
ing boats in the bow and stern to stay visible to other anglers.  

Diehard anglers also know that November offers good bass 
and walleye fishing as they pack on pounds before slipping 
into lethargy for the winter, usually in December. Virtually every 
section of the Columbia and Snake rivers in south central 
Washington holds large populations of both smallmouth bass 
and walleye. Anglers should start in 15-25 ft on the edges of the 
main river channels. 

Anglers can also look forward to reeling in some large brood-
stock rainbow trout from a half-dozen small lakes and gravel-pit 
ponds in and around Yakima and Ellensburg.  

Stocking dates have not been set yet, but WDFW usually 
starts planting these 3-10 pound fish mid to late November. 
Anglers can check the Trout Plant Reports to see when these 
fish are available. Target lakes include North FioRito, Mattoon, I
-82 Pond #4, Rotary, Myron and Reflection Pond. These brood-
stock plants are designed to supplement carryover trout and 
warmwater fish such as yellow perch, crappie, largemouth bass 
and channel catfish. North Elton Pond near Selah will also be 
stocked with half-pound rainbow trout prior to that lake opening 
Dec. 1.   

(Continued from page 6) Columbia Basin Fly Casters 
Post Office Box 791 

Richland, Washington   99352 

2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Date:  _____________________ 

 

Name:  _______________________________________ 

 

ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One)  

Please make checks payable to CBFC 
 

__________ Family Membership ($25) 

__________ Business Membership ($35)includes business card 

size advert in all newsletters. Send .jpg artwork to editor  
 

IS THIS: (Please Check One) 

__________ Renewal, no change in address/phone/email  

      (no need to complete remainder of form) 

__________ Renewal w change in address/phone/email 

__________ New Membership 

Name(s) of Family Member(s) / Business 

 

____________________          ___________________ 

 

____________________          ____________________ 

 

____________________          ____________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________________ 

 

City:  ________________________________________ 

 

State:  ________________   Zip:  __________________ 

 

Primary  Phone:  __________________ 

 

Work Phone:   __________________ 

 

Emails:  ______________________________ 

 

            ______________________________ 

□Please check to receive ONLY emailed club newsletter 

until further notice. Savings are applied to improving club 

activities. 

 

Who can we thank for referring you to our Club? 

_______________________________________ 

 

Treasurer:  (Please Complete) 

 

_______ Cash 

 

_______ Check    Check Number: ________________ 

 

Membership:  (Please Complete) 

          Date Database updated:  
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NNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER   CCCLUBLUBLUB   CCCALENDERALENDERALENDER   

SAT, 1—MOST STREAMS AND RIVERS CLOSED FOR TROUT (PAGES 4-7) 

 

TUES, 11—MONTHLY MEETING (PAGE  1) 

2015 BOARD ELECTION AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (PAGE 2) 

 

SAT, 8—LEROY HYATT FLY TYING SEMINAR (PAGE 1) 

 

THURS, 27—BE THANKFUL 

 

GO FISHING!  TAKE PHOTOS!  TIE FLIES! (PAGES 2, 4-7) 

 

VARIOUS  DATES—COLUMBIA RIVER SYSTEM SALMON & STEELHEAD OPENING/CLOSURES  

Anglers should refer to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW) 

 sport fishing rules pamphlet for other regulations, including possession limits and closures. 


