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March 2017

CLUB PURPOSE:  To promote fly fishing, to conserve regional 
fishing resources, and to encourage friendship and cooperation 
among all anglers. 

NEXT MEETING:  ANNUAL BANQUET at Meadow Springs 
Country Club.  Fly tying demo at 1p, Wet Fly 5:30p, Dinner 6:30p. 
Buy your Tickets before 25Feb.  

PROGRAM:  Rambles of a Wandering Western Angler by 
John Shewey.  John will describe fly-fishing in the Northwest at 
famous places and at little-known waters, from distant to close-to-
home fisheries.  This 
beautifully photographed 
program includes angling 
adventures on a variety of 
waters.  Come along for 
the ride as John revisits 
some of his favorite travels 
and most cherished 
adventures.  Enjoy the 
fish, the places they live, 
the beautiful surrounds, 
and the memorable 
stories.  No matter where 
you live—here in the 
Northwest or anywhere 
else in the country—this 
captivating presentation 
will keep you enthralled.

DO THE DUES 

Dues for 2017 
membership in CBFC 
are now due.  See 

sidebar.

2017 OFFICERS 
 President-Mike Wade 
 509 713-0859 
 Mike's email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VPPrograms: 
   John Strand 
 Treasurer: 
   Jeff Drowley 
 Secretary: 
   Denny Kreid 
 Directors at large: 
   Craig Anderson 
   Dennis Collins 
   Ted Lewis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Ron Reed 
 Past President: 
   Ted Poston 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 

 6:00p -Wet Fly-no 
 host 
 6:30p -Dinner-$15 
 7:15p -Program - 
 free 

MEMBERSHIP 
DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info  please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
email 

CBFC CLUB 
WEBSITE 

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

Feb 24  Last day to buy Banquet tickets 
Mar  4   Annual CBFC Banquet 
Mar  7   Order rod-building material, p. 2 
Mar 11  Rocky Ford Day Outing 
Mar 22  Rod-Building class begins 
Apr 26-30 Sun Lakes Club multi-day Outing 

JOHN SHEWEY

mailto:mike@wadesmail.net?subject=
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org
mailto:mike@wadesmail.net?subject=
mailto:cbfcfish@charter.net?subject=
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org


President’s Message 
by Mike Wade 

Last month I wrote that fishing weather was 
just around the corner.  As everyone knows, 
Mother Nature always gets the final say and 
she smacked us with a couple of more weeks 
of wintery weather.  But now Spring is really 
on its way, at least according to my calendar, 
and it is time to get your fly boxes and 
rods and reels dusted off and ready for 
the upcoming club outings.  And to save 
you the trouble of dusting, we have a bunch 
of talented tiers who have donated their 
creations for the fly raffle at the annual 
Banquet.  The more tickets you buy the 
better your chances of winning a box of these 
fantastic fish foolers! 

Wisdom from Winnie 
the Pooh’s Friend 

Free Rod-Building 
Instruction 

by Dan Robertson 
You know the satisfaction that comes with 
catching that big trout on a fly you have 
tied.  Now you can double your fun and 
satisfaction by catching that big one with a 
fly rod that you made!  The annual rod-
building class will start Wednesday, 
March 22nd, from 6-8p, and run for 5 
weeks.   I will coordinate the class with 
assistance from several other Club members 
who have extensive rod building experience.  
Instruction is free; but each student will be 
responsible to purchase the materials 
for the rod of their choice. 

  
There will be a pre-class meeting on 
Tuesday, March 7th, so we can order rod-
building materials.  I will call you to notify 
you of the time and place of the parts 
ordering meeting, as well as the regular class 
sessions.  Please let me know that you 
are planning to take the class by 
February 28th, so I can organize the pre-
class meeting and get enough parts 
catalogs.  Please call me at 509 430-8378 
to let me you are planning to attend the 
class. 
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Annual Banquet 
March 4th 
by Craig Anderson 

The Columbia Basin Fly Casters Annual 
Banquet is set for March 4 at Meadow 
Springs Country Club.  TICKETS 
AVAILABLE THROUGH 24FEB at 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, or through 
Craig Anderson at 378-7849.  Tickets are 
$40@ and includes entrance to all 
activities, dinner and dessert.  Please 
plan on an evening of fun and fellowship 

Activities start at 1p with a fly tying 
demonstration by speaker John Shewey.  

He will be tying classic steelhead flies.  There 
is no charge to attend the fly-tying demo. 

John provided the following biographic for us 
(self-deprecation is all his doing): 
"John Shewey has been accused of being a 
deadbeat slacker, but he steadfastly refutes 
such charges and insists instead that he is a 
lifelong fly-fishing addict.  He usually 
admits to being the editor-in-chief of 
Northwest Fly Fishing, unless you are mad 
at the magazine, in which case John is likely 

to deny any involvement.  His 30-year career 
as a writer and photographer has produced 
countless magazine articles and nearly 20 
books.  A couple of his books are pretty 
good.  John’s most recent title is Classic 
Steelhead Flies.  When not plunging into a 
cold river over his wader tops, John spends 
considerable time on the verge of cardiac 
arrest following his Weimaraners around 
Oregon’s chukar country." 

The evening activities start at 5:30p with 
a cash bar, silent auctions and the fly raffle.  
The fly raffle includes over 20 boxes of 
member-tied-flies.  Silent auction items will 
include rods and reels, books, tying 
materials, craft items, wine, tying tools, and 
other items typically auctioned in prior years.    

This will be followed by a buffet dinner 
menu with the following: 
Smoked Beef BrisketRoast  
Roasted True Cod with Tomato/Rosemary Seasoning 
Green Beans with Bacon 
Roasted Yukon Potatoes 
Washington Salad 
Compote Salad 
Texas Toast 
Carrot Cake and Vanilla Cake with Chocolate Frosting 

After dinner there will be acknowledgements 
of Club members for their service.  After that 
will be the main audio-visual presentation by 
John Shewey.  See page 1 for description of  
John’s evening program. This program offers 
a celebration of fly-fishing in the Pacific 
Northwest, a region richly endowed with a 
wide array of fascinating fisheries and often 
visited by anglers from across and beyond 
the continent.  

Columbia Basin Fly Casters March 2017 Newsletter Page �  of �3 13

STEELHEAD FLY
BY JOHN SHEWEY

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE 
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
 to them, and bring them to the next meeting.  

tight lines and BIG fish.
Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor
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Photo Essay 
Railroad Ranch-
Henry’s Fork, ID 

by Ron Reed



Barely Fishing 
by Mike McWethy 

Denny and I horse packed into the Wind 
River Range one September.  The cutthroat 
fishing was slow, so we backpacked six 
miles over a pass to a string of five lakes 
said to hold golden trout.  We worked the 
top two lakes without seeing a rise or fish.  
Similar results on number three and four.  
Denny decided to work back to camp while I 
slid down to number five.  
 At the inlet, I finally saw a rise, off a 
shallow shoal.  Looked like a nymphing rise; 
so, I tied on a small, pheasant-tail nymph.  
Hopping rocks as far out as I could, I let go 
my longest 3-wt. cast.  Short!  The fish 
continued to rise every couple of feet as it 
moved away. 
 Nothing to do but wade; so, off with the 
boots and socks, and roll the pants up. 
Wading out as far as possible in icy water 
wasn’t far enough.  The fish was moving 
slowly up the shoal, just out of reach.  But, a 
large rock stood above water about a 
hundred feet out.  If I got there I could 
surely reach that fish. 
 So, off came everything from the waist 
down.  As I waded out deeper and finally to 
critical depth, I wondered if I would reach 
that rock.  And, the fish was already past the 
rock and moving away.  I had to try.  Pulling 
up my shirt and jacket, I waded on and with 
a struggle, crawled out on the rock.  I made 
a cast, but came up short.  That fish had 
lured me out deeper and deeper to no end.  
 As I sat there, my beet-red legs warming 
in the afternoon sun, I watched the rises 
move further and further down lake, the last 
one maybe a hundred yards away.  Then the 
lake was all still, with only the occasional 
mayfly to disturb the tranquility.  
 Since I didn’t relish the wade back and the 
sun felt really good, I decided to wait awhile. 
Ten minutes, twenty minutes, then a rise 
back where I had seen the original rise. He 
had returned.  

 In another five minutes, he was in range. 
First cast, nothing, also 2 - 10.  I didn’t have 
time to change flies.  The rises were now to 
my left and moving away.  Finally I felt a tug 
and then nothing.  But he kept rising like 
nothing had happened.  Try again.  This time 
a hook up and an explosion.  Fourteen inches 
of gold and bright red exploded into the air. 
Again and again he jumped, six times; 
and then came gently to my rock.  The 
most beautiful fish I’ve ever seen.  I was 
awestruck.  Gently releasing him, I lay back 
and thoroughly enjoyed the moment. What a 
trip! 
 Another twenty minutes brought no more 
rises; so, I reluctantly waded back to shore 
thru the ice water and dressed quickly.  I had 
just started up the creek toward camp when I 
saw a couple watching me…. in the 
wilderness, twenty-five miles from a road.  
We hadn’t seen anyone in a week, and they 
catch me wading bare!  C’est la vie, as they 
say.  They politely asked how the fishing was 
as I went by.  "I caught a nice one in the lake 
below," I replied. 
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Fly-Tying Thread 
Designations 

by Sheldon Coleman 

[ The following information is summarized 
from an article in Fly Fisherman magazine, 
Feb-March 2017 Edition.  Charlie Craven does 
a great job of explaining the new thread 
designations as well as delving into some of 
their specific uses in his article "A Tangled 
Mess".] 

 There have been major advances in the 
types and sizes of fly-tying threads made 
available in the last ten years.  Most of these 
changes have been beneficial, such as floss 
which can build up very flashy bodies, and 
colors like Ultra Thread Fluorescent Fire 
Orange.  But, changes in the size 
designations can be confusing to us old guys.  
 In the old days, Danville fly-tying thread 
came in 3/0, which was thick and strong, and 
6/0, which was thin and not so strong.  
However, many of the new threads are sized 
by weight in "Denier" numbers. 
 a. The old Danville 3/0 is about equal to 
other pre-waxed Nylon thread of around 210 
Denier, including Danville Flymaster Plus. 
 b. The old Danville 6/0 is about equal to 
other pre-waxed Nylon thread of around 70 
Denier. 
 c. An exception is Uni-Thread, which is 
made of polyester and is still designated in 
the old "Ought" units.   However, this thread 
is finer than the old designations.  8/0 Uni-
Thread is about equal to the old 6/0 Danville 
and 6/0 Unit-Thread is about equal to the old 
3/0 Danville 3/0 Uni-Thread is finer than the 
old 3/0 Danville but is stronger for its size.   
 d. Another exception is Ultra GSP which is 
gel-spun polyethylene and rated in 200 
Denier (thicker) and 100 Denier (thinner).  
It's very high tensile strength is not 
comparable to the old Danville thread.   
 The above exceptions show that size and 
weight designations of threads no longer  

determine the characteristics of a thread such 
as its stickiness for building dubbing loops, 
shine, hardness, or strength.  This 
information can only be gained by actually 
using a particular thread or by reading more 
of Charlie Cravens article. 

SPEY CASTING 
CLASS? 
by Ted Poston 

Several Club members have expressed an 
interest in Spey Casting lessons.  We are 
looking at options of working with some of 
the local guide businesses to see what we 
can set up.  If you are interested in 
participating, please let Ted Poston 
know, tmpkap29@charter.net or 438-0531. 
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Going Fishing Guide Service  
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and insured 
Burbank, WA 99323  
509-430-6448 

Fishing eastern WA rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the Editor 

if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information.

mailto:tmpkap29@charter.net


Caption Contest 
Submit a caption for this picture.  The 
winner will be chosen by consensus of Club 
officers at the next Board meeting, and will 
receive a free dinner at the next regular 
CBFC meeting.   And, the winning submission 
and two honorable mentions will be published 
in the next newsletter.  Submit your entry to 
the editor by 26Mar via Email to the editor. 

The editor is also soliciting candidate 
photos for future Caption Contests.  You 
can submit your photo candidates via email 
as xxx.jpg or xxx.jpeg files.  Please obtain 
permission to publish the photo from anyone 
recognizable in the photos. 

River Snorkeling 
Check out this video of steelhead in the 
Methow River.  And you thought there were 
only a few left after the season closed! 
https://www.youtube.com/user/
riversnorkeling  

What is This Bug? 
This burrowing mayfly (it has three tails) 
requires low-gradient streams with bottoms 
composed of gravel, sand, or silt rather than 
firm mud or clay.  This large mayfly has a 
body length, without the tails, of 12-20mm. 

The hatches usually begin at twilight, 
continue on through evening and after dark.  
If you find any of their large, freshly cast 
shucks in eddies and backwaters in the 
afternoon, you should hang around until 
dark. [Bug info paraphrased from Western 
Mayfly Hatches by R Hafele and D Hughes] 

Casting for Recovery 
by Mike Wade 

One worthy organization that the CBFC 
supports with cash donations and volunteer 
helper/teachers/coaches is "Casting for 
Recovery."  The organization sponsors several 
fly-fishing retreats around the country which 
are free for breast cancer survivors. 
 From the CFR website: "Casting for 
Recovery was founded on the principles that 
the natural world is a healing force and that 
breast cancer survivors deserve one weekend 
– free of charge and free of the stresses from 
medical treatment, home, or workplace – to 
experience something new and challenging in 
a beautiful, safe environment." 
 You can personally support CFR several 
ways, including with your rewards card from 
Fred Meyer.  See how at: 
https://castingforrecovery.org/how-
you-can-help/more-ways-to-give/  
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 
6,000 patterns 

 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that 
belong to the International Federation of 
Fly Fishers 

 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 

Oregon Fishing Regulations  

Washington Fishing Regulations & 
Seasons 

Washington Emergency Rule 
Updates 

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 
States 

 FISHING INFORMATION 
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing 
Information 

Oregon Fishing Resources and 
Information 

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing 
Information 

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and 
steelhead recovery and other important 
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State. 

 CONSERVATION  
Coastal Conservation Association’s 
purpose is to advise and educate the public 
on conservation of marine resources. CCA’s 
objective is to conserve, promote, and 
enhance present and future availability of 
coastal resources. 

Wild Fish Conservancy. 
  
Native Fish Society.  

Wild Salmon Center. 

Trout Unlimited. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 

 Date: _____________________ 

 Name_____________________________ 
Renewal, no change in address/phones/  

email  

 Street Address:_____________________ 
 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 

 Primary Phone: _______________ 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 

 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes 

business-card size, fishing-related advert 
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg 
digital file to editor 

 Who can we thank for referring you to our 
 Club? 
 __________________________________ 

 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/
http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://www.cbbulletin.com/default.aspx
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
http://www.joincca.org
http://www.wildfishconservancy.org/
http://www.nativefishsociety.org/
http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
http://www.tu.org/


February 2017 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Denny Kreid 

Call to order – Mike Wade 7:00 PM 
Board members present:  Mike Wade, Ted 
Poston, John Strand, Jeff Drowley, Ted Lewis, 
Ron Reed, Dennis Kreid 

Secretary Report – Dennis Kreid asked for 
comments on the January 22 meeting 
minutes.  There being no comments the 
Board approved the January minutes. 

Treasurer Report – Jeff Drowley reported 
the CBFC January 2017 Profit and Loss 
Statement.   Following discussion and 
agreement on some minor edits, the Profit 
and Loss report was approved by the Board. 

VP Membership Report – Rich Holten, was 
absent, so no official report was available.  In 
discussion it was noted that official 
membership remains at 115 with 47 paid 
2017 memberships to date. 

VP Programs Report – John Strand reported 
on upcoming programs.  John Shewey has 
been confirmed for the Annual CBFC Banquet 
on March 4.  In April, Alison Colotelo will 
make a presentation entitled “Application of 
Forensic Techniques to Enhance Fish 
Conservation and Management”.  Topics for 
May and beyond were discussed but none 
have been confirmed at this date. 

Newsletter Editor’s Report – Ron Reed 
reported that the draft March newsletter is on 
the web and requested quick review by the 
board to permit publication by noon February 
22.  Ron is still looking for input for the March 
newsletter. 

Other Business – 

2017 CBFC Annual Banquet.  Mike Wade 
reviewed status of preparations  for the 
banquet using a status table provided by 
Craig Anderson  who was unable to attend.  
Everything is on track with no apparent 
issues. Tickets sales are going well with at 
least 76 sold.  Tickets will remain available at 
Sportsman’s Warehouse until a week before 
the banquet. 

Fly Tying Class.  Ted Poston reported that 
there were 18 students at the first meeting of 
the tying class with several instructors. 

Sportsman’s Warehouse Membership 
Proposal.  Following discussion, the Board 
approved a proposal to provide a free 
business membership to Sportsman’s 
Warehouse in appreciation for their 
substantial ongoing support of CBFC. 

Monthly Club Meeting Venue.  The Board 
discussed impressions of Board members and 
comments from other members about the 
February meeting at the Shiloh.  It was 
agreed that additional member feedback 
would be sought with the prospect of possible 
change of meeting venue. 

Outings. The Board discussed the status of 
planned outings provided earlier by Ted 
Poston.  

Healing Waters Discussion. The Board 
continued discussion from the last meeting 
concerning possible Support of a Wounded 
Warrior fly fishing opportunity.  Contact 
information for a Northwest Chapter of 
Healing Waters will be pursued.  In addition it 
was suggested that CBFC may team up with 
other regional clubs on a joint program.  
Further discussion will be taken up in future 
board meetings. 
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Get to Know Your 
CBFC Officers 

Denny Kreid, Secretary 

Tell us about your first fish 
I suspect my first fish was a walleye, 
probably caught on a minnow in the 
Mississippi River where our family had a 
cabin near Red Wing, Minnesota. 

Who taught you to fish? 
My mom and dad started taking me out in 
the boat when I was a toddler, probably 
around 3-yrs old.  They told me that they tied 
a rope around my waist and attached it to 
each gunnel.  I could reach either side of the 
boat, but could not get over into the water.  
We used bait-casting gear with minnows, 
worms, or poppers fished on a drift rig on the 
bottom where walleyes live.  My grandfather 
started me fly fishing for trout when I was 
about 10-yrs old.  I started tying flies soon 
after with a fly-tying kit I bought from 
Herters. 

What are some of the local venues you 
like to fish? 
I spend most of my time locally on the seep 
lakes in the Columbia basin including Lenice, 
Nunnally, and Quail lakes.  Local venues 
include the Yakima River and Rocky Ford 
Creek.  A little farther out, I like Chopaka 
Lake, Kelly Creek, the Grand Ronde and 
Owyhee Rivers, and the lakes and streams 
around Bend, Oregon. 

What are some of your favorite 
destination venues you like to fish? 
I do not do a lot of fishing trips at remote 
venues.  However, I have enjoyed a bunch of 
"once-in-a-life time trips” to Alaska over the 
years.  I had a great trip fishing for peacock 
bass in Brazil several years ago, and last year 
in Norway for Atlantic salmon.  I also fished a 
lake in Ontario, Canada for bass and pike 
with friends from the Club last summer. 

What are some of your GO-TO flies for 
still water?..for creeks?..for rivers? 
If fish are taking flies on the surface, I love to 
fish the appropriate dry fly, especially in 
moving water.  I also like fishing streams with 

nymphs on the bottom, sometimes with an  
indicator.  For still water I am a strong 
believer in the concept that fish feed 95% of 
the time below the surface, and then mostly 
near the bottom.  I use damsel fly nymphs all 
season, and adults when emerging.  My 
favorite flies are leaches tied completely with 
marabou in every color of the rainbow.  I also 
like small wooly buggers in a similar color 
range.  In both cases I fish them slowly on an 
intermediate line near the bottom with 
constantly varying action.   

What kind of 
fish do you 
target most 
often? 
I fish mostly 
for trout and 
steelhead, but 
I am becoming 
more and 
more 
interested in 
bass fishing 
with the fly. 

What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? 
I subscribe to Fly Fishing Magazine, Fly 
Fishing the Northwest, and Fly Fishing and 
Tying Journal. 

What is it about the sport of fly fishing 
that keeps you involved in it? 
Fishing has been a part of my life since I was 
a toddler.  I can’t imagine life without fishing.  
I have been a fly fisher and tier for over 60 
years; and yet, every day that I pick up a fly 
rod or sit down at the bench, I learn new 
things.  Fishing, and fly fishing in particular, 
is done in some of the most beautiful places 
on earth.  Just being out there is its own 
reward, even on days when the fish or the 
weather do not cooperate.   Most of all, I 
really enjoy the companionship of fellow 
fishers and Club members in all the 
circumstances that bring us together. 
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DENNY WITH STEELHEAD
 ON THE GRANDE RONDE



Check Out the 
CBFC Library 

by Rich Holten 
Looking for a new fly for smallmouth?  Deke 
Meyer’s book in the Club library “ Hot Bass 
Flies, Patterns and Tactics from the Experts” 
has a multitude of new patterns to try.  This 
book has eight chapters of fly patterns, six 
chapters on types of flies such as poppers 
and floating divers, one chapter specifically 

on crayfish patterns, and one chapter with a 
story on fishing for Australian Native Bass.  
There are over 200 patterns to chose 
from, each with a color photograph and 
notes on how to tie the fly or how to fish it.  
 This is not a step-by-step book illustrating 
how to tie flies; for that I would recommend 
Skip Morris’ book “The Art of Tying the Bass 
Fly” which unfortunately is not in the club 
library, but, is readily available from vendors 
such as Amazon. 

To check out Deke Meyer’s book for a month, 
or any other book or DVD in the Club library, 
contact me (521-4291 or email 
cbfcfish@charter.net) and I will bring the 
book to the next meeting. 
 There is a complete listing of the Club’s 
library holdings on the Club’s website: 
http://www.columbiabasinflycasters.org  

Kootenai River Trip 
by Jim Loomis 

Last July, Mike Wade and I spent 4 days 
fishing on the Kootenai River in northwest 
Montana with the Linehan Outfitting Co.  
The Kootenai River enters the US from 
Canada through Lake Koocanusa, flows 
through Montana into Idaho, and enters the 
Columbia River just north of the Canadian 
border.   
 We fished essentially the entire river from 
the Libby Dam to the Idaho border.  We did 
some nymphing the first day, but used dry 
flies for the remainder of the trip.  The fishing 
was very good.  We each caught more 
than 20 fish each day, including rainbows, 
cutthroats, 
and 
cuttbows.  
We caught 
several 
good-sized 
fish, but 
most were 
9-14 
inches. 

 While nymphing near the Libby Dam with 
a 4x tippet and a size-14, pheasant tail 
nymph, I was fortunate to hook a rainbow 
estimated by our guide to be about 28-in. 
long.  After a prolonged fight the trout broke 
off just as it was about to be netted.  
The go-to dry fly was a scaled down, pink, 
chubby Chernobyl. 
 Tim Linehan and his guides were first 
class.  The country is beautiful.  It was a 
memorable trip. 
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Get to Know Club 
Member 

Darius Grogan 

Tell us about your first fish. 
My first fish that I remember was actually the 
first fish I caught on a fly rod.  It was at the 
Lochsa River on a Club outing. My father put 
together my rod and tied on an Elk Hair 
Caddis.  My dad started walking away to help 
my sister put her rod together.  I took my 
first cast around a boulder a couple feet from 
the bank.  Right as the fly was passing the 
rock a little six-inch rainbow took it.  And my 
dad had to help me take the fish off the hook 
before putting his rod together. 

Who taught you to fish? 
My father taught me how to fish. 

What are some local venues you like to 
fish? 
I like to fish the Columbia River from the 
dock and the bank along Columbia Park. 

What are some destination venues you 
like to fish? 
I love to fish Anthony Lakes. I love the 
constant topwater action out on the lake, and 
I love the beauty of the scenery surrounding 
the lake. 

What are some of your Go-To flies for 
still water? …for creeks? …for rivers? 
My go-to fly for all situations is a little dry fly. 
It is a brown-orange with some flash and 
some legs. 

What kind of fish to you target most 
often? 
The fish I target most often are rainbow 
trout. 

What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? 
My favorite fishing read is the Northwest Fly 
Fishing magazine. 

What is it about the sport of fishing that 
keeps you involved?  
The thing I love about fishing is constantly 
being in nature.  Being out in nature and 
exploring has always made me feel calm and 
happy.  Also, seeing the beauty of the fish 
swimming out of your hand as you release 
them is definitely one of the best feelings out 
there. 
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Get to Know Club 
Member 
Brett Grogan 

Tell us about your first fish. 
Growing up in western Kansas there were not 
many fishing opportunities, and definitely no 
fly fishing.  I was about 10 when I went on 
my first fishing trip with Grandparents.  It 
was to a small stocked farm pond; and, I 
remember catching a few very small fish.  
Probably 3-4 inches.  They must have been 
perch or sunfish. I know I had great time.  
The first fish I caught with a fly I had tied my 
self, was a 8-inch rainbow trout at the Lochsa 
River Club outing. 

Who taught you to fish? 
I taught myself to fly fish with a cheap, Fred 
Meyer kit using books, videos, and the Club’s 
casting class that I signed up for at the TRAC 
Sportsmen’s show. This was a few years 
before I became a member. 

What are some local venues you like to 
fish? 
The hardest part about going fishing for me is 
finding the time.  The second is knowing 
where to go. This is where the Club’s outings 
greatly helped me, and why my favorite 
places are where the Club goes.  I always 
look forward to the Rock Ford Creek outing. 
Leech Lake is my favorite close lake. 

What are some destination venues you 
like to fish? 
Right now my idea of a destination fishing 
venue is different than most.  My definition is 
that I need an overnight bag.  My favorite 
lake and Club outing is Anthony Lake. I also 
love the trip to the Lochsa River. 

What are some of your Go-To flies for 
still water? …for creeks? …for rivers? 
My go to flies?  Hard to say.  I usually go 
through all of the cool patterns that I have 

tried to mimic from books, YouTube and 
magazines.  Then start catching fish on an 
Elk- or Deer-Hair Caddis pattern, or a Royal 
Wulff variations. 

What kind of fish to you target most 
often? 
I have usually fished for trout, but that is 
where trips take us.  I love fishing dry flies. 
There is nothing like it.  This year though I 
want to fish more for smallmouth bass. 

What are some of your favorite fishing 
books and magazines? 
My favorite magazine is the Northwest Fly 
Fishing, mostly because a lot of the articles 
are about fishing spots close to home.  I also 
love the Fly Tyer magazine. 

What is it about the sport of fishing that 
keeps you involved? 
I love fly fishing because there is so much to 
learn.  From casting and line handling to fly 
presentation, when and how to fish, 
improving fly tying and to custom making 
your own rod. 
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