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DO YOU KNOW 

Where does the 
white go when the 

snow melts??

UPCOMING FISHING EVENTS 

Jan 17-20 Sportsman Show at TRAC

CLUB PURPOSE:  Promote fly fishing, conserve regional fishing 
resources, encourage friendship & cooperation among all anglers. 

NEXT MEETING:  11Dec at CG Public House & Catering in 
Kennewick. Starts 6p. 

PROGRAM:  Crazy Gift Exchange: Members, family members, and 
guests are welcome to join in. To participate, bring a gift valued 
about $15, or something you have made, such as a box of flies. 

Wrap it in an unmarked box or 
unidentifiable container. Rules are 
simple. People bringing gifts will draw 
a number. The person who drew #1 
starts the exchange and selects a gift, 
opens it, and shows it to other 
participants. Then the person who 
drew#2 selects either an unopened gift 
or steals the gift from #1, in which 
case #1 selects another unopened gift, 
opens it, and shows it to participants. 
Then #3 selects a gift, either 
unopened or steals one previously 
opened. The process continues until all 
the gifts are opened. However, once a 

gift is claimed by its third owner, it is frozen and no longer eligible for 
confiscation. Owners of opened gifts must keep them visible and display 
them when requested. The gift exchange ends when the last gift is 
opened, unless #1's gift was never stolen. In that case, #1 may keep 
their gift or make a one-time swap for any other unfrozen gift. Then the 
exchange ends. 
 There just might be a famous pair of boxers in the mix, so a word of 
caution: if you take home the boxers, you will be asked to add to their 
“value” and return them as an unmarked gift next year. Bring a gift 
and enjoy the fun!!!!

2018 OFFICERS 
 President:  
 Craig Anderson 
 509 378-7849 
 Craig's email  
 1st VP-Membership: 
   Rich Holten 
 2nd VPPrograms: 
   John Strand 
 Treasurer: 
   Jeff Drowley 
 Secretary: 
   Denny Kreid 
 Directors at large: 
   Wanda Shearer 
   Dennis Collins 
   Ted Lewis 
 Newsletter Editor: 
   Ron Reed 
 Past President: 
   Mike Wade 

MEETINGS 
 Second Tuesday of 
 every month except 
 Mar, Jul, and Aug 

 6:00p -Wet Fly-no 
      host 
 6:30p -Dinner-$18 
 7:15p -Program - 
            free 

MEMBERSHIP 
DUES 
 $25/yr Indiv&Family 
 $35/yr Business 
 To update personal 
 info  please contact 
 Rich Holten: 
 509 521-4291 or 
 Rich's email 

 CBFC CLUB 
WEBSITE 

 Western Rivers 
Conservancy 

December 2018
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President’s Tippett 
by Craig Anderson 

My term as president of the Casters is over 
this month, and Jim Loomis will be taking 
over as President for 2019. We have some 
new Board members and officers, whom I am 
pleased to announce:  Mike Wade will be 
taking on the Newsletter Editor position and 
also handling the Club website; Sheldon 
Coleman will be our Treasurer; Dennis 
Collins will be our Past-President (not 
immediate, but certainly qualified with two 
previous turns in the barrel as President); 
and I will be resuming my role as Programs 
Vice President. Rich Holten will remain as 
first Vice President in charge of Membership; 
Denny Kreid will return as Secretary; and 
Ted Lewis and Wanda Shearer will 
continue as at-larger Board members. Reed 
Kaldor will be the three year Board member, 
and John Pfeiffer is taking on the monthly 
raffle. Many thanks to: Ron Reed, who 
brought our newsletter to new heights of 
excellence; John Strand who organized 
some terrific programs; and Jeff Drowley 
who kept us in the black as our treasurer.  My 
best wishes to those retiring from office and 
to our new officers and Board members. 

The year has been a good one for the 
Casters. We didn’t get smoked out of the 
Lochsa and Anthony Lakes outings as we did 
last year; and, the Sun Lakes outing was 
attended by a record number of members, as 
was the Rocky Ford outing. Algae and strong 
winds interrupted a couple of other planned 
trips; but, we can write those off to typical 
windy weather and heat in the Columbia 
Basin. 

Phil Rowley provided us with his experience 
in fly tying and lake fishing during our annual 
banquet, and David Paul Williams on 
smallmouth bass fishing in November. Our 
members Sheldon Coleman, Rod Gilge 
and Denny Kreid, spoke on their fishing 
travels. Our monthly programs were 
interesting and well attended. 

Low numbers of returning steelhead and river 
closures have kept my Spey casting 
equipment on fast idle this fall, at least for 
day trips to the John Day, Deschutes and 
Ringold; but, my summer experiences at 
Anthony and the Lochsa were memorable as I 
hope your summer fishing was as well. As we 
Mariners and Seahawks fans too often say, 
“There’s always next year.” 

Don’t forget the Sportsman’s Show on 
January 17-20!!  If you are not working the 
booth or the tying theater, please stop by 
either or both. 

Also, mark your calendars for March 9th for 
our Annual Banquet featuring Dave Hughes 
as our speaker. Tickets will be available at 
our January meeting (still $40 each). 

Thank you to those who supported our club 
and me this year. Best wishes for a Merry 
Christmas and a New Year full of great 
fishing experiences!! 

Tip for Fly Tiers 
By Craig Anderson 

Tiers often lose a hook, small or large, in 
their trim bag/trash holder beneath their 
vise. Large ones aren't too hard to find, but 
small ones can be lost forever. Somewhere 
along the line I found several small magnets, 
such as the one shown. To retrieve the small 
hooks, toss the magnet in the trim bag and 
stir it around for a bit. Retrieve it and you will 
likely find the hook sticking to it. 
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Critters By the River 
It’s not just all about the fish… there’s 
much more to enjoy out there along the 
rivers and lakes. Photos by Ron Reed. 
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Nymph Fishing Lakes 
By Don Roberts 

[Excerpts from Book of Same title] 
 Despite the protests of the purists, who 
compare nymphing to fishing in a closet, not 
all nymph angling is a tug of war in the dark. 
Much nymphing takes place just under the 
barely ruffled surface of the lake. Many times 
I have stumbled upon the scene of trout 
wallowing and squirming in the skin of the 
lake. For all appearances, the trout were 
taking dry flies, but closer inspection proved 
the absence of a hatch. The trout were 
actually plucking out the nymphs suspended 
in the surface film of the lake like raisins 
floating in chablis. 

 ….I tie virtually all of my nymphs, large 
and small, with dubbed bodies. I do this for 
the express purpose of creating slightly fuzzy, 
soft, pliable bodies. No nymph, despite the 
armored appearance of many, is brittle or 
crusty (with the exception of the cased 
caddis). Even the most fearsome of plated 
nymphs is flaccid and pulpy to the touch. 
 ….Trout have extremely sensitive mouths. 
I have found that a malleable, spongy body 
allows the fisherman a split second of grace 
to set the hook, while the taking trout is still 
sensing his error. 
 ….No known insect life is completely 
aquatic. Of the one million known insect 
species on earth only a few thousand are 
ever water dwellers. In their submerged 
environs insects live on borrowed time, until 

maturity liberates them to the air to mate, 
lay eggs, and die. 
 ….Lake Lenice: I have rarely witnessed a 
hatch of any kind on Lenice, or any other 
desert lake. The surplus of larva in the water 
at all times tends to inhibit sporadic and 
explosive feeds. Although there is a visible 
feed in the early mornings and evenings, the 
large fish succumb to an impulse, bursting 
from cover to slug down an overly tempting 
morsel. Flies of excessive size, those that 
defy the limits of nature, often catch larger 
fish. In a lush environment, abounding with 
food, exaggeration is the key to attraction. 
Large fish are sometimes deceived by sheer 
flamboyance. 
 ….Lake Chelan: Lake Chelan is a clear, 
deep body of water, where you can look right 
down almost into the heart of the earth. It is 
a lake which covers the world’s viscera like an 
expanded, sun-blistered membrane. It is a 
gigantic, organic-shaped lake. Chelan’s sheer 
size is perplexing, reproachful, somewhat 
threatening. 

Columbia Basin Fly Casters December 2018 Newsletter Page �  of �4 12



Why There Are Lakes 
Translated from carvings by Hygelac of the 
Weider-Geats upon basalt of the Columbia 

Escarpment, 12 AD 
[ Text from Nymph Fishing Lakes by 

Dan Roberts ] 
 In the time when the mountains still 
steamed from the womb and only rivers 
dampened the earth, there roamed a 
gigantic, silver-maned grizzly. This irascible 
old bear, a creature as ancient as rounded 
granite, delighted in his vast territorial reign. 

 During one of his many autumn odysseys 
down the sunset side of the Cascades, he felt 
a hunger as wide and as empty as the sky. 
He stopped at a coastal river too young to 
have a name, and with one paw scooped out 
all of the fish. He engorged lustily on the 
squirming meal. Feeling heavy and drowsy, 
Grizzly settled back on a grassy bank in the 
sun and slumbered while his long, black, 
splendid tail languished, cooling in the river 
current. 
 Meanwhile, the barnacle-encrusted 
grandmother of all Brown Trout returned 
from feeding at sea to discover that entire 
generations of her offspring had disappeared. 
Brown Trout peered up through the river 
froth and swam into the shadow of the fat 
bear. She measured the magnificent tail  

dangling in the river and lunged forward with 
her serrated jaws spread wide for slashing. 
Brown Trout chopped off the gorgeous tail 
where it joined Grizzly’s broad hindquarters.  

 Grizzly awoke with a bawl that made 
entire groves of aspen quake forever. Grizzly 
regarded his pruned backside, first 
with disbelief, then with awful, mounting rage 
as his reason for vanity sank into an emerald 
pool. Brown Trout fled for her life as a 
sympathetic river roared with laughter. 
Grizzly followed, swiping and biting at the 
sinuous river which aided Brown Trout’s wild 
flight. Finally, in clumsy, homicidal 
desperation and to prevent Brown Trout from 
ever going to sea again, he ripped the river 
loose from the earth and tied it into a 
colossal knot. The river, now tied like a 
tongue, never spoke again, except in sighs, 
and the water grew still and deep. 

 Grizzly, still unsatisfied with his revenge, 
pursued Brown Trout in the dark, tranquil 
water. Having nowhere to escape from the 
lunging bear, she leapt from river to river 
across the entire land. Grizzly tied knots in 
rivers until his paws grew numb, and upon 
seeing the sun blaze across a strange sea, he 
gave up the chase to wander back to his 
mountain home. Brown Trout became the 
meanest and most cautious of all the fish to 
haunt the water recesses. 
 Today there lies a vast array of sighing 
lakes, shimmering like opals inset on the 
breastplate of the continent. 
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Guide Tips 
[from Fly Rod & Reel - Autumn2016] 

"Make only as many false casts as you need 
to get the fly to the fish. Flies don’t catch 
fish when they’re in the air." John Witt 

"If you’re targeting big fish on very light 
tippet, try boiling your leaders for a few 
seconds. It makes them stretch more, which 
keeps those fish attached." John Wilson 

"When nymphing, depth is more 
important than fly selection. Don’t 
assume you’re getting to the fish’s level just 
because you have a heavy weight on. Watch 
your fly, and if it’s not sinking enough, add 
tungsten." Mike Holiday. 
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Going Fishing Guide Service  
Bruce Hewitt 
Washington and USCG licensed and 
insured 
Burbank, WA 99323  
509-430-6448Fishing eastern WA 
rivers and reservoirs for salmon, 
steelhead, trout, walleye and sturgeon.

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions or endorsements of 
products or services expressed or 

implied in this Newsletter are solely the 
responsibility of the author, or the Editor 

if no author is listed;   
and do not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of CBFC members. 

Likewise, website links are only for 
reader convenience and information.



27-Pound Pike Caught 
In Lake Roosevelt 

Excerpt from Columbia Basin Bulletin 

Anglers caught a 47.5-in, 27.5-lb northern 
pike in the in Lake Roosevelt. And, another 
angler caught a pike just 10 miles from the 
rim of Grand Coulee Dam, which is much 
further downstream than previous sightings 
of the predatory fish. 

Biologists, as well as Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council members, are feeling 
an urgency to keep the pike from moving 
downstream beyond the dam and into 
the anadromous zone where, as a 
voracious and fast growing predator, they 
could threaten endangered salmon and 
steelhead. 

Of the six questions posed to the ISAB for the 
science review, two were focused specifically 
on northern pike: what level of suppression is 
needed to reduce the predator’s population in 
Lake Roosevelt to a level sufficient to reduce 
the risk of emigration from the lake and what 
are the likely ecological impacts of northern 
pike if they do enter the anadromous zone? 

For full article see: 
http://www.cbbulletin.com/
441815.aspx 
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NICE EMERGER PATTERN
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WEB HOT-LINKS  
to FISHING STUFF 

 FLY TYING 
Fly Tying Forum -Free access to over 
6,000 patterns 

 OTHER FISHING CLUBS  
Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington 

Fly Fishing Clubs in Washington that 
belong to the International Federation of 
Fly Fishers 

 REGULATIONS 
Idaho Fishing Seasons & Rules 

Oregon Fishing Regulations  

Washington Fishing Regulations & 
Seasons 

Washington Emergency Rule 
Updates 

Links to Regs & Licenses for all 50 
States 

 FISHING INFORMATION 
Idaho Fish & Game Fishing 
Information 

Oregon Fishing Resources and 
Information 

Washington Fishing & Shellfishing 
Information 

Columbia Basin Bulletin's Significant 
developments related to salmon and 
steelhead recovery and other important 
Columbia/Snake River Basin fish and 
wildlife issues. 
  
River and stream data USGS current and 
historical data for Washington State.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 Columbia Basin Fly Casters  
 Post Office Box 791 
 Richland, WA 99352 2015 

 Date: _____________________ 

 Name_____________________________ 
Renewal, no change in address/phones/  

email  

 Street Address:_____________________ 
 City:______________________________ 

 State: _______ZipCode:______________ 

 Primary Phone: _______________ 

 Work Phone:  ________________ 

 Email:____________________________ 

 Name(s) of Family Member(s) or Business 

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 __________________________________  

 ANNUAL DUES:(Please Check One) 
 Please make checks payable to CBFC 

 Family Membership ($25)  
 Business Membership ($35) Includes 

business-card size, fishing-related advert 
in newsletters. Send artwork as xxx.jpg 
digital file to editor 

 Who can we thank for referring you to our  
 Club? 
 __________________________________ 

 To be completed by Treasurer: 
 ___Cash  __ Check #__________ 
 Membership Database updated:_________ 

KNOW ANY PROSPECTIVE 
CBFC MEMBERS?

Please forward a copy of this newsletter
 to them, and bring them to the next meeting. 

tight lines and BIG fish.
Ron Reed, Newsletter Editor

http://www.flytyingforum.com/
http://www.flycaster.com/clubs/ashington3.html
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Councils/WashingtonState/About/tabid/227/Default.aspx
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/licenses_regs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dfw/erules/efishrules/
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://www.basspro.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CFPageC?storeId=10151&catalogId=10051&langId=-1&appID=120
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/index.asp
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/washington/
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http://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/rt
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Note from the Editor 
By Ron Reed 

My sincere thanks to those many Club 
members who have contributed to our Club 
newsletter during the last four years with 
stories, fishing trip reports, fishing tips, fly 
tying instructions, pictures, and "Get To 
Know" questionnaire answers. Your 
contributions definitely made a more 
interesting and informative newsletter. 
And, I really have appreciated your kind 
words on encouragement. 

Please extend your support to Mike 
Wade as he takes over the job of 
producing the monthly newsletter. 

Hope to see you on the water somewhere, 
sometime soon. Tight lines and BIG fish! 
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Some Fishy….. Northwest Rivers 
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HENRY’S FORK, ID
BELOW HARRIMAN STATE PARK

GARDNER RIVER, YNP

BECHLER RIVER YNPLAMAR RIVER, YNP

FIREHOLE RIVER, YNP

OWYHEE RIVER, OR
HENRY’S FORK, ID
COFFEE POT RAPIDS

HENRY’S FORK, ID
BOX CANYON



Don’t Delay Making 
Reservations for 

Sun Lakes Club Outing 
May 2109 

By Rich Holten 
 The 2019 Sun Lakes trip is scheduled for 
arrival on Wednesday, May 1 and departure 
Sunday, May 5. Unfortunately the upper 
section of the Sun Lakes State Park is 
already essentially fully reserved for this 
period of time. 
 Last year at this time we were able to 
book as many sites there as we wanted; but, 
it has become very popular. For those who 
wish to attend the trip and want trailer 
hookups, the only option is Sun Lakes Resort, 
bordering the State Park. To reserve a site 
there, visit sunlakesparkresort.com/.  
 The other option is to dry-camp in the 
lower section of the State Park where several 
of our Club members have stayed. There has 
always been many sites there. If you want to 
make a reservation, go to http://
www.parks.wa.gov/ and go through the 
reservations section. More information on the 
trip will be provided in one of the Spring 
newsletters.  
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November 2018 Board 
Meeting Minutes 

by Denny Kreid 
Call to order 7:00 PM by President Craig 
Anderson 

Board members present: Craig Anderson, 
Dennis Collins, Jeff Drowley, Ron Reed, Reed 
Kaldor, Ted Lewis, John Strand, Sheldon 
Coleman, and Denny Kreid.  

President Craig Anderson asked if there were 
any concerns on the part of the Board with regard 
to Conflict of Interest. With no issues raised, the 
meeting proceeded per the agenda provided.  

Secretary Report  - Denny Kreid asked if there 
were any new comments on the October 18 
minutes. There being none the minutes were 
approved by the Board. 

Treasurer Report - Jeff Drowley summarized the 
CBFC Profit and Loss Statement for October 
2018. Following discussion, the October financial 
report was approved by the Board 

VP Membership Report - Rich Holten could not 
attend but Craig Anderson provided the 
Membership Report indicating that CBFC 
membership is now at 106. Reed Kaldor inquired 
about the full membership number (including 
family members) to use in requesting donations 
from vendors. Craig Anderson took an action to 
follow up with Rich Holten. 

Programs Report – John Strand reported on the 
programs planned for the remainder of 2018 and 
early 2019 as follows: 
Dec 11, 2018 – Annual Christmas party 
Jan   8, 2019 – Zack Williams on steel head   
       fishing 
Feb 12, 2019 – Rick Hafele - topic TBD 
Mar   9, 2019 - Annual Banquet - Dave Hughes 

Newsletter Editor’s Report – Ron Reed discussed 
the status of the December 2018 newsletter. 
Contributions are needed by December 3 for 
planned publication before the December 11 
meeting. Ron Reed said that he and Mike Wade 
met to arrange the turnover of the Newsletter 
Editor position for 2019. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Sportsman Show – Craig Anderson said that Jim 
Saunders indicated that he had pretty nearly 
filled out the volunteers list. Craig took an action 
to follow up for an update. 

Rod Building Class – Ron Reed suggested that 
CBFC should consider assembling kits for the rod 
building class instead of ordering custom kits for 
each builder. Craig took and action to follow up 
with Dan Robertson. The Board agreed to 
discuss this further at the next meeting 

NEW BUSINESS 

Fish Carving Donation – The Board discussed 
possible uses of a fish carving that may be 
donated by a CBFC member. This will be further 
discussed at the next meeting. 

Annual Banquet Raffle – Reed Kaldor led Board 
discussion of various ways to improve the process 
for collecting donations and setup for the Annual 
Banquet raffle. This will be discussed further at 
coming Board meetings. 

Feedback from the November CBFC meeting:  
There was agreement that the meeting went well, 
and that the presentation was well received. 
However, the meal was marginal. Craig took an 
action to discuss this with the restaurant 
management. 

President Craig Anderson discussed possible 
issues with the availability of the Richland fire hall 
meeting room for our annual fly tying and rod 
building classes. Craig will continue discussion 
with the fire department and will explore other 
options for further discussion by the Board. 

Future Board Meetings – The December Board 
meeting will be on December 18, 2018, at 
President Craig Anderson’s home. 
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